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Clouds Rest  
Yosemite’s largest expanse of 
granite and arguably its finest 
panoramic viewpoint.

May Lake & Mt Hoffmann   
It's a relatively short and easy hike 

to May Lake High Siera Camp. Or 
go further and take on the 

challenging Mt Hoffmann summit.

Cathedral Lakes   
Easily one of Yosemite’s most 

spectacular hikes.

Panorama Trail   
Picture-postcard views 
and a visit to Nevada Fall.

Taft Point & the 
Fissures   

Major valley viewpoint 
with interesting 

geological features.

Tunnel View  
Best all-round 

photo-op of 
the valley.

Offers what is possibly the 
park’s finest view.

Picnicking over views 
that stretch forever.

Jagged peaks are reflected 
in the mirror-smooth 

surface.

Mt Dana      
Unrivaled views of 
Mono Lake.

Cathedral Peak 
A stunning formation 
offering a moderate climb.

Low-Profile Dome 
Great climbing opportunity 

for beginners.

Bouldering, Camp 4  
The east end of this 

campground is a popular 
bouldering area.

Stately Pleasure Dome  
One of the most popular 

spots in this area.

The world-famous Nose route 
is only one of the options

Horseriding
Yosemite Trails Pack Station offers 

four-hour Mariposa Grove rides.

Summer stargazing 
On Friday and Saturday nights 
Glacier Point amphitheater hosts 
astronomy clubs.

Rafting the Merced River Canyon 
In the summer months, floating along 
the river is a fun way to beat the heat.

Swimming, Merced River 
Yosemite’s warmest waters are 

situated along the valley’s sandy 
beaches.

Hang gliding
Advanced pilots can soar from 
Glacier Point to Yosemite Valley.

Yosemite Ski & Snowboard Area  
One of California's oldest ski 
resorts, perfect for beginner

skiers and snowboarders.

Snow play, Goat Meadow   
The Goat Meadow Snow Play 
area is a great location if you 

have your own gear.

Backcountry ski hut, Ostrander Lake   
Experienced skiers can overnight at 
these no-frills ski huts.

Ice-skating, Half
Dome Village    
Skate under the watchful 
eye of Half Dome at the 
outdoor rink. 

Snow camping 
The grove is open for camping 
from December to mid-April.

Tallest waterfall in North 
America, dropping (2425ft)

in three tiers. 

Vernal & Nevada Falls 
The thundering waters of the 
Merced River tumble 911ft down on 
the way to meet Yosemite Valley.

Horsetail Fall  
A seasonal ribbon of water 

dropping off the eastern 
edge of El Capitan.

Waterwheel Falls     
The last and most 

impressive of six 
cascades along the 

Tuolumne River.

Tueeulala & Wapama Falls      
These falls drop more than 

1000ft over a sheer granite cliff. 
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YOSEMITE
NATIONAL PARK

P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover the top sights, activities 
and experiences in Yosemite National Park
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Daily Costs a
Budget: Less than $100
Campsite: $15–30 
Fast-food meal inside park: $10
Groceries from markets in or outside 
the park: $20

Midrange: $100–250
In-park lodging, midrange hotel or B&B: 
$80–200
Non-fast-food meal at park restaurant: 
$20

Top End: More than $250
Room in a top park hotel: $200–550
Meal in a park hotel restaurant: 
$40–60

Other Costs
Park entrance fee: $20–35
Bicycle or raft rental: $31–35
Rock-climbing instruction: $150
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When to Go 
High Season: Jun–Aug
Temperatures soar above 90°F 
(32°C), but higher altitudes are 
sublime. Head to the mountains 
for wilderness adventures and 
glorious sunshine.

Shoulder Season: Apr, May, Sep 
& Oct
Autumn is splendid with fall foli-
age, waterfalls are gushing and 
there are crowds usually only at 
weekends. Temperatures drop in 
late October.

Low Season: Nov–May
Most facilities shut down, and 
snows close the high-elevation 
roads, but you can take a wintry 
romp through snowy forest.
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Park Policies & CRegulations
Permits Wilderness permits are 
required year-round for over-
night backcountry trips. Permit 
required for Half Dome summit.

Pets Must be leashed and are 
restricted to certain areas.

Wildlife Food and scented items 
must always be stored properly, 
usually in bear storage containers 
in camp areas.

Reservations Yosemite camp-
sites can be reserved up to fi ve 
months in advance.

