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Normandy (p50)
From the Norman invasion of England in 1066 to the 
D-Day landings of 1944, Normandy has long played an 
outsized role in European history.

Lille, Flanders & the Somme (p80)
When it comes to culture, cuisine, beer, shopping and 
dramatic views of land and sea – not to mention good 
old-fashioned friendliness – these regions compete 
with the best France has to offer.

Destinations

Falaise d’Aval (p59), Étretat
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 
We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make 
our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that 
your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.
com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your 
comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, 
websites and digital products, so let us know if you don't want 
your comments reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a 
copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime 
– across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than 
600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three 
things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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DDSara Benson DAMIAN HARPER
With two degrees (one in 
modern and classical Chi-
nese from SOAS), Damian 
has been writing for Lonely 
Planet for over two dec-
ades, contributing to titles 

as diverse as China, Beijing, Shanghai, Viet-
nam, Thailand, Ireland, London, Mallorca, 
Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei, Hong Kong, 
France and Great Britain. A seasoned guide-
book writer, Damian has penned articles 
for numerous newspapers and magazines, 
including the Guardian and the Daily Tele-
graph, and currently makes Surrey, England, 
his home. A self-taught trumpet novice, his 
other hobbies include collecting modern first 
editions, photography and Taekwondo. Fol-
low Damian on Instagram (damian.harper).

CATHERINE LE NEVEZ
Catherine’s wanderlust 
kicked in when she 
roadtripped across Europe 
from her Parisian base, 
aged four, and she’s been 
hitting the road at every 

opportunity since, travelling to around 60 
countries and completing her Doctorate 
of Creative Arts in Writing, Masters 
in Professional Writing, and postgrad 
qualifications in Editing and Publishing along 
the way. Over the past dozen-plus years 
she’s written scores of Lonely Planet guides 
and articles covering Paris, France, Europe 
and far beyond. Her work has also appeared 
in numerous online and print publications. 
Topping Catherine’s list of travel tips is to 
travel without any expectations.
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