
Levens Hall 
Elizabethan manor built 
around a fortified pele tower.

Brantwood 
The lakeside home of 

Victorian art critic and 
philosopher John Ruskin.

Blackwell House
A glorious example of the 
19th-century Arts and Crafts 
movement.

Tullie House Museum
Cumbria's best museum, 

encompassing several 
millennia of history.

Muncaster Castle
Look out for resident spooks at 
this sprawling coastal castle.

Hill Top
This idyllic farmhouse was 
purchased in 1905 by Beatrix 
Potter and was used as 
inspiration for many of her tales.

Armitt Museum
Entertaining Keswick museum 
that has a collection of 
Beatrix's botanical paintings.

The creeper-clad house 
where Wordsworth first 

lived with his sister 
Dorothy and young family.

Rydal Mount
This grand house near 
Grasmere was home to the 
Wordsworth family for 37 years.

Beatrix Potter 
Gallery
Seasonal exhibitions 
of Beatrix's work in 
the former offices of 
her husband, solicitor 
William Heelis.

Black Bull 
Coniston's main meeting 

spot, the old Black Bull offers 
a warren of rooms and a 
popular outside terrace.

Mortal Man
Knockout views over 
Windermere from the 
beer garden.

Old Dungeon Ghyll
Affectionately known as the 
ODG, this inn is awash with 

Lakeland heritage.

Wasdale Head Inn 
A haven for walkers since 
the early 19th century.

Jennings
Cumbria's biggest brewer is in 
Cockermouth, with 
nattily-named beers like Sneck 
Lifter and Cocker Hoop.

Fell Foot Park 
This country park 
offers one of the best 
views of Windermere.

Tarn Hows 
A picture-perfect lake 

that's actually artificial.

Wasdale
Wild and stark, overlooked by 
looming fells including Scafell 

Pike and Great Gable.

Ennerdale
If you really want to leave 
the outside world behind, 

this remote valley is 
definitely the place.

St Bees Head 
Bring binoculars to spot 

the teeming birdlife at this 
coastal headland.

Helm Crag
Tackle 'The Lion and 
the Lamb', Helm Crag’s 
twin craggy summits, 
near Grasmere.

Helvellyn
A vertiginous scramble 
along the knife-edge 
ridge of Striding Edge.

Blencathra 
A long walk leads to a 
panorama over Keswick 
and the northern fells.

Scafell Pike
The daddy of Lakeland hikes to 

the top of England's highest peak.

Catbells 
Derwentwater's best-loved 

fell, for six-year-olds and 
septuagenarians alike.

L’Enclume 
The Lake District's 
best (and barmiest) 
restaurant, bar none. 

Drunken Duck
One of the Lakes' premier 
dining destinations, the 
Drunken Duck blends historic 
pub and fine-dining restaurant.

Lake Road Kitchen 
This much-lauded bistro 

explores the 'food of the north' 
using locally sourced, seasonal 

and foraged ingredients.

Punch Bowl Inn
This renowned gastropub 
has long been known for its 
top-notch food.

Rogan & Company 
This bistro, focusing on 

classic British dishes, is an 
affordable way to experience 

Simon Rogan’s food.

STO C K  G H Y L L FO R C E  &  WA N S F E L L P I K E

D OV E  C OT TAG E
G R AS M E R E

G OW BA R R OW PA R K  &  A I R A FO R C E

K ESW I C K  &  D E RW E N T WAT E R

B O R R OW DA L E  &  B U T T E R M E R E
H AYSTAC KS

L A N G DA L E  P I K ES

W RY N O S E  &  H A R D K N OT T PAS S ES

C O N I STO N  O L D  M A N
H I L L TO P

W I N D E R M E R E

K E N DA L

L A’A L R AT T Y

H O L K E R  H A L L

CA R L I S L E  CAST L E

N O R T H E R N  L A K E  D I S T R I C T

G R A S M E R E  &  A R O U N D

W I N D E R M E R E         &  A R O U N D

JU
S

TIN
 FO

U
LK

ES/LO
N

ELY P
LA

N
ET ©

JU
S

TIN
FO

U
LKLK

ES/LO
N

EES/LO
N

ELELY P
L

Y P
LA

N
ET ©

Daily Costs a
Budget Less than £60
Dorm bed: £15–30
Cheap meal in cafe or pub: £7–11
Local buses £5-10

Midrange £60–130
Double room in a midrange hotel or 
B&B: £65–130
Main course in a midrange restaurant: 
£10–20
Lakes Day Ranger travel pass: £23

Top End More than £130
Four-star hotel room: from £130 
Three-course meal in a good 
restaurant: around £40
Car rental per day: from £35
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When to Go 
High Season Jun–Aug
Summer is a beautiful time to 
visit but expect crowds.

