
Y Ffarmers
A village pub par excellence, 

tucked away in the undulating 
hills south of Aberystwyth.

The walk along the sand to 
this isolated beachfront pub is 

all part of the package.

Roaring fires, real ales, hearty 
meals, 500-year-old walls, a 
resident ghost – what more 

could you want?

Almost everyone
comes for the pizza and the 
free-pint-with-every-main deal.

A rare gem solely 
devoted to ale, whisky, 
wine and conversation.

Beloved of farm dogs, who hog 
all the best spots by the fire.

The windblown spine of the 
Gower Peninsula is made 

even more mysterious by its 
ancient dolmen.

Ponder the improbable in 
these ancient hills where 
the bluestones of 
Stonehenge were sourced.

Another of Snowdonia's 
giants but a much quieter 
one.

Great Orme 
A real wild child, looming 

above the most genteel 
of seaside resorts.

Wales' loftiest 
mountain has one 

of the most visited 
peaks in the  world.

The eastern reaches of 
Brecon Beacons National 
Park have a desolateness 

that’s utterly appealing.

The Romans came, saw, 
conquered and bathed – and 
left behind ruins of barracks, 
baths and an amphitheatre.

Riverside ruins that 
inspired generations 
of poets and artists.

A World Heritage Site of 
well-preserved ironworks 

and the fascinating Big 
Pit Coal Mine.

The wealth and power of the 
medieval church are on display 

in this impressive complex.

A World Heritage Site focused on 
Thomas Telford's ingenious canal 
system and Georgian civil 
engineering.

Just as picturesque as its 
much bigger sister at Tintern, 
and even more isolated.

A breathtaking ensemble of 
formal gardens and woodlands 
attached to a gracious manor.

This vast complex opened in 
2000 and is a botanical 

monument in the making.

A stunner, bounded by Cardiff 
Castle and the River Taff, and full 

of mature trees and daffodils.

History is on display in this 
beautiful set of 400-year-old 
walled gardens.

A baroque masterpiece of 
manicured yews, terraces, 

formal gardens and orchards.

The exquisite product of 
considerable time and space –

500 years and 300 hectares, 
to be exact.

Coastal walking plus boat trips to 
a scattering of nearby islands lend 
an ozone-blown frisson to a walk.

Surfers’ hub for the Gower 
Peninsula’s Rhossili Bay, and 
Wales’ premier surfing spot.

The National Watersports Centre offers 
sailing, powerboating, sea kayaking, 

windsurfing and stand-up paddleboarding.

Take a course in rock climbing, 
mountaineering, kayaking or canoeing.

Serious mountain-biking park 
in the post-industrial landscape 
of Blaenau Ffestiniog.

Home to the highest 
mountain in England 

and Wales and great for 
off-season walking.

Built to protect an 
exclusive English enclave 
in the heart of Gwynedd.

Majestic Caernarfon was built 
between 1283 and 1330 as a 

military stronghold, seat of 
government and royal palace.

Symmetry and elegance 
– a masterclass in castle 

building.

The most fairy-tale-like of 
Wales’ castles, with a pretty 

lake serving as its moat.

A decadent layer cake comprising a 
Roman fort, Norman keep, Plantagenet 
manor house and Victorian fantasy.

The most dramatically 
positioned fortress in 
Wales, guarding a lonely 
stretch of Brecon Beacons 
National Park.
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Daily Costs a
Budget Less than £50
Dorm bed: £14–23
Cheap meal in a cafe or pub: £3–10
Bus ticket (less than 100 miles): up 
to £18

Midrange £50–130
Double room in a hotel/B&B: £65–130
Main course in a midrange 
restaurant: £10–20
Castle admission: £4–11
Car rental: per day from £30

Top End More than £130
Luxury hotel or boutique B&B 
room: from £130
Three-course meal in a top 
restaurant: £20–50
Theatre ticket: £10–50
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When to Go 
High Season Jul & Aug
Weather is at its warmest. Ac-
commodation prices increase in 
coastal areas and national parks, 
but not in cities. The absolute 
peak is the August school holidays. 
Prices also rise to peak levels over 
Christmas and New Year.

