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Cruising the Moscow River 

VB Excursions (%812-
380 4596; www.vb-excur-
sions.com) Offers excellent 
thematic walking tours 
with clued-up students 
on themes including 
Dostoevsky and Revolu-
tionary St Petersburg.

St Petersburg Free Tour 
(http://petersburgfreetour.
com) The central offering 
of this tour company is its 
daily free city tour, but the 
company has plenty of 
other reasonably priced 
tours on offer. 

Best Boat Tours  
in Moscow
Capital Shipping 
Co (CCK, 

; 
%495-225 6070; www.
cck-ship.ru; adult/child 1hr 

 Ferries ply 
the Moscow River from 
May to September; board 
at one of six docks for a 
cruise ranging from one 
to two hours.

Radisson River Cruises 
(www.radisson-cruise.ru; 

 
m  Operates big 
river boats that cart 140 
people up and down the 
Moscow River from the 
dock in front of the hotel 
and from the dock in 
Gorky Park.

Best Boat Tours in 
St Petersburg
Anglo Tourismo (%8-921-
989 4722; http://anglotour 
ismo.com; 27 nab reki Fon-
tanki; 1hr cruise adult/student 

 m  
The main operator to run 
tours with commentary in 
English.

City Tour (%812-648 1228; 
 

 
Offers a ‘hop on, hop off’ 
boat tour around the 
main rivers and canals.

Best Bike Tours
Moscow Bike Tours 
(%8-916-970 1419; www.
moscowbiketours.com; 2½hr 
tour US$40-60) On these 
tours, you’ll enjoy great 
views of Moscow. Day 
and evening rides offered, 
with an extended tour 
available on weekends.

Peterwalk Walking 
Tours (%812-943 1229; 
http://peterswalk.com; from 

 The best estab-
lished bike tour in Peters-
burg, with both daytime 
and night-time options 
offered three times a 
week.

Best Moscow 
Walking Tours
Moscow 360 (%8-985-
447 8688; www.moscow360.
org; tours per group from 

 Paul is a private 
guide who offers excellent 
and entertaining walking 
tours in the centre. His 
speciality is the AK-47 
tour, which takes you to 
a shooting range to learn 
all about the infamous AK 
weapons and take a few 
shots yourself.

Moscow ArchiGeek 
(

; %499-322 
2325; www.archigeek.ru; 

 These 
architectural tours 
around Moscow hit some 
unusual destinations.

Patriarshy Dom Tours 
(%495-795 0927; www.
toursinrussia.com; Moscow 

per 6; Moscow tours from 

US$65; m  
Provides a changing 
schedule of specialised 
tours of local museums, 
specific neighbourhoods 
and unusual themes.

Moscow Greeter (www.
moscowgreeter.ru; admis-
sion free) Let a local 
volunteer show you what 
they love about their city! 
Every tour is different, 
as the volunteer decides 
(perhaps with your input) 
where to go.

Moscow Free Tour (Map 
p30, B2; %495-222 3466; 
www.moscowfreetour.com; 

 guided 
walk free, paid tours from 
€31) Enthusiastic guides 
offer a free introductory 
walk around Red Square 
and Kitay Gorod, as well 
as thematic tours that 
you have to pay for.

Best St Petersburg 
Walking Tours
Peterwalk Walking 
Tours (%812-943 1229; 
http://peterswalk.com; from 

 Going for more 
than 20 years, Peter 
Kozyrev’s innovative and 
passionately led tours are 
highly recommended as 
a way to see the city with 
knowledgeable locals.

Sputnik Tours (%499-110 
5266; www.sputnik8.com; 
price varies) This online 
tour agency is one with 
a difference: they act as 
a market place for locals 
wanting to give unique 
tours of their own city.

Placemates (%925 845 
3747; http://placemates.
ru;  This online 
portal connects visi-
tors with locals running 
a variety of tours and 
interesting experiences 
around the city.

