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Around Ulaanbaatar

Short trips from Ulaanbaatar can offer a taste of the countryside without having to
invest too much time travelling along endless country roads.

From Ulaanbaatar, head to Khustain National Park for the night to watch the
wild takhi horses. Back in UB, catch a ride to Mandshir Khiid in T6v aimag, from
where you can hike back over the mountain to Ulaanbaatar. This can be done either as a
full day trip or as an overnight hike.

Next, head east to Gorkhi-Terelj National Park. There are a number of activity
options here, including mountain biking, horse riding, rock climbing, hiking and river
rafting. Here you can also taste local cheese and house-smoked meats prepared by Bert,
the Dutch cheesemaker.

If you have your own vehicle, push on a little further east to see the enormous Chinggis
Khaan Statue at Tsonjin Boldog.

Back in Ulaanbaatar, leave one day for visiting the National Museum of Mongolia,
Gandan Khiid and the Winter Palace of the Bogd Khan. If you have time for one
more day trip, visit Aglag Khiid, located 100km north of Ulaanbaatar.
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Eastern Mongolia

Eastern Mongolia offers a delightful romp through grasslands, forest and some unique
historical sights. Best of all, it’s almost completely devoid of tourists.

In a hired jeep, head east from Ulaanbaatar and pass the Chinggis Khaan Statue on
the way to Khokh Nuur, a pretty alpine lake that saw the coronation of the great Khaan.
Continue northeast, visiting the restored monastery of Baldan Baraivun Khiid and
nearby sights as you travel through Khentii’s scenic countryside. There are ger camps all
along this route where you can stop for horse-riding trips in the mountains. Take a break
in Dadal, a handsome village with horse-trekking options and an excellent naadam.

Following the Ulz Gol further east, you'll pass pretty Buriat villages and nature reserves
including Ugtam Uul. If you're interested in meeting a shaman you may be fortunate
enough to get the opportunity by asking around in this area. It’s possible to continue
northeast towards Chuluunkhoroot to visit Mongol Daguur B Strictly Protected Area,
a protected area for wader birds. From northern Dornod, sweep south towards Choibal-
san; some routes go via the ancient ruins at Kherlen Bar Khot.

The adventurous can push further east across the empty steppes to Khalkhiin Gol,
a remote landscape of lakes, rivers, wildlife and historical sights. Highlights include a
giant Buddha statue carved into a hillside and numerous WWII memorials.

You’ll need another couple of days to visit the lush Nomrog Strictly Protected Area.
From NOmrog, tackle the rough terrain in Dornod Mongol Strictly Protected Area to
spot some truly massive herds of gazelles.

The Dariganga region, with its sand dunes, cinder cones and scattered stone statues,
requires two or three days. Horse trekking is possible here. If you're in the area in early
October, you’ll catch the large migration of swans at Ganga Nuur.

Return to Ulaanbaatar via Baruun-Urt and Chinggis, or travel via Sainshand for a
taste of the Gobi and a visit to Khamaryn Khiid monastery.



25

RUSSIA
Ulireg
Nuur
Altai
Tavan-Bogd. Ulaangom
Natiogal Park -
; Kharkhiraa
& Sagsai Gol WS ;
R =
¢ BAYAN- e . . g
OLGII KROVSGOL &
Khoton Khyargas Nuur o
Nuur National Park ;
Tsambagarav -—
Uul v
3
Khovd =
ZAVKHAN ja
>
CHINA Uliastai sl
Ikh-Agui A
KHOVD
Otgon Tenger
GOV-ALTAI Uul

@ Western Mongolia

The western aimags offer adventurous travel and exploration. Adrenalin junkies can
break out the mountain-biking, kayaking or mountaineering gear.

Start with a flight to Khovd or Olgii, hire a vehicle and motor out to the beautiful
pastures and valleys around Tsambagarav Uul. You'll find eagle hunters and opportu-
nities for white-water rafting. You could easily spend a couple of days here before moving
on to Olgii, a great place to recharge your batteries.

