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Southern Germany Highlights

This itinerary takes in the best of the region in a whistle-stop tour of southern Germa-
ny’s must-sees. You could spend months exploring the region but 10 days is just enough
to tick off the essentials.

Kick off your southern odyssey in Munich where three days is barely enough time
to sample the Bavarian capital’s art and beer. A short hop north by train brings you to
Nuremberg, the bustling capital of Franconia and a major draw for fans of both dark
tourism and dark beer. Another train, another historic city, this time university town
‘Wiirzburg, famous for its wines and the prince-bishop’s residence. You're now at the
northern terminus of the 350km-long Romantic Road. The most engaging stop along
the route is Rothenburg ob der Tauber, a labyrinth of medieval streets and lanes
with heaps of sugary architecture. The Romantic Road ends at the gates of Schloss
Neuschwanstein, Bavarian king Ludwig IT’s fairy-tale pad and one of the world’s most
iconic 19th-century follies. Stop off at Lindau on the shores of Lake Constance en route
to Freiburg in the southern Black Forest, where you can follow a tour of the Miinster
with a slab of the famous local gateau.
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Munich & the Alps

The Alps are a definite highlight of Bavaria and almost every visitor makes at least one
trip to these famous peaks. This itinerary includes the best stop-offs and features every-
thing from lakes in the foothills to a train ride to the top of the highest peak.

The route can be tackled as a point-to-point trip or as day trips from Munich; the Ger-
man Alps are easily reachable by train from there. Beginning in Munich, you’ll need at
least three days to cover the essential viewing in this vibrant metropolis, perhaps reserv-
ing time for a spot of shopping and to visit some of the city’s lesser-known sights such as
the Olympiapark and BMW Welt. If there’s time, the incredibly beautiful Starnberger
See is an S-Bahn ride away. Pretty Oberammergau, famous for its once-a-decade pas-
sion play, is just over two hours (with changes) on the train from Munich Hauptbahnhof
and makes a superb base for visiting King Ludwig II’s Schloss Linderhof, an easy 12km
hike. Then it’s time to stand on the roof of Germany: the Zugspitze above Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, the Bundesrepublik’s highest peak. If you don’t have your own wheels
you’ll have to backtrack all the way to Munich to reach the Chiemsee. Water sports
are one of the big draws here, though most come for another of Ludwig II’s palaces,
Schloss Herrenchiemsee, set on an island (the Herreninsel) in the lake and accessible
by ferry from the town of Prien. After a day of messing around on the Wasser, it’s back
into the mountains, this time the ranges around Berchtesgaden in Germany’s extreme
southeastern tip. Some intriguing Nazi history can be found here, particularly Hitler’s
mountain perch, the Eagle’s Nest, now a seasonal restaurant that draws many visitors.
For an equally photogenic escapade, take one of the electric boats from Berchtesgaden
along the stunningly picturesque Konigssee, surrounded by the Berchtesgaden National
Park. From Berchtesgaden it’s a short bus ride into Austria and a day or two of Sound of
Music-mania in achingly beautiful Salzburg.
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Stuttgart & the Black Forest

This zigzagging canter through Germany’s southwest is for those who like a varied time
on their travels - the route is a mix of cuckoo clocks and state-of-the art luxury car muse-
ums, half-timbered villages and the big-city vibe of Stuttgart.

