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‘t Smalle (p55)

 Best Brown Cafes
In t Aepjen Candles 
burn all day long in the 
time-warped, 500-year-
old house. (p35 )

Hoppe An icon of drink-
ing history. (p37 )

De Sluyswacht Swig in 
the lock-keeper’s quar-
ters across from Rem-
brandt’s house. (p140 )

Best  Tasting 
Houses
Wynand Fockink The 
1679 tasting house pours 
glorious jenevers. (p36 )

In de Olofspoort Stocks 
stocks over 200 varieties. 
(p36 )

Best Beer
Brouwerij ‘t IJ Wonderful 
independent brewery at 

the foot of the De Gooyer 
windmill. (p138 )

Oedipus Brewery & Tap 
Room Brilliant brewery 
in Amsterdam Noord. 
(p148 )

Best Cocktail Bars
Tales & Spirits House 
infusions and vintage 
glasses. (p35 )

Dum Dum Palace Clas-
sic cocktails with Asian 
twists. (p36 )

Best  Coffeeshops
Dampkring Hollywood 
made the hobbit-like 
decor and prize-winning 
product famous. (p34 )

Abraxas A haven of 
mellow music and comfy 
sofas spread over three 
floors. (p34 )

  Amsterdam is one of the wildest  nightlife cities 
in Europe and the world. Beyond the Red Light 
District and hot spots around Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein, the clubbing scene is also 
rapidly expanding thanks to 24-hour-licensed 
venues. Yet you can easily avoid a hardcore party 
scene: Amsterdam remains a café (pub) society 
where the pursuit of pleasure centres on cosi-
ness and charm.

Brown Cafes
 Amsterdam is famed for its historic  bruin cafés 
(traditional Dutch pubs). The name comes from 
the nicotine stains from centuries of use (although 
recent aspirants slap on brown paint to catch up). 
Occasionally you’ll find sand on the wooden floor 
to soak up spilt beer. Most importantly, the city’s 
bruin cafés provide an atmosphere conducive to 
conversation – and the nirvana of gezelligheid 
(conviviality, cosiness).

Clubbing
 Amsterdam is banging on Berlin’s door to claim 
the mantle of Europe’s clubbing capital. The 
electronic music extravaganza  Amsterdam Dance 
Event (ADE; https://amsterdam-dance-event.nl; hlate 
Oct) is a fixture on the city’s calendar, and in 2012 
nightclub promoter Mirik Milan became Amster-
dam’s (and the world’s) inaugural nachtburge-
meester (night mayor), representing and encourag-
ing the city’s nightlife and economy.

Inner-city clubs are integrating into the social 
fabric, and epic venues (including some with new 
24-hour licences) are opening in repurposed build-

ings outside the city 
centre to avoid noise, 
and are reachable by 
public transport. In 
addition to club nights, 
they mount multi-genre 
art exhibitions, markets 
and other diverse cul-
tural offerings.

Drinking & 
Nightlife

Best

Worth a 
Trip

 In an industrial 
estate at Sloter-
dijk,   Warehouse 
Elementenstraat 
(www.elementenstraat.
nl; Elementenstraat 
25; hhours vary; W; 
g748 Contactweg, 
mIsolatorweg) has 
four enormous halls 
with phenomenal 
lighting and sound 
systems that ac-
commodate up to 
2500 clubbers, who 
come to dance to 
house, techno and 
other EDM styles 24 
hours. Check ahead 
as events often sell 
out. Door tickets 
are cash only.

y Top Tips
  Café means pub; a 

co  eeshop is where 
one gets marijuana.

 Een bier, een pils 
or een vaasje is a 
normal-sized glass of 
beer; een kleintje pils 
is a small glass.