Heading west from Olgii, spend three to four days around Altai Tavan Bogd Na-
tional Park. With proper equipment and permits it’s even possible to scale Mongolia’s
highest peak, the 4374m Tavan Bogd, though a visit to the base camp and glacier is more
feasible. Malchin Peak is also climbable with help from local guides. With more time,
consider doing a horse trek around Khoton Nuur. Around the area you’ll spot interest-
ing balbal (stone men) rock carvings and ancient burial mounds.

On the way to or from Tavan Bogd, stop in at Sagsai, an authentic Kazakh village that
offers a taste of life in the Wild West. A few families here keep eagles and it may be possi-
ble to meet them. From Sagsai it’s even possible to go rafting back to Olgii. The best time
to make this journey is in late September or early October, which gives you the chance to
watch the spectacular Eagle Festival in Olgii or Sagsai.

From Olgii, the main road winds northeast, passing Uiireg Nuur, another gorgeous
camping spot, en route to Ulaangom. Allow a week for trekking around Kharkhiraa
Gol. An experienced driver can get you from Ulaangom to Uliastai, visiting Khyargas
Nuur National Park and IKh Agui en route. If you arrive at Khyargas Nuur before
mid-September, you’ll have a chance to see hundreds of squawking cormorants at
Khetsuu Khad.

From Uliastai you can take a horse-riding or hiking trip to Otgon Tenger Uul.
Flights from Uliastai are few and usually booked out so you may need to bus it back to
Ulaanbaatar via Tosontsengel and Arkhangai.
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The Big Loop

The big loop combines desert and steppe
scenery, and some of the country’s top
historical sites. It’s a great area for horse
or camel treks, dune walking and spotting
wildlife.

From Ulaanbaatar, head south to the
eerie rock formations of Baga Gazryn
Chuluu and the ruined castle at Siim
Khokh Burd.

At least three days are needed to explore

yon at Yolyn Am, the massive sand dunes
at Khongoryn Els and the dinosaur quarry
at Bayanzag. From here, go north to the
ruined desert monastery of Ongiin Khiid,
a perfect place to organise a camel trek.

Leaving the Gobi, your first stop is
Erdene Zuu Khiid, the country’s oldest
monastery. Head west up the Orkhon val-
ley to Tovkhon Khiid, a monastery in
pine forest, and then on to the Orkhon
Khiirkhree. The waterfall is the perfect
place to unwind after a long trip to the

Gobi, so spend a couple of nights here (and the pleasant aimag capital of Bulgan. After

i passing through Erdenet, make a short
On your way back to Ulaanbaatar, spend :
i galantKhiid.

wash away the Gobi dust in the falls).

a night at Khustain National Park.

Northern Mongolia

: Mongolia’s northern aimags blend Siberia

i and steppe, a vast region of rolling grass-
land, mountains and lakes. Experiences in-
i clude encounters with the native Shamanic
 faith and reindeer herders.

Start week one by flying from Ulaan-

i baatar to Moron. Hire a vehicle in Moron
i and drive to Tsagaannuur. Drop into the
: TCVC here and hire a guide and horses

¢ to get you out to the taiga and Tsaatan

Omnégov: check out the spectacular ice can- camps. Plan for a week of travel in the area.

In week two, get a lift to Renchin-

 Ikhumbe and then trek to the shores of
i Khovsg6l Nuur. Walk down the lakeshore
¢ until you reach Jankhai. Spend a few days
i relaxing and then continue to Khatgal.

From Khatgal, the adventurous will make

i their way all the way up to Khankh on the
¢ northern shore of the lake. Alternatively,
there are some gorgeous areas east of the

i lake in the Chandman-Ondér area. You'll
need another week to explore this region.