For the latest alerts and visitor infor-
mation, visit www.nps.gov/yose

1st Edition

Published Mar 2019
UK £4.99 USA $7.99
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Mind-blowing
Views g
Everywhere you look in Yosemite, 
there are sights. Lofty granite 
domes, sheer cliffs, turbulent 
rivers, glassy lakes, hypnotizing 
waterfalls and serene meadows. 
Not to mention, spectacular 
viewpoints to take in all of these 
and more in a panoramic vision.

ö  Glacier Point (Yosemite Valley, C4)

ö  Mono Lake (Tuolumne Meadows, E2)

ö  Mt Dana (Tuolumne Meadows, D3)

ö  Tunnel View (Yosemite Valley, B4)

ö  Olmsted Point (Tioga Road, C3)
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Hiking c
Hiking trails cater to hikers of 
all abilities, including some 
wheelchair-accessible ones. 
Take an easy half-mile stroll, or 
venture out all day on a quest for 
viewpoints or waterfalls.

è  Panorama Trail (Yosemite Valley, C4)

è  May Lake & Mt Hoff mann (Tioga 
Road, C3)

è  Clouds Rest (Tioga Road, C3)

è  Cathedral Lakes (Tuolumne 
Meadows, C3)

è  Taft Point & the Fissures (Yosemite 
Valley, B4)
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Rock
Climbing 
With 3000ft granite monoliths, 
sheer spires, near-vertical walls 
and a temperate climate, Yosemite 
is no less than the world’s holy 
grail of rock climbing.

  El Capitan (Yosemite Valley, B4)

  Cathedral Peak (Tuolumne 
Meadows, C3)

  Low-profi le Dome (Tioga Road, C3)

 Stately Pleasure Dome (Tioga 
Road, C3)

  Bouldering, Camp 4  (Yosemite 
Valley, B3)
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Outdoor
Activities 
Yosemite offers not just hiking 
and snow sports, but all manner 
of outdoor activities, from 
adventurous (caving and hang 
gliding) to leisurely (fishing and 
stargazing).

Ø  Summer stargazing (Yosemite 
Valley, C4)

Ø  Rafting the Merced River (Yosemite 
Valley, B4)

Ø  Hang gliding (Yosemite Valley, C4)

Ø  Swimming Merced River (Yosemite 
Valley, B4)

Ø  Horseriding, Mariposa Grove 
(Wawona, B5)
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Winter
Activities S
Downhill skiing, snowboarding 
and cross-country skiing are all 
outstanding, and Yosemite is an 
invigorating place for skiers of all 
levels.

å Yosemite Ski & Snowboard Area 
(Yosemite Valley, B4)

å  Backcountry ski hut, Ostrander 
Lake (Yosemite Valley, C4)

å  Ice skating, Half Dome Village 
(Yosemite Valley, C3)

å  Snow play, Goat Meadow (Wawona, 
B5)

å  Snow camping, Mariposa Grove 
(Wawona, B5)
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Waterfalls 
Yosemite holds one of the world’s 
greatest collections of waterfalls. 
In addition to the seasonal 
creeks tumbling over valley walls, 
Yosemite Falls and Nevada Fall will 
satisfy any falls fanatic.

Y Yosemite Falls (Yosemite Valley, B3)

Y Horsetail Fall (Yosemite Valley, B4)

Y Waterwheel Falls (Tuolumne 
Meadows, C2) 

Y Tueeulala & Wapama Falls (Hetch 
Hetchy, A2)

Y Vernal & Nevada Falls (Yosemite 
Valley, C4)
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MONO L AKE E 2
The Mono Lake region has turnoff s into the mountains 
to the west or the high desert to the east. Swing by 
Bodie, one of the West’s most authentic and best- 
preserved ghost towns, or try Virginia Lakes and Lundy 
Lake, which provide quick access to backcountry 
wilderness trails.

Tufa formations 
at Mono Lake

HETCH HETCHY B 2
Hetch Hetchy off ers some excellent backpacking 
opportunities, as well as access to some of the park’s 
most remote areas, north of the reservoir. Summers 
can be brutally hot, which is why the trails out here are 
busiest in spring and fall.

Hetch Hetchy Reservoir
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GL ACIER POINT C 4
Glacier Point Rd leads to what many people consider 
the fi nest viewpoint in Yosemite. A lofty 3200ft above 
the valley fl oor, 7214ft Glacier Point presents one of the 
park’s most eye-popping vistas and practically puts 
you at eye level with Half Dome.

View of Half Dome
from Glacier Point

TA
H

A
 R

A
JA

/50
0

P
X

S
C

O
T

T_W
A

LTO
N

/G
E

T
T

Y IM
A

G
ES

 ©

YoseYY

S
CC

O
T

T_W
A

LTO
N

/G
E

T
T

Y IM
A

G
ES

 ©

W A W O N AW A W O N A
Wawona, about 27 miles south of Yosemite Valley, is 
the park’s historical center, home to its fi rst headquar-
ters and its fi rst tourist facilities. The newly restored 
Mariposa Grove of giant sequoias lies just inside the 
park’s south entrance. 

