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Essential Ukraine

This exhilarating sweep though Ukraine’s must-sees takes you from the bustling nation-
al capital to the tranquility of Uman’s Sofiyivka Park via the central European delights 
of Lviv.

The quintessential Ukrainian experience starts in Kyiv, the cradle of Slavic civilisa-
tion. Three days are just enough to absorb the mix of gold-domed Orthodox churches, 
monumental Stalinist architecture and raucous nightlife. An easily organised guided 
tour can take you to Chornobyl to see the sarcophagus now in place over the reactor 
and the ghost town of Pripyat. Back in Kyiv, catch an overnight sleeper train to the for-
mer Habsburg city of Lviv. With its Italianate buildings and Austrian-style cafes, it’s a 
cosy contrast to the Soviet capital.

From there it’s a simple ride south to Kolomyya, a great base from which to explore 
the Carpathian Mountains and perhaps climb Mt Hoverla. A short journey from here 
brings you to dramatic Kamyanets-Podilsky, where the medieval Old Town perches 
atop a tall rock in the middle of a river loop. Next head to Odesa, famous for the Potem-
kin Steps and weekend clubbing at Arkadia Beach. On your way back to Kyiv, stop off in 
Uman to see the exquisite Sofiyivka Park.

2 
WEEKS
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East Ukraine isn’t on many itineraries these days but the war with Russia is confined to a 
small area in the far east, leaving the rest of the region undisturbed. This 10-day journey 
takes in the best of the East, including spa towns, the Black Sea coast and several big cities.

This venture into the less-frequented east begins with a quick jump north from Kyiv 
to atmospheric Chernihiv, with its amazing Unesco-listed collection of monasteries and 
cathedrals. Most make this a day trip from the capital, but staying the night gives more 
time to appreciate the wonderful collection of ancient church buildings.

Unless you’re up for slow and complicated train journeys, backtrack to the capital and 
board an express train heading east – first stop, the spa town of Myrhorod, where you 
can take the waters and wander the spa park by the sluggish River Khorol. Gogol was born 
nearby, and the town and surrounding area feature in many of his tales. Get off the beaten 
track in these parts by spending a couple of days on the Gogol Circuit, which visits many 
sites associated with the author. Local guesthouses can put you up for a few hryvnya.

Reboard the express for the short trip to Poltava, a pleasant, park-dotted place. De-
signed as a kind of mini St Petersburg, this grand city contrasts with the surrounding 
bucolic scenery and is well worth half a day’s exploration. The final stop of the express 
is Kharkiv, a huge student city. Essential viewing here is the world’s second-largest city 
square, which is dominated by the mammoth, Stalinist-era Derzhprom building.

From Kharkiv it’s a smooth roll south to another of Ukraine’s eastern megacities – 
Dnipro – still a major centre for Ukraine’s rocket and aviation industries (so be careful 
what you aim your camera at!). Take a stroll by the Dnipro River before continuing south 
to Zaporizhzhya, an ugly industrial city but also the location of Khortytsya Island, where 
Ukrainian Cossacks once gathered at the sich (fort). This is the best place in the country to 
learn about the Cossacks, their way of life and their influence on the country’s history.

Your final stop is the seaside city of Odesa, a lively port frequented by both bucket-
and-spade holidaymakers and hardcore clubbers who flock to its beachside nightclubs. 
Kyiv is six hours by express coach or an overnight train journey.

10 
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A trip through West Ukraine highlights the country at its folksy best, from the coffee 
shops of Lviv to a trio of castles with long and turbulent histories. In between rise the 
wooded slopes of the Carpathian Mountains, home to the colourful Hutsuls.

Launch your loop around Ukraine’s far west in Lviv, a now quite touristy eastern out-
post of central Europe with a strong cafe culture and some gobsmacking architecture that 
make it one of Ukraine’s top stops for any visitor. Outside the city centre the Lychakivske 
Cemetery is a must-see. The city also has some of the country’s best dining and the most 
celebrated beer in Ukraine, the subject of a modern new museum.

