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JOHN LEE

Born and raised in the historic UK city of St Albans,
John grew up in the lengthy shadow of London,
finding as many opportunities as possible to gorge
on the capital’s rich diet of museums and galleries.
Slowly succumbing to the lure of overseas exotica, he
arrived on Canada’s West Coast in 1993 to begin an
MA in Political Science at the University of Victoria.
Regular trips home to Britain ensued, along with
stints living in Tokyo and Montreal, before he returned
to British Columbia to become a full-time freelance
writerin1999.

BRENDAN SAINSBURY

Originally from Hampshire (the ‘old’ one in England),
Brendan has been covering Seattle and the Pacific
Northwest for Lonely Planet for over a decade. He

is currently based in White Rock, BC, 45 minutes
south of Vancouver and just 2km from the US border.
Researching for this book (his 45th for Lonely Planet)
he enjoyed trying copious new beers, getting drunk
on coffee and doughnuts, and taking his son (yet
again!) to Seattle’s legendary pinball museum.

Read more about Brendan at: lonelyplanet.com/
brendansainsbury

RYAN VER BERKMOES

Ryan Ver Berkmoes has written more than 110
guidebooks for Lonely Planet. He grew up in Santa
Cruz, California, which he left at age 17 for college
in the Midwest, where he first discovered snow. All
joy of this novelty soon wore off. Since then he has
been travelling the world, both for pleasure and for
work — which are often indistinguishable. He has
covered everything from wars to bars. He definitely
prefers the latter. Ryan calls New York City home.

Read more at ryanverberkmoes.com and at @ryanvb.

Read more about Ryan at: lonelyplanet.com/
ryanverberkmoes
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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few
dollarsinthe pocketand a
sense of adventure. In1972
that’s all Tony and Maureen
Wheeler needed for the
trip of a lifetime — across
Europe and Asia overland
to Australia. It took several
months, and at the end —
broke but inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.
Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, Melbourne,
Oakland, Dublin, Beijing, and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and
writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do
three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR
WRITERS

BECKY OHLSEN CELESTE BRASH
Becky is a freelance writer, editor and critic based in The beauty of the Pacific Northwest coaxed Celeste
Portland, Oregon. She writes guidebooks and travel back to the US after 15 years in Tahiti. For the last
stories about Scandinavia, Portland and elsewhere six years she’s revelled in exploring her new back
for Lonely Planet. yard, its mountains, coasts, wineries and fantastic
restaurants, while getting back in touch with her
Read more about Becky at: www.lonelyplanet.com/ cowboy and Indian roots. Her award winning writing
beckyohlsen has appeared in publications from BBC Travel to Afar
and Islands Magazine and she’s contributed to nearly
60 Lonely Planet titles.

Read more about Celeste at: lonelyplanet.com/
celestebrash
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