Shoulder Season Apr–May & 
Sep–Oct
Early Spring and Autumn are qui-
eter but still have good weather.

Low Season Dec–Feb
The wettest and quietest time of 
the year.

LAKE
DISTRICT

& CUMBRIA

Discover the Lake District & Cumbria's top sights, 
and experience it through an inspiring list of themes
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Buttermere
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Opening Hours
Banks 9am-4pm or 5pm Monday 
to Friday, 9am-12.30pm Saturday

Post Offi  ce 9am-5.30pm Monday 
to Friday, 9am-12.30pm Saturday; 
main branches to 5pm

Pubs Generally 11am-11pm, city 
pubs sometimes open to midnight 
or 1am on Friday and Saturday

Restaurants Lunch noon-3pm, 
dinner from 7pm-10pm; some 
restaurants close on Sunday or 
Monday

Shops & Supermarkets 9am-
5.30pm Monday to Saturday, 
10am-4pm Sunday

Literary
Locations v
The Lake District was the home 
and source of inspiration for 
two of England’s most famous 
writers, the Romantic poet William 
Wordsworth and children’s author 
Beatrix Potter.

 Hill Top (pictured; D4)

  Dove Cottage (D3)

  Beatrix Potter Gallery (D4)

  Rydal Mount (D3)

  Armitt Museum (D4)
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Historical
Sites "
Several thousand years of human 
history are etched into the 
Lakeland hills, from the Neolithic 
era through to the Industrial 
Revolution and on into the present 
day.

V  Blackwell House (D4)

V  Brantwood (pictured; D4)

V  Tullie House Museum (D1)

V  Muncaster Castle (B4)

V  Levens Hall (E5)
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Traditional Pubs
& Breweries u
The Lake District's inns have 
been slaking people's thirst for 
centuries, and trying some locally 
brewed ale in a traditional village 
pub is a real highlight of a visit 
here.

û  Wasdale Head Inn (C3)

û  Jennings (B2)

û  Old Dungeon Ghyll (pictured; C4)

û  Black Bull (C4)

û  Mortal Man (D4)
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Scenic
Splendour g
'No part of the country is more 
distinguished by its sublimity', 
mused the grand old bard of the 
Lakes, William Wordsworth, and a 
couple of centuries on, his words 
still ring true.

ö  Wasdale (pictured; C3)

ö  Tarn Hows (D4)

ö  Fell Foot Park (D5)

ö  St Bees Head (A3)

ö  Ennerdale (B3)
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Classic Hikes c
The Lake District is the spiritual 
home of English hiking (or fell 
walking, as it's known locally), and 
there are endless trails to explore, 
from full-day mountain treks to 
lowland valley rambles.

è Scafell Pike (C3)

è  Helvellyn (D3)

è  Catbells (C3)

è  Blencathra (D2)

è  Helm Crag (pictured; D3)
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Great Food k
Whether it's dining in a high-class 
restaurant or in a cosy village inn, 
you'll eat well in the Lakes – and 
don’t forget to try some of the local 
specialities.

ú L'Enclume (D5)

ú Punch Bowl Inn (D4)

ú Rogan & Company (D5) 

ú Drunken Duck (pictured; D4)

ú Lake Road Kitchen (D4)
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HOLKER HALL D 5
If you're looking for Cumbria's answer to Downton 
Abbey, you'll fi nd it at Holker Hall. Three miles east of 
Cartmel, this has been the family seat of the Caven-
dish family for nigh on four centuries, and it's a classic 
example of English aristocratic architecture.

Holker Hill
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L A’AL R AT T Y B 4
Aff ectionately known as La'al Ratty, the pocket-sized 
Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway was built to ferry iron 
ore from the Eskdale mines to the coast. These days 
it's one of Cumbria's most beloved family attractions, 
with miniature steam trains that chug through the 
Eskdale valley. 

La'al Ratty
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CARLISLE CASTLE D1
Carlisle was founded as a military city, and its brood-
ing, rust-red castle provides a timely reminder of the 
confl icts that have shaped the city's history. For 500 
years until the Act of Union in 1603 it was the frontline 
fortress in several Anglo-Scottish confl icts.

Carlisle Castle
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KENDAL E4
Technically Kendal isn't in the Lake District, but it's a 
major gateway town. Often known as the 'Auld Grey 
Town', thanks to the sombre grey stone used for many 
of its buildings, Kendal is a bustling shopping centre 
with some good restaurants, a funky arts centre and 
intriguing museums.

River Kent, Kendal
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G R A S M E R E  &  A R O U N DG R A S M E R E  &  A R O U N D
If it's Romantic connections you're looking for, the little 
village of Grasmere is the place to be, although there is 
also plenty of great hiking and other sights to explore 
nearby. 