Hop on board a slow train south to low-key Mukacheve, where one of Ukraine’s most 
dramatic hilltop castles awaits. From here it’s into soothingly forested mountain country, 
the Carpathians to be exact. Ukraine’s wedge of the Carpathian arc is etched with long 
broad valleys, and a great place to start your exploration is Rakhiv. Here you can have 
your first brush with Hutsul culture and head off into the hills for some exhilarating hik-
ing and biking, before picking your way north along the newly paved road linking resort 
villages, ski centres and hiking bases en route. Eventually buses will deliver you to the 
up-and-coming city of Ivano-Frankivsk; with its cafes, squares and relaxed vibe, it’s the 
only city in Ukraine that comes near Lviv for atmosphere.

After that head south and call a halt at quaint Kolomyya, a superb launch pad for 
more hikes. The town also has two intriguing museums, including the famous Pysanky 
Museum housed in a giant Easter egg. A side trip to Kosiv provides more Hutsul culture. 
Consider short stops at energetic Chernivtsi, to visit the psychedelic university building, 
and the spectacular Khotyn fortress on the banks of the wide Dnister River, before you 
next unpack your bags in the show-stopping island town of Kamyanets-Podilsky. One 
of Ukraine’s must-see attractions, the town is as historically fascinating as it is dramati-
cally situated in a loop of the Smotrych River.

From K-P, a long bus ride across giant fields of sunflowers and sugar beet via off-the-
beaten-track Ternopil delivers you to picturesque Kremenets, another town boasting a 
superb fortress as well as an eerie Cossack cemetery.

3 
WEEKS
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Top: Kyevo-Pecherska 
Lavra (p56), Kyiv

Bottom: Palanok 
Castle (p163), 
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 
We love to hear from travellers – your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books 
better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book. 
Although we cannot reply individually to your submissions, we always guarantee that your feed-
back goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who sends 
us information is thanked in the next edition – the most useful submissions are rewarded with a 
selection of digital PDF chapters.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help. 
Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such 
as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don’t want your comments 
reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/
privacy.
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weather 193
websites 196

Crimean War 200
cruise ships 266
culture 21, 166-7, 187, 228-

9, 241-6
currency 16, 259
customs regulations 256
cycling 33, 264, 266

Kyiv 64
Odesa 180
Zaporizhzhya 223

D
dangers, see safety
Danube Delta Biosphere 

Reserve 10, 191, 10

departure tax 265
Derzhprom 172, 214, 172
Dikanka 210
disabilities, travellers 

with 262
Dnipro 219-22, 220
Dnister Estuary 189-92
Donbas 224-5
Donetsk 224-5
Dovbush Cliffs 149
Dovbush, Oleksa 153, 154
drinking 247-8, see also  

individual locations
driving, see car travel
driving licences 267
Dubno 141
Dzharylhach 182

E
Easter eggs 250, 166, 165, 

166-7
eastern Ukraine 40, 204-

26, 205
accommodation 204
food 204
highlights 205
military conflict 224-5
travel seasons 204
weather 204

economy 228
electricity 256
embassies 257
emergencies 17
etiquette 19, 243
events 23-5
exchange rates 17

F
famine 234, 235
Femen movement 246
Feodosiya 201
ferries 266
festivals 23-5, 248
film 246, 228

festivals 25, 66
folk arts & culture 21, 250

architecture 60-1, 88, 
117, 161

Easter eggs 250, 166, 
165, 166-7

icons 250
museums 60-1, 88, 

117, 161
music 252

food 19, 247-9, 257, see 
also individual locations

language 272-4
websites 248, 249

football 68, 80-1, 133, 244

fortresses
Akkerman fortress 189
Berdychiv Fortress 93-4
Dytynets 206
Kamyanets-Podilsky 

