
Broadway Museum 
Broadway’s village museum 

showcases changing, 
top-quality displays of artistic 

and historical treasures.

Corinium Museum  
A dazzling modern museum 

illustrating the story of one of 
Roman Britain’s most 

important cities.

Kelmscott Manor   
A garden-fringed Tudor pile 

once owned by William Morris.
Christ Church Picture Gallery 

Masterpieces by the likes of 
Tintoretto, Filippino Lippi, 

Michelangelo and Leonardo.

Truly one of the country’s great 
museums, offering some 

absolute-one-of-a-kind treasures.

Rollright Stones  
These ancient stones 
originally encircled a 

Neolithic ceremonial site.

Sudeley Castle  
This superb castle has an 
amazing royal history: four Tudor 
queens strolled its rose garden.

Uffington White Horse
Created around 3000 years 

ago, it has been maintained by 
locals for centuries.

Chedworth Roman Villa   
New discoveries are still 
being unearthed at this 

dramatic ancient home.

Cardinal Wolsey’s college, home to 
13 British prime ministers plus 

Lewis Carroll, simply oozes history.

Church of St Peter & St Paul 
This church is a consummate 

expression of the distinct 
Perpendicular Gothic style.

With its 15th-century tower and idyllic 
cloisters adorned with fabulous 
grotesques, Magdalen is simply irresistible.

St John the Baptist’s Church 
The town’s central church is 
famed for its mighty tower and 
superb vaulting.

Arlington Row  
Splendid cottages adorn Bibury, 
which has been called the most 
beautiful village in England.

Radcliffe Camera 
Oxford’s much-loved central 
landmark is an absolute Palladian 
gem, surmounted by an elegant dome.

Literary Festival  
A get-together in late April for 
Cotswolds bibliophiles.

Shakespeare’s Birthplace 
Birthplace of the author of the 
most quoted lines in the 
English language. 

Woolpack Inn  
This lively rural pub was a 
favourite watering hole of local 
author Laurie Lee.

This beautiful library is 
Oxford’s spiritual core.

Lamb & Flag
Venerable pub frequented by 
JRR Tolkien and CS Lewis.

King's Head Inn 
This 16th-century cider 

house with a lovely garden is 
4 miles southeast of Stow.

Turf Tavern  
This glorious old pub, rich in real ales, 
is a medieval maze of corridors and 
hideaways.

Crown & Trumpet 
Local real ales and 
ciders flow in abundance 
in this welcoming inn.

Eight Bells Inn 
This is a delightfully updated 
14th-century inn with flagstone 
floors and warm service.

Old Crown Inn
Time-honoured pub nestled 
in the village green, serving 
locally brewed beer.

Wheatsheaf 
The seasonal menus at 
Northleach’s ivy-clad coaching inn 
deserve their sky-high reputation.

Magdalen Arms
Relax over a steak pie built for 

two in Oxford’s finest gastropub.

Wild Thyme 
Top-notch creative dishes here 
are packed with flavour, the 
desserts sublime.

5 North St 
Gourmet-France-meets-the-

Cotswolds tasting menus, 
with plenty of vegetarian 

choices on offer.

Badgers Hall 
The perfect Cotswolds 

tearoom offers wonderful 
fresh-baked delights.
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Opening Hours C
Banks 9.30am to 4pm or 5pm 
Monday to Friday; possibly 
9.30am to 1pm Saturday

Pubs & bars Noon to 11pm 
Monday to Saturday (some until 
midnight or up to 3am Friday 
and Saturday), 12.30pm to 11pm 
Sunday

Restaurants Lunch: noon to 3pm; 
dinner: 6pm to 9pm or 10pm

Shops 9am to 5.30pm or 6pm 
Monday to Saturday, normally 
11am to 5pm Sunday
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When to Go 
High Season: Jun–Aug
Prime tourist season, with 
daily highs exceeding 20°C. The 
Cotswolds are crowded, while 
Oxford empties of students.

Shoulder Season: Mar–May, 
Sep–Nov
Spring and autumn are great 
for strolling or hiking in the 
Cotswolds. In autumn, Oxford 
buzzes with the new term, but 
rain often arrives in November.

Low Season: Dec–Feb
The wettest and coldest months, 
with some snow and ice. 
Oxford hunkers down, and the 
Cotswolds are very quiet.
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Daily Costs a
Budget: Less than £70
Dorm bed: £17.50–28
Cafe, deli or street-food meal: £5–13
Pint of real ale: £3.50

Midrange: £70–150
Double room in B&B: £75–130
Main course in midrange restaurant: 
£12–18
Tickets for major sights: £6–14

Top End: More than £150
Double room in boutique B&B or 
upmarket hotel: from £130
Three-course meal in restaurant: 
£25–45
Punt rental or river cruise: £17–21

OXFORD 
& THE 

COTSWOLDS
P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover the top sights, activities 
and experiences in Oxford and the Cotswolds
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Museums &
Galleries h
Thanks to the presence of one of the 
world’s greatest universities, Oxford 
holds a superb cluster of museums. 
Exploring the Cotswolds, you’ll 
encounter any number of fascinating 
local museums and galleries. 

