
CONTENTS

PICTURE CREDITS

INTRODUCTION................. 6

OCEAN BEASTS #40-31 
	 BASKING SHARK.......................... 8	 GIANT CLAM.............................. 16 

	 TRUMPETFISH............................ 10	 COMB JELLY.............................. 17

	 SEA PEN.................................. 12	 OCEAN SUNFISH.......................... 18

	 SEA CUCUMBER........................... 13	 SEAHORSE................................ 20

	 WIRE CORAL.............................. 14	 RED LIONFISH............................ 21

QUIZ........................................ 22

OCEAN BEASTS #30-21 
	 MANATEE.................................. 24	 BLUE WHALE............................. 32 

	 SEA PIG................................... 26	 SEA ANGEL............................... 34

	 STRIPED PYJAMA SQUID................. 28	 DUMBO OCTOPUS......................... 35

	 REEF TRIGGERFISH....................... 30	 SLOANE'S VIPERFISH.................... 36

	 LONGHORN COWFISH..................... 31	 SUNFLOWER SEA STAR.................. 38

QUIZ........................................ 40

OCEAN BEASTS #20-11 
	 FLAMINGO TONGUE SNAIL................ 42	 HORSESHOE CRAB........................ 50 

	 NARWHAL................................. 44	 PORTUGUESE MAN-OF-WAR............. 52

	 CHRISTMAS TREE WORM................. 46	 HAGFISH.................................. 53

	 DECORATOR CRAB........................ 47	 LEAFY SEADRAGON....................... 54

	 PARROTFISH.............................. 48	 HANDFISH................................. 56

QUIZ........................................ 58

OCEAN BEASTS #10-1 
	 PISTOL SHRIMP. ......................... 60	 CLOWN FROGFISH........................ 68 

	 IMMORTAL JELLYFISH.................... 62	 RED-LIPPED BATFISH.................... 70

	 FIREFLY SQUID........................... 64	 GOBLIN SHARK........................... 72

	 GREENLAND SHARK....................... 66	 MIMIC OCTOPUS.......................... 74

	 JAPANESE SPIDER CRAB................. 67	 ANGLERFISH.............................. 76

QUIZ........................................ 78

GLOSSARY...................... 80

The Publisher would l ike to thank the following for their kind permission to reproduce 
their photographs:

Page 4-5: Shutterstock / Photobank gallery; Page 6-7: Shutterstock / Rich Carey; Page 8-9: Shutterstock 
/ Grant M Henderson; Page 10-11: Shutterstock / Rich Carey; Page 11 inset: Getty images / Humberto 
Ramirez; Page 12: Getty images / David Fleetham / VW PICS / UIG; Page 13: Shutterstock / e2dan; Page 
14-15: Shutterstock / InnaVar; Page 14 inset: Shutterstock / Aleksey Stemmer; Page 16: Shutterstock / 
Errorcz; Page 17: Shutterstock / evantravels; Page 18-19: Getty images / Rodrigo Friscione; Page 18 inset: 
Shutterstock / WoodysPhotos; Page 20: Shutterstock / Studio 37; Page 21: Shutterstock / Drew McArthur; 
Page 22-23: Shutterstock / Damsea; Page 22 inset: Shutterstock / Grant M Henderson; Page 23 inset: 
Shutterstock / Errorcz; Page 24-25: Shutterstock / Andrea Izzotti; Page 24 inset: Getty images / Reinhard 
Dirscherl / ullstein bild; Page 26-27: Ocean Networks Canada; Page 27 inset: Shutterstock / Adam Ke; Page 
28-29: Shutterstock / Alexius Sutandio; Page 30: Shutterstock / Darren J. Bradley; Page 31: Shutterstock 
/ Khoroshunova Olga; Page 32-33: Getty images / Franco Banti; Page 33 inset: Shutterstock / Allexxandar; 
Page 34: Shutterstock / tuthelens; Page 35: NOAA / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 36-37: Solvin Zankl / Alamy 
Stock Photo; Page 38-39: Shutterstock / Greg Amptman; Page 39 inset: Getty images / Universal History 
Archive / UIG; Page 40-41: Shutterstock / Damsea; Page 40 inset: Shutterstock / Alexius Sutandio; Page 41 
inset: Shutterstock / tuthelens; Page 42-43: Shutterstock / bearacreative; Page 44-45: Getty images / 
Paul Nicklen; Page 46: Shutterstock / JonMilnes; Page 47: Shutterstock / Ekkapan Poddamrong; Page 48-
49: Getty images / Wild Horizon / UIG; Page 48 inset: Shutterstock / S_Photo; Page 50-51: Shutterstock / 
BeeRu; Page 50 inset: Shutterstock / Andrii Vodolazhskyi; Page 52: Getty images / Wolfgang Poelzer; Page 
53: Getty images / Gerald & Buff Corsi; Page 54-55: Shutterstock / Kjersti Joergensen; Page 55 inset: 
Nature Picture Library / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 56-57: Minden Pictures / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 58-59: 
Shutterstock / Damsea; Page 58 inset: Getty images / Paul Nicklen; Page 59 inset: Shutterstock / Kjersti 
Joergensen; Page 60-61: Minden Pictures / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 62-63: Getty images / Yiming Chen; 
Page 64-65: 500px/ ma-mi; Page 66: Getty images / Franco Banfi; Page 67: Shutterstock / Jane Rix; Page 
68-69: Getty images / Mark Webster; Page 70-71: Minden Pictures / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 72-73: Paulo 
Oliveira / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 73 inset: Kelvin Aitken / VWPics / Alamy Stock Photo; Photo; Page 74-75: 
Ethan Daniels / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 75 inset: Shutterstock / AquariusPhotography; Page 76-77: Getty 
images / Peter David; Page 78-79: Shutterstock / Damsea; Page 78 inset: Getty images / Yiming Chen; Page 79 
inset: Minden Pictures / Alamy Stock Photo; Page 80: Shutterstock / divedog.