CHILN UALNA FALL S B 5
Chilnualna Falls thunders into a deep, narrow chasm. 
Unlike its valley counterparts, this fall is not free 
leaping, but its soothing, white-water rush makes it 
an attractive day hike without lots of company. Carry 
plenty of water or a fi lter, as the route can be hot.

PIONEER YOSEMITE HISTORY CENTER B 5
About 6 miles north of Mariposa Grove, take in the 
manicured grounds of the elegant Big Trees Lodge 
and cross a covered bridge to this rustic center, where 
some of the park’s oldest buildings were relocated.

MARIPOSA GROVE B 5
The largest grove of giant sequoias in the park, Maripo-
sa is home to approximately 500 mature trees. Walking 
trails wind through this very popular grove; you can 
usually have more solitude if you come during the early 
evening in summer or anytime outside of summer.

Mariposa Grove
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Y O S E M I T E  V A L L E YY O S E M I T E  V A L L E Y
The spectacular meadow-carpeted valley stretches 
7 miles, bisected by the rippling Merced River and 
hemmed in by some of the most majestic chunks of 
granite anywhere on earth. Ribbons of water, including 
some of the highest waterfalls in the US, fall in thunder-
ous displays. 

YOSEMITE FALL S B 3
Yosemite Falls is considered the tallest waterfall in 
North America, dropping 2425ft in three tiers. A trail 
leads to the bottom or, if you prefer solitude, you can 
clamber up the Yosemite Falls Trail, which puts you 
atop the falls after a grueling 3.4 miles.

HALF DOME C 3
Yosemite’s most distinctive natural monument, Half 
Dome is the sheerest cliff  in North America. Climbers 
come from around the world to grapple with its legend-
ary north face, but good hikers can reach its summit 
via a 17-mile round-trip trail from Yosemite Valley.

EL CAPITAN B 4
Ranking as one of the world’s largest granite mono-
liths, El Capitan’s sheer face makes it a world-class 
destination for experienced climbers. The Yosemite 
Climbing Association sets up a telescope through 
which you can view climbers at El Capitan Bridge.

El Capitan

Yosemite Falls
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T U O L U M N E  M E A D O W ST U O L U M N E  M E A D O W S
About 55 miles from Yosemite Valley, 8600ft 
 Tuolumne Meadows is the largest subalpine meadow in 
the Sierra. It provides a dazzling contrast to the valley, 
with its lush fi elds, clear blue lakes, ragged granite 
peaks and domes, and cooler temperatures. 

MAIN ME ADOW D 3
Stretching nearly 3 miles from Pothole Dome in the 
west to Lembert Dome in the east, Tuolumne’s main 
meadow is beautiful to behold, especially at sunset, 
when golden light ripples across the grass and laps up 
the sides of distant peaks into the still blue sky. 

LEMBERT DOME D 3
Lembert Dome towers about 800ft above the 
 Tuolumne River. Its steep western face is a granite 
playground for everyone from kids (who stay around 
the gently sloping base) to climbers (who rope up and 
head to the top). Nonclimbers can reach the summit by 
hiking up the back side.

CATHEDR AL R ANGE C 3
The jagged, granite pinnacles of the Cathedral Range 
are immediately striking, in particular Cathedral Peak, 
visible from numerous spots in the region. At certain 
angles its summit appears to be a near-perfect pin-
point, though in reality it’s a craggy, double-pronged 
aff air.

Mammoth Peak from Tuolumne Meadows

Cathedral Lake and Cathedral Peak
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T I O G A  R O A DT I O G A  R O A D
Tioga Rd (or Hwy 120) is the only road through the 
park. Beautiful views and giant sequoias await after 
many a bend in the road. Heavy snowfall keeps it 
closed from about November until May.

OLMSTED POINT C 3
Take in the lunar landscape of glaciated granite with a 
stunning view down Tenaya Canyon to the back side of 
Half Dome. Looming over the canyon’s eastern side is 
9926ft Clouds Rest, a massive mountain comprising 
the largest exposed chunk of granite in Yosemite.

TENAYA L AKE C 3
Just east of Olmsted Point, the shiny blue surface of 
Tenaya Lake (8150ft) looks absolutely stunning framed 
by thick stands of pine and a series of smooth granite 
cliff s and domes. Dominating its north side is Polly 
Dome (9806ft).

Half Dome from Olmsted Point
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