
Cat Ba Island 
Kayaking has exploded in popularity 
around Halong Bay where it’s 
possible to paddle through 
spectacular limestone outcrops.

Nha Trang
The Nha Trang area is a prime 
diving, surfing, wakeboarding, 
parasailing, white-water rafting 
and mountain-biking centre.

Fast becoming an adventure-sports 
hub, with abseiling, canyoning, 
mountain biking, hiking and rafting 
all on offer.

Mui Ne Beach is a windchasers’ 
hotspot with windsurfing and 
kitesurfing taking off.

Cycle the flat backroads 
beside waterways, 
under the shade of 

coconut palms.

Way south of the mainland, these 
idyllic islands, once an offshore prison, 
offer Vietnam’s best snorkelling and 
diving on healthy coral reefs.

Ba Be National Park
Has a network of rugged trails 

through spectacular karst 
scenery to minority villages.

There are trails through 
mountain scenery in and 

around towns including Dong 
Van and Meo Vac.

This French hill station 
is a base for trekking 

trails and offers 
stupendous vistas.

Cuc Phuong National Park
There are excellent trails 

through superb forest and past 
ancient trees and caves.

Hike pristine mountain and 
valley trails to the world’s 
largest cave, Hang Son Doong.

Cat Tien National Park
Crocodiles, gibbons and more can 

be seen on a guided trek. Night 
hikes are also possible here.

Hong Van Beach
Fine white sand, turquoise waters 
and virtually no foreign visitors; 
this is an off-the-beaten-track 
stretch of paradise.

Phu Thuan Beach
Escape to this spectacular 
beach near Hue, either as a day 
trip or staying overnight.

An Bang
Ride a bicycle from Hoi An to glorious 
An Bang, where you’re rewarded with 
a wonderful expanse of golden sand.

A broad, sandy shoreline, with 
towering sand dunes nearby and 
empty beaches up the coast.

This tropical island has 
picture-perfect white-sand 

beaches and sheltered bays 
ringed by rocky headlands.

Isolated from the mainland, the 
Con Dao Islands are one of 
Vietnam's star attractions.

A1 Hill
A crucial vantage point 
in the battle of Dien Bien 
Phu, it features tanks 
and a monument to Viet 
Minh casualties. Temple of Literature 

A rare example of well-preserved 
traditional Vietnamese 

architecture, this Hanoi temple 
dates back almost 1000 years.

Explore the Vinh Moc Tunnels 
and the Khe Sanh Combat Base.

Citadel
Built between 1804 and 1833, 

the Citadel (Kinh Thanh) is 
still the heart of Hue.

Son My Memorial
Monument and museum 
dedicated to those lost at this 
epoch-changing massacre.

War Remnants Museum
Popular with Western tourists, this 
museum powerfully conveys the brutal 
effects of war on civilian victims.

Hoa Lo Prison Museum
Built by the French in 1896 
and home to US POWs 
during the American War.

Bich Dong Pagoda
Also known as the Jade Temple, 
this spectacular cave is often 
heady with incense.

Vietnamese emperors constructed 
dazzling monuments around this city. 

Don't miss Tu Duc and Minh Mang.

My Son
The most 
impressive Cham 
site; the hilltop 
location is very 
special too.

Giac Lam Pagoda
Believed to be the oldest 

temple in HCMC, Giac Lam is 
a fantastically atmospheric 

place set in peaceful, 
garden-like grounds.

Ba Chuc Tomb
Skulls and bones are the gruesome 

legacy of the Khmer Rouge.

Northern Vietnam
Pho bo (beef noodle soup) is a 
northern culinary highlight. A good 
pho hinges on a flavoursome broth.

The capital is the place to get 
stuck into street food, which 
is diverse and delicious and 

available everywhere.

Boasts an array of 
stupendous restaurants 
where you can try unique 
regional specialities, then 
take a cooking course.

Ancient city that’s famous for its 
complex, often highly refined imperial 

cuisine tradition and unique snacks.