Tours
Best

Moscow and St Petersburg are big, overwhelm-
ing cities with a strange alphabet. Letting the 
locals show you around is a good way to get your 
bearings and learn something new. It also gives 
you a chance to chat up a real, live Russian and 
perhaps make a friend.
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 Best Tours  161160  Best Tours

St Basil’s Cathedral
At the southern end of Red Square stands the 
icon of Russia: St Basil’s Cathedral (

, ; adult/student 
 h

Oct). This crazy confusion of colours, patterns and 
shapes is the culmination of a style that is unique 
to Russian architecture. In 1552 Ivan the Terrible 
captured the Tatar stronghold of Kazan on the 
Feast of Intercession. He commissioned this land-
mark church, officially the Intercession Cathedral, 
to commemorate the victory. Created from 1555 to 
1561, this masterpiece would become the ultimate 
symbol of Russia.

Lenin’s Mausoleum
Although Vladimir Ilych requested that he be 
buried beside his mum in St Petersburg, he still 
lies in state at the foot of the Kremlin wall in 
this mausoleum ( ; www.lenin.

   h
, receiving visitors who come to pay their 

respects. Line up at the western corner of the 
square (near the entrance to Alexander Garden) 
to see the embalmed leader, who has been here 
since 1924. Note that photography is not allowed 
and stern guards ensure that all visitors remain 
respectful and silent.

Saviour Gate Tower
The Kremlin’s ‘official’ exit onto Red Square is the 
stately red-brick Saviour Gate Tower (

). This gate – considered sacred – has been 
used for processions since tsarist times. The two 
white-stone plaques above the gate commemo-
rate the tower’s construction in 1491. The current 
clock was installed in the gate tower in the 1850s. 
Hauling 3m-long hands and weighing 25 tonnes, 
the clock takes up three of the tower’s 10 levels.

y Top Tips
 For an excellent 

photo op with good 

around to the south 
side of St Basil’s Ca-

unimpeded views and 
fewer people.

 Red Square empties 

when the square is most 
atmospheric.

 The square is often 
closed for various 

-

leeway in your schedule.

5 Take a Break
There are other choices 

mall’s Bosco Cafe (p34) 
is the only eatery that is 
right on Red Square.

to the end of Nikolskaya 

lunch at Bon App Cafe 
(p33).

One’s first time setting foot on Red Square 
is a guaranteed awe-striker. The vast rectan-
gular stretch of cobblestones is surrounded 
by architectural marvels, including St Basil’s 
Cathedral. This panorama never fails to send the 
heart aflutter, especially at night. Furthermore, 
it evokes an incredible sense of import to stroll 
across the place where so much of Russian his-
tory has unfolded.
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Top Sights
Red Square & St Basil’s Cathedral 

Red Square & St Basil’s Cathedral Kremlin & Kitay Gorod 2928

Interior, Komsomolskaya metro stationn
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deco central hall that’s 
all pink rhodonite, with 
slender, steel columns. 
The inspiring looking 
mosaics on the ceiling 
depict 24 Hours in the 
Land of the Soviets. 
This deep station (33m) 
served as an air-raid 
shelter during WWII.

4 Teatralnaya
This station’s decor fol-
lows a theatrical theme. 
The porcelain figures 
represent seven of the 
Soviet republics by 
wearing national dress 
and playing musical 
instruments from their 
homeland. Change here 

to Ploshchad Revolyutsii 
station on line three 
(the dark-blue Arbatsko-
Pokrovskaya line).

5 Ploshchad 
Revolyutsii
This dramatic station is 
basically an under-
ground sculpture gallery. 
The life-sized bronze 
statues represent the 
roles played by the peo-
ple during the revolution 
and in the ‘new world’ 
that comes after. Head-
ing up the escalators, the 
themes are revolution, 
industry, agriculture, 
hunting, education, 
sport and child rearing. 

Touch the nose of the 
border guard’s dog for 
good luck. Take line 
three heading west.

6 Park Pobedy
This newer station 
opened after the 
complex at Poklonnaya 
Gora, which com-
memorated the 50th an-
niversary of the victory 
in the Great Patriotic 
War. It is the deepest 
Moscow metro station, 
and it has the longest 
escalators in the world. 
The enamel panels at 
either end of the hall 
depict the victories of 
1812 and 1945.

