
Alice Springs Reptile Centre
Packs a poisonous punch with its 
impressive collection of deadly snakes, 
thorny devils and bearded dragons. 

Adelaide River Tours 
Crocs, kangaroos, buffalos and 

charismatic birds – the pick of 
the tours on the Adelaide River. 

Crocosaurus Cove  
Right in the middle of Darwin, get 

up close and personal with the 
amazing saltwater crocodile. 

Pungalina–Seven Emu Wildlife Sanctuary 
A flabbergasting 209 bird species and 48 

mammals, including the carpentarian 
pseudantechinus (a carnivorous marsupial).

Pine Creek  
One of few places on earth 
where you can see the 
handsome hooded parrot.

Henley-on-Todd Regatta 
The world’s only dry-river 
yacht race and the annual 
Camel Cup, held in August.

Barrow Creek Hotel  
One of the NT’s oddball outback 

pubs, adorned with notes, photos, 
bumper stickers and knick-knacks.

Daly Waters Pub  
The NT’s oldest pub (1893) is 

pasted with business cards, bras, 
banknotes and memorabilia.

Tjanpi Desert Weavers  
Visit this interesting shop to see 
woven baskets and quirky sculptures 
created from local grasses.

Beer Can Regatta  
An insane festival at Mindil 

Beach in July, featuring races for 
boats made from beer cans.

Karrke Aboriginal Experience 
Enjoy Aboriginal-run experiences 
covering bush tucker, medicinal 
plants, hunting techniques and 
dot painting.

Araluen Arts Centre   
The heart of Alice Springs’ thriving 

Indigenous arts scene, with a 
theatre and four galleries.

Arnhemlander Cultural & Heritage Tour    
Aboriginal-owned and -operated cultural 
tours into Arnhem Land – a great option for 
exploring this remote region. 

Ubirr    
Ubirr’s rock-art galleries are a soulful 
history book telling Kakadu's extraordinary 
human and natural stories. 

Ghunmarn Culture Centre  
One of the Territory’s best: exceptional art 
and culture displays from West Arnhem Land.

Tiwi Islands 
A visit to the Tiwis, 80km 
north of Darwin, is a Top End 
cultural highlight. 

Borroloola
On the far-flung McArthur River 
(fabulous barramundi fishing), 

Borroloola has a wonderful 
end-of-the-road vibe.

Victoria River Crossing 
One of the Territory’s least-known but 

prettier corners, with gorgeous 
escarpment country nearby.

Hermannsburg
This appealingly sleepy town, 125km from Alice Springs, is 

an important Arrernte Aboriginal community.

Eastern Arnhem Land 
The wildly beautiful coast and country 
of eastern Arnhem Land is totally off 
the beaten track.

Kings Canyon Rim Walk
The most dramatic NT hike, 

ascending to the canyon rim for 
extraordinary views.

Larapinta Trail 
This two-week walk traverses the 

West MacDonnell Ranges close to 
Alice Springs – an outback epic.

Barrk Walk  
A challenging 12km day-walk through 
the Nourlangie area, with ancient rock 
art and sensational views.

Jatbula Trail  
An intense, five-day jaunt through 66 

rugged kilometres of prime NT wilderness.

Valley of the Winds 
This 7.4km loop weaves its 

way through Kata Tjuta’s 
wondrous rock-scapes.

Rainbow Valley 
Conservation Reserve  
Freestanding sandstone bluffs 
that shift from cream to earthy 
red at sunset and sunrise. 

Devil’s Marbles   
Gigantic granite boulders piled 

just east of the Stuart Hwy, 
south of Tennant Creek.

Cutta Cutta Caves Nature Park 
Escape the searing sun and dip 

15m below terra firma into these 
mazelike limestone caves. 

Trephina Gorge Nature Park 
Pale sandy riverbeds, red 
gorge walls, white tree trunks, 
eucalyptus-green foliage, blue 
sky… Spectacular!  

Palm Valley 
Famous for its redcabbage 

palms (12,000 of them!) 
which exist nowhere else 

on the planet. 
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D A R W I ND A R W I N
Australia’s only tropical capital city, Darwin gazes out 
across the Timor Sea. It’s closer to Bali than Bondi 
and certainly feels a little diff erent from the rest of the 
country – which is just how the locals like it.

MINDIL BE ACH SUNSE T MARKE T B 1
As the sun dips behind the coconut palms during the 
dry season, Darwin locals migrate to this fabulous 
market, with its tribal beats and aromatically smoking 
food carts. 