Southwest Highlands
A legacy of French and 

Chinese colonialism, if you 
haven’t tried stuffed banh mi, 
you haven’t eaten in Vietnam.

Canh Chua Ca, a soup made 
with snake head or catfish and 
fruits and vegetables, is the 
Mekong Delta in a bowl.

Mekong Delta
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Daily Costs a
Budget: Less than US$40
Double room in a budget hotel: 
US$9–16 
Simple noodle dish: US$1.50–2.50
Glass of bia hoi (draught beer): from 
US$0.30
One hour on a local bus: US$1–1.50

Midrange: US$40-100
Double room in a midrange hotel: 
US$25–50
Meal in a restaurant: from US$8
One-hour massage: US$7–20
Ten-minute taxi ride: US$2.50–5

Top End: More than US$100
Double room in a luxury hotel: from 
US$80
Gourmet dinner: from US$20
Internal fl ight: US$30–100
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When to Go 
High Season: Jul & Aug
All Vietnam, except the far north, 
is hot and humid, with the sum-
mer monsoon bringing down-
pours. Prices increase by up to 
50% by the coast; book hotels 
well in advance.

Shoulder Season: Dec–Mar
Expect chilly conditions in the 
north. In the far south, clear 
skies and sunshine are the norm.  
During the Tet festival, the whole 
country is on the move and 
prices rise.

Low Season: Apr–Jun & Sep–Nov
Perhaps the best time to tour 
the whole nation. Typhoons can 
lash the central and northern 
coastline until November.

Spectacular 
Treks c
Vietnam offers excellent trekking 
and walks through plunging 
highland valleys, past tiers of rice 
paddies and soaring mountains.

è  Sapa (Northern Vietnam, B1)

è  Ba Be National Park (Northern 
Vietnam, B1)

è  Phong Nha-Khe Bang National 
Park (Central Vietnam, C2)

è  Cat Tien National Park (Southwest 
Highlands, D5)

è  Ha Giang Province (Northern 
Vietnam, B1) 

è  Cuc Phuong National Park (Central 
Vietnam, C2)
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Outdoor 
Action j
Vietnam has tremendous outdoor 
appeal. Water sports include 
world-class kitesurfing, kayaking, 
surfing, snorkelling and scuba 
diving, while inland there’s 
amazing caving and cycling.

Ø  Con Dao Islands (Southeast Coast, 
C5)

Ø  Dalat (Southwest Highlands, D4)

Ø  Nha Trang (Southeast Coast, D4)

Ø  Cat Ba Island (Northern Vietnam, C1)

Ø  Mekong Delta (C5)

Ø  Mui Ne (Southeast Coast, D5)
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Beautiful
Beaches e
Vietnam is a beach-lover’s dream, 
its near-endless coastline dotted 
with surf-washed shorelines, tiny 
coves and hidden bays.

Ù  Phu Quoc Island (Mekong Delta, B5)

Ù  Mui Ne (Southeast Coast, D5)

Ù  An Bang (Central Vietnam, D3)

Ù  Con Dao Islands (Southeast 
Vietnam, C5)

Ù  Phu Thuan Beach (Central Vietnam, 
C3) 

Ù  Hong Van Beach (Northern Vietnam, 
C1) 
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Historic 
Sites "
Fully loaded with historic interest, 
Vietnam has excellent war 
museums, many focused on wars 
with America and France, and 
fantastic architecture.

á  War Remnants Museum (Ho Chi 
Minh City, C5)

á  Son My Memorial (Southeast Coast, 
D3)

á  Demilitarised Zone (Central 
Vietnam, C3)

á  Citadel (Hue, C3) 

á A1 Hill (Northern Vietnam, B1)

á  Hoa Lo Prison Museum (Hanoi, C1)
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Tombs & 
Temples '
Vietnamese religious structures 
do not follow a specific national 
prototype. Pagoda styles echo 
Chinese neighbours, while southern 
Cham temples reflect influences 
from India, Hindu culture and the 
Khmer empire.