Shoulder Season Apr–Jun, Sep 
& Oct
The season doesn't kick off  until 
Easter. Prices rise to peak levels 
on bank holidays. April to June 
are the driest months; October is 
one of the wettest.

Low Season Nov–Mar
Snow can close roads, particular-
ly in the mountains. January and 
February are the coldest months.

Mountains &
Moors c
Wales’ craggy peaks and 
patchwork fields harbour 
numerous historic, cultural and 
economic treasures, and the Welsh 
people are fiercely proud of them.

è Snowdon (Snowdonia, C1)

è Cader Idris (Snowdonia, C2)

è  Black Mountains (Brecon Beacons 
National Park, D3)

è Great Orme (Llandudno, C1)

è Cefn Bryn (Gower Peninsula, B4)

è Preseli Hills (Newport, B3)
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Popular
Pubs u
When it comes to drinking in 
Wales, the local pub is still the 
social hub of the community.

û Tŷ Coch Inn (Morfa Nefyn, B2)

û Albion Ale House (Conwy, C1)

û Y Ffarmers (Aberystwyth, C3)

û  Neuadd Arms Hotel (Llanwrtyd 
Wells, C3)

û Gallt-y-Glyn (Llanberis, C1)

û  Black Boy Inn (Caernarfon, B1; 
pictured)
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Heritage &
History v
Everywhere you go in Wales 
you’ ll see the nation’s history 
written large. The landscape 
is littered with ancient burial 
mounds, standing stones, rusting 
machinery and churches.

í Tintern Abbey (Lower Rye Valley, D4)

í  Pontcysyllte Aqueduct & Canal 
(Llangollen, D2; pictured)

í  Llanthony Priory (Black 
Mountains, D4)

í Caerleon (Newport, D4)

í  St Davids Bishop’s Palace (St 
Davids, A4)

í Blaenavon (South Wales Valleys, D4)
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Parks &
Gardens f
Green-fingered travellers will 
find plenty of inspiration in the 
many significant, painstakingly 
landscaped gardens scattered 
around the Welsh countryside.

÷  Bodnant Garden (Bodnant Estate, 
C1)

÷  National Botanic Garden of Wales 
(Llanarthne, C3)

÷  Aberglasney Gardens (Llandeilo, 
C3)

÷ Powis Castle (Welshpool, D2)

÷ Bute Park (Cardiff , C4; pictured)

÷ Gregynog Hall (Newtown, C2)
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Outdoor
Activities p
Need a dose of the great outdoors? 
Simple: head to Wales. The terrain 
lends itself to a whole range of 
activities from relaxing to rigorous, 
the landscape is stunning and 
access is easy.

Ø  Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park (Pembrokeshire, A3; pictured)

Ø  Snowdonia National Park 
(Snowdonia, C2)

Ø Llangennith (Gower Peninsula, B4)

Ø Plas Menai (Caernarfon, B1)

Ø  Plas y Brenin National Mountain 
Sports Centre (Snowdonia, C1)

Ø Antur Stiniog (Blaenau Ffestiniog, C2)
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Captivating
Castles "
The golden age of castle building 
coincided with the golden age of 
‘ let’s show the Welsh what’s what’, 
so there’s barely a town of any note 
that doesn't have a castle towering 
over it.

V Conwy Castle (Conwy, C1)

V Beaumaris Castle (Beaumaris, C1)

V  Caernarfon Castle (Caernarfon, B1; 
pictured) 

V Caerphilly Castle (Caerphilly, C4)

V  Carreg Cennen (Brecon Beacons 
National Park, C3)

V Cardiff  Castle (Cardiff , D4)
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WALES
P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover Wales’ top regional sights, and 
experience it through an inspiring list of themes

Conwy
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Opening Hours C
Opening hours tend to be fairly 
standard throughout the year, 
except at outdoor venues.