6 7

The creatures in this  
book are all unique 
in their own ways, so 
we’ve used a special 
strangeometer to rank 
them. This is made up  
of four categories with  
a score out of 25  
for each. 

These categories are…

 
In this book, you’re about to meet:

    The biggest animal that the world has ever known

    A creature with eyes on the end of its arms

    A color-changing master of disguise

    A fish wearing lipstick

    The fashion designer of the sea

… and many more!

This considers how 

stunning the ocean 

creature looks.

These are added up to get a 
strangeometer score out of 100!  

What unusual skills does the 
creature have that make it 
stand out from the crowd?

What is the “wow 
factor” for this 
underwater creature?

How likely are you to 

encounter this creature? 

Some are very rare indeed!

INTRODUCTION STRANGEOMETER

STRANGEOMETER
17/25

8/25

12/25

13/25

50/100

Appearance

Weird abilities 

Rarity

Strangeness

Strangeometer Score

Appearance

Strangeometer Score

Weird abilities 

Rarity
Strangeness

More than 70 percent of our planet is covered in seawater, and our oceans 
contain millions of amazing creatures. Join us to find out about the most 
fascinating and creepy creatures, and learn which is the weirdest of them all.

We’ve ranked the world’s strangest ocean beasts to find out about…

•	 Their crazy skills

•	 Their bizarre habits

•	 Their jaw-dropping looks
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Coastal Arctic and temperate waters 

STRANGEOMETER
12/25

11/25

12/25

11/25

46/100

Appearance

Weird abilities 

Rarity

Strangeness

Strangeometer score 

The big-mouthed basking shark is the second-
biggest fish in the seas. However, it survives 

by eating some of the ocean’s smallest 
creatures: plankton. 

BASKING SHARK

#40
Although it usually swims 
slowly, this shark can 
jump completely out 
of the water, probably 
to try to get rid of 
parasites on its skin.

I  c a n  f i l t e r  2 , 0 0 0 
t o n s  o f  s e a w a t e r  a n 

h o u r .  G u l p !

The basking shark is covered in a very 
smelly slime that can rot fishing nets.
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10.
What do 

handfish do 
with their 
“hands”?

9.

1. With their feet  2. hagfish  3. by its color  4. Pop back into 

their burrows  5. In a cocoon made of their own mucus  6. 

With hooked hairs  7. blue  8. Up to 164 ft. (50 m)  9. Leafy 

SeaDragon  10. Walk with them

answers

5.

See if you can answer  
these questions on the  
ten ocean beasts you’ve  
just learned about!

QUIZ

4.

8.3.

6.

2.

How do 
decorator crabs 
attach things  

to their  
shells?

How long are 
Portuguese 

man-of-war 
tentacles?

What color 

is horseshoe 

crab blood?

7.

Where do 
parrotfish 

sleep?

What do 

Christmas tree 

worms do when 

startled?How can  
you tell a 
narwhal’s  

age?

What is this creature?

What is this fish?

1.
How do 
flamingo 
tongue 

snails eat?
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IMMORTAL 
JELLYFISH
This tiny jellyfish can live backwards.  

It can revert from its adult form back to 

its juvenile polyp form. This means that if 

it doesn’t get eaten, become ill, or have an 

accident, it could potentially live forever.

Adult immortal jellyfish only 
go back to its juvenile state in 
an emergency, such as when 
there is not enough food. 

S c i e n t i s t s  a r e 
s t u d y i n g  m e  t o 

h e l p  f i g h t  d i s e a s e .

Immortal jellyfish are only  

0.2 in. (4.5 mm) long.

STRANGEOMETER
17/25

25/25

10/25

25/25

77/100

Appearance

Weird abilities 

Rarity

Strangeness

Strangeometer score 

#9
Worldwide
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GOBLIN SHARK 
The goblin shark has been called a “living fossil” 

because it is related to a family of sharks  

that were around 125 million years ago.#3

i ’ m  s o m e t i m e s  
c a l l e d  t h e  va m p i r e 

s h a r k  b e c a u s e  
i  a v o i d  l i g h t .