  Ashmoleum Museum (pictured; 
Oxford, D3)

 Christ Church Picture Gallery
 (Oxford, D3)

 Corinium Museum (Cirencester, B3)

  Broadway Museum (Broadway, C2)

  Kelmscott Manor (Kelmscott, C3)
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Literary Sites v
As befits such a venerable 
university town, Oxford is resonant 
with literary connections. The 
Cotswolds, too, have proved fertile 
ground for writers, none less so 
than Stratford-upon-Avon.

  Shakespeare’s Birthplace 
( Stratford-upon-Avon, C1)

  Bodleian Library (Oxford, E3)

  Lamb & Flag (Oxford, E3)

  Chipping Norton Literary Festival 
(Chipping Norton, D2)

  Woolpack Inn (Slad, B3)
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Historical
Sites "
For a thousand years Oxford 
has stood at the centre of 
English history. The surrounding 
countryside holds remarkable 
ancient sites.

V  Christ Church (Oxford, D3)

V  Uffi  ngton White Horse (Vale of the 
White Horse, D4)

V  Sudeley Castle (pictured; Winch-
combe, B2)

V Chedworth Roman Villa 
 (Northleach, C3)

V Rollright Stones (Chipping Norton,
 D2)

S
T

EP
H

EN
 D

O
R

E
Y/G

E
T

T
Y IM

A
G

ES
 ©

Amazing
Architecture 
Oxford’s glorious honey-coloured 
historic buildings support standout 
structures like the Radcliff e 
Camera and Sir Christopher Wren’s 
masterpieces. In the Cotswolds, 
beautiful churches were built on the 
back of the prosperous wool trade.

â  Radcliff e Camera (pictured; Oxford, 
E3)

â  Magdalen College (Oxford, E3)

â  St John the Baptist’s Church 
(Cirencester, B3)

â  Church of St Peter & St Paul 
(Northleach, C3)

â  Arlington Row (Bibury, C3)
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Mellow Pubs u
Savouring a pint in a traditional 
English pub ranks among the great 
joys of visiting Oxford, and every 
Cotswolds village holds at least one 
glorious old inn.

û Turf Tavern (Oxford, E4)

û Crown & Trumpet (Broadway, C2)

û  Kings Head Inn (Bledington, C2)

û Old Crown Inn (Uley, A4)

û  Eight Bells Inn (Chipping Campden, 
C2)
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Heart-warming
Food k
In Oxford, take your pick 
from appealing cafes, lively 
neighbourhood gastropubs and 
student-oriented diners. The 
Cotswolds has become renowned 
for sustainable, locally sourced 
food, with some fabulous places 
to eat.

ú Magdalen Arms (Oxford, D4)

ú Wheatsheaf (Northleach, C3)

ú 5 North St (Winchcombe, B2) 

ú Wild Thyme (Chipping Norton, D2)

ú Badgers Hall (Chipping Campden, C2)
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O X F O R DO X F O R D
With its ancient colleges arrayed beside the river, and 
alleyways lined with inviting pubs and cafes, the univer-
sity town of Oxford off ers a seductive blend of history 
and modern charm. 

CHRIST CHU RCH D 3
Thanks to its magnifi cent buildings, illustrious history 
and role in the Harry Potter movies, Christ Church is Ox-
ford’s most visited college. Established in 1525, it's the 
university’s largest college, and boasts Oxford’s grand-
est quad, as well as its own cathedral and art gallery.

BODLEIAN LIBR ARY E 3
At least fi ve kings, dozens of prime ministers and Nobel 
laureates, and luminaries such as Oscar Wilde, CS Lew-
is and JRR Tolkien, have studied in Oxford's Bodleian 
Library, a magnifi cent survivor from the Middle Ages.

ASHMOLE AN MUSEU M D 3
Each bright, spacious gallery of this magnifi cent neoclas-
sical building holds some new marvel. Highlights range 
from the Alfred Jewel, a glorious golden teardrop created 
for Alfred the Great, to a lantern carried by Guy Fawkes, 
with many exhibits relating to Oxford's history.

PIT T RIVERS M USEU M D 3
A murky, mysterious cavern full of eccentric artefacts, 
the Pitt Rivers Museum is an amulets-to-zithers extrav-
aganza. Dimly lit to protect its marvels, it is piled high 
with creaking cases and cabinets fi lled with extraordi-
nary objects.

