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In the Destinations section:

All reviews are ordered in our writers’
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preferred option. Additionally:

Eating and Sleeping reviews are ordered by
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within these ranges, by writer preference.
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San Diego, Orange County & Los Angeles (p44)
Warm winter sun and coastal drives, modernist homes
and Hollywood lore, martinis and wildflowers in the
desert.

Santa Barbara & the Central Coast (p74)

This fairy-tale stretch of California coast is packed with
wild beaches, misty redwood forests where hot springs
hide, and rolling golden hills of fertile vineyards and
farm fields.

San Francisco & the Bay Area (p84)

If there’s a skateboard move yet to be busted, a technol-
ogy still unimagined, a poem left unspoken or a green
scheme untested, chances are it’s about to happen here.

North Coast & Redwoods (p110)

Spectral fog and an outsider spirit have fostered the
world’s tallest trees, most potent weed and a string of
idiosyncratic two-stoplight towns.

Hollywood Blvd, Los Angeles (p60)
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826 Valencia 92

Abbot Kinney Boulevard 66

accommodations 13, see also
individual accommodations

Adamson House 21

Alcatraz 87, 88-9

Anaheim 54-60

Apple Blossom Festival 28

Aquarium of the Pacific 20

Avenida del Mar 49

Balboa Fun Zone 38-9
Balboa Island 38
Balboa Pavilion 39
Balboa Peninsula 51
Bay Area 27-33,102-9
beaches

Baker Beach 87

Bolsa Chica State Beach
53

Doheny State Beach 41

El Matador State Beach 65
Huntington Beach 38, 52-4
Laguna Beach 40, 49-50
Long Beach 66

Main Beach 39

Malibu Lagoon State
Beach 21

Mission Beach 18
Newport Beach 38-9, 51-2
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Pacific Beach 18
Pismo Beach 22, 78-9
San Onofre State Beach 49
Santa Cruz 82
Santa Monica 65
Seal Beach 37-8
Silver Strand 18
Wedge, the 51
Zuma Beach 65
Bel Air 64-5
Berkeley 32,102-6
Berkeley Marina 104
Beverly Hills 64-5

Blue Ox Millworks & Historic
Park 24

boating
Newport Beach 51
San Diego 45
San Francisco 93
border crossings 120-1
Boyle Heights 60-1
Brentwood 64-5
bus tours 67
business hours 13

Cabrillo National
Monument 18

canoeing 111

car insurance 118
car rental 12, 118-20
Castro Theatre 91
cell phones 13

cemeteries 64-5
Central Coast 78-83
Channel Islands National
Park 20
Chez Panisse 32
Chimney Rock 30
churches & cathedrals 74
City Lights Books 86
Civic Center 84-5
climate 12
Corona del Mar 39-40
Coronado 18
costs 13
Crescent City 25
Crystal Cove State Park 40,
50-1
currency 12
cycling
Mendocino 111
San Francisco 93
Venice 66

Dana Point 41
dangers, see safety
Disneyland 35-41, 36-7, 54-60
Disneyland Park 55-7
Dolby Theatre 62
Downtown Los Angeles 60-1
Downtown San Francisco
84-5
driving 118-22
car rental 12, 118-20
documents 118



driver’s licenses 118
fuel 12, 122
insurance 118

maps 121

parking 122

road distances 119
road rules 121-2
safety 23,121,122
websites 120

Echo Park 63
emergencies 12
Eureka 24-5, 114-16

FastPass 55

Fern Canyon 117

Ferry Building 31

Ferry Building
Marketplace 32

food 13, 27-33

Fort Bragg 24, 113-14

fuel 12,122

G

gas 12,122

gay travellers 101

Getty Villa 21

Golden Gate Bridge 23, 85

Golden Gate Park 92

golf 53

Grauman's Chinese
Theatre 61

Gravenstein Apple Fair 28

Green String Farm 29

H

Harvey Milk & Jane Warner
Plazas 92

Hearst Castle 22

highlights 6-9, 6-7
Disneyland 36-7, 54-60
redwoods 25
Sonoma County 28-9

hiking
Los Angeles 62
Mendocino 111

Hollywood 61-2, 64

Hollywood Forever
Cemetery 62

Hollywood Walk of Fame 62

Hotel del Coronado 18

Huntington Beach 38, 52-4

insurance 118
internet access 13

kayaking 78
Knott's Berry Farm 37
Kwan Tai Temple 111

La Jolla 18

Laguna Beach 40, 49-50

language 12

Lombard Street 90

Long Beach 66-7

Los Angeles 11, 60-73, 64
accommodations 67-71
drinking 71-3
entertainment 72
food 69-71
shopping 73
sights 60-6
tourist information 73
tours 66-7