 A ko   e is black; 
ko   e verkeerd (cof-
fee ‘wrong’) is made 
with milk, similar to a 
ca  e latte.
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brewery. Tours depart on the hour 
and last 40 minutes, followed by a 
sample (or four). The tasting room 
(p36) is a great place to try more of its 
wares. De Prael also makes liqueurs 
that you can buy at the brewery’s 
attached shop. (%020-408 44 70; http://
deprael.nl; Oudezijds Voorburgwal 30; 
tour with 1/4 beers €8.50/17.50; htours 
hourly 1-6pm Mon-Fri, 1-5pm Sat, 2-5pm Sun; 
j1/2/4/5/9/13/16/17/24 Centraal Station) 

  Dam  SQUARE 

6 11 Map p28, B5

This square is the very spot where 
Amsterdam was founded around 1270. 
Today pigeons, tourists, buskers and 
the occasional funfair complete with 
Ferris wheel take over the grounds. It’s 

still a national gathering spot, and if 
there’s a major speech or demonstra-
tion it’s held here. (j4/9/16/24 Dam) 

  Cannabis College  CULTURAL CENTRE 

7 11 Map p28, D5

This nonprofit centre offers tips and 
tricks for having a positive smoking 
experience and provides the low-down 
on local cannabis laws. There are 
educational displays and a library. Staff 
can provide maps and advice on where 
to find coffeeshops that sell organic 
weed and shops that are good for 
newbies. T-shirts, stickers, postcards 
and a few other trinkets with the logo 
are for sale too. (%020-423 44 20; www.
cannabiscollege.com; Oudezijds Achterburgwal 
124; h11am-7pm; j4/9/16/24 Dam) 

Sights
  Museum Ons’ Lieve 
Heer op Solder  MUSEUM 

1 11 Map p28, D4

 Within what looks like an ordinary 
canal house is an entire Catholic 
church. Ons’ Lieve Heer op Solder 
(Our Dear Lord in the Attic) was built 
in the mid-1600s in defiance of the 
Calvinists. Inside you’ll see labyrin-
thine staircases, rich artworks, period 
decor and the soaring, two-storey 
church itself. (%020-624 66 04; www.
opsolder.nl; Oudezijds Voorburgwal 38; adult/
child €10/5; h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 1-6pm 
Sun; j4/9/16/24 Dam) 

  Amsterdam Museum  MUSEUM 

2 11 Map p28, A7

Entrepreneurship, free thinking, 
citizenship and creativity are the four 
cornerstones of the multimedia DNA 
exhibit at this riveting museum, which 
splits Amsterdam’s millennia-old 
history into seven key time periods. 
Unlike at many of the city’s museums, 
crowds are rare. It’s reached via the 
arcade containing the free Civic Guard 
Gallery (p32) off Kalverstraat 92. 
(%020-523 18 22; www.amsterdammuseum.
nl; Gedempte Begijnensloot; adult/child 
€12.50/6.50; h10am-5pm; j1/2/5 Spui) 

  Nieuwe Kerk  CHURCH 

3 11 Map p28, B4

This 15th-century, late-Gothic basilica 
is only ‘new’ in relation to the Oude 
Kerk (Old Church; from 1306). A few 

monumental items dominate the oth-
erwise spartan interior – a magnificent 
carved oak chancel, a bronze choir 
screen, a massive organ and enormous 
stained-glass windows. It’s the site of 
royal investitures and weddings and is 
otherwise used for art exhibitions and 
concerts. Opening times and prices can 
vary depending on what’s going on. An 
audioguide costs €2. (New Church; %020-
638 69 09; www.nieuwekerk.nl; Dam; €8-16; 
h10am-6pm; j1/2/5/13/14/17 Dam) 

  Oude Kerk  CHURCH 

4 11 Map p28, D4

Dating from 1306, the Oude Kerk is 
Amsterdam’s oldest surviving build-
ing. It’s also an intriguing moral 
contradiction: a church surrounded 
by active Red Light District windows. 
Inside, check out the stunning Vater-
Müller organ, the naughty 15th-
century carvings on the choir stalls 
and famous Amsterdammers’ tomb-
stones in the floor (including Rem-
brandt’s wife, Saskia van Uylenburgh). 
Regular art exhibitions take place in 
the church; you can also climb the 
 tower (www.westertorenamsterdam.nl; tour 
€8; h1-7pm Mon-Sat Apr-Oct) on a guided 
tour. Church admission is by credit/
debit card only. (Old Church; %020-625 
82 84; https://oudekerk.nl; Oudekerksplein; 
adult/child €10/free; h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 
1-5.30pm Sun; j4/9/16/24 Dam) 

 Brouwerij De Prael  BREWERY 

5 11 Map p28, D3

 Brouwerij De Prael offers engag-
ing behind-the-scenes tours of its 
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1 Groenburgwal
 Step out onto the white 
drawbridge that crosses 
the  Groenburgwal 
and look north. Many 
Amsterdammers swear 
this is the loveliest ca-
nal view of all – a pick 
backed by Impression-
ist Claude Monet, who 
painted it in 1874 as 
The Zuiderkerk (South 
Church) at Amsterdam: 
Looking up the Groen-
burgwal.