Banks 9.30am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday, to 1pm Saturday

Cafes 9am to 5pm Monday to 
Saturday, 11am to 4pm Sunday

Post offi  ces 9am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday, to 12.30pm Saturday

Pubs 11am–11pm

Restaurants noon to 2pm and 6 
to 10pm

Shops 9am to 6pm Monday to 
Saturday, 11am to 4pm Sunday

1st Edition

Published Apr 2019
UK £4.99 USA $7.99

Printed in China
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The adventure continues on lonelyplanet.com

Bathymetric data adapted from The GEBCO_2014 Grid, version 20150318, www.gebco.net 
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y.and Victorian fantasye a
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C A R D I F F  &C A R D I F F  &
S O U T H E A S T  W A L E SS O U T H E A S T  W A L E S
Wales’ southeast corner is the birthplace of British 
tourism. For over 200 years travellers have visited 
tranquil River Wye and its winding, wooded vale. But 
there’s more to the region: the story of the Industrial 
Revolution, superb hiking terrain and whitewashed 
ancient churches.

CARDIFF D 4
The exuberant capital of Wales, compact Cardiff  has 
emerged as one of Britain’s leading urban centres. 
From the historic castle to the ultramodern waterfront, 
from lively street cafes to infectious nightlife, from Vic-
torian shopping arcades to the gigantic rugby stadium, 
Cardiff  undoubtedly has buzz.

BRECON BE ACONS NATIONAL PARK C 3
Wales’ third national park manages quite a feat – and 
that’s to be simultaneously bleak and beautiful. Walk-
ers will delight in its unpopulated moors and bald hills, 
while history buff s can seek out hill forts and barrows, 
and the enigmatic ruins of abbeys and castles.

HAY- ON-W YE D 3
This unselfconsciously pretty border town has 
assumed near mythic proportions among both the 
worldwide literati and lit-loving Brits as the most 
book-imbued place in the world. And there’s good beer 
and food to be had, too.

Brecon Beacons National Park

City Hall, Cardiff
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T H E  G O W E R  &T H E  G O W E R  &
C A R M A R T H E N S H I R EC A R M A R T H E N S H I R E
A smorgasbord of experiences is on off er in this corner 
of Wales, with physical proximity the only thing linking 
its three main dishes: unforgettable coasts, abundant 
greenery and excellent produce.

GOWER PENINSUL A B 4
It’s the strange combination of accessibility and 
remoteness that makes the Gower Peninsula unique, 
but it’s the gorgeous beaches that make it truly special. 
It comes to a worthy coda with the long sandy miles 
abutting Rhossili Bay, aff ording blissful solitude for 
surfers and beach strollers alike.

L AU GHARNE B 4
Handsome little Laugharne (pronounced 'larn') sits 
above the tide-washed shores of the Taf Estuary, 
overlooked by a Norman castle. Dylan Thomas spent 
the last four years of his life here, during which time he 
produced some of his most inspired work.

THE MUMBLES C 4  
The Mumbles has been Swansea’s seaside retreat 
since 1807, when the Oystermouth Railway, built three 
years previously for transporting coal on horse-drawn 
carriages, was adapted for human cargo. Closed in 
1960, it has the distinction of being the fi rst passenger 
railway service in the world.Laugharne Castle

Gower Peninsula coast
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P E M B R O K E S H I R EP E M B R O K E S H I R E
The wild and incredibly beautiful landscape is Pem-
brokeshire’s greatest asset, and in summer people 
fl ock here from all over Britain to enjoy spectacular 
outdoor activities. On top of its natural assets, Pem-
brokeshire off ers a wealth of Celtic and pre-Celtic sites, 
forbidding castles and fascinating islands.

ST DAVIDS A 3
Some places have a presence all of their own, and 
that’s certainly true of precious little St Davids. Offi  cial-
ly a city but more like a large village, the peaceful home 
of Wales’ patron saint has attracted the spiritually 
minded for centuries.

NEWPORT B 3
Newport is a pretty cluster of fl ower-bedecked cottag-
es huddled beneath a small Norman castle. It sits at the 
foot of Mynydd Carningli, a large bump on the seaward 
side of the Preseli Hills, and has gained a reputation for 
the quality of its restaurants and guesthouses.

SKOMER ISL AND A 4
Skomer Island is one of the richest wildlife environ-
ments in Britain. In the nesting season it’s home to 
more than half a million seabirds, including guillemots, 
razorbills, puffi  ns, storm petrels and a signifi cant colo-
ny of Manx shearwaters, as well as grey seals.Puffins on Skomer Island

St Davids Cathedral
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A N G L E S E Y  &  T H E A N G L E S E Y  &  T H E 
N O R T H  C O A S TN O R T H  C O A S T
This compact region can be boiled down to two essen-
tial things: castles and coast. Few castles attract more 
admiring stares than the glamorous trio of Caernarfon, 
Conwy and Beaumaris. As for the coast, there’s a 
reason that Llandudno has been crowned ‘the Queen 
of Welsh Resorts’.