Begin with a couple of days exploring the galleries, stately plazas and vibrant night-
life of regional capital Stuttgart. High on your agenda should be the city’s regal heart,
Schlossplatz, the Staatsgalerie’s art treasures and evenings spent sampling local Rieslings
in a Weinstube (wine tavern) or hanging out in Theodor-Heuss-Strasse’s lounge bars. Car
fans should race to the space-age Mercedes-Benz and Porsche museums. On day three,
head west to Baden-Baden, a swish art nouveau spa town picturesquely nestled at the
foot of the Black Forest’s spruce-cloaked hills. Here you can wallow in thermal waters,
saunter through the sculpture-speckled Lichtentaler Allee gardens and try your luck
in the casino. Day four takes you south along the serpentine Schwarzwald-Hochstrasse
(B500), with tremendous forest and mountain panoramas at every bend. Stop to glimpse
Germany’s largest square in Freudenstadt on your way to the curving Kinzigtal, the
prettiest valley in this neck of the woods, with its orchards, vineyards and cluster of
half-timbered villages. Your fifth day takes you to the Black Forest’s most storied town,
Triberg, where Germany’s highest waterfall flows, the world’s biggest cuckoo clock calls,
and Claus Schéifer bakes the best Black Forest gateau using the original 1915 recipe. Work
off the cake with a walk or cross-country ski in the wooded heights of Martinskapelle or
Stocklewaldturm. A scenic hour’s drive from Triberg brings you to the sunny university
city of Freiburg, close to the French border. Spend the day absorbing its easygoing flair
in the Altstadt’s quaint lanes, watched over by a monster of a medieval minster. Wind out
your final day by the lake. Swinging east brings you to forest-rimmed Titisee en route to
the watery expanse of Lake Constance, Central Europe’s third-largest lake, flanked by
quaint villages, vineyards, wetlands and beaches. An afternoon in Konstanz is just long
enough to get a taste of this Roman-rooted city, where the historic alleys of the Altstadt
wend down to a relaxed lakefront promenade.
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Romantic Road

Germany’s most popular tourist route
winds its way for 350km through Bavaria’s
western reaches.

The Romantic Road begins at Wiirzburg north and this trip covers all the essentials.

where two days are enough to tour the
impressive baroque Residenz and sample
the region’s wines. From here head south to

you can lose yourself in the medieval lanes
and celebrate Christmas every day. Your
next destination is quaint little Dinkels-
biihl, a medieval gem ringed by a complete
set of town walls. More medieval defences

attractive stopover. Set aside some time to
check out the story-book castle guarding
the half-timbered village of Harburg, and
to stroll through twee Donauworth before
hitting the city of Augsburg, the Romantic
Road’s biggest settlement boasting several
worthwhile attractions. Many a church
graces the Romantic Road but, to Augs-
burg’s south, the one packing the mightiest
punch is the luminous Wieskirche, a true
baroque masterpiece. Contemplate King
Ludwig IT’s flights of fancy at his whimsical
castle, Schloss Neuschwanstein, where

to a fittingly fairy-tale climax.

Nuremberg &
Franconia

¢ Franconia has quite a different feel to it
than southern Bavaria. Some of Bavaria’s
i most intriguing museums, historical cen-

tres and cultural associations are in its

The lively capital of Franconia, Nurem-

: berg has bags to see and do - including
magical Rothenburg ob der Tauber where

the Nuremberg trials courtroom, the

i Germanisches Nationalmuseum and the
i Deutsche Bahn Museum - and an embar-
rassment of eateries to choose from when
i you return from exploring the region. A
¢ close second in Franconia’s pecking order
ring Nordlingen, a less touristy but equally

is Unesco-listed Bamberg, a confusion of

i ancient bridges, winding cobbled streets

¢ and riverside cottages, the air perfumed by
numerous breweries producing the town’s

: unique Rauchbier (smoked beer). An hour’s
i train ride brings you to Bayreuth, famous
for its annual Wagner Festival but a pleas-

i ant place to stroll any time of year. Around
¢ 100km north of Nuremberg, Coburg

i is memorable for its fortress, its British

i royal family connections and the longest
sausages you’ll ever eat served in the small-
: est bread buns. Round off your time in

¢ Franconia with a hike, bike or canoe trip
Germany’s most popular tourist route comes
* Altmiihltal Nature Park.