2 Stopera
 Head to the Stopera 
building, Amsterdam’s 
combination of city 
hall and Muziektheater 
(p139 ). Its terrace is a 
great place for sitting 
and watching the boats 
go by on the Amstel.

3 Blauwbrug
 Cross the river via the 
1884  Blauwbrug (Blue 
Bridge). Inspired by Par-
is’ Alexander III bridge, 
it features tall, ornate 
street lamps topped by 
the imperial crown of 
Amsterdam, fish sculp-
tures, and foundations 
shaped like a medieval 
ship prow.

4 Reguliersgracht
 Walk along the Heren-
gracht to Reguliers-
gracht (p82 ), the ‘seven 
bridges’ canal. Stand 
with your back to the 
Thorbeckeplein and the 
Herengracht flowing 
directly in front of you. 
Lean over the bridge 
and sigh at the seven 
humpbacked arches 
leading down the canal 
straight ahead.

5 Magere Brug
 Walk along the Keizer-
gracht and turn right 
towards the wedding-
photo-favourite  Magere 
Brug (Skinny Bridge). 
According to legend, 
two sisters built it. They 
lived on opposite sides 
of the river and wanted 
an easy way to visit 
each other. Alas, they 
only had enough money 
to construct a narrow 
bridge.

6 Amstelsluizen
 Continue south to the 
 Amstelsluizen. These 
impressive locks, dating 
from 1674, allow the 
canals to be flushed 
with fresh water. The 
sluices on the city’s west 
side are left open as 

the stagnant water is 
pumped out to sea.

7 De Ysbreeker
 Cross the river once 
more; take Prof Tulp-
plein past the Inter-
Continental hotel to De 
Ysbreeker (p124 ). The 

building used to be an 
inn for the tough guys 
who broke ice on the 
Amstel so boats could 
pass. Grab a seat on the 
enormous waterfront 
terrace to see what’s 
gliding by these days.2 The Walk

  More  canals flow  in Amsterdam than in Venice. Get 
the camera ready, because this walk passes some 
of the city’s most beautiful waterways. They’re more 
than just a pretty picture, though. For more than four 
centuries the canals have performed the epic task 
of keeping Amsterdam above water, since they help 
help drain the soggy landscape. Today 100km of 
channels do their duty. The romantic backdrops and 
groovy places to float a boat are a lucky bonus.

Start Corner of Staalstraat and Groenburgwal; 
j4/9/14/16/24 Muntplein

Finish De Ysbreeker; j 3 Wibautstraat/Ruyschstraat

Length 3km; two hours with dawdling

5 Take a Break
 Sip coffee mid the vintage-thrift decor at   Café Lan-
gereis (www.cafelangereis.nl; Amstel 202; h11am-3am 
Sun-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat; W; j4/9/14 Rembrandtplein), 
at the foot of the Blauwbrug (Blue Bridge).
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€24/37.50; h8am-8pm 
Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm Sat & Sun; 
j1/2/5/13/14/17 Raad-
huisstraat) has 10 shops, 
including this one in the 
centre.

  Damstraat Rent-a-
Bike (%020-625 50 29; 
www.rentabike.nl; Damstraat 
20-22; bike rental per 3/24hr 
from €7/9.25; h9am-6pm; 
j4/9/16/24 Dam) is near 
the Dam.

  MacBike (%020-620 
09 85; www.macbike.nl; 
De Ruijterkade 34b; bike 
rental per 3/24hr from 
€11/14.75; h9am-5.45pm; 
j1/2/4/5/9/13/16/17/24 
Centraal Station) has a 
convenient location at 
Centraal Station, plus 
others at Waterlooplein 
and Leidseplein.

 Alternatively, locate 
bikes around town via 
the app FlickBike (www.
 ickbike.nl); rental per 30 

minutes costs €1. Scan 
the QR code to unlock/
lock the bike. It can be re-
turned to any Amsterdam 
bike rack.

Taxi
   Taxis are expensive and 

not very speedy given 
Amsterdam’s maze of 
streets.