BE AUMARIS C1
Anglesey’s prettiest town off ers a winning combina-
tion of a waterfront location, ever-present views of 
the mainland mountains, a near-perfect castle and an 
elegant collection of Georgian, Victorian and Edwardi-
an buildings, housing a growing number of boutiques, 
galleries, smart hotels and chic eateries.

LL ANDUDNO C1
It’s not Wales’ most beautiful beach but Llandudno has 
lashings of old-fashioned charm. Where else can you 
watch a Punch and Judy puppet show over sausages 
then head into a chintzy hotel for high tea?

CONW Y C1
A visit to Britain's most complete walled town should 
be high on the itinerary for anyone with even a mild 
crush on things historic. The mighty castle continues 
to loom over the town and the mouth of the Conwy 
River, as it’s done since late 13th century.

RHOSNEIGR B 1
The large village, a popular resort in Edwardian times, 
sits between the beach and a small lake, and has the 
rare advantage of having its own functioning train sta-
tion – all of which combine to make it one of the most 
desirable addresses in Anglesey.

Beaumaris Castle
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M I D - W A L E SM I D - W A L E S
Bordered by the dramatic landscapes of two national 
parks, Mid-Wales is often overlooked. Yet this region 
of plunging coastline, wooded river valleys and small 
market towns is something of a well-kept secret.

CAMBRIAN MOUNTAINS C 3
The Cambrian Mountains are a rather desolate but 
starkly beautiful area of uplands covering the region 
roughly between Snowdonia and the Brecon Beacons. 
Hidden in the folds of the hills are lakes, waterfalls and 
deserted valleys, as well as hill farms home to thou-
sands of sheep.

EL AN VALLE Y C 3
The Elan Valley is fi lled with strikingly beautiful 
countryside, split by imposing Victorian and Edward-
ian dams and the lakes they’ve created. The need to 
protect the 70-sq-mile watershed has turned it and 
adjacent areas into an important wildlife-conservation 
area.

ABERYST W Y TH C 2
The lively university town of Aberystwyth (aber-ist-
with) has a stunning location. Student bars and cheap 
restaurants line the streets, and the fl ashing lights 
of traditional amusements twinkle from the pier, but 
tucked away in the side streets is a handful of chichi 
boutiques and organic, wholefood cafes. 

Cambrian Mountains
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S N O W D O N I A  &S N O W D O N I A  &
T H E  L LŶ NT H E  L LŶ N
This part of Wales really packs it in, from rugged moun-
tain trails to coastal paths, old industrial sites and 
heritage train lines. The gem in this crown is Snowdo-
nia National Park, where the mightiest peaks south of 
Scotland scrape glowering skies.

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK C 2
Wales’ best-known slice of nature became the 
country’s fi rst national park in 1951. Every year more 
than 400,000 people walk, climb or take the train to 
the 1085m summit of Snowdon. The park also off ers 
stunning coastline, forests, valleys, rivers, bird-fi lled 
estuaries and Wales’ biggest natural lake.

ABERDARON B 2
Aberdaron is an end-of-the-earth kind of place, with 
whitewashed, windswept houses weathering the 
squalls that blow in from sweeping, cliff -lined Aber-
daron Bay. It was traditionally the last resting spot 
before pilgrims made the treacherous crossing to 
Bardsey Island and the religious settlement founded by 
St Cadfan in the 6th century. 

RUTHIN C1
Tucked away in the bucolic Clwyd valley, well off  any 
tourist route, Ruthin (rith-in) is an attractive, lost-in-
time hilltop town that's somewhat surprisingly the ad-
ministrative hub of Denbighshire. The heart of Ruthin 
is St Peter’s Sq, lined with an impressive collection of 
heritage buildings.

Snowdonia National Park

wales-planning-map-pm-wal1.indd   1wales-planning-map-pm-wal1.indd   1 12/12/2018   3:52:01 PM12/12/2018   3:52:01 PM
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