MUSEUM & ART GALLERY OF THE NT B 1
A superb facility with beautifully curated Top End 
exhibits. The Aboriginal art collection is a highlight, as 
is the room devoted to Cyclone Tracy, which levelled 
Darwin in 1974.

ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE B 1
This outstanding museum features a hologram 
cinema, virtual-reality displays on the 1942 Japanese 
bombing of Darwin Harbour, and a map showing the 
current locations of RFDS planes.

Mindil Beach 
Sunset Market
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U L U R U - K ATA  TJ U TAU L U R U - K ATA  TJ U TA
N AT I O N A L  P A R KN AT I O N A L  P A R K
World Heritage–listed Uluru and the equally impres-
sive Kata Tjuta are of deep cultural signifi cance to the 
traditional Anangu owners. There's plenty to see and 
do, but standing and gazing in awe remains the most 
natural response to being here.

ULURU C 5
Australia’s most recognised natural wonder, Uluru 
draws pilgrims from around the world. It is a place of 
wonder: no matter how many postcard images you 
have seen, nothing prepares you for the Rock’s im-
mense presence and spiritual gravitas. A walk around 
Uluru’s base with an Indigenous guide, followed by a 
sunset viewing, are essential NT experiences.

K ATA TJ UTA B 5
Not far from Uluru, the mystical clutch of stone siblings 
known as Kata Tjuta rises like a soulful mirage from the 
desert's heart. Deeply riven with narrow gorges, these 
36 pink-red domes (which are actually taller than 
Uluru) majestically fl aunt their curves and blush 
intensely at sunset.

Uluru
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T O P  E N DT O P  E N D
N AT I O N A L  P A R K SN AT I O N A L  P A R K S
All within a day’s drive of Darwin, the Top End’s superb 
collection of national parks delivers astonishing wildlife 
encounters and ancient rock-art galleries, cast in a 
majestic landscapes of lookouts, gorges, waterfalls 
and swimmable rock pools.

K AK ADU NATIONAL PARK C 2
The wildlife here is spectacular, but Kakadu is much 
more than a nature reserve. Weathered by successive 
seasons of Wet and Dry, Kakadu’s sandstone ramparts 
have sheltered humans for aeons: an extraordinary 
legacy of rock art remains.

LITCHFIELD NATIONAL PARK B 2
Welcome to one of Australia’s best national parks, a 
stunning world of rock formations, pools, cliff s and 
waterfalls, croc-free swimming and outstanding hiking. 

NITMILUK NATIONAL PARK C 2
Leave the crowds behind and paddle a canoe upstream 
through one gorge, then another: you’ll be drawn into 
the silence of Nitmiluk’s towering cliff s, squeezing the 
waters of the Katherine River. 

EL SE Y NATIONAL PARK C 2
Take a dip into this national park, adjoining Mataranka’s 
famous thermal pools. Walk along the Waterhouse and 
Roper rivers and visit Bitter Springs – a serene, palm-
fringed thermal pool with 34°C blue-green waters.

Nourlangie rock art, 
Kakadu National Park
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A L I C E  S P R I N G SA L I C E  S P R I N G S
The gateway to some of the NT’s most stirring land-
scapes, Alice Springs won’t win any beauty contests. 
But there's more going on here than fi rst meets the 
eye, including excellent museums, a fi ne wildlife park 
and outstanding Indigenous art galleries.

MACDONNELL R ANGES C 4
The beautiful, weather-beaten MacDonnell Ranges, 
within the traditional lands of the Arrernte, stretch 
400km across the desert. They’re a hidden world of 
spectacular gorges, rare wildlife and poignant
Aboriginal heritage, all within a day’s drive of Alice 
Springs.

ALICE SPRINGS DESERT PARK C 4
With all the creatures of central Australia on display in 
one place, including many that are extremely diffi  cult 
to fi nd out on the trail, the Desert Park is an Alice 
Springs must-see. 

AR ALUEN CULTUR AL PRECINCT C 4
The Araluen Cultural Precinct is Alice Springs’ cultural 
hub. Set aside half a day to explore the Araluen Arts 
Centre, Museum of Central Australia, Central Australia 
Aviation Museum and the Alice Springs Memorial 
Cemetery, where famous Aboriginal artist Albert 
Namatjira is buried. 

