
Contents

Bruges at sunset
JESS LAUER/GETTY IMAGES ©

Plan Your Trip 
Welcome to 
Bruges & Brussels ..............4

Top Sights ............................6

Eating .................................10

Drinking & Nightlife ..........12

Shopping ............................14

Entertainment ...................16

Festivals & Events.............18

Museums & Galleries ...... 20

Architecture ..................... 22

LGBT+ Life ........................ 23

Markets ............................. 24

Parks & Gardens .............. 25

For Kids ............................. 26

Tours...................................27

Four Perfect Days ............ 28

Need to Know ................... 30

Bruges 
Neighbourhoods .............. 32

Brussels 
Neighbourhoods ...............76

00-toc-pk-bba4.indd   20-toc-pk-bba4.indd   2 7/12/2018   2:22:20 PM7/12/2018   2:22:20 PM



Survival
Guide 141
Before You Go ................ 142

Arriving in 
Bruges & Brussels ......... 143

Getting Around .............. 144

Essential Information ... 144

Language ........................ 150

Index .................................156

Explore
Bruges 33
Markt, Burg & 
North Bruges .................... 35

South Bruges ................... 55

Explore
Brussels 77
Grand Place & 
Îlot Sacré........................... 79

Royal Quarter ..................107

EU Quarter & 
Etterbeek .........................125

Worth a Trip
Belgian Coast ....................74

Special Features
Markt ................................. 36

Groeningemuseum .......... 56

Begijnhof ...........................60

Grand Place ...................... 80 

Art Nouveau Brussels ....102 

Shopping in 
Ste-Catherine ................. 104 

Musées Royaux 
des Beaux-Arts............... 108

A Stroll in 
the Marolles .....................122 

Musée Horta ................... 138

00-toc-pk-bba4.indd   30-toc-pk-bba4.indd   3 7/12/2018   2:22:20 PM7/12/2018   2:22:20 PM



 The Bs have it: romantic, canal-woven Bruges and buzzing multinational 
Brussels are Belgium’s unmissable duo. While Brussels dwarfs Bruges 
in size, both feature boats plying waterways, serene parks, a web of 
cycling trails, lively marketplaces, forward-looking fashion and galleries 
packed with home-grown art, from Brueghel masterpieces to Hergé’s 
Tintin. All this plus the finest beer and chocolate in the world.
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Markt
 Magnificent, magical, medieval square at the heart of Bruges. p36
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Burg
 Bruges’ eclectic 
architecture hub. 
p38

Begijnhof
 A prayerful place 
of peace in Bruges. 
p60

Grand Place
 Europe’s most 
theatrical medieval 
square, in Brussels. 
p80
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