Goblin sharks aren’t seen often – they live  

in very deep waters, more than 0.6 miles  

(1 km) down. Even if you could swim that  

far down, the shark probably wouldn’t see  

you because its eyesight is very poor.

STRANGEOMETER
23/25

17/25

23/25

20/25

83/100

Appearance

Weird abilities 

Rarity

Strangeness

Strangeometer score 

Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian Oceans

The alien-looking goblin shark can slide its 

jaws forward to catch its prey. Its snout  

can sense movement, which helps it  
to zero in on nearby fish.
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Indo-Pacific region

STRANGEOMETER
21/25

25/25

14/25

25/25

85/100

Appearance

Weird abilities 

Rarity

Strangeness

Strangeometer score 

#2

To look like a scary sea snake, 
the master of disguise hides 
in a hole and pokes out two 

of its legs, which it places  
in opposite directions. 

Scientists have 
discovered 15 

different disguises 
of the octopus, 

including the squid. 

i  w a s  o n l y  
d i s c o v e r e d  

i n  1 9 9 8 .

MIMIC 
OCTOPUS

If the ocean had Oscars, the mimic 
octopus would win them all. If it  
is being attacked, it can change the 
way it looks and pretend to be other 
sea creatures, such as lionfish, sea 
snakes, starfish, or jellyfish.

To pretend to be a lionfish, the mimic octopus can change 
color and shape its eight legs to look like spines. 
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S o m e  o f  u s  c a n  g r o w 
u p  t o  3.3  f t .  ( 1  m )  i n 
l e n g t h .  D o n ’ t  h a v e 

n i g h t m a r e s ! ANGLERFISH
This creepy-looking creature mostly lives at 

the bottom of the deep, dark Atlantic  
and Antarctic Oceans, and it has  

some super-weird habits.A piece of the female 
anglerfish’s spine hangs 
over her head, like a 
fishing pole with a tasty 
worm attached. The tip 
of the pole glows in the 
dark to attract smaller 
prey and lure them into 
the anglerfish’s mouth.

Male anglerfish are much smaller than females. When they find a female, they grab 
onto her with their sharp teeth and stick to her, losing their eyes and most of 

their internal organs. Females can carry six or more males on their bodies.

Atlantic and Antarctic Oceans

#1

STRANGEOMETER
23/25

25/25

13/25

25/25

86/100

Appearance

Weird abilities 

Rarity

Strangeness

Strangeometer score 



6. What is the 

worlds largest 
mollusc?
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1. More than 7,000 degrees fahrenheit (4,000 degrees Celsius)   

2. immortal jellyfish  3. it has parasites living in its eyes  4. the 

firefly squid  5. About 13 ft. (4 m) across  6. Because they stay 

very still  7. Red-lipped batfish  8. The vampire shark   

9. A fishing pole on her head  10. at least 15

10.

answers

How many 

disguises does 
the mimic 

octopus have?

5.

See if you can answer  
these questions on the  
ten ocean beasts you’ve  
just learned about!

QUIZ

2.

4.
8.

3.

7.

9.

1.

What does the 
female angler 
fish use to 

attract food?

What 
temperature 

does the pistol 
shrimp’s claw 

snap produce?

What is the 
goblin shark’s 
nickname?

Why is it 

easy to take 

a picture of a 

clown frogfish?

6.

What is this fish?

How big is  
the Japanese 
spider crab?

What is 

thought to be 

the only squid 

that can see in 

color?
Why are many 

Greenland sharks 
almost blind?

What is this creature?



algae	 very small organisms (living things) that look like plants and grow in or near water 

colony	 a group of animals of the same type living or growing together

coral	 a marine animal that stays in one place undersea and forms a hard rock-like substance

fang	 a large pointed tooth

fossil	 the remains of an animal or plant preserved in rock for millions of years

gill	 the body part of a fish or other marine creature, which it uses to breathe

mammal	 warm-blooded animals that breathe air; the females have glands that produce milk  
for their young

Middle Ages	 the period of history between about 500 and 1500 AD

mollusk	 an animal with no spine and a soft body, often covered in a shell

mucus	 the slimy liquid that is produced by the nose

organ	 a part of the body

organism	 a living thing

parasite	 an organism that lives on and feeds off another organism

plankton	 really, really small plants and animals that float in the sea

polyp	 a simple tube-shaped water organism 

predator	 an animal that hunts and eats other another animals

prey	 an animal that is hunted and eaten by other animals

quill pen	 a pen made from the feather of a goose or other bird, used in the past

species	 a type of animal or plant with similar characteristics

subtropical	 the areas that are immediately north or south of the tropics (see tropical)

temperate	 a temperature that is neither very hot nor very cold

tentacle	 a long thin arm-like part of an animal's body used for catching food, moving around, 
or defense 

tropical	 relating to the tropics, which is the area on either side of the equator, the imaginary line 
around the center of the Earth

vertebrate	 a creature with a spine

GLOSSARY
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