 You don’t hail taxis on 
the road. Instead,  nd 

them at stands at Cen-
traal Station, Leidseplein 
and other busy spots 
around town. You needn’t 
take the  rst car in the 
queue.

 Another method is to 
book a taxi by phone. 
 Taxicentrale Amsterdam 
(TCA; %020-777 77 77; www.
tcataxi.nl) is the most reli-
able company.

 Fares are meter-based. 
The meter starts at 
€2.95, then it’s €2.17 per 
kilometre thereafter. A 
ride from Leidseplein to 
the Dam costs about €12; 

from Centraal Station to 
Jordaan is €10 to €15.

Car
   Parking is  expensive 

and scarce.

 Street  parking in the 
centre costs around 
€5/30 per hour/day. Pay 
online at www.3377.nl.

 It’s better (and 
cheaper) to leave your 
vehicle in a park-and-ride 
lot at the edge of town. 
See www.iamsterdam. 
com for details.

costing around €37.50. 
The taxi stand is just out-
side the arrivals hall door.

Centraal Train 
Station
  Tram Of Amsterdam’s 
15 tram lines, 10 stop at 
Centraal Station, and 
then fan out to the rest 
of the city. For trams 4, 9, 
16, 24 and 26, head far to 
the left (east) when you 
come out the station’s 
main entrance; look for 
the ‘A’ sign. For trams 1, 2, 
5, 13 and 17, head to the 
right (west) and look for 
the ‘B’ sign.

Taxi Taxis queue near the 
front station entrance 
toward the west side. 
Fares are meter-based. It 
should be €15 to €20 for 
destinations in the centre, 
canal ring or Jordaan.

Getting 
Around
Tram

   Most public transport 
within the city is by tram. 
The vehicles are fast, 
frequent and ubiquitous, 
operating between 6am 
and 12.30am.

 Tickets are not sold on 
board. Buy a disposable 
OV-chipkaart (www.
ov-chipkaart.nl; one hour 
€2.90) or a day pass 
from the  GVB information 
o   ce, located across the 
tram tracks from Cen-
traal Station, attached 
to the VVV I Amsterdam 
Visitor Centre.

 When you enter and 
exit, wave your card at 
the pink machine to 
‘check in’ and ‘check out’.

 Most tram lines start 
at Centraal Station and 
then fan out into the 
neighbourhoods.

 Metro & Bus
  Amsterdam’s  buses 

and metro (subway) 
primarily serve outer 
districts. Prices for the 
metro and most buses 
are the same as trams.

 Nachtbussen (night 
buses) run after other 

transport stops (from 
1am to 6am, every hour). 
A ticket costs €4.50.

Bicycle
   Rental shops are 

everywhere.

 You’ll have to show a 
passport or European 
national ID card and leave 
a credit-card imprint or 
pay a deposit (usually 
€50 to €100).

 Prices per 24-hour 
period for basic ‘coaster-
brake’ bikes average €12. 
Bikes with gears and 
handbrakes cost more.

 Theft insurance costs 
around €3 to €5 extra 
per day and is strongly 
advised.

  Ajax Bike (%06 1729 
4284; www.ajaxbike.nl; Gerard 
Doustraat 153; bike rental 
per 4/24hr from €6.50/9; 
h10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 
noon-4pm Sun; j4 Stad-
houderskade) is in De Pijp.

  Bike City (%020-626 
37 21; https://bikecity.nl; 
Bloemgracht 68-70; bike 
rental per day from €14; 
h9am-5.30pm; j13/14/17 
Westermarkt) is in Jordaan.

  Black Bikes (%0852 
737 454; http://black-bikes.
com; Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 
146; bike rental per 3/24hr 
from €9/13, electric bikes 

Journey 
Planner
 Website 9292 
(https://9292.nl) 
calculates routes, 
costs and travel 
times, and will get 
you from door to 
door, wherever 
you’re going in the 
city. The site is in 
English and Dutch.

Tickets & Passes
  The GVB o  ers unlimited-ride passes for one 

to seven days (€7.50 to €34), valid on trams, 
some buses and the metro.

 Passes are available at the  GVB information 
o   ce (www.gvb.nl; Stationsplein 10; h7am-9pm 
Mon-Fri, 8am-9pm Sat & Sun; j1/2/4/5/9/13/16/17/24 
Centraal Station) and  VVV I Amsterdam Visi-
tor Centres (Map p28 ; %020-702 60 00; www.
iamsterdam.com; Stationsplein 10; h9am-5pm Mon-Sat; 
j1/2/4/5/9/13/16/17/24 Centraal Station), but not 
onboard.

