


CENTRED ON THE MASSIVE EXPANSE OF 
LAKE TAUPO, these journeys course through 
some of the North Island’s most dramatic and 
powerful landscapes.

The three volcanic peaks of Tongariro National 
Park provide a mighty backdrop for superb 
hiking and mountain biking, and from Taupo 
north to Rotorua the land is alive with the 
powerful geothermal forces. Rotorua is also a 
hot spot of traditional Māori culture, with the 
city’s famed hangi feasts and concerts.

To the northwest, the Waitomo Caves 
offer relaxed exploration or more exciting 
adventures to challenge Rotorua’s compelling 
menu of extreme activities, and funky Raglan 
is the quintessential Kiwi surf town.

Lake Taupo Rock carvings at Mine Bay (Trip 6)
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