Ormiston Gorge, 
MacDonnell Ranges
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WATARRK A NATIONAL PARK &
KINGS CANYON C 5
This geological wonder lies isolated within the George 
Gill Ranges between Alice Springs and Uluru – a 
jaw-dropping spectacle for those who undertake 
the journey. Above the 100m-deep canyon are 
fascinating ‘beehive’ formations; beneath the imposing 
cliff s, permanent waterholes nourish rare plants and 
shy animals.

Watarrka National Park
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THE GHAN C 3
Grinding between Darwin and Adelaide via Katherine 
and Alice Springs, the famous Ghan train (named after 
central Australia’s pioneering Afghan cameleers) is a 
luxurious, all-inclusive rail journey – a far cry from the 
bone-rattling adventure it was when it fi rst ran in 1929.

The Ghan train service
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Daily Costs a
Budget Less than $150
Double room in pub/budget hotel: $80
Budget pizza or pasta main course: 
up to $15

Midrange $150−250
Double room in midrange hotel/motel: 
$100–200
Main course with glass of wine in a 
midrange restaurant: up to $32

Top End More than $250
Double room in top-end hotel: 
from $200
Main course with glass of wine in 
top-end restaurant: $45

Other Costs
Darwin bus ride: $3
Small-car hire per day: from $40
4WD hire per day: from $100
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When to Go 
High Season Jun–Aug
Generally dry conditions in the 
Top End: all tours are running, 
but book ahead. Mild tempera-
tures and chilly nights south.

Shoulder Season Apr, May, 
Sep & Oct
Fewer visitors and generally 
fi ne weather. September and 
October are the build-up to 
northern rains and conditions 
can be uncomfortable.

Low Season Nov–Mar
Heavy monsoon rains possible 
at any time in the Top End; many 
tours don't run. Fiercely hot 
temperatures likely in the south.

Bushwalking c
When the sun’s not scorching and 
the heavens aren’t unloading, 
there’s some brilliant bushwalking 
to be had in the Northern Territory. 
It’s all about timing.

è Kings Canyon Rim Walk (Watarrka 
National Park, B5)

è Larapinta Trail (West MacDonnell 
Ranges, C4)

è Valley of the Winds (Ulura-Kata Tjuta 
National Park, B5)

è Barrk Walk (Kakadu National Park, 
C2)

è Jatbula Trail (Nitmiluk National Park, 
C2)
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Remote
Corners Y
The whole of the NT is remote, by 
definition: you won’t need to travel 
far from Darwin or Alice Springs to 
lose track of place and time.

æ Tiwi Islands (C1)

æ Borroloola (D3)

æ Hermannsburg (C5)

æ Eastern Arnhem Land (D2)

æ Victoria River Crossing (B2)
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Watching
Wildlife f
You’ ll see a whole lot of native 
wildlife on your Northern Territory 
road trip: emus, goannas, snakes, 
koalas, seals, parrots, frill-necked 
lizards, cockatoos, dolphins… And 
that’s before you hit the wildlife 
parks.

x Alice Springs Reptile Centre 
(Alice Springs, C4)

x Adelaide River Tours (Adelaide 
River, B2)

x Pungalina–Seven Emu Wildlife 
Sanctuary (Gulf Country, D3)

x Pine Creek (C2)

x Crocosaurus Cove (Darwin, B2)
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Natural
Wonders g
Colossal rocks, gaping chasms, 
oddball desert vegetation, rock 
pools and astonishing caves: the 
Northern Territory wrote the book 
on wonders of the natural realm.

ö Cutta Cutta Caves Nature Park 
(near Katherine, C2)

ö Trephina Gorge Nature Park 
(East MacDonnell Ranges, D5)

ö Devil’s Marbles (off  Stuart Hwy, C4)

ö Rainbow Valley Conservation 
Reserve (off  Stuart Hwy, C5)

ö Palm Valley (Finke Gorge National 
Park, C5)
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Offbeat NT 
Plenty of people end up in the NT 
because they don’t (or don’t want 
to) fit in anywhere else. The result 
is an offbeat, eccentric culture, like 
nowhere else in Australia.

 Barrow Creek Hotel (Barrow 
Creek, C4)

 Beer Can Regatta (Darwin, B2)

 Henley-on-Todd Regatta (Alice 
Springs, C4)

 Tjanpi Desert Weavers (Alice 
Springs, C4)

 Daly Waters Pub (Daly Waters, C3)
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Indigenous 
Culture 
The NT’s numerous Aboriginal arts 
centres and cultural tours provide 
the easiest entry points into the 
Indigenous world for visitors to the 
region. 