 The I Amsterdam Card (www.iamsterdam.com; 
per 24/48/72/96 hours €57/67/77/87) includes 
a GVB travel pass in its fee.

 The Amsterdam Travel Ticket (per one/two/
three days €16/21/26) is a GVB unlimited-ride 
pass with an airport train ticket added on. Buy it 
at the airport (at the NS ticket window) or GVB 
o   ce.

Getting Around  177176  Survival Guide
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Vondelpark

Royal Palace
(Koninklijk Paleis)

Anne Frank
Huis

Van Gogh Museum
Rijksmuseum

Begijnhof

Southern Canal 
Ring (p66)
By day, visit the city's 
less-heralded museums. 
By night, party at the 
clubs around 
Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein.

Vondelpark & the 
South (p84)
Vondelpark is a green 
lung with personality, 
adjacent to the genteel 
Old South, home to 
Amsterdam's grandest 
museums.

Top Sights
Rijksmuseum
Van Gogh Museum
Vondelpark

Jordaan & the 
Western Canal Ring 
(p42)
The Jordaan teems with 
cosy pubs and lanes 
ideal for getting lost. 
The Western Canal Ring 
unfurls quirky boutiques 
and waterside cafés.

Top Sight
Anne Frank Huis

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Westerpark & Western 
Islands (p64)

Medieval Centre & 
Red Light District 
(p22)
Amsterdam's medieval 
core mixes fairy-tale 
Golden Age buildings, 
bruin cafés and the lurid 
Red Light District.

Top Sights
Royal Palace
(Koninklijk Paleis)
Begijnhof

Vondelpark

Museum het
Rembrandthuis

Royal Palace
(Koninklijk Paleis)

Anne Frank
Huis

Van Gogh Museum
Rijksmuseum

Begijnhof

Tropenmuseum

De Pijp (p104)
Ethnic meets trendy in 
this recently gentrified 
neighbourhood, best 
sampled at the colourful 
Albert Cuypmarkt and 
multicultural eateries 
that surround it.

Amsterdam Noord 
(p142)
Once industrial, 
Amsterdam’s north is 
now home to some of 
the city’s most 
cutting-edge creative 
venues.

Southern Canal 
Ring (p66)
By day, visit the city's 
less-heralded museums. 
By night, party at the 
clubs around 
Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein.

Vondelpark & the 
South (p84)
Vondelpark is a green 
lung with personality, 
adjacent to the genteel 
Old South, home to 
Amsterdam's grandest 
museums.

Top Sights
Rijksmuseum
Van Gogh Museum
Vondelpark

Oosterpark & East 
of the Amstel  
(p116)
One of the city's most 
culturally diverse areas, 
with Moroccan and 
Turkish enclaves and 
some great bars and 
restaurants.

Top Sight
Tropenmuseum

Jordaan & the 
Western Canal Ring 
(p42)
The Jordaan teems with 
cosy pubs and lanes 
ideal for getting lost. 
The Western Canal Ring 
unfurls quirky boutiques 
and waterside cafés.

Top Sight
Anne Frank Huis

Nieuwmarkt, Plan-
tage & the Eastern 
Islands (p126)
See Rembrandt's studio 
and Amsterdam's 
Jewish heritage in 
Nieuwmarkt, and 
gardens and a beery 
windmill in the Plantage.

Top Sight
Museum het 
Rembrandthuis

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Westerpark & Western 
Islands (p64)

Medieval Centre & 
Red Light District 
(p22)
Amsterdam's medieval 
core mixes fairy-tale 
Golden Age buildings, 
bruin cafés and the lurid 
Red Light District.

Top Sights
Royal Palace
(Koninklijk Paleis)
Begijnhof
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silk dresses as you are 1970s Swedish 
porn. Brasserie Blazer serves well-
priced French fare inside to fuel the 
browsing.

2 Tunes at Johnny Jordaanplein
 The small square   Johnny Jordaan-
plein (cnr Prinsengracht & Elandsgracht; 
j13/14/17 Westermarkt) is dedicated to 
the local hero and musician who sang 
the romantic music known as leven-
slied (tears-in-your-beer-style ballads). 
There are bronze busts of Johnny and 
his band, but the real star here is the 
colourful utility hut splashed with 
nostalgic lyrics.