2 The Walk
Every day, as many as seven million people ride the 
Moscow metro. What’s more, this transport system 
marries function and form: many of the stations are 
marble-faced, frescoed, gilded works of art. Take 
this tour for an overview of Moscow’s most interest-
ing and impressive metro stations. The best time to 
take a tour is Saturday or Sunday morning or any 

Start mKomsomolskaya

End mPark Pobedy

Distance 18km; one to two hours

5 Take a Break
There are plenty of excellent options around Trium-
falnaya pl (mMayakovskaya) and along Kamerger-
sky per (mTeatralnaya).

1 Komsomolskaya 
The intersecting sta-
tions are both named 
for the youth workers 
who helped with early 
construction. In the 
line-one station, look 
for the Komsomol em-
blem at the top of the 
limestone pillars and 
the majolica-tile panel 
showing the volunteers 
hard at work.

From Komsomol-
skaya, proceed anti-
clockwise around the 
Ring line, getting off at 
each stop along the way.

2 Belorusskaya
The ceiling mosaics 
celebrate the culture, 
economy and history 
of Russia’s neighbour 
to the west. The 12 
ceiling panels illustrate 
different aspects of 
their culture, while the 
floor pattern reproduces 
traditional Belarusian 
ornamentation. Switch 
here to line two (the 
green Zamoskvoretskaya 
line), where the Belaru-
sian theme continues, 
and travel south.

3 Mayakovskaya
The grand-prize winner 
at the 1938 World’s Fair 
in New York, Mayakovs-
kaya station has an art-
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Moscow Metro: 
Underground Art

Best Walks

 Moscow Metro: Underground Art  151150

Baby Lemonade Hostel 
(http://babylemonade.
epoquehostels.com) Psy-
chedelic design and a 
friendly environment with 
great Piter views from 
the roof.

Best Midrange
Bulgakov Mini-Hotel 
(www.bulgakovhotel.com) 
Literary-themed accom-
modation in an excellent 
location on the Arbat.

Danilovskaya Hotel (www.
danilovsky.ru) Comfortable 
accommodation on the 
grounds of a Moscow 
monastery.

Hotel de Paris (www.
cityhotelgroup.ru) Central, 
stylish and reasonably 
priced in the capital.

Rachmaninov Antique 
Hotel (www.hotelrachmani 
nov.com) A winner on all 
fronts, this smart place is 
an insider’s top choice for 
St Petersburg.

Hotel Indigo (www.
indigospb.com) Breathing 
new life into an old St 
Petersburg building, this 
superb transformation is 
an excellent choice.

Tradition Hotel (www.
traditionhotel.ru) This 
charming Petrograd 
Side hotel is a consistent 

traveller favourite due to 

Best Top End
Hotel Baltschug  
Kempinski (www.kempin 
ski-moscow.com) Ultimate 
luxury in the historic hotel 
facing the Kremlin across 
the river.

Hotel National (www.
national.ru) Artistic and 
historic, the National 

experience.

Russo Balt Hotel (www.
russo-balthotel.com) 
Intimate, elegant and 
indulgent accommoda-

Belmond Grand Hotel 
Europe (www.belmond.com) 
The classic St Petersburg 
luxury hotel, the Europe 
is the choice of kings and 
presidents.

Hotel Astoria (www.rocco 
fortehotels.com) A wonder-
fully modernised classic 
luxury hotel full of history 
in a prime location facing 
St Isaac’s Cathedral.

 
Hermitage Hotel (www.
thehermitagehotel.ru) A 

with Italian marble and 
chandeliers.

Arriving in 
Moscow
From  

 Located in Moscow, 
 

( ; %495-578 
6565; www.svo.aero) inter-
national airport is about 
30km northwest of the 
city centre. 

 The Aeroexpress Train 
(%8-800-700 3377; www.
aeroexpress.ru; one way 

 h6am-midnight) 
makes the 35-minute trip 
between Sheremetyevo 
(located next to Terminal 
E) and Belorussky vokzal 
every half-hour from 
5.30am to 12.30am.

