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The creatures in this  
book are all unique 
in their own ways, so 
we’ve used a special 
strangeometer to rank 
them. This is made up of 
four categories with a 
score out of 25 for each. 

These categories are…

Read on and find out about the most bizarre and scary predators  
on the planet, including:

• The plants that gobble up insects for lunch

• The ferocious fish with a taste for flesh

• Some of the most poisonous animals in the world

• A real-life dragon that can tackle a buffalo

• The snake with a unique disguise for luring birds into its clutches

… and many more!

This looks at how 
unusual the creature and 

its attack method are.

These are added up to get a 
strangeometer score out of 100!  

How menacing is this 
creature to animals  
and humans? 

Some animals are simply 
very fierce. They will get 
big scores here.

If the creature uses sneaky 

skills to get its dinner, it will 

score highly in this category.

INTRODUCTION STRANGEOMETER

STRANGEOMETER
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Every creature needs to eat to survive, and for some that means eating 
other animals. To do this, they must be able to catch animals that really 
don’t want to end up as dinner.

In this book, we’ve ranked the world’s strangest predators to find out about…

• The cunning ways they try to catch their prey

• Their ferocity

• Their beastly behaviour
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S o m e t i m e s  m y 
w i n t e r  c o a t  i s 
b l u e - g r e y  i n c o l o u r .

ARCTIC FOX  This snowy white fox may look cute, but it’s a vicious hunter, tracking down seal pups in their snow dens and eating them. Its white coat keeps it hidden in the snow so it can creep up on other animals like lemmings, voles, hares and birds. It has also cleverly adapted to be able to keep warm at  temperatures as low as -50oC (-58oF).

When food is really 
scarce, it will even eat 

its own poo!
STRANGEOMETER
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The Arctic 
fox has great 

hearing and listens to 
the ice for the sounds of small 

creatures hiding beneath it. When it 

hears a noise, it jumps on the ice 
 to break it and get to its prey.

The white coat of the Arctic 
fox provides great winter 
camouflage, allowing it to 
blend into the snow and 
ice. When the seasons 
change, its coat 
becomes brown or 
grey to blend in 
with rocks and 
plants.

#33
Arctic region
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GILA 
The Gila monster is one of 

the few venomous lizards. It 
grabs and holds onto its 

prey for up to 15 minutes 
while its venom attacks 
the nerves of its victim.

#29 T h e  c l u e  i s  i n 
m y  n a m e .  I ’ m  a 

m o n s t r o u s  p r e d a t o r !
MONSTER

The Gila swallows its prey alive  
if it’s small or crushes it to death  
if it’s bigger. It doesn’t chew its 
food but swallows it whole. It 

can eat about a third of its body 
weight in one sitting and stores 

fat in its tail, which allows it to go 
up to a year without food.

A bite from a Gila is very 
painful, but don’t try to shake the creature off. The best way to get it to let go is to dunk its head underwater.

STRANGEOMETER
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North America
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TRAPDOOR SPIDER 
Not all spiders spin webs. The trapdoor spider 
hides in a hole camouflaged with sticks and   

leaves, and grabs insects that pass by.  
Some even make their burrows  

next to streams to  
catch fish.

MARGAY
One of the smaller big cats, the cunning margay lives in 
forests where it feeds on mammals, birds and fruit. 

I ’ m  t h e 

i m p r e s s i o n i s t  o f 

t h e  c a t  w o r l d .

The margay can turn  
its back legs 180 degrees to  
let it run head-first down  
a tree, like a squirrel. It can also 
hang from a branch with one foot.

#24

The spider 
hides behind its 

trapdoor and waits 
to feel vibrations 

from passing prey. 
It then leaps out 

and drags its 
dinner back into 

the hole.

K n o c k ,  k n o c k . 

W h o ’ s  t h e r e ?  O n ly 

c r e e p y  l i t t l e  m e !

Its clever trick is to mimic the sound of a young 
tamarin monkey. The call attracts adult tamarin 

monkeys, who come closer to investigate, and the 
margay can then attack. Although the mimicry isn’t 

very good, it works well enough to get  
the monkeys’ attention.

Female trapdoor spiders remain in or 
near their burrows for most of their 

lives and have to make the hole  
bigger as they grow.

#23
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Mexico, Central and South America

The Americas, Africa, China,  
Japan and Australia



36 37

M y  s a w  h e l p s  m e 

t o  f i n d  f i s h  a n d 

t h e n  s t u n  t h e m .

Its saw is packed with 
sensory organs that detect 

tiny electrical signals made by 
fish swimming nearby. It then 
uses its saw to attack and 

stun the fish before 
gobbling them up.

The rostrum can also be 
used like a shovel to dig for 
prey in the muddy seafloor. 

Unfortunately, sawfish are now 
one of the most endangered 

species in the world. 
Baby sawfish are born with their saws covered in a protective  

material so that they don’t injure their mother.

The sawfish has a ferocious-
looking nose called a rostrum 
that really does look like 
a double-sided saw. Adult 
sawfish can grow up to 7m 
(23ft) long, and the saw  
part can be a quarter  
of its length.

SAWFISH

#22
Tropical Atlantic and Pacific
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