Los Feliz 62-3

Madaket 25

Malibu 20-2, 65

maps 121

marbled murrelet 116

Maritime National Historical
Park 87

markets
Original Farmers Market 63

Mendocino 24, 111-13

mobile phones 13

money 12, 13

Monterey 23, 80-1

Monterey Bay Aquarium 23

Monterey State Historic
Park 80

Musée Mécanique 87

museums & galleries
Anglim Gilbert Gallery 92
Asian Art Museum 84
Balmy Alley 93
Barbie-Doll Window 91
Beat Museum 86
Cable Car Museum 90-1

Chinese Historical Society
of America 86-7

Coit Tower 86

Contemporary Jewish
Museum 84-5

Creativity Explored 93

Diego Rivera's Allegory of
California Fresco 85

Exploratorium 87

Galeria de la Raza 93

Getty Center 64

Grammy Museum 61

Griffith Observatory 63

Hollywood Museum 62

International Surfing
Museum 38

Kinetic Museum Eureka 115

La Brea Tar Pits & Museum
63

Laguna Art Museum 40

Long Beach Museum of
Art 20
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museums & galleries
continued

Los Angeles County
Museum of Art 63

Luggage Store Gallery 85
Maritime Museum 44-5

Mingei International
Museum 45

MOCA Grand 61
MOXI 74

Museum of Latin American
Art 20

Museum of Tolerance 64
New Children’s Museum 44

Orange County Museum
of Art 39

Patrick Amiot Junk Art 107

Petersen Automotive
Museum 63

Phoebe A Hearst Museum
of Anthropology 103

San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art 84

Seymour Marine Discovery
Center 82

SF Camerawork 85
Takara Sake 104

UC Berkeley Art Museum
103

Mystery Spot 23

national parks & reserves

Bolsa Chica Ecological
Reserve 53

Channel Islands National
Park 20

Humboldt Bay National
Wildlife Refuge 24

Jug Handle State Natural
Reserve 24

Mendocino Headlands
State Park 111

Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary 80

Prairie Creek Redwoods
State Park 25

Redwood National & State
Parks 25, 116-17

Newport Beach 38-9, 51-2

North Berkeley Farmers
Market 32

Ocean Institute 41

Old Town San Diego 45
opening hours 13

Orange County 35-41, 48-60

Pacific Coast Highways 17-25

Pacific Marine Mammal
Center 40

Pacific Palisades 65

parking 122

parks & gardens
Adventure Playground 104
Berkeley Rose Garden 103
California Carnivores 107
Crissy Field 87
Dolores Park 92-3
Griffith Park 62-3

Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens 113

Pismo Beach Monarch
Butterfly Grove 78

Romano Gabriel Wooden
Sculpture Garden 115

Sequoia Park 115
Tilden Regional Park 103

UC Botanical Garden at
Berkeley 103-4

Will Rogers State Historic
Park 65
Petaluma 29, 108
petrol 12,122
Piedras Blancas
Light Station 22
Pismo Beach 22, 78-9

Point Arena 24, 110

Point Arena Lighthouse 24

Point Cabrillo
Light Station 111

Point Reyes Lighthouse 30

Point Reyes National
Seashore 30, 109

Point Reyes Station 29-30,
108-9

Prairie Creek Redwoods
State Park 117

Redwood National & State
Parks 25, 116-17

road distances 119

road rules 121-2

safety 121, 122
San Clemente 19-20, 49
San Diego 18-19, 44-8, 46-7
San Diego—Coronado
Bridge 18
San Diego Zoo 44
San Francisco 10, 23-4, 31-2,
84-102,90
accommodations 94-5
drinking & nightlife 98-100
entertainment 100
festivals & events 94
food 95-8
shopping 100-1
sights 84-93
tourist information 101-2
tours 93-4
travel within 102
Santa Barbara 22, 74-8, 76

