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Symbols In This Book

 %  Telephone  
number

 h Opening hours
 p Parking
 n Nonsmoking
 a Air-conditioning
 i Internet access
 W	Wi-fi	access
 s Swimming pool
 v  Vegetarian selec-

tion
 E  English-language 

menu
 c Family-friendly

 # Pet-friendly
 g Bus
 f Ferry
 j Tram
 d Train
 apt apartments
 d double rooms
 dm dorm beds
 q quad rooms
 r rooms
 s single rooms
 ste suites 
 tr triple rooms
 tw twin rooms

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Reviews
In the Destinations section: 
All reviews are ordered in our authors’ 
preference, starting with their most 
preferred option. Additionally:

Sights are arranged in the geographic 
order that we suggest you visit them and, 
within this order, by author preference.

Eating and Sleeping reviews are ordered by 
price range (budget, midrange, top end) and, 
within these ranges, by author preference.
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1 San Francisco, Marin & Napa Loop  
4–5 Days

A taste of city, an eyeful of wildlife, plus the heady 
nectar of Wine Country. (p17)

2 Napa Valley 2–3 Days
Fabulous winery estates and celebrity chef 

restaurants grace this grand wine-producing 
region. (p25)

3 Sonoma Valley 2 Days
Tour this down-to-earth part of Wine Country 

and time-travel through historic Sonoma. (p35)

4 Russian River & the 
Bohemian Highway 2 Days

Meander ocean-bound back roads, float in the river 
and sample regional wines. (p43)

Point Reyes National Seashore (p80)
GEORGE DIEBOLD/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Location Caption details (Trip XX)
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San Francisco (p52)
Get to know the world capital of weird from the 
inside out, from mural-lined alleyways named after 
poets to clothing-optional beaches on a former 
military base. 

Marin County & the Bay Area (p70)
The region surrounding San Francisco encompasses 
a bonanza of natural vistas and wildlife. 

Napa & Sonoma Wine Country (p82)
Rolling hills, dotted with century-old oaks, turn the
color of lion’s fur under the summer sun and swaths 
of vineyards carpet hillsides as far as the eye can 
see in Wine Country. 

Russian River (Trip 4)
ROBERT HOLMES/GETTY IMAGES ©
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SARA BENSON 
After graduating from college, 
Sara jumped on a plane to 
California with just one suitcase 
and $100 in her pocket. She 
has bounced around the Golden 

State ever since, including in the Sierra Nevada, 
where she worked as a seasonal park ranger. The 
author of over 50 travel and nonfiction books, Sara 
also coordinated Lonely Planet’s California guide. 
Follow her adventures online at www.indietraveler.
blogspot.com, www.indietraveler.net and @indie_
traveler on Twitter.

Read more about Sara at: www.lonelyplanet.com/
members/Sara_Benson

ALISON BING 
Over 10 guidebooks and 20 
years in San Francisco, author 
Alison Bing has spent more 
time on Alcatraz than some 
inmates, become an aficionado 

of drag and burritos, and willfully ignored Muni signs 
warning that “safety requires avoiding unnecessary 
conversation.”

JOHN A VLAHIDES 
John A Vlahides co-hosts the 
TV series Lonely Planet: Roads 
Less Travelled, screening on 
National Geographic Channels 
International. John studied 

cooking in Paris, with the same chefs who trained 
Julia Child, and is also a former luxury-hotel concierge 
and member of Les Clefs d’Or, the international 
union of the world’s elite concierges. He lives in San 
Francisco, sings tenor with the Grammy-winning San 
Francisco Symphony, and spends free time biking SF 
and skiing the Sierra. For more, see JohnVlahides.
com, twitter.com/JohnVlahides.

Read more about John at: lonelyplanet.com/
members/johnvlahides

BETH KOHN 
A lucky long-time resident of 
San Francisco, Beth lives to be 
playing outside or splashing in 
big puddles of water, and there’s 
always a California atlas stashed 

in her red pickup truck in case a back road looks 
particularly promising. An author of Lonely Planet’s 
Yosemite, Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks, 
Mexico and California guides, you can see more of her 
work at www.bethkohn.com.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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