3 Wander the Negen Straatjes
 The   Negen Straatjes (Nine Streets; www.
de9straatjes.nl; j1/2/5 Spui) comprise a 
tic-tac-toe board of wee shops dealing 
in vintage fashions, housewares and 
oddball specialities such as antique 
eyeglass frames. It’s bounded by Ree-
straat, Hartenstraat and Gasthuismo-
lensteeg to the north and Runstraat, 
Huidenstraat and Wijde Heisteeg to 
the south. Bonus points if you find the 
doll doctor!

4 Refuel at Brix
 The loungey setting makes  Brix Food 
‘n’ Drinx (www.cafebrix.nl; Wolvenstraat 
16; h9am-1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat; 
j1/2/5 Spui) a great place to chill over 
cocktails (including three different 
Bloody Marys) or sample the astutely 
chosen wines. There’s live soul, blues 
and jazz on Mondays from about 7pm.

5 Rummage the Noordermarkt
 The   Noordermarkt (Northern Market; 
www.jordaanmarkten.nl; hflea market 
9am-1pm Mon, farmers market 9am-4pm 
Sat; j3/10 Marnixplein) surrounds the 
Noorderkerk and hosts two bazaars. 
On Monday mornings it’s a trove of 
secondhand clothing (great rummage 
piles) and assorted antique trinkets. 
On Saturdays, most of the clothing 
stalls are replaced by gorgeous pro-
duce and kaas (cheese) from growers 
around Amsterdam.

6 Get Hip on Haarlemmerdijk
 The street Haarlemmerdijk buzzes 
with stylish shops and lots of places 
to snack or unwind over a drink. It 
is a culinary destination, not just for 
restaurants but for its slew of gourmet 
provisions and kitchen shops. Keep an 
eye out for hip lolly makers, cookbook 
vendors and tea emporiums among 
the retailers.

7 Relax at De Kat in de 
Wijngaert
   De Kat in de Wijngaert (www.dekatin
dewijngaert.nl; Lindengracht 160; h10am-
1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri, 9am-3am Sat; 
j3/10 Marnixplein) is the kind of bruin 
café where one beer soon turns into 
half a dozen – maybe it’s the influence 
of the old-guard arts types who hang 
out here. Try soaking it up with what 
many people vote as the best tosti 
(toasted sandwich) in town.

1 Antiqueing at 
Antiekcentrum
 Anyone who likes peculiar 
old stuff might enter   An-
tiekcentrum Amsterdam 
(Amsterdam Antique Centre; 
www.antiekcentrumamsterdam.
nl; Elandsgracht 109; h11am-
6pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & 
Sun; j7/10/17 Elandsgracht), 
a knick-knack mini-mall, 
and never come out. You’re 
just as likely to find 1940s 

 Local  Life
Shopping the  Jordaan &  Western 
Canal Ring

 These are Amsterdam’s 
prime neighbourhoods 
to stumble upon offbeat 
little shops selling items 
you’d find nowhere else. 
Velvet ribbons? Herb-
spiced Gouda? Vintage 
jewellery? They’re all here 
amid the Western Canals’ 
quirky stores and the Jor-
daan’s eclectic boutiques 
and markets. Everything 
is squashed into a grid 
of tiny lanes – a perfect 
place to lose yourself for 
an afternoon stroll.
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p174)

Currency
 Euro (€)

Language
 Dutch

Visas
 Generally not required for stays of up to 

three months. Some nationalities require a 
Schengen visa.

Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 
accepted in most hotels but not all 

restaurants. Non-European credit cards are 
sometimes rejected.

Mobile Phones
 Beware of high roaming charges from 

non-EU countries. Local prepaid SIM cards 
are widely available and can be used in most 

unlocked phones.

Time
 Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus 

one hour)

Tipping
 Leave 5% to 10% for a cafe snack (or 

round up to the next euro), 10% or so for a 
restaurant meal. Tip taxi drivers 5% to 10%.

 Arriving in 
Amsterdam

 Most people flying to Amsterdam arrive at 
Schiphol International Airport (AMS; www. 
schiphol.nl), 18km southwest of the city cen-
tre. National and international trains arrive at 
Centraal Train Station in the city centre.