Fortress 101, 11
Khotyn Fortress 159
Kremenets Fortress 136
Medzhybyzh Fortress 

100
Sudak Fortress 202-3

fountains
Ivano-Frankivsk main 

fountain 144
Roshen Fountain 97
Uman Fountain 95

Franko, Ivan 254

G
Gagauz people 187
Galicia-Volynia 232
galleries, see art galleries, 

museums
gardens, see parks & 

gardens
gay travellers 80, 257
Gogol Circuit 210
Gogol, Nikolai 14, 66, 209, 

210, 254
Golovan, Mykola 140
Gongadze, Georgiy 238
Green Theatre 20
Guramishvili, David 208
Gurzuf 201

H
health 257-8
hiking 32-3,

Chornohora Ridge 
148, 33

Dovbush Cliffs 149
Mount Hoverla 148

history 230-40
civil war 234-5
Cossacks 232-3
Crimea 195
Galicia-Volynia 232
Holocaust, the 93, 111, 

119, 235
independence 237
Kyivan Rus 230-1
Orange Revolution 238
Russian control 233-4
Soviet power 235
websites 231, 232
WWII 235-6

hitching 268
Hitler, Adolf 98
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HIV 258
Hoholeve 210
holidays 260
Holocaust, the 93, 111, 

119, 235
Horodecki, Wladyslaw 251
hot springs 135
Hrushevsky, Mykhailo 234
Hutsol, Anna 246
Hutsul people 149, 150-1, 

152

I
ice hockey 245
icons 250
immigration 264
insurance

driving 267
health 257-8
travel 258

internet access 258
internet resources 17

Crimea 196
food 248, 249
geneaology 231
history 231, 232
music 252

itineraries 26-9
Ivan Kupala 24, 65, 245
Ivano-Frankivsk 10, 144-7, 

145, 10

J
Jewish sites 21, 166, 

see also cemeteries, 
synagogues

Berdychiv 93
Chernivtsi 158
Crimea 202
Dnipro 219
Kosiv 152
Kyiv 61-2
Odesa 175, 179
Sharhorod 100
Uman 95-6

K
Kamyanets-Podilsky 11, 

100-7, 102-3
Kaniv 89
Kara-Dah Nature Reserve 

203, 168
Karaites 202
Kerch 201-2

Kharkiv 213-19, 214
accommodation 215-16
drinking 217
entertainment 217
food 216-17
nightlife 217
shopping 218
sights 213-15
travel to/from 218-19
travel within 219, 218

Khazars 230
Kherson 182
khipstery culture 77
Khmelnytsky, Bohdan 116
Khortytsya Island 223
Khotyn 159
Khrushchev, Nikita 236
Klytschko, Vitaly &  

Volodymyr 245
kobzary 252
Koktobel Jazz festival 

24, 190
Kolomyya 13, 150-2, 

151, 13
Kosiv 152-3
Kosmach 153
Kotsyubinsky, Mikhailo 254
Kremenets 136-8
Kuchma, Leonid 237
Kurkov, Andrey 254
Kyevo-Pecherska Lavra 

12, 56, 58-9, 57,  5, 12, 
29, 170

Kyiv 38, 42-89, 44-5, 
48-9, 54, 60, 2

accommodation 42, 
66-70

activities 64
children, travel with 83
drinking 75-9
entertainment 20, 79-81
festivals 65-6
food 42, 70-5
highlights 44-5
history 43, 68
medical services 84
nightlife 75-9
shopping 81-4
sights 43-64
street names 73
tourist information 84
tours 64-5
travel seasons 42
travel to/from 84-6
travel within 86-7, 86-7
walking tour 62-3
weather 42

Kyivan Rus 230-1

L
language 16, 271-5
legal matters 258
LGBTI travellers 80, 257
Lipovan people 187
literary museums

Bulgakov Museum 53
Chekhov House-Museum 

198
Guramishvili Museum 

208
Joseph Conrad  

Museum 93
National Museum  

of Literature of 
Ukraine 47

Taras Shevchenko 
Memorial House 
Museum 47

Taras Shevchenko 
Museum 89

literature 47, 253-4, see 
also books, individual 
authors

Livadia Palace 198
local transport 268
Luhansk 224-5
Lutsk 138-41
Lviv 12, 13, 39, 110-134, 