From Domodedovo
 About 48km south of 

Moscow, Domodedovo 
( ; %495-933 
6666; www.domodedovo.
ru) international airport 
is the largest and most 

the city.

 The Aeroexpress Train 
leaves Paveletsky vokzal 
every half-hour between 
6am and midnight for 
the 45-minute trip to 
Domodedovo.

 It is essential to reserve 
at least a month in advance 
for accommodation during 
the White Nights in St 
Petersburg (late May to 
early July).

 Booking online via a 
hotel’s website is usually 
the cheapest method, as 
most hotels post their 
best rates online.

Best Budget
Godzillas Hostel (www.
godzillashostel.com) The 
long-standing Moscow 
favourite that’s more of a 
travellers’ social club than 
hostel.

Loft Hostel 77 (www.hostel 
-77.com) Friendly service in 
an urban chic setting in 
central Moscow.

(www.soulkitchenhostel.com) 
This gorgeous hostel is 
well located in central St 
Petersburg and it’s lots of 
fun to stay.

   
Standout season to 

(though many residents 
leave town).

   
Pleasant but humid. Long 
hours of sunlight bring 
out revellers, especially 
during White Nights in St 
Petersburg.

 Autumn  
The weather is lovely and 
the cultural calendar is 
busy in September and 
October.

 Winter  
Long, cold and dark, but 

of January is a festive 
holiday period.

Before You Go

When to Go

Guide

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

-50/-58

-30/-22

-10/14

10/50

30/86

-40/-40

-20/-4

0/32

20/68

0

2/50

4/100

6/150 

Moscow

Arriving in Moscow  175174
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EErarta
Museum of

Contemporary
Art

State
Hermitage

Museum

Church of the Saviour
on the Spilled Blood

Peter & Paul
Fortress

Alexander
Nevsky
Monastery

Mariinsky
Theatre

Sennaya, Kolomna 
& Vasilyevsky 
Island (p106) Historic Heart 

(p88)

Smolny & 
Vosstaniya (p122)

Petrograd & Vyborg 
Sides (p134)

Worth a Trip          

Waterways weave 
around grand palaces 
and theatres, with 
classical buildings and 
museums on 
Vasilyevsky Island.

Top Sights

Sparkling churches, 
picturesque bridges and 
parks, and the city’s 
showstopper – the 
Hermitage Museum.

Top Sights

Museums, underground 
art and lively bars, from 
Fontanka River to 
Alexander Nevsky 
Monastery.

Top Sight

These northern islands 
offer swathes of 
greenery and a 
smattering of museums.

Top Sight

Local Life

E E

E
E

l

Mariinsky Theatre
Erarta Museum of 
Contemporary Art

State Hermitage Museum
Church of the Saviour 
on the Spilled Blood

Alexander Nevsky 
Monastery

Peter & Paul Fortress

The Soviet South (p146)             
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E
Pushkin

Museum of
Fine Arts

Gorky
Park

Kremlin

Bolshoi
Theatre Red Square

& St Basil's
Cathedral

Park
Pobedy

Winzavod
& ArtPlay

Arbat, Khamovniki 
& Zamoskvorechie 
(p54)

Kremlin & Kitay 
Gorod (p22)

Meshchansky & 
Basmanny (p72)

Presnya & Tverskoy 
(p36)

Museums and galleries, 
plus Novodevichy 
Convent and lively Gorky 
Park, span the river.

Top Sights

Packed with historic 
sights and church-lined 
streets, plus Park 
Zaryadye, steps from 
Red Square.

Top Sights

Galleries and quirky 
shops fill revamped 
factories, near ul 
Pokrovka’s enticing 
restaurants.

Top Sight
Lush parks, spangled 
churches and 
noteworthy architecture, 
with some worthwhile 
unusual museums.