Ú  Hue (Central Vietnam, C3)

Ú My Son (Central Vietnam, D3)

Ú Temple of Literature (Hanoi, C1)

Ú  Giac Lam Pagoda (Ho Chi Minh City, 
C5)

Ú   Bich Dong Pagoda (Central Vietnam, 
C2) 

Ú Ba Chuc Tomb (Mekong Delta, C5) 
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Culinary 
Delights k
Prepare to be amazed by Vietnam's 
cuisine. From street stalls to 
upscale dining, the country delivers 
a banquet of exquisite eating. 
Diverse landscapes blending 
highlands, rice paddies, mountains 
and coasts provide culinary variety, 
while centuries of contact with 
outsiders brings complexity.

ú  Hanoi (Northern Vietnam, C1)

ú  Hoi An (Central Vietnam, D3)

ú Hue (Central Vietnam, C3) 

ú Southwest Highlands (D4)

ú Mekong Delta (C5)

ú Northern Vietnam (B1)  
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VIETNAM
P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover Vietnam's top regional sights, and 
experience it through an inspiring list of themes
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Street food, Hoi An
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Opening Hours C
Opening hours vary from state 
to state; the following is a 
general guide.

Banks 8am to 3pm weekdays, to 
11.30am Saturday. Some take a 
lunch break. 

Offi  ces and museums 7am or 
7.30am to 5pm or 6pm; museums 
generally close on Monday. Most 
take a lunch break (roughly 11am 
to 1.30pm).

Restaurants 11am to 9pm

Shops 8am to 6pm

Temples and pagodas 5am to 
9pm

M E K O N G  D E L T AM E K O N G  D E L T A

PHU QUOC ISL AND B 5
Lapped by azure waters and edged with the kind of 
white-sand beaches that make sun seekers sink to 
their weak knees, Phu Quoc – way down in the south of 
Vietnam – is ideal for slipping into low gear, reaching 
for a seaside cocktail and toasting a blood-orange sun 
as it dips into the sea.

CAN THO C 5
The epicentre of the Mekong Delta, Can Tho is a buzz-
ing town with a lively waterfront lined with sculpted 
gardens, an appealing blend of narrow backstreets and 
wide boulevards, and perhaps the greatest concentra-
tion of foreigners in the delta. It is also the perfect base 
for nearby fl oating markets.  

SAM MOUNTAIN C 5
A sacred place for Buddhists, Sam Mountain (Nui Sam, 
284m) and its environs are crammed with dozens of 
pagodas and temples. The views from the top are excel-
lent (weather permitting), ranging into Cambodia.Temple on Sam Mountain
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H O  C H I  M I N H H O  C H I  M I N H 
C I T Y  R E G I O NC I T Y  R E G I O N

HO CHI MINH CIT Y C 5
Increasingly international but still unmistakably 
Vietnamese, the former Saigon’s visceral energy will 
delight big-city devotees. Dive in and you’ll be reward-
ed with a wealth of history, delicious food and a vibrant 
nightlife that sets the standard for Vietnam. The heat is 
always on in Saigon; loosen your collar and enjoy.

CU CHI C 5
If the tenacious spirit of the Vietnamese can be sym-
bolised by a place, few sites are more symbolic than 
Cu Chi. At fi rst glance there is scant evidence today of 
the fi ghting and bombing that convulsed Cu Chi during 
the war. To see what went on, you have to dig deeper – 
underground, to the VC tunnel network. 

Fruit market, 
Ho Chi Minh City
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S O U T H E A S T  C O A S TS O U T H E A S T  C O A S T

CON DAO ISL ANDS C 5
Once hell on earth for a generation of political prison-
ers, Con Dao is now a heavenly destination of remote 
beaches, pristine dive sites, wildlife-rich rainforests 
and diverse nature.

MUI NE D 5
Perhaps the adrenaline epicentre of Vietnam, the 
prosperous beach resort of Mui Ne is a kitesurfi ng 
capital with world-class wind and excellent schools for 
professional training. Sailing, golf and hot-air balloon-
ing are also popular. 