Santa Barbara County
Courthouse 74



Santa Cruz 23, 81-3
Santa Monica 65, 70
Seal Beach 37-8
Seal Beach Pier 37-8
Sebastopol 28-9, 106-8
Silver Lake 63
skateboarding 66
Skunk Train 113
SoMa 84-5
spas 93
Spirit Works Distillery 107
State Historic Park 45
Stearns Wharf 22
Sunset Drive-In 22
surfing 38
Newport Beach 51
San Diego 45
Santa Barbara 75
Santa Cruz 82

Surfing Heritage & Culture
Center 20

Tall Trees Grove 116
telephone services 13

Thomas H Kuchel Visitor
Center 25

tipping 13

Tomales Bay 30

Topanga Canyon 65

tours 82, see also walking
tours, bus tours

transport 13
Trillium Falls 116

Universal Studios 66
University of California 103

Venice 65-6, 70
visas 12

walking tours
Laguna Beach 50
Los Angeles 67, 68
San Francisco 93-4, 97
Santa Barbara 75
Walt Disney Concert Hall 61
weather 12
websites 13, 120
Westwood 64-5
whale-watching
Monterey 81
San Diego 45
wi-fi 13
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OUR

WRITERS

BRETT ATKINSON

Brett Atkinson is based in Auckland, New Zealand, but
is frequently on the road for Lonely Planet. He's a full-
time travel and food writer specialising in adventure
travel, unusual destinations, and surprising angles

on more well known destinations. Since becoming
aLonely Planet author in 2005, Brett has covered
areas as diverse as Vietnam, Sri Lanka, the Czech
Republic, New Zealand, Morocco, California and the
South Pacific.

ANDREW BENDER

Award-winning travel and food writer Andrew Bender
has written three dozen Lonely Planet guidebooks
(from Amsterdam to Los Angeles, Germany to Taiwan
and more than a dozen titles about Japan), plus
numerous articles for lonelyplanet.com. A native New
Englander, he now lives in the Los Angeles area.

SARA BENSON

After graduating from college in Chicago, Sara
jumped on a plane to California with one suitcase and
just $100 in her pocket. She landed in San Francisco,
and today she makes her home in Oakland, just
across the Bay. She's an all-seasons outdoors sports
nut who loves long road trips to wild, remote places.

ALISON BING

Alison has done most things travelers are supposed
to do and many you definitely shouldn't, including
making room for the chickens, accepting dinner
invitations from cults, and trusting the camel to know
the way. She has survived to tell tales for Lonely
Planet, NPR, BBC Travel, the Telegraph, New York
Times and other global media.

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

CRISTIAN BONETTO

Cristian has contributed to more than 30 Lonely
Planet guides to date, including New York City, Italy,
Venice & the Veneto, Naples & the Amalfi Coast,
Denmark, Copenhagen, Sweden and Singapore. When
not on the road, you'll find the reformed playwright
and TV scriptwriter slurping espresso in his beloved
hometown, Melbourne.

JADE BREMNER

Jade has been a journalist for more than a decade.
She has lived in and reported on four different
regions. Wherever she goes she finds action sports to
try — the weirder the better — and it's no coincidence
many of her favorite places have some of the best
waves in the world. Jade has edited travel magazines
and sections for Time Out and Radio Times and has
been a correspondent for the Times, CNN and the
Independent.

ASHLEY HARRELL

After a brief stint selling day spa coupons door-to-
door in South Florida, Ashley decided she'd rather

be a writer. She went to journalism grad school and
convinced a newspaper to hire her. Fueling her zest
for storytelling and the unknown, she traveled widely
and moved often, from a tiny NYC apartment to a vast
California ranch to a jungle cabin in Costa Rica, where
she started writing for Lonely Planet.

JOSEPHINE QUINTERO

Josephine first got her taste of not-so-serious travel
when she slung a guitar on her back and traveled in
Europe in the early '70s. Since then, she has been

an editor for the now defunct Go airlines inflight
magazine and still writes two monthly columns
(Malaga and Gibraltar) for Easyjet’s magazine, as well
as a bimonthly column on Seville for a Belgian airline.

JOHN A VLAHIDES

A native New Yorker living in San Francisco, John has
contributed to 18 Lonely Planet guidebooks since 2003,
ranging from California and Western USA to the Dubai
guide. He is co-host of the TV series Lonely Planet:
Roads Less Travelled (National Geographic Adventure).
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