Top Sight

E E

E

E

Pushkin Museum of
Fine Art
Gorky Park

Kremlin
Red Square & St Basil’s 
Cathedral

Winzavod & ArtPlay

Bolshoi Theatre

Worth a Trip
Top SightE

Park Pobedy (p84)

Moscow
Neighbourhoods

St Petersburg
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

Local experiences and hidden gems  
to help you uncover the real cities 
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Exploring Vasilevsky Island (p112)
yAcademic life yOddball museums

Discover Chkalovskaya (p138)
ySurprising architecture yStreet art

The Soviet South (p146)
yStalinist monuments yRussian ingenuity

Stroll Through 
the Centuries 
(p40)
yDiverse  
architecture  
yMoscow’s ongoing 
development

Along the 
Stary Arbat 
(p60)
yCafe-hopping and 
souvenir shopping 
yStreet art

Red Square and Palace Square are impressive indeed. But to truly appreciate the rich-
ness of these cities, you have to get into the neighbourhoods to discover their diverse 
architecture, vibrant street life, atmospheric corners and unexpected oddities.

Other great places 
to experience the 
cities like a local: 

Hermitage Gardens 
(p46)

Chistye Prudy (p78)

Liudi Kak Liudi (p80)

Roomchik (p52)

Nevsky Prospekt 
(p104)

New Holland (p118)

103)

Kirovsky Islands 
(p142)

Ziferblat (p131)

Griboyedov (p132)

Moscow & St Petersburg
Local Life
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Local Life  1312

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p173)

Currency
rouble ( )

Language
Russian

Visas
Required by (nearly) all; apply at least a 

month in advance of your trip.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted by most hotels and restaurants.

Mobile Phones
Prepaid SIM cards are readily available. 

International roaming also works well.

Plugs & Adaptors
Electricity in Russia is supplied at 

220v/50hz, and European-style plugs (with 
two round pins) are used. A few places still 

have the old 127V system.

Time
Moscow Time (GMT/UTC plus three hours)

Tipping
Tip guides around 10% of their daily rate; 

a small gift will also be appreciated. At 
restaurants, leave small change or 10%, if the 
service warrants it. No need to tip taxi drivers.

Arriving in Moscow 
& St Petersburg

A Moscow Airports
The three main airports (Sheremetyevo, 
Domodedovo and Vnukovo) are accessible 
by the convenient Aeroexpress Train 
(%8-800-700 3377; www.aeroexpress.ru; 

 h6am-midnight), which 

Otherwise, book an official airport taxi 

a mobile-phone app it will be about 50% 
cheaper.

A Pulkovo International Airport
From St Petersburg’s superb airport (www.
pulkovoairport.ru), an official taxi to the 

Station.

L Train Stations
Rail riders will arrive at one of the central 
train stations in Moscow and/or St Peters-
burg. All of the train stations are located 
in the city centre, with easy access to the 
metro. Alternatively, most taxi companies 

train-station transfer.

Getting Around
m Metro
The metro systems in both cities are cheap, 
efficient, interesting to look at and easy to 
use. The downside is that they can be uncom-
fortably crowded during peak periods. The 

in Moscow.

J Bus
Buses are best for shorter distances in areas 
without good metro coverage, especially in 
St Petersburg.

P Taxi
Well-marked ‘official’ taxi cabs do not roam 
the streets looking for fares but you can book 
a taxi using an app or an official agency.

Q Walk
Distances can be vast, but Moscow and St 
Petersburg are surprisingly walkable cities, 
especially in the centre. Use the underground 
crosswalk when crossing busy streets.

H Bike
Cycling on the streets can be dangerous, 
but it’s getting better. In any case, cycling 
is a pleasant way to get around if you stick 
to the routes along the river and in the city 
parks. Bikes are available from the bike-
share programs: VeloBike (www.velobike.
ru) in Moscow and Velogorod (http://spb.
velogorod.org) in St Petersburg.

Your Daily Budget
Budget: Less than 

  

  

  Walking tours, parks and churches: free

  

  Prix-fixe

  

  

  

  

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
moscow) Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and more.

Moscow Times (www.themoscowtimes.
com) Leading English-language newspaper 
in Moscow.

Meduza (https://meduza.io) An excellent 
independent source of news on Russia with 
an English version.

Calvert Journal (www.calvertjournal.com) 
A comprehensive site about society, culture 
and travel in the ‘New East’, with many 
Russia-specific articles.