DOVE COT TAGE D 3
This tiny, creeper-clad cottage was inhabited by 
William Wordsworth and his family between 1799 
and 1808. The cottage's cramped rooms are full of 
artefacts – look out for the poet's passport, spectacles 
and a portrait (given to him by Sir Walter Scott) of his 
favourite dog, Pepper.

GR ASMERE D 3
Huddled at the edge of an island-studded lake sur-
rounded by woods, pastures and slate-coloured hills, 
Wordsworth's beloved village is a must-see. Several of 
the poet's former houses can be visited, as well as an 
excellent museum – and, poignantly, his family's plot in 
the village churchyard.

WRYNOSE & HARDKNOT T PASSES C 4
Is this the nation's most spectacular drive? Many 
seasoned drivers seem to think so, and you certainly 
won't be the only one doing it on a summer weekend. 
Traversing both of the steepest passes in England 
and reaching 30% gradient in some places, it's a real 
roller-coaster.

L ANGDALE PIKES C 3
This strenuous walk is the most popular hike in 
Langdale and crosses over a series of lofty summits, 
including Harrison Stickle, at 736m the highest of the 
Langdale Pikes. The pikes have stirring views over the 
Langdale and Mickleden Valleys.Upper Langdale

Dove Cottage
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N O R T H E R N  L A K EN O R T H E R N  L A K E
D I S T R I C TD I S T R I C T
While it’s hard to escape other people in the Lake 
District, the northern parts of the park are where you 
are most likely to fi nd your own patch of solitude and 
serenity.

HAYSTACKS C 3
"For a man trying to get a persistent worry out of his 
mind, the top of Haystacks is a wonderful cure." So 
said Alfred Wainwright in Book 7 of his Pictorial Guides, 
and if anywhere sums up what he loved about the 
Lakeland fells, it's Haystacks, his favourite mountain.

BORROWDALE & BUT TERMERE C 3
With their patchwork of craggy hills, broad fi elds, tin-
kling streams and drystone walls, the side-by-side val-
leys of Borrowdale and Buttermere are many people's 
idea of the quintessential Lakeland landscape. Once 
a centre for mineral mining, this is classic walkers' 
country these days.

KESWICK & DERWENT WATER C 3
The most northerly of the Lake District's major towns, 
Keswick has perhaps the most beautiful location of all: 
encircled by cloud-capped fells and nestled alongside 
the island-studded lake of Derwentwater. Keswick is 
also an ideal base for walking – the fells of Skiddaw and 
Blencathra rise nearby.

GOWBARROW PARK & AIR A FORCE D 3
This park on the west shore of Ullswater is one of the 
best-known beauty spots in the Lakes – famously, it 
was one of Wordsworth's favourite places for a walk, 
and is celebrated for its springtime displays of daff o-
dils. It's also home to some impressive waterfalls.

Haystacks summit and Buttermere

1st Edition

Published Apr 2019
UK £4.99 USA $7.99

Printed in China
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The adventure continues on lonelyplanet.com

Bathymetric data adapted from The GEBCO_2014 Grid, version 20150318, www.gebco.net 
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W I N D E R M E R E  & W I N D E R M E R E  & 
A R O U N DA R O U N D
Windermere has been a centre for tourism since the 
fi rst trains chugged into town in 1847, and with its close 
proximity to many famous sights it's still one of the 
national park's busiest spots. 

WINDERMERE D 4
England’s largest lake gets its name from the old 
Norse, Vinandr mere. Encompassing 5.7 sq miles 
between Ambleside and Newby Bridge, Windermere is 
a lovely, if very popular, place to take a cruise or hire a 
boat for the afternoon. 

HILL TOP D 4
Clad in climbing ivy and stocked with memorabilia, this 
idyllic farmhouse was purchased in 1905 by Beatrix 
Potter and served as a model for many of her tales. It's 
one of the most popular sights in the Lakes, so expect 
crowds. 

STOCK GHYLL FORCE & WANSFELL PIKE D 4
This moderate hike takes in the summit of Wans-
fell Pike (1588ft), which off ers a grand outlook over 
Windermere despite its relatively low profi le. You can 
choose to follow it as far as the waterfall of Stock Ghyll 
Force – but it's worth doing the full hike if you can. 

CONISTON OLD MAN C 4
Looming above Coniston like a benevolent giant, the 
Old Man (803m) presents an irresistible challenge 
for walkers. At the summit you'll be rewarded with a 
glorious 360-degree panorama. On a clear day, you'll 
see south all the way to Morecambe Bay.Stock Ghyll Force

Windermere

P L A N N I N G  M A P

lake-district-planning-map-pm-lad1.indd   1lake-district-planning-map-pm-lad1.indd   1 30/11/2018   11:34:48 AM30/11/2018   11:34:48 AM
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