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They might be hard to see sometimes, but insects make up 80 percent of all
the world's species. It is estimated that there are 10 quintillion insects alive -
that's 10,000.000,000,000,000,000, or 10 billion billion, creepy-crawlies.

OFf course, not all creepy—crawlies are insects. There are 11500 spider species
alone, as well as earthworms, millipedes, and many other different kinds of
creatures. This book ranks some of the strangest, by looking at...

& The amazing ways they hide from view
& The astonishing powers of these mighty mini-beasts

& How ferocious they are

Read on to find out about some of the strangest creepy-crawlies that
you would be lucky, or unlucky, enough to encounter, including:

& The tiny terror that blows ifself up to save its friends
. @ A crazy snail that turns into a zombie
i & A creature that is so well disquised even its own species can't spot it
& A monstrous spider that's as big as a dinner plate
... and lofs more of the world's most fanfastically strange creepy-crawlies.
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the creatures in this
book are all unique
in their own ways, so
we've used a special
strangeometer to rank
them. This is made up
of four categories with
a score out of 25

for each.

These cateqories are...

FIGHT FACTOR 13/25
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CREEPINESS

SUPERPOWERS
How likely are they to

make you shiver?

What special skills do these
creatures have to make them
stand out from #he norm?

wyT .
FIGHT FAcTOR
They might be smaj),
but how much fight
do they have?
These are added up o get a
strangeometer score out of 100!
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You might think some bugs are
ugly, but how good-looking
are these lovely creatures?




Male elephant beetles have
horns like elephant tusks,
which they use to fight for
female mates and food.

ELEPHANT

BEETLE

The elephant beetle is one of the giants
of the insect world, ranging from
3-5in. (8-13 cm) long! Don't

worry, they may look fierce
but they only eat fruit
and flowers.

[ LTKE MY FOOD
T0 BE ROTTEN AND
DECAYING.
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== == Mexico, and Central and South American rainforest |

Scientists are turning elephant beetles into cyborg 4 R A : ; N7 -

N\ L. o 1™ , oy .
robots. The beetles are strong enough to carry a ) SRR, T ; ; Q\\\';
backpack that allows them to be controlled with a e %\” AN TR B @ SEGESATES 14725
video game handset. s all in a 9ood cause - hopefully, : . /).« \ . W
the flying insects will be able to fake part in rescue missions - /4 N N X & FIGHT FACTOR 3/25

and find people trapped in rubble after earthquakes or explosions.
They might even be able to help track down criminals!
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See if you can answer 6
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Z0MBIE SNAIL o

fnoet o ot at® e eno:l"gh - & 5 The parasite living ir;::idbe +h:+:: I::ri+s:::
! ! STEEOCES T - . N wants the snail to be e
ou might think, but theres wo _r » o i
3rea+ures called parasites live in the poop and so ol '“S's:a::,a:::':w;er sna“.
they get eaten, too. The parasites then fake
control of the snail's brain, making them
do some very strange things!

Once a parasite is inside, it fakes
over the snail's brain, turning it into
a zombie. The poor snail has to do
whatever the parasite wants!
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BIRDS THINK MY COLORFUL
EYESTALKS LOOK LIKE 7/25

the parasites turn the VTR APRORERRRR Y L YUMMY CATERPILLARS!

snail's eyestalks info crazy NN : dhg CRhd ‘;' s oo b g, J FIGHT FACTOR

tentacles. Then they make the S by 4% 1 SR ' - : S 0/25
snail move into the sunlight, where its A | '

weird eyes flash a signal to passing

birds, saying, “Come and eat me!"
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Scientists have found that it doesn't fake
much +o make an exploding ant blow itself
up - just a light touch will do.

OF all the defense factics you may have heard about, the
exploding ant's self-destruct skill is the most extremel
The Malaysian exploding ant is different from most
other bugs because it sacrifices itself for the good of
its colony. Scientists call this dufothysis, a word that
comes from the Greek words for self and sacrifice.

Ants always look out
for their fellow ants,
and by €xpPloding, they
€an scare off competitors
or Predators and save
their colony,

25/25

25/25

When the ant explodes, it
dies, and sometimes the
invading insect dies, too. If
the ant's atfacker (usually
another ant) survives, it
learns to stay well away from
this kind of ant in the future

When
it senses

danger, the ant
contracis its abdomen,
causing its poison
glands to explode.

FIGHT FACTOR 25/25

Malaysia and Brunet




See if you can answer
these questions on the ten
creepy—crawlies you've just
learned about!

How many pnovre
fimes its own

body weight can
: asswing
Leaf insects are the 9| ‘ armd
such masters of putterfly

disguise that ey
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did the ancjent
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