BAI XEP D 4
An isolated fi shing village just a few years back, the 
pretty bay of Bai Xep is fast emerging as one of coastal 
Vietnam's most popular spots with independent trav-
ellers. It's still quite remote, 13km south of Quy Nhon, 
but this beach's relaxed appeal is considerable and its 
beauty undeniable.

An Hai Lake, 
Con Dao Islands
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C E N T R A L  V I E T N A MC E N T R A L  V I E T N A M

PHONG NHA-KE BANG NATIONAL PARK C 2
With jagged hills shrouded in verdant rainforest, and 
mountain rivers coursing through impressive ravines, 
the Phong Nha-Ke Bang region is one of Vietnam's most 
spectacular national parks. Head to Hang Son Doong, 
the world's largest cave, for even more proof that this 
area should be part of any Vietnamese itinerary. 

HOI AN D 3
Vietnam's most cosmopolitan and civilised town, this 
beautiful ancient port is bursting with gourmet restau-
rants, hip bars and cafes, quirky boutiques and expert 
tailors. Immerse yourself in history in the warren-like 
lanes of the Old Town and dine like an emperor on a 
peasant’s budget.

HUE C 3
The capital of the nation in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Hue is perhaps the easiest Vietnamese city 
to love and spend time in. Its location on the banks of 
the Perfume River is sublime, its complex cuisine justi-
fi ably famous, and its streets are relatively traffi  c free. 

DEMILITARISED ZONE C 3
The DMZ has the greatest concentration of battle sites 
from the American War, though most of the bases and 
bunkers have long vanished.

Hang Son Doong cave

N O R T H E R N  V I E T N A MN O R T H E R N  V I E T N A M

HANOI C1
Ancient but dynamic, the nation's capital hurtles to-
ward modernity, cautiously embracing visitors. Sample 
Hanoi's heady mix of history and ambition in the Old 
Quarter, before zipping up to cosmopolitan Tay Ho for 
fi ner dining and Hanoi's burgeoning art scene.

HALONG BAY C1
Halong Bay’s stunning combination of karst lime-
stone peaks and sheltered, shimmering seas is one of 
Vietnam’s top tourist draws, but with more than 2000 
islands, there’s plenty of superb scenery to go around.  

HA GIANG PROVINCE B 1
The extreme north of Vietnam is all about raw adven-
ture travel. Ha Giang province is Vietnam's spectacular 
emerging destination for the intrepid, with dizzying 
ascents up the Quan Ba Pass and jaw-dropping vistas 
on the epic trip between Dong Van and Meo Vac.

SAPA B 1
Brushed with every shade of green in the palette, the 
countryside surrounding Sapa is a showcase of north-
ern Vietnam’s most superb rural vistas and a fascinating 
glimpse into the country’s astounding cultural diversity.Halong Bay
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S O U T H W E S T  H I G H L A N D SS O U T H W E S T  H I G H L A N D S

CAT TIEN NATIONAL PARK D 5
An accessible and impressive protected area, Cat Tien Na-
tional Park lies conveniently midway between Ho Chi Minh 
City and Dalat. Popular activities include trekking, cycling 
and wildlife spotting: the Wild Gibbon Trek is a must.

DAL AT D 4
Dalat is as popular now with travellers as it was in the days 
when French colonial offi  cials came to this laidback town 
in the southwest highlands to escape the lowland heat. 
These days, adventure sports are the draw, with abseiling, 
canyoning, mountain biking, hiking, whitewater rafting and 
kayaking all possible in the temperate climate.  

KON TUM D 3
Kon Tum's relaxed ambience, friendly locals, river setting 
and relatively traffi  c-free streets make it a great stop for 
travellers intent on exploring the surrounding hill-tribe 
villages, of which there are 700 or so dotting the area – 
mostly Bahnar, but also Sedang and Jarai.Gibbon
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