The trip back to Ulaanbaatar runs via

detour to visit the magnificent Amarbayas-
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Behind the Scenes

SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

We love to hear from travellers — your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books
better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book.
Although we cannot reply individually to your submissions, we always guarantee that your feed-
back goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who sends
us information is thanked in the next edition — the most useful submissions are rewarded with a

selection of digital PDF chapters.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help.
Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as
guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don't want your comments repro-
duced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.
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Kublai Khan 223

L
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 Shiliin Bogd Uul 163
Sheveed Uul Petroglyphs :

Shine-lder 145-6

i skiing 20, 37, 68
smoking 251

i snakes 276

i Sorkhokhtani 221
 stings 276

i Stone Turtles 107-9
Strictly Protected Areas

Bogdkhan Uul

Dornod 24, 242

Eastern Mongolia 159
Great Gobi 187

Khan Khentii 51, 96, 153
Khokh Serkh 198
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travel seasons 32-3
¢ travel to/from Mongolia

travel within Mongolia

289
271-2,30
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accommodation 190
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food 190
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Shopping
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Transport
€Y Airport
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® Other Transport
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Road under construction
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) Tunnel
Pedestrian overpass
ms \\/alking Tour
== == \Walking Tour detour
Path/Walking Trail
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=== International
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—— — Disputed
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Marine Park
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w2 Swamp/Mangrove

Note: Not all symbols displayed above appear on the maps in this book
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Western Mongolia A lifestyle writer based in Beijing, Tom loves wine, food, walk-
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Malibu, California. IG: @adamskolnick
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Dulmaa Enkhchuluun graduated from Augsburg College in Minnesota and now works to promote
culturally and environmentally responsible tourism and commercial development in Mongolia.
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Modern World, for which he received the Order of the Polar Star, Mongolia's highest state honour.
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A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired — they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London,
Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share
Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse'.
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Trent Holden

Ulaanbaatar, Central Mongolia A Geelong-based writer, located just outside

d  Melbourne, Trent has worked for Lonely Planet since 2005. He's covered 30 plus
guidebooks across Asia, Africa and Australia. With a penchant for megacities,
Trent's in his element when assigned to cover a nation’s capital — the more chaotic
the better — to unearth cool bars, art, street food and underground subculture. On
the flipside he also writes books to idyllic tropical islands across Asia, in between
going on safari to national parks in Africa and the subcontinent. When not travelling, Trent works as a
freelance editor and reviewer, spending all his money catching live gigs. You can catch him on Twitter
@hombreholden.

Adam Karlin

Eastern Mongolila, Northern Mongolia Adam has contributed to dozens of Lone-
ly Planet guidebooks, covering an alphabetical spread that ranges from the An-
daman Islands to the Zimbabwe border. As a journalist, he has written on travel,
crime, politics, archeology and the Sri Lankan Civil War, among other topics.

He has sent dispatches from every continent barring Antarctica (one day!) and
his essays and articles have featured in the BBC, NPR and multiple non-fiction
anthologies. Adam is based out of New Orleans, which helps explain his love of wetlands, food and
good music. Learn more at http://walkonfine.com/, or follow on Instagram @adamwalkonfine.

Michael Kohn

Michael has been working as a travel writer for more than a decade. In 2003 he
jumped in headfirst with Lonely Planet by taking on the Uzbekistan and Kazakh-
stan chapters of the Central Asia guidebook. Since then he has been exploring
some of the remoter corners of Asia and the Middle East for LP, while also re-
porting the news for international media outlets. His LP titles include Sri Lanka,
Tibet, Mongolia, Israel & the Palestinian Territories and Trans-Siberian Railway.
Michael's particular area of interest is Mongolia, where he has covered the news for Bloomberg,
the BBC and others. During his time in Mongolia he wrote Lama of the Gobi, a biography of the
19th century poet-monk Danzanravjaa, and Dateline Mongolia, a personal memoir about his time
spent working as a reporter in Ulaanbaatar recounting misadventures and bizarre news events.
When not on the road Michael can be found in the SF Bay Area. Michael wrote the Plan, Under-
stand and the Survival Guide chapters of this book.
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