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Destinations

Normandy (p50)

From the Norman invasion of England in 1066 to the
D-Day landings of 1944, Normandy has long played an
outsized role in European history.

Lille, Flanders & the Somme (p80)

When it comes to culture, cuisine, beer, shopping and
dramatic views of land and sea - not to mention good
old-fashioned friendliness — these regions compete
with the best France has to offer.

Falaise d'Aval (p59), Etretat
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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and
asense of adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime
—across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It
took several months, and at the end - broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia
on the Cheap. Within a week they’'d sold 1500 copies.
Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than
600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three
things: inform, educate and amuse'.
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With two degrees (one in
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his home. A self-taught trumpet novice, his
other hobbies include collecting modern first
editions, photography and Taekwondo. Fol-
low Damian on Instagram (damian.harper).
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CATHERINE LE NEVEZ
Catherine’s wanderlust
kicked in when she
roadtripped across Europe
from her Parisian base,
aged four, and she's been
hitting the road at every
opportunity since, travelling to around 60
countries and completing her Doctorate

of Creative Arts in Writing, Masters

in Professional Writing, and postgrad
qualifications in Editing and Publishing along
the way. Over the past dozen-plus years
she's written scores of Lonely Planet guides
and articles covering Paris, France, Europe
and far beyond. Her work has also appeared
in numerous online and print publications.
Topping Catherine’s list of travel tips is to
travel without any expectations.
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