112-13, 118, 12
accommodation 108, 

124-6
drinking 129-31
entertainment 131
festivals 123-4
food 108, 126-9
highlights 109
history 110
Jewish sites 111
nightlife 129-31
shopping 131-3
sights 110-22
tourist information 133
tours 122-3
travel to/from 133-4
travel within 134
walking tour 120-1
weather 108

Lviv Coffee Festival 25
Lysenko, Mykola 252

M
Maidan revolution 239
Mangup-Kale 199
maps 259
markets 11

Chernivtsi 157
Kosiv 153

Kyiv 81, 83, 11
Odesa 188
Yaremche 150

maydan Nezalezhnosti  
(Kyiv) 43-6

measures 263
media 260
medical services 257
Medzhybyzh 100
memorials, see  

monuments &  
memorials

Mezhyhirya 64
Mickiewicz, Adam 122
military museums

Aviation Museum 62
Great Patriotic War 

Museum 57-9
Museum of Strategic 

Missile Forces 94, 172
Nuclear Missile  

Museum 94, 172
Poltava Battle Museum 

211
War Veterans Museum 

97
Miska Hora 152
mobile phones 16, 261
monasteries & convents

Berdychiv Fortress 93-4
Bernardine Church & 

Monastery 119, 170
Dominican Monastery 

104
Florivsky Monastery 

54-5
Khrestovozdvyzhensky 

Monastery 211
Kyevo-Pecherska Lavra 

12, 56, 58-9, 57, 5, 12, 
29, 170

Pochayiv Monastery 137
Pokrovsky Monastery 

214-15
Spaso-Preobrazhensky 

Monastery 207
St Bridget’s Convent 139
St Michael’s  

Golden-Domed 
Monastery 52

Trinity Monastery 206
Vydubytsky  

Monastery 62
money 16, 17, 19, 256, 

257, 259
monuments & memorials

Babyn Yar 61-2
Former Lenin Statue 50
Friendship of Nations 

Monument 47-50
Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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Geographical Centre of 

Europe 154
Holodomor Victims 

Memorial 57
maydan Nezalezhnosti  

(Kyiv) 43-6
maydan Nezalezhnosti 

(Vinnytsya) 97
Monument to the 

Victims of Soviet 
Crimes 117

National Museum & 
Memorial to the 
Victims of  
Occupation 114

Pirogov Church- 
Mausoleum 97

Rodina Mat 56-7, 172
mosques

Bakhchysaray 199
Dzhuma-Dzhami Mosque 

203
motorcycle travel

to/from Ukraine 265
within Ukraine 267-8

Mount Hoverla 148, 168
Mount Pip Ivan  

Chornohirsky 148
movies, see film
Mstyslavych, Roman 232
Mukacheve 163-4
museums 21, see also  