(requiring more time) through the glorious
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Behind the Scenes

SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

We love to hear from travellers — your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books
better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book.
Although we cannot reply individually to your submissions, we always guarantee that your feed-
back goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who sends
us information is thanked in the next edition — the most useful submissions are rewarded with a
selection of digital PDF chapters.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help.
Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such
as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don’t want your comments
reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/
privacy.
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accessible travel 302

accommodation 16, 302-4,
see also individual
locations

activities 22-3, 33-6, see

also individual activities :

air travel 308-9, 309-10
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Alps, see Bavarian Alps

Altmahltal Nature Park

148-9
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Europa-Park 240
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Ravensburger Spieleland

259

Ulm Stories 217

area codes 15, 306-7

art 177
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Kunsthalle Karlsruhe 226
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Kunsthalle Wiirth 213
Kunstmuseum Stuttgart

Lechner Museum 158
Lenbachhaus 58
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Museum Frieder Burda
220

Museum far Konkrete
Kunst 158

Museum fir Neue Kunst

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000

Museum Moderner Kunst
163

Museum Villa Stuck 61
Neue Pinakothek 55
Neues Museum 131
Pinakothek der Moderne
54-5
Rupertinum 177
Sammlung Schack 61
Staatliche Kunsthalle 221
Staatsgalerie Stuttgart
199
Wiirttembergischer
Kunstverein 202

i art museums, see art

galleries & art museums

i ATMs 306

i Audi157-8

Augsburg 122-5
;I
B

i Béchle 237

i Bad Diirrnberg 194-5

{ Bad Tolz 103-4

i Baden-Baden 11, 220-6,

222,11
activities 223
entertainment 225
food 224-5
information 225
sights 220-3
travel to/within 225-6

{ Bamberg 13842, 139
¢ bargaining 17
¢ bathrooms 307

{ Bavaria 39, 89168, 90-1
Museum der Moderne 175 :

accommodation 89
climate 89

food 89

highlights 90-1
history 92

travel seasons 89
travel to/within 92

¢ Bavaria Filmstadt 279-80,

280

{ Bavarian Alps 92108, 2323 |

i Bavarian Forest 165-8, 233

Bayreuth 142-7
beer 11, 28-32, 290-2, 294
Bier &

Oktoberfest
Munich 28-32, 64, 2
Regensburg 154
Stuttgart 203
Berchtesgaden 106-8, 300

: bicycle travel, see cycling
¢ Black Forest 40, 197, 220-

50,198, 221
accommodation 197
climate 197
food 197
highlights 198
history 269
travel seasons 197

i Black Forest gateau 288,

288

BMW 58, 59

boating
Konstanz 254
Munich 62
Passau 163
Regensburg 154
Salzburg 179, 180
Schluchsee 246
Stuttgart 203
Titisee-Neustadt 245
Tubingen 212

Bohnenviertel 205
i books 264, 279

beer 289

history 275
border crossings 309
Brecht, Bertolt 123
Breisach 242-3

i breweries

Alpirsbacher Klosterbrau
231
Augustiner Brausttibl 188

Maisel's Bier-Erlebnis-
Welt 143

: Oktoberfestmuseum 50
: beer festivals, see also

Oberstdorfer
Dampfbierbrauerei
102-3

Staatsbrauerei
Weihenstephan 160-1

i budget 15

¢ Burg Hohenzollern 212-13

i bus travel 309, 310
business hours 306

D
iC

¢ cable cars 243

i canoeing 148-9, 254

car museums 21

Audi Factory 157-8

Audi Forum — Museum
Mobile 158

BMW Museum 59

BMW Welt 58

Mercedes-Benz Museum
201
Porsche Museum 201

car travel 309, 310-11
: casinos 220
i castles & palaces 19, 144-5

Altes Schloss (Bayreuth)
143

Altes Schloss
Schleissheim 88

Burg Hohenwerfen 195
Burg Hohenzollern 212-13
Burg Meersburg 256
Burg Trausnitz 161

Furstbischofliche
Residenz 150

Jagdschloss Schachen

Kaiserburg 127,145, 145
Neue Residenz 140

Neues Schloss (Baden-
Baden) 223

Neues Schloss (Bayreuth)
43

Neues Schloss
(Ingolstadt) 158-9

Neues Schloss
(Meersburg) 256



Neues Schloss
Schleissheim 87
Residenz 174
Residenzschloss 208-9
Schloss (Karlsruhe) 226
Schloss Ehrenburg 147
Schloss Favorite 209