Advance Planning
Two months before Apply for your visa.

One month before Reserve accommodation 
and theatre tickets.

One week before Book guided tours. 
Purchase online tickets to the Hermitage, 
Kremlin and Armoury. Add useful apps such 
as Google Translate and Yandex Taxi to your 
smartphone.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Day of Reconciliation 
and Accord (formerly 
Revolution Day)  
7 November

Travel
 As in any big city, be on 

guard against pickpock-
ets, especially around 
train stations and in 
crowded metro cars.

 Always carry a photo-
copy of your passport 
and visa. If stopped by 
a member of the police 
force, it is perfectly ac-
ceptable to show a 
photocopy.

 Due to legislation crimi-
nalising the ‘promotion of 
homosexuality’ to minors, 
levels of homophobia 
are higher now than they 
have been for some time. 
LGBTIQ travellers are ad-
vised to remain discreet.

 There is an ongoing 
epidemic of racist attacks 
in St Petersburg. If you 
look very obviously non-

to avoid the suburbs and 
take taxis at night.

Tourist Information
Discover Moscow 
(https://um.mos.ru/en/
discover-moscow) A com-
prehensive site organised 
by the City of Moscow.

Moscow Tourist Hotline 
(%

Tourist Information Bu-
reau (%

 http://eng.ispb.info; 
 h10am-

7pm Mon-Sat; mGostiny Dvor) 
Maps, tours, information 
and advice for travellers in 
St Petersburg.

Travellers with  
Disabilities

 Inaccessible transport, 
lack of ramps and lifts, 
and no centralised policy 

for people with physical 

challenging destination for 
travellers with restricted 
mobility.

 
accessed from stairs in 
restaurants and museums; 
distances are great; public 
transport can be extremely 
crowded; and many foot-
paths are in a poor condi-
tion and are hazardous 
even for the fully mobile.

 This situation is 
changing (albeit slowly), 
as buildings undergo 
renovations and become 

Taxi
 Taxi apps, such as Gett 

and Yandex Taxi, are all 
the rage in St Petersburg 
and they’ve brought down 
the prices of taxis in gen-
eral, while improving the 
service a great deal.

 Aside from the apps, the 
best way to get a taxi is to 
order it by phone. Opera-
tors will usually not speak 
English, so unless you 

hotel reception to call a 
taxi for you. Some recom-
mended companies:

Peterburgskoe Taksi 
068 (%
St Petersburg 068; www.
taxi068.ru) 

Taxi-4 (%  
www.taxi-4.ru) 

Taxi Blues ( - ; 
%  www.
taxiblues.ru) 

Taxi 6000000 (%
0000; http://6-000-000.ru)

Essential 
Information
Business Hours

 
9am or 10am to 5pm or 
6pm weekdays.

Banks and other 
services 9am to 6pm 
weekdays; shorter hours 
Saturday.

 10am to 8pm 
daily. Department stores 
and food shops have 
longer hours.

Restaurants Noon to 
midnight daily.

Museums 10am or 11am 
to 6pm Tuesday to Sun-
day. Many museums have 
instituted evening hours 
one day a week, usually 
Thursday. Opening hours 
vary widely, as do the mu-

Electricity

Money
 Even if prices are listed 

in US dollars or euros, 
you will be presented with 

 ATMs linked to inter-
national networks are all 
over Moscow – look for 
signs that say bankomat 
( ).

 Credit cards are com-
monly accepted, but 
Americans may have 

not have a ‘chip and pin’ 
credit card. This is more of 
a problem at shops than 
at hotels and restaurants.

 Inform your bank or 
credit-card provider of the 
dates you’ll be travelling in 

where the card is blocked.

Public Holidays
New Year’s Day  
1 January

Russian Orthodox 
Christmas 7 January

International Women’s 
Day 8 March

International Labour 
  

1 and 2 May

Victory (1945) Day  
9 May

Russian Independence 
12 June

220V/50Hz

Dos & Don’ts

rather superstitious. Follow these tips to avoid 
faux pas.