A From Schiphol International 
Airport
 Train Trains run to Amsterdam’s Centraal 
Station (€5.20 one way, 15 minutes) 24 hours 
a day. From 6am to 12.30am they go every 10 
minutes or so; hourly in the wee hours. The 
rail platform is inside the terminal, down the 
escalator.

Shuttle bus A shuttle van is run by Connex-
xion (www.schipholhotelshuttle.nl; one way/
return €17/27), every 30 minutes from 7am 
to 9pm, from the airport to several hotels. 
Look for the Connexxion desk by Arrivals 4.

Bus Bus 197/Amsterdam Airport Express 
(€5 one way, 25 minutes) is the quickest way 
to places by the Museumplein, Leidseplein 
or Vondelpark. It departs outside the arrivals 
hall door. Buy a ticket from the driver.

Taxi Taxis take 20 to 30 minutes to the cen-
tre (longer in heavy traffic), costing around 
€37.50. The taxi stand is just outside the 
arrivals hall door.

L From Centraal Train Station
 Tram Of Amsterdam’s 15 tram lines, 10 stop 
at Centraal Station, and then fan out to the 
rest of the city. For trams 4, 9, 16, 24 and 26, 
head far to the left (east) when you come out 
the station’s main entrance; look for the ‘A’ 
sign. For trams 1, 2, 5, 13 and 17, head to the 
right (west) and look for the ‘B’ sign.

Taxi Taxis queue near the front station 
entrance toward the west side. Fares are 
meter-based. It should be €15 to €20 for des-
tinations in the centre, canal ring or Jordaan.

Getting Around
 GVB passes in chip-card form are the most 
convenient option for public transport. Buy 
them at GVB ticket offices or visitor centres. 
Tickets aren’t sold on board. Always wave 
your card at the pink machine when entering 
and departing.

Q Walking
 Central Amsterdam is compact and very easy 
to cover by foot.

H Bicycle
 This is the locals’ main mode of getting 
around. Rental companies are all over town; 
bikes cost about €12 per day.

U Tram
 Fast, frequent and ubiquitous, operating 
between 6am and 12.30am.

J Bus & Metro
 Primarily serve the outer districts; not much 
use in the city centre.

N Ferry
 Free ferries depart for Amsterdam Noord 
from docks behind Centraal Station.

K Taxi
 Expensive and often slow due to Amster-
dam’s narrow, canal-woven streets.

Your Daily  Budget
 Budget: Less than €100

  Dorm bed: €25–60

  Supermarkets and lunchtime specials 
for food: €20

Midrange: €100–250
  Double room: €150

  Three-course dinner in casual 
restaurant: €35

  Canal Bus day pass: €21

Top end: More than €250
  Four-star hotel double room: from €250

  Five-course dinner in top restaurant: 
from €80

  Private canal-boat rental for two hours: 
from €90

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
amsterdam) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forum and more.

I Amsterdam (www.iamsterdam.com) City-
run portal.

Dutch News (www.dutchnews.nl) News and 
event listings.

Advance Planning
 Four months before Book your accom-
modation, especially if you’re visiting in 
summer or on a weekend.

Two months before Check club and per-
forming arts calendars and buy tickets.

Two weeks before Make dinner reserva-
tions at your must-eat restaurants, reserve 
walking or cycling tours, and purchase 
tickets online to popular attractions.

  Before  You  Go  Need   to 
 Know

Need to Know  1716
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Money
 A  surprising number of 
businesses do not accept 
credit cards, so it’s wise 
to have cash on hand. 
Conversely, many places 
only accept cards.

 ATMs
  Most ATMs accept 

credit cards such as Visa 
and MasterCard, as well 
as cash cards that ac-
cess the Cirrus and Plus 
networks.

 ATMs are not hard to 
 nd, but in the city centre 

and at the airport, they 
often have queues or run 
out of cash on weekends.

Changing Money
  GWK Travelex has 

several branches around 
town including  Centraal 
Station (%020-627 27 
31; www.gwktravelex.nl; 
Stationsplein; h8am-8pm 
Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm Sun), 
Leidseplein and Schiphol 
Airport.

 Credit Cards
  Most hotels and large 

stores accept major inter-
national credit cards.

 Many shops, restau-
rants and other business-
es (including supermar-
ket chain Albert Heijn) do 
not accept credit cards, 
or only accept debit 
cards with chip-and-PIN 
technology.