art galleries, literary 
museums, military 
museums

Apteka Museum 116
Archaeology Museum 

(Odesa) 180
Artist Aleksandr  

Sharonov’s  
Exhibition 191

Avtomotovelofototele- 
radio Museum 97

Castles in Miniature 
Museum 104

Cathedral of St  
Sophia 52

Chocolate House 47
Chornobyl Museum 53-4
Folk Architecture & Life 

Museum 161-2
History Museum & 

Diorama 219
History of Odesa Jews 

Museum 179
Ivan Honchar Museum 

60
Kharkiv History Museum 

213
Korolyov Cosmonaut 

Museum 92

Kotlyarevsky Museum 
211

Lviv History Museum - 
Black House 120

Lviv History Museum - 
Palazzo Bandinelli 117

Lviv History Museum - 
Rynok 24 115

Lvivarnya 114-15
Mid-Dnipro Museum of 

Folk Architecture & 
Life 88

Museum of Ethnography, 
Arts & Crafts 120

Museum of Folk  
Architecture & Life 
117, 170

Museum of  
Hetmanship 56

Museum of Hutsul Folk 
Art 150-1

Museum of Hutsul Folk 
Art & Life 152

Museum of  
Microminiature 58

Museum of Mountain 
Ecology 154

Museum of One Street 
53

Museum of Political 
Prisoners 134

Museum of Religious 
History 122

Museum of the Volyn 
Icon 138-9

Museum of Ukrainian 
Folk Decorative 
Arts 59

Museum-Preserve of 
Ukrainian Pottery 210

National Museum (Lviv) 
122

National Museum and 
Memorial to the 
Victims of  
Occupation 114

National Museum of 
Ukrainian History 52-3

Oleksa Dovbush Museum 
153

Phaeton Museum of 
Machinery 20, 223

Pharmacy Museum 55
Pirogov Garden- 

Museum 97
Podillya Antiquities 

Museum 103-4
Poltava Museum of Local 

Lore 210-11
Pyrohiv Museum of Folk 

Architecture 15, 60-1, 
2, 15

Pysanky Museum 151
Regional Museum  

(Ivano-Frankivsk) 145
Regional Museum 

(Kremenets) 137-8
Regional Museum 

(Myrhorod) 208
Regional Museum 

(Vinnytsya) 97
Salo Museum 120, 122
St Michael’s  

Golden-Domed  
Monastery 52

Tarnovsky History 
Museum 206

Transcarpathian Museum 
of Local Lore 160-1

Water Museum 47
music 252-3

festivals 24, 66, 123, 124, 
139, 141

websites 252
Myrhorod 14, 208-26, 14

N
Nachman, Rabbi 95, 

96, 100
national parks & reserves, 

see also parks & 
gardens

Askaniya Nova Reserve 
182

Carpathian Biosphere 
Reserve 153-4

Carpathian National 
Nature Park 147-55

Danube Delta Biosphere 
Reserve 10, 191, 10

Kara-Dah Nature Reserve 
203, 168

Shatsky National Nature 
Park 139

Nerubayske 180
newspapers 260
Novhorod-Siversky 207
Novy Svit 202
Nuclear Missile Museum 

172

O
Odesa 174-89, 176, 14

accommodation 173, 
181-3

activities 180
drinking 185-6
entertainment 186-8
festivals 181
food 20, 173, 183-5
highlights 174
history 174-5

nightlife 14, 185-6
shopping 188
sights 175-80
tours 180-1
travel to/from 188-9
travel within 189
weather 173

Old Believers 187
Olesko 127
opening hours 259-60
Opishnya 210
Orange Revolution 238
outdoor activities, see  

activities

P
painting 250-1
palaces, see castles & 

palaces
parks & gardens, see 

also national parks & 
reserves

Dendropark  
Oleksandriya 87-8

Fomin Botanical Gardens 
46-7

Gagarin Park 92
Hryshko Botanical 

Gardens 62-4
Korpusny Park 209-10
Rocket Park 219
Shevchenko Park 

(Kharkiv) 213
Sofiyivka Park 15, 95, 15
Taras Shevchenko Park 

(Ivano-Frankivsk) 
144-5

passports 264
Pereyaslav-Khmelnytsky 

88
Petlyura, Semyon 235
Pirogov, Nikolai 97
planning 18-19

budgeting 17
calendar of events 23-5
children, travel with 36-7
internet resources 17
itineraries 26-9
repeat visitors 20
travel seasons 16, 23
Ukraine basics 16-17

Pochayiv Monastery 137
Podillya 95-107
police 258, 267-8
Polissya 91-5
politics 228-9
Poltava 209-13
population 187, 229, 241-6
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Poroshenko, Petro 228, 
240

postal services 260
Potemkin, Grygory 233
Pototsky, Sofia 95
public holidays 260
public transport 268
Pushkin, Alexander 179, 

201, 253
Pyrohiv Museum of Folk 

Architecture 15, 60-1, 
2, 15

pysanky 250, 166, 165, 
166-7

R
Rabbi Nachman 95, 96, 

100
racism 261
radio 260
Rakhiv 153-5
religion 229, 243-4
Repin, Ilya 250
Rivne 138-41
Rotaru, Sofia 253
Route of Health 178-9
Roxelana 232
Russia 228-9