Schloss Harburg 122,10}

Schloss Hellbrunn 193

Schloss
Herrenchiemsee 104

Schloss
Hohenschwangau 93

Schloss Hohentiibingen
210

Schloss Leopoldskron 179
Schloss Linderhof 97,144

Schloss Lustheim 87
Schloss Mirabell 176

Schloss Neuschwanstein

13,92-3,145,13
Schloss
Nymphenburg 59
Schloss Salem 258
Schloss Solitude 199
Schloss Thurn und
Taxis 151
Stadtresidenz 161
Willibaldsburg 150
Wiirzburg Residenz 109-
10, 145, 144-5

cathedrals, see churches & }

cathedrals
caves 195
cell phones 14, 306
cemeteries 178
Chiemsee 104-5
children, travel with 37-8
Munich 69
Nuremberg 135
Salzburg 183
Christmas markets 13
Munich 64
Nuremberg 133, 13
Regensburg 154
Rothenburg ob der
Tauber 116
Salzburg 180
Stuttgart 203
churches & cathedrals 21
Alte Kapelle 153
Asamkirche 47
Asamkirche Maria de
Victoria 157
Bamberger Dom 138-9
Dom (Eichstatt) 149-50
Dom (Salzburg) 175
Dom Maria
Heimsuchung 123
Dom St Kilian 111

Dom St Maria 160

Dom St Peter 151

Dom St Stephan 162

Dreifaltigkeitskirche 177

Franziskanerkirche 177

Frauenkirche 47, 20

Freiburger Miinster 236

Grabkapelle Rotenberg
202

Heiliggeistkirche 47

Heilig-Kreuz-Kirche
(Donauwdrth) 121

Heilig-Kreuz-Kirche
(Landsberg am Lech)
126

Jakobskirche 114
Johanniskirche 125-6
Kirche St Michael 213
Liebfrauenkirche 259
Liebfrauenmuinster 158
Liebfraukirche 121
Lorenzkirche 131
Ludwigskirche 53
Marienmunster 88
Michaelskirche 47

Mnster (Villingen-
Schwenningen) 249

Munster Heilig-Kreuz
250

Minster St Georg 118
Neuminster 111
Peterskirche 261

Pfarrkirche St Oswald
164

Pfarrkirche Unsere Liebe |
¢ driving, see car travel

¢ Diirer, Albrecht 130-1

Frau 133
Russische Kirche 223
Schlosskirche 258
Schottenkirche St Jakob
153
St Anna Kirche 122-3
St Georgskirche 119
St Jakobskirche 168
St Korbinian 160
St Martin Church 161
St Peterskirche 47
St Sebalduskirche 131

Stadtkirche 228

Stadtpfarrkirche Maria
Himmelfahrt 126

Stiftskirche 223
Stiftskirche St Georg
0

Theatinerkirche 51
Ulmer Munster 214-15
Ursulinenkirche 168
Wieskirche 125, 57

{ cinema 279-80

i climate 14, 22-3, 303,14
i Coburg 147-8

i credit cards 306

¢ cuckoo clocks 247
culture 276-85

¢ currency 14

i customs regulations 304
§ cycling 356,310

Altmiihltal Nature Park
149

Lake Constance 258
Munich 62
Salzburg 179

{ ——
iD ‘
i Dachau 867

¢ Danube region 151-68
§ deer 297, 296

Miinster (Konstanz) 253
¢ DenkStatte Weisse Rose

53,62, 20

 Dinkelsbahl 118-19
i disabilities, travellers

with 302

{ distilleries 231
¢ Donauworth 121-2
¢ drinks 20-1, 286-95, see

also beer, wine & wine
regions

PE
Eagle’s Nest 57, 106,

107, 56

economy 264-5

i Eichstatt 149-51

i Einstein, Albert 215
electricity 304

i embassies 304-5
i emergencies 15

St Stephansmiinster 242 :

environment 265

i etiquette 17, 277, 293
i Ettal 96

Europa-Park 240

i events, see festivals &

events

exchange rates 15
| —
iF

Feldberg 243-4
i ferry travel 309

i festivals & events 22-3
i Cannstatter Volksfest 203

concentration camps 86-7 Christopher Street Day
i consulates 304-5 (Munich) 64
i convents, see monasteries i  Christopher Street Day
& convents H (Stuttgart) 203
courses Oktoberfest 9, 28-32,
cooking 289-90 64, 2,9,31,281
language 305 Salzburg Festival 182