 Be aware that foreign-
issued cards (even chip-
and-PIN-enabled foreign 
credit or debit cards) 

aren’t always accepted, 
so ask  rst.

 Some establishments 
levy a 5% surcharge (or 
more) on credit cards to 
o  set the commissions 
charged by card provid-
ers. Always check  rst.

 Tipping
 Bars Not expected.

Hotels €1 to €2 per bag 
for porters; not typical for 
cleaning sta  .

Restaurants Leave 5% to 
10% for a cafe snack (if 
your bill comes to €9.50, 
you might round up to 
€10), 10% or so for a 
restaurant meal.

Taxis Tip 5% to 10%, or 
round up to the nearest 
euro.

 All the big multinational 
rental companies are in 
town; many have o   ces 
on Overtoom, near the 
Vondelpark.

Train
   Trains run by NS (www.

ns.nl) serve the outer 
suburbs and, aside from 
travelling to/from the 
airport, most visitors will 
rarely need to use them 
unless undertaking day 
trips further a  eld.

  Tickets can be bought 
at the NS service desk 
windows or at ticketing 
machines.

 Pay with cash, debit or 
credit card. Visa and Mas-
terCard are accepted, 
though there is a €0.50 
surcharge to use them, 
and they must have chip-
and-PIN technology.

 If you want to use a 
ticketing machine and 
pay cash, know that they 
accept coins only (no pa-
per bills). The machines 
have instructions in 
English.

 Check in and out with 
your ticket/card. Tap it 
against the card reader in 
the gates or free-standing 
posts. You’ll hear one 
beep to enter, and two 
beeps when departing.

Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
  Opening hours often 
decrease during off-peak 
months (October to 
Easter).

Cafés (pubs), bars and 
co  eeshops Open noon 
(exact hours vary); most 
close 1am Sunday to 
Thursday, 3am Friday and 
Saturday

General o   ce hours 
8.30am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday

Museums 10am to 
5pm, though some close 
Monday

Restaurants 11am to 
2.30pm and 6pm to 
10pm

Shops 9am/10am to 
6pm Monday to Saturday, 
noon to 6pm Sunday. 
Smaller shops may keep 
shorter hours and/or 
close Monday. Many 
shops stay open late (to 
9pm) Thursday.

Supermarkets 8am to 
8pm; in the city centre 
some stay open until 
9pm or 10pm

 Discount  Cards
 I Amsterdam Card 
(www.iamsterdam.com; 
per 24/48/72/96 hours 
€57/67/77/87) provides 
admission to more than 
30 museums (though not 
the Rijksmuseum), a ca-
nal cruise, and discounts 
at shops, entertainment 
venues and restaurants. 
Also includes a GVB tran-
sit pass. Useful for quick 
visits to the city. Available 
at VVV I Amsterdam 
Visitor Centres and some 
hotels.

Electricity
 

220V/50Hz

220V/50Hz

 Money-saving  Tips
  Free sights and entertainment are plentiful 

(see p166).

 Order the dagschotel (dish of the day) or 
dagmenu (set menu of three or more courses) at 
restaurants.

 Check the Last Minute Ticket Shop (www.
lastminuteticketshop.nl) for half-price, same-day 
seats for all kinds of performances.

Essential Information  179178  Survival Guide

16-survival-guide-pk-ams5.indd   178-179 18/12/2017   3:38:12 PM

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of  Amsterdam 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Amsterdam 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

 Amsterdam ’s Best…
The best experiences

Essential Information
Including where to stay
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s
 Amsterdam 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local 
Life’ pages will take you to 
some of the most exciting 
areas to experience the real 
 Amsterdam .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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Dutch houses and houseboats on the Singel canal (p59)
KAVALENKAVA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Welcome to 
Amsterdam

 Amsterdam showcases its Dutch heritage in its charming 
canal architecture, museums filled with works by Old Mas-
ters, jenever (Dutch gin) tasting houses and candlelit bruin 
cafés (traditional Dutch pubs). Yet this free-spirited city is 
also a multinational melting pot with an incredible diver-
sity of cultures and cuisines, along with some of Europe’s 
hottest nightlife venues, in a compact, village-like setting.
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Royal Palace (Koninklijk Paleis; p24)
 Amsterdam’s resplendent palace is infused with history.
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  Amsterdam Top Sights 
Top Sights
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