 Araluen Arts Centre (Alice Springs, 
C4)

 Karrke Aboriginal Experience 
(Watarrka National Park, C5)

 Arnhemlander Cultural & Herit-
age Tour (Gunbalanya [Oenpelli], C1) 

 Ghunmarn Culture Centre 
(Beswick, C2)

 Ubirr (Kakadu National Park, C2)
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Opening Hours C
Many tours and hospitality options 
close during the wet season.

Banks 9.30am–4pm Mon–Thu, 
until 5pm Fri

Cafes 7am–5pm

Post offi  ces 9am–5pm Mon–Fri, 
some 9am–noon Sat

Pubs & bars 11am–late

Restaurants noon–2pm & 
6–8pm, Darwin keeps longer hours

Shops 9am–5pm or 6pm Mon–
Fri, until noon or 5pm Sat

Petrol stations & roadhouses 
8am–10pm, some 24 hours

1st Edition

Published Nov 2019
UK £4.99 USA $7.99

Printed in China
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The adventure continues on lonelyplanet.com

Bathymetric data adapted from The GEBCO_2014 Grid, version 20150318, www.gebco.net 

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover the Northern Territory’s top regional sights, 
and experience it through an inspiring list of themes

Kings Canyon
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Public Transport Modes and Average Travel Times
Alice Springs Borroloola Daly Waters Darwin Erldunda Jabiru Katherine Tennant Creek Timber Creek Yulara

Alice 
Springs A+K 8¼hrs J 14hrs

A 2hrs 
J 23hrs

J 2¼hrs
A+J 6½hrs
J 25hrs

A 3¼hrs
J 17hrs

A 1¼hrs
J 7hrs

A+J 7hrs
J 20hrs

A 1hr

Borroloola 1225km
K 15hrs

A+K 2¾hrs
"

A+K+J 
13hrs

A+K+J 
8hrs

A+K 15hrs A+K 17hrs
A+K+J 
18hrs

A+K 9hrs

Daly 
Waters

925km
K 11hrs

400km
K 5½hrs

A+J 5hrs
J 7½hrs

J 15hrs J 3½hrs J 5¼hrs J 6¼hrs A+J 10hrs

Darwin 1500km
K 16hrs

975km
K 12hrs

600km
K 7hrs

A+J 5½hrs
J 24hrs

J 3½hrs J 4½hrs
A+J 3¾hrs
J 15hrs

J 8hrs
A+K+J 
3¼hrs

Erldunda 220km
K 2½hrs

1425km
K 17hrs

1125km
K 13hrs

1725km
K 19hrs

A+J 6hrs
J 27hrs

A+J 6hrs
J19hrs

A+J 3¾hrs
J 9hrs

A+J9hrs
J 22hrs

Jabiru 1500km
K 16hrs

975km
K 12hrs

600km
K 7hrs

260km
K 3hrs

1700km
K 19hrs

J 6½hrs
A+J 7hrs
J 17hrs

J 10hrs A+J 6½hrs

Katherine 1200km
K 13hrs

675km
K 8hrs

280km
K 3¼hrs

320km
K 3¾hrs

1400km
K 15hrs

320km
K 3¾hrs

A+K 2hrs
J 9hrs

J 3hrs A+K 6½hrs

Tennant 
Creek

525km
K 5½hrs

725km
K 9hrs

420km
K 5hrs

990km
K 11hrs

725km
K 7¾hrs

1000km
K 11hrs

675km
K 7½hrs

A+J 4¾hrs
J 12hrs

A 4hrs
A+J 7½hrs

Timber 
Creek

1475km
K 17hrs

950km
K 12hrs

575km
K 7hrs

600km
K 7½hrs

1675km
K 19hrs

600km
K 7hrs

300km
K 3¾hrs

975km
K 11hrs

A+J 11hrs

Yulara 460km
K 5½hrs

1675km
K 19hrs

1375km
K 15hrs

1975km
K 22hrs

260km
K 3¼hrs

1950km
K 22hrs

1650km
K 18hrs

975km
K 11hrs

1950km
K 21hrs

ITINERARIES
DARWIN & THE TOP END

Darwin E2
Dip into Darwin’s markets, museums and nocturnal 
scene: the big smoke, up north. 
K 2hrs to Kakadu National Park

Kakadu National Park G3
‘Iconic’ barely does Kakadu justice: a timeless 
place where land and people are as one.
K 1¾hrs to Nitmiluk National Park

Nitmiluk National Park G4
Australia’s Grand Canyon, Nitmiluk off ers 
mesmerising natural and cultural encounters.
K 2½hrs to Litchfi eld National Park

Litchfi eld National Park E4
With wonderful waterholes, waterfalls and hiking 
trails, Litchfi eld is a pocket-sized Kakadu.

