
Best Places to 
Eat

 ¨ Four Thousand Sunsets 
(p242)

 ¨ Rahn Naem Khao Mae 
Fuean (p205)

 ¨ King Kong Resort (p241)

Best Places to 
Sleep

 ¨ Kingfisher Ecolodge 
(p218)

 ¨Captain Hook Coffee Break 
(p222)

 ¨ Residence Sisouk (p203)

 ¨ Sala Done Khone (p241)

When to Go

Oct–Nov Ideal 
time for bike tour-
ing, as rains trickle 
and dust remains 
manageable.

Dec–Feb Sunny 
and cooler – make 
that downright 
cold – on the 
Bolaven Plateau.

Apr It’s terribly 
hot, but the three-
day Pi Mai (New 
Year) means water 
fights and Beerlao 
parties.
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Southern Laos
Why Go?
Near the Cambodian border, the Mekong awakes from its 
slumber, slams into Si Phan Don (Four Thousand Islands) 
and disintegrates into a series of churning rapids. Down-
stream, a dwindling pod of rare Irrawaddy dolphins seek 
solace in a deep river pool. In between, an expanding pod 
of travellers find their own solace in the hammock-strewn 
bungalows of Don Det and Don Khon.

Kayaking or bicycling around these bucolic islands is 
the signature southern Laos experience, but the rest of this 
incredibly diverse region – home to Angkorian temples, 
highland cultures, waterfalls, prime trekking, and raw off-
the-beaten-track experiences – remained off the radar until 
recently.

No longer just the realm of backpackers, southern Laos 
now has a scattering of upscale rural lodges and boutique 
hotels. New highways and dams are changing the landscape 
forever, so hurry up and get here.

Includes ¨ 
Pakse  .........................202
Champasak  ................ 211
Wat Phu World  
Heritage Area  .............215
Kiet Ngong  .................218
Bolaven Plateau  
Region  ........................219
Salavan  ...................... 223
Sekong  ...................... 226
Attapeu  ..................... 227
Don Khong ................. 232
Don Det &  
Don Khon  .................. 236

CHAMPASAK

ATTAPEU

SEKONG

SALAVAN

SAVANNAKHET

Xai
Chaleun

Singsamphan
Ban Mai

Ðông Hà

(Ban Lak 52)

Pheng
Lakhon

Trapaeng Kriel

Phou Keua

(Xepon)
Sepon

Ban Ta Ong

Phameuang Bo Y

Luang
Ban Nong

Phuoi

Ban Beng

Khe Sanh
Dansavanh

Nong Bua

Sanamsay

Lakhonpeng

Vang Tao

Paksong

Ban Nakasang

Khong
Don

Tha Taeng
Set

Ban Khoua

Lao Ngam (Muang Lamam)
Sekong

Lak 35
Ban

Keng Kok

Sansai

Chong Mek

Sanasombun

Kao
Muang

(Xeno)
Seno

Sonbuli

Atsaphangthong

Ta-Oy

Nong Nok Khiene

Ban Phapho

Pa-Am

Yalakhuntum

Vong

Saphai
Ban

Sedon

Hat Sai

Ban Kanluang

Ban Thang Beng
Talat

Sukhuma

Pamok

Ban

Ubon Ratchathani

Dong

Lao Bao

Samouy

Saisettha
(Samakhi Xai)