S
Sacher-Masoch, Leopold 

Von 122, 123
safety 260-1

driving 267
military conflicts 224-5

sculpture 250-1
Sevastopol 200-1
Shabo 190
Sharhorod 100
Shatsky National Nature 

Park 139

Shcherbitsky, Volodymir 
236

Shevchenko, Taras 47, 89, 
117, 166, 253

ships 266
Simferopol 200
skiing 34, 148
smoking 261
Sofiyivka Park 15, 95, 15
southern Ukraine 39, 173-

92, 174
accommodation 173
food 173
highlights 174
weather 173

souvenirs 149, 150
Soviet architecture 22
sport 244-5
Sudak 202-3
synagogues 21

Beis Aharon V’Yisrael 
Synagogue 111

Golden Rose Synagogue 
119

Sharhorod 100

T
Tatars 199, 231-3, 236, 242, 

243, 244
taxes 261, 265
taxis 268
telephone services 16, 

261-2
tennis 245
Ternopil 134-6
theft 260-1
time 16, 262

language 274
tipping 19, 259
toilets 262
tourist information 262

tours, see also individual 
locations

Chornobyl 31
outdoor activities 34

train travel
to/from Ukraine 265-6
within Ukraine 268-70

Transcarpathia 160-4
travel to/from Ukraine 

264-6
travel within Ukraine 

266-70
trekking, see hiking
Trukhaniv Island 64
Truskavets 135
TV 260
Tymoshenko, Yulia 228, 

239

U
Ukrainian language 271-5
Ukrainka, Lesia 254
Uman 15, 95-6
Uzhhorod 160-3, 161

V
vacations 260
vaccinations 257
vegetarian travellers 249
Velyki Sorochyntsi 210
Vinnytsya 96-100
visas 16, 262-3
visual arts 250-1
Volodymyr the Great 230-1
volunteering 263
Volyn 138-41
Vylkove 190-2

W
walking, see hiking

walking tours
Kyiv 62-3
Lviv 120-1

water 258
water sports 34
weather 16, 23-5, 256, 

see also individual 
locations

websites, see internet 
resources

Wehrwolf 98
weights 263
western Ukraine 39, 108-

41, 109
accommodation 108
food 108
highlights 109
history 109-10
weather 108

wi-fi 258
wildlife-watching 34
wine 248
women in Ukraine 245-6
women travellers 263
work 263

Y
Yalta 198
Yanukovych, Viktor 238
Yaremche 148-50
Yevpatoriya 203
Yushchenko, Viktor 238

Z
Zabuzhko, Oksana 254
Zakhidfest 24-5
Zaporizhsky Cossacks 187
Zaporizhzhya 222-6
Zhovkva 116
Zhytomyr 92-3

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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Walking Tour detour
Walking Tour

Path/Walking Trail

Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet
Police
Post Office
Telephone
Toilet
Tourist Information
Other Information

Airport
Border crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry

U-Bahn/Underground station

Monorail
Parking

Metro station

Petrol station
S-Bahn/Subway station
Taxi

Train station/Railway
Tram

Other Transport

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Beach

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

River, Creek
Intermittent River

Swamp/Mangrove

Reef

Canal

Water

Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake

Glacier

Beach/Desert

Airport/Runway

Cemetery (Christian)

Cemetery (Other)

Park/Forest

Mudflat

Sportsground

Sight (Building)

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian overpass

Secondary

Unsealed road
Road under construction

Tunnel

Cable car/Funicular

Beach
Bird Sanctuary
Buddhist
Castle/Palace
Christian
Confucian
Hindu
Islamic
Jain
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery/Historic Building
Ruin

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen

Shinto
Sikh
Taoist
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
Other Sight

Diving
Bodysurfing

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Camping
Hut/Shelter

Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour

Skiing
Snorkelling
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity

Tube station

T-bane/Tunnelbana station

Gate

Information Routes

Boundaries

Hydrography

Areas

Geographic

Population

Transport

Sights

Activities,
Courses & Tours

Sleeping

Eating

Drinking & Nightlife

Entertainment

Shopping
Note: Not all symbols displayed above appear on the maps in this book

Map Legend
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