 Visiting homes Shaking hands across the 
threshold is considered unlucky; wait until you’re 

-

sure they’re an odd number – even numbers of 
blooms are for funerals.

 Religion Women should cover their heads and 
bare shoulders when entering a church. In some 

they wear a skirt – wraps are usually available at 
the door. Men should remove hats in church and 
not wear shorts.

 Eating & Drinking
wrists on the table edge, with fork in left hand and 
knife in the right. Vodka toasts are common at 
meals – it’s rude to refuse to join in and traditional 
(and good sense) to eat after each shot.

Essential Information  179178  Survival Guide

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the cities – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free 
experience

The Best 
of Moscow & 
St Petersburg
The cities’ 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Moscow & 
St Petersburg
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Moscow & St 
Petersburg’s Best…
The best experiences
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Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :

000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

¡

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

#

#

#

þ

þ

þ

#

#

#

æ

æ

æ

#ï

#

#

#

#

ý

û

ý

û

Pont du
Carroussel

Pont
Royal

1er

8e

Cour
Napoléo

Pl d
Pala
Roy

Pl du
Carrousel

Jardin du
Carrousel

Pl de
l'Opéra

Pl des
Pyramides

Jardin des
Tuileries

R
Ro

ya
le

Bd
M
alesherbes

Bd des Italien
s

R
St
-F
lo
re
nt
in

Av
de

l'O
péra

R
Tr
on

ch
et

R Auber

R
de

la
Pa
ix

R de Rivoli

R du Quatre Septembre

R
Sc

rib
e

R
de

R
ic
he

lie
uAv

de
l'O

péra

Q des Tuileries

Q du Louvre

Bd des Capuc
ines

Av
du

G
én
ér
al
Le
m
on

ni
er

R Villedo

R
du

M
ar
ch

é
St
-H
on

or
é

R
d'
Al
ge
r

R
Vo

ln
ey

R
G
ai
llo
n

R du Faubourg St-Honoré

R
M
oli
èr
e

R
de

l'E
ch
el
le

R
D
uphot

R Thérèse

R Daunou

R
des Capucines

R Danielle Casanova

R
de

la
So

ur
di
èr
e

R
de

G
ra
m
on

t

R de Sèze

R duMont Thabor

R
St
-R
oc
h

R
Ca

m
bo

n

R des Petits Champ

Pyramides

Opéra

Concorde

Madeleine

Tuileries

Palais Royal –
Musée du

Louvre

Quatre
Septembre

Musée du
Louvre

Jeu de
Paume

Jardin des
Tuileries

Place
Vendôme6

5

3 22

19

14

16

23 24

25

1

#
#
æ 1
ý 21

A

1

3

4

5

B C D

2

 For reviews see
   Top Sights p104
   Sights p112
   Eating p113
   Drinking p114
   Entertainment p115
   Shopping p116

1

28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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Our selection of the cities’ best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Moscow 
& St Petersburg
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the 
destination. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the cities into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the cities: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Moscow 
and St Petersburg.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Church of the Saviour on the Spilled Blood (p96), St Petersburg
AMOS CHAPPLE/GETTY IMAGES ©

Welcome to 
Moscow & St Petersburg

 Two capitals, past and present. Two urban landscapes, 
rich with arts, architecture, culture and dramatic histories. 
Yet these two cities could hardly be more different. From 
Moscow’s red-brick fortress and Stalinist skyscrapers to St 
Petersburg’s picturesque canals and baroque facades, the 
Russian capitals are a study in extraordinary but exquisite 
contrast.

QuickStart 
Guide

Moscow & St Petersburg 
Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Moscow & St Petersburg 
Local Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Moscow & St Petersburg
Day Planner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Moscow Neighbourhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

St Petersburg Neighbourhoods  . . . . . . . . . . 19

7
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Red Square & 
St Basil’s Cathedral 
(Moscow; p28)
 Majestic centrepiece of 
Moscow.

State Hermitage 
Museum 
(St Petersburg; p90)
 Dazzling imperial art 
collection and interiors.

 Moscow &  St Petersburg
Top   Sights
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