MAGDALEN COLLEGE E 3
Magdalen College luxuriates in a hidden world of wood-
lands, river walks and manicured lawns. Established 
in 1458, it’s among Oxford’s richest and dreamiest 
colleges. Notable students have included CS Lewis, 
Oscar Wilde, Edward VIII, TE Lawrence ‘of Arabia’ and 
Cardinal Wolsey.Pitt Rivers Museum

Great Hall, Christ Church
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N O R T H E R N  C O T S W O L D SN O R T H E R N  C O T S W O L D S
The region harboured major trading towns and capitals 
from pre-medieval times, and continued to prosper in 
later years due to the wool trade. The curious Broad-
way Tower and St Peter's Church are highlights. 

CHIPPING CAMPDEN C 2
Even in a region renowned for its pretty towns, Chip-
ping Campden is a glorious reminder of Cotswolds life 
in medieval times. It owes its conspicuous prosperity 
– and its beautiful honey-coloured buildings – to its 
success in the wool trade.

BROADWAY C 2
Broadway’s graceful, golden-hued cottages, set at 
the foot of a steep escarpment, hold antique shops, 
tearooms and art galleries, interspersed with luxurious 
hotels. The nearby hilltop Broadway Tower is a turreted 
Gothic folly built in 1798 to resemble a Saxon fort.

WINCHCOMBE B 2
Winchcombe was capital of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom 
of Mercia, and remained a major trading town until 
the Middle Ages. The much-restored, 15th-century 
Perpendicular St Peter’s Church is worth a visit for 
its majestic tower, arcaded interior and grotesque 
gargoyles.St Peter's Church, Winchcombe 

Cotswold sheep near Chipping Campden
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S O U T H W E S T S O U T H W E S T 
C O T S W O L D SC O T S W O L D S
As Corinium, Cirencester thrived under the Romans 
and continued to prosper during medieval times. Near-
by Painswick is worth a visit for its Rococo Garden, and 
Uley for its prehistoric sites.  

CIRENCESTER B 3
Charming Cirencester was England’s second city 
under the Romans. Today it is elegant and affl  uent, but 
unpretentious. Upmarket boutiques and delis line its 
narrow streets, while beautiful Victorian buildings fl ank 
the central square.

U LE Y A 3
A steep footpath climbs from the village church to the 
overgrown remains of England’s largest Iron Age hill 
fort, Uley Bury, dating from around 300 BC. Just over 
a mile north, the much older Uley Long Barrow is a 
well-preserved neolithic burial mound, constructed 
around 3500BC.

PAINSWICK B 3
The beautiful and unspoiled hilltop village of Painswick 
sits on the Cotswold Way. Its narrow, winding streets hold 
picture-perfect cottages, handsome stone houses and 
medieval inns. The unique and stunning Painswick Roco-
co Garden was laid out by Benjamin Hyett in the 1740s.

Rococo Garden, Painswick

Street scene, Cirencester
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VALE OF THE WHITE HORSE D 4
The verdant Vale of the White Horse, 20 miles south-
west of Oxford, is home to the historic market town of 
Wantage, birthplace of Alfred the Great. White Horse 
Hill, 7.5 miles west of Wantage, is decorated with the 
3000-year-old Uffi  ngton White Horse.

Uffington White Horse
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BLENHEIM PAL ACE D 3
This majestic baroque extravaganza set in superbly 
landscaped grounds was given by Queen Anne to John 
Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, in thanks for defeating 
the French at the 1704 Battle of Blenheim. Sir Winston 
Churchill was born here in 1874.

Blenheim Palace
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STR ATFORD - UPON-AVON C1
William Shakespeare was born in this Tudor town, 40 
miles northwest of Oxford, in 1564, and died here in 
1616. Pay your respects at his modest grave, catch a 
performance by the Royal Shakespeare Company, and 
have a cream tea in a Bard-themed tearoom.

Swan Theatre
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C E N T R A L  C O T S W O L D SC E N T R A L  C O T S W O L D S
The Central Cotswolds is home to many quintessential-
ly quaint villages, with histories going back centuries 
to medieval times. Many of the stone cottages and 
churches from that time still remain.  

BU RFORD C 3
Burford has hardly changed since its medieval glory 
days. Small and picturesque, it holds an appealing mix 
of stone cottages, gold-tinged town houses, antique 
shops, chintzy tearooms and delightful hotels and 
restaurants.

NORTHLE ACH C 3
Northleach has been a market town since 1227. 
Late-medieval cottages, imposing merchants’ stores 
and half-timbered Tudor houses jostle for position 
around Market Sq, while the Church of St Peter & St 
Paul is a masterpiece of the Cotswold Perpendicular 
style.

BIBU RY C 3
Memorably described as ‘England’s most beautiful 
village’ by no less an authority than William Morris, 
Bibury epitomises the Cotswolds at its most pictur-
esque. With its cluster of perfect cottages and tangle 
of narrow fl ower-lined lanes, it’s a major stop on large-
group Cotswold tours.

Cottages in Bibury

1st Edition

Published Apr 2019
UK £4.99 USA $7.99
Printed in China

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The adventure continues on lonelyplanet.com

Bathymetric data adapted from The GEBCO_2014 Grid, version 20150318, www.gebco.net 
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