Phu

Ban Benghuakham

Khun

Ban Kadian
Ban Munla 

Ban Don 

Ban Muang

Lak 21

Khong

Songkhon

Dak Cheung

Ban Kaleum

Toumlan

Salavan

PaksongPakse

Phonthong
Champasak

Attapeu

Siempang

HuéMuang Phin

Phalan

Ban Muang

Border
Crossing

Border Crossing

Crossing
Border

Phon
That

Hang
That Ing

Border Crossing

Impassable)
Bridge (Destroyed & 
Prince Souphanouvong's

Crossing
Border

Hin
Heuan

NPASao NPA
Dong Hua

NPA
Se Xap

NPA
Se Pian

Vieng NPA
Dong Phu

Dong
Amphan

Phu Xieng
Thong NPA

Se Ban
Nuan NPA

Phu Asa

(1588m)
Phu Katae

Nong FaTat Fan Tayicseua

Namnoy
Se

Se
  J

am
ph

on

Se  Pon

Se
  K

on
g

Se K
ong

Kam
an

Se

Se Don

VIETNAM

CAMBODIA

THAILAND

11

16

18B

23

13

18A

16

1620

15

23

9

9

23

Plateau
Bolaven

Don Khon

Wat Phu Champasak

Tat Lo

Kiet Ngong

Don
Si Phan

0 50 km
0 25 miles

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



So
uth

ern
 Lao

S P
So

uth
ern

 Lao
S  

So
uth

ern
 Lao

S S
o

u
t

H
e

R
N

 L
A

o
S

 H
Ig

H
LIg

H
t

S
201

CHAMPASAK

ATTAPEU

SEKONG

SALAVAN

SAVANNAKHET

Xai
Chaleun

Singsamphan
Ban Mai

Ðông Hà

(Ban Lak 52)

Pheng
Lakhon

Trapaeng Kriel

Phou Keua

(Xepon)
Sepon

Ban Ta Ong

Phameuang Bo Y

Luang
Ban Nong

Phuoi

Ban Beng

Khe Sanh
Dansavanh

Nong Bua

Sanamsay

Lakhonpeng

Vang Tao

Paksong

Ban Nakasang

Khong
Don

Tha Taeng
Set

Ban Khoua

Lao Ngam (Muang Lamam)
Sekong

Lak 35
Ban

Keng Kok

Sansai

Chong Mek

Sanasombun

Kao
Muang

(Xeno)
Seno

Sonbuli

Atsaphangthong

Ta-Oy

Nong Nok Khiene

Ban Phapho

Pa-Am

Yalakhuntum

Vong

Saphai
Ban

Sedon

Hat Sai

Ban Kanluang

Ban Thang Beng
Talat

Sukhuma

Pamok

Ban

Ubon Ratchathani

Dong

Lao Bao

Samouy

Saisettha
(Samakhi Xai)

Phu

Ban Benghuakham

Khun

Ban Kadian
Ban Munla 

Ban Don 

Ban Muang

Lak 21

Khong

Songkhon

Dak Cheung

Ban Kaleum

Toumlan

Salavan

PaksongPakse

Phonthong
Champasak

Attapeu

Siempang

HuéMuang Phin

Phalan

Ban Muang

Border
Crossing

Border Crossing

Crossing
Border

Phon
That

Hang
That Ing

Border Crossing

Impassable)
Bridge (Destroyed & 
Prince Souphanouvong's

Crossing
Border

Hin
Heuan

NPASao NPA
Dong Hua

NPA
Se Xap

NPA
Se Pian

Vieng NPA
Dong Phu

Dong
Amphan

Phu Xieng
Thong NPA

Se Ban
Nuan NPA

Phu Asa

(1588m)
Phu Katae

Nong FaTat Fan Tayicseua

Namnoy
Se

Se
  J

am
ph

on

Se  Pon

Se
  K

on
g

Se K
ong

Kam
an

Se

Se Don

VIETNAM

CAMBODIA

THAILAND

11

16

18B

23

13

18A

16

1620

15

23

9

9

23

Plateau
Bolaven

Don Khon

Wat Phu Champasak

Tat Lo

Kiet Ngong

Don
Si Phan

0 50 km
0 25 miles

1  Don Khon (p236) 
Ogling fierce cascades and 
spotting rare dolphins while 
touring the island by bicycle 
or kayak.

2  Kiet Ngong (p218) 
taking a trek and a boat trip in 
the jungle around the region’s 
premier ecotourism area.

3  Wat Phu Champasak 
(p215) exploring this ancient 
Khmer temple complex.

4  Bolaven Plateau (p219) 
gazing in awe at 100m-high 
waterfalls, sipping fair-trade 
coffee and soaking in the cool 
climate on a motorcycle trip 
around this plateau.

5  Si Phan Don (p232) 
Watching the sun set over the 
Mekong from the horizontal 
perspective of your hammock 
at this tropical island paradise 
in the Mekong River.

6  Tat Lo (p221) Waterfall-
hopping and village visiting 
around this backpacker 
magnet with a laid-back vibe.

 Southern Laos Highlights