THE RED CENTRE

Alice Springs J16
One of Australia’s most isolated towns is a hub of 
arts, eats and drinks. 
K 1hr to West MacDonnell Ranges

West MacDonnell Ranges G15
Just an hour from Alice Springs you’ll fi nd canyons, 
rock pools and quiet desert walks.
K 6½hrs to Kings Canyon & Watarrka National Park

Kings Canyon & Watarrka National Park F16
A 100m-deep red-rock chasm with a lush pocket of
ferns and prehistoric cycads around a tranquil
pool – what’s not to like?
K 3½hrs to Uluru

Uluru F18
You’ve seen the postcards, the TV, the Insta feeds… 
Time to meet the Rock one-on-one.
K 45min to Kata Tjuta

Kata Tjuta F18
Walk through the Valley of the Winds and tune in to 
these ancient red rocks. 

TOP TO BOTTOM TERRITORY TOWNS

Darwin E2
Australia’s frontier capital, Darwin is quirky and 
cosmopolitan in equal measure.
K 3¼hrs to Katherine

Katherine G5
With roads converging from Darwin, Western 
Australia and Alice Springs: Katherine has road trip 
written all over it. 
K 7½hrs to Tennant Creek

Tennant Creek J11
The only town of any size between Katherine and 
Alice Springs: stop for a rest!
K 1¼hrs to Alice Springs

Alice Springs J16
The NT’s second city, ‘the Alice’ off ers wildlife 
encounters, Indigenous arts and terrifi c outdoor 
activities.

A
Adelaide River F3
Aileron H14
Alice Springs J16
Ali-Curung J13
Alpurrurulam N13
Alyangula M4
Ampilatwatja K13
Angurugu M4
Annaburroo F3
B
Barrow Creek J13
Barunga H5
Batchelor F3
Belyuen E3
Beswick H5
Borroloola L7
C
Cape Crawford L7
Curtain Springs G18
D
Daly River E4
Daly Waters H7
Darwin E2
Dundee Beach E3
Dunmarra H7

E
Elliott H8
Emerald Springs F4
Erldunda H17
F
Finke (Aputula) J18
G
Galiwinku L2
Gapuwiyak L3
Gunbalanya (Oenpelli) H2
Gunyangara M2
H
Hayes Creek F4
Hermannsburg H16
Howard Springs E3
Humpty Doo F3
J
Jabiru H3
K
Kalkarindji E8
Kaltukatjara (Docker River) 

D17
Katherine G5
Kintore D15

Kulgera H18
L
Lajamanu E9
Larrimah H6
M
Mandorah E2
Maningrida J2
Mataranka H5
Milikapiti (Snake Bay) E1
Milingimbi K2
Minjilang G1
N
Nauiya Nambiya E4
Newcastle Waters H8
Nguiu E2
Ngukurr K5
Nhulunbuy M2
Noonamah F3
Numbulwar L5
O
Oolloo Crossing F4
P
Papunya Aboriginal 

Community G15
Pine Creek F4

Pirlangimpi (Garden Point) E1
Port Keats (Wadeye) D5
R
Ramingining K2
Renner Springs J9
S
Santa Teresa J16
Stuarts Well H16
T
Tennant Creek J11
Ti Tree H14
Timber Creek E6
Top Springs F7
U
Umbakumba M4
V
Victoria River Crossing F6
W
Warruwi H1
Wauchope J12
Y
Yirrkala M2
Yuendumu G14
Yulara F17

SACRED PLACES
Much of the NT is Aboriginal-owned – either exclusively 
(eg Arnhem Land), or leased back to the government on 
a co-management basis (eg Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park). Either way, you’ll need to obtain a permit or pay 
national park fees to access to Aboriginal lands: ask at 
local visitor centres before you drive into the desert.

northern-territory-planning-m
ap-cen1.indd   2

northern-territory-planning-m
ap-cen1.indd   2

19/07/2019   11:49:33 A
M

19/07/2019   11:49:33 A
M