Tollwood Festival 23

i Wagner Festival 143
¢ Festung Hohensalzburg 171
i Fettquelle 225
§ film 279, 280
i flags 276, 278
: Florentinerberg 223
i food 20-1, 286-95, 291,
i 292,295
Black Forest gateau

288, 288
etiquette 293, 294-5
sausages 287-8, 286
Schneeballen 117
Swabian specialities 214
i Weisswurst 290
¢ football 277-8
i forests 233

fortresses, see also castles
¢ &palaces
Festung Hohensalzburg

Festung Marienberg 111
Neuf-Brisach 242-3
Veste Coburg 147

i Veste Oberhaus 162-3

¢ Franconia 126-51

i Frankenstein 158

Fraueninsel 104

i Frauenkirche 47,20

 Freiburg 236-62, 238

i accommodation 237-9
drinking 241
entertainment 241
food 239-41
information 241
sights 236-7
tours 237

¢ travel to/within 241

Freising 160-1

¢ Freudenstadt 228-30

¢ Friedrichshafen 258-9

Fussen 92-6

i

PG

¢ gardens, see parks &

H gardens

i Garmisch-Partenkirchen

i 97101, 99,100

i gay travellers 80, 305
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Gengenbach 235-6
geography 296-300
German language 314-19
Glaserne Wald 166
Gurlitt, Cornelius 283
Gutach 234-5

H
Hallein 194-5
Harburg 122
Haslach 235
health 305
Heimatfilm 279
hiking 12, 33-6, 12
Altmahltal Nature Park
149
Baden-Baden 223, 226
Bavarian Forest 166-7
Berchtesgaden National
Park 106-7,12
Black Forest 229
Blomberg 103
Feldberg 243
Freudenstadt 228

Garmisch-
Partenkirchen 98

Salzburg 179
Schluchsee 245-6
Triberg 247
Tubingen 211
historic buildings & sites
Alt-Rothenburger
Handwerkerhaus 115-16

Document Neupfarrplatz
3 :

Feldherrnhalle 50-1
Felsengénge 131
Fuggerei 122
Historisches Kaufhaus

Konzilgebaude 253
Mittelalterliche
Lochgefangnisse 133
Roman Wall 154
Romersiedlung 253

Rémische Badruinen 223 :
¢ Kinzigtal 230-6

¢ Kirchdorf Wamberg 98
 Klein Venedig 141

i Konstanz 251-6, 252
Haus der Geschichte 118

Salzbergwerk 107

Stadtmauer 114
history 57, 116, 266-75
history museums

Historischer
Kunstbunker 133

Historisches Museum
(Bamberg) 139-40

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000

{ hitching 31112

¢ Hofbrauhaus 76, 10
holidays 306

§ I
|

 ice caves 195

{
i K

i Kaiserburg 127, 145, 145
 Kaiserstuhl 244

i Kalvarienberg 103-4

i Karlsruhe 226-8

KZ-Gedenkstatte Dachau

Historisches Museum
(Regensburg) 153-4

Museum ftir
Stadtgeschichte 237

Museum of Bavarian
History 151

Hitler, Adolf 129, 272-4

Eagle’s Nest 57, 106,
107, 56

Mein Kampf 51, 125
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@ U-Bahn/Underground station
® Other Transport

Q00RO

327

Routes

Tollway
Freeway
Primary
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Steps
)~ Tunnel
~— Pedestrian overpass
s \Nalking Tour
wes w= \Valking Tour detour
~— Path/Walking Trail

Boundaries

=~ == International
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—— — Disputed
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e Wall
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“__ River, Creek
. Intermittent River
“ % Canal

O Water

() Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake
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Note: Not all symbols displayed above appear on the maps in this book
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OUR STORY
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Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.
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