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INTRO

Korean

St=20f han-gu-gd

Who Speaks Korean?

NORTH KOREA

SOUTH KOREA

Why Bother

To understand what makes
Koreans tick, you should
know something about
harmony and hierarchy,
highly valued principles that
draw on Confucian ideals.
Start with the language: the
Korean greeting an-nyong

YANBIAN
AUTONOMOUS
PREFECTURE
(CHINA)

ha-se-yo 2tESHMl 27 (How
are you?) is literally trans-
lated as ‘Are you peaceful?’.

Distinctive Sounds

Korean distinguishes
between ‘aspirated’ conso-
nants (pronounced with a
puff of air) and ‘unaspirated’
ones.
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speak Korean as their speak Korean as their
first language second language :
o
Korean Script Borrowings from English E'
Korean script, Hangul, is Korean has borrowed many x
simple and accessible. Each words from English, often g
character represents a sound : combining them in a way that m
of its own. The emphasis makes sense to Korean ears - ;
is on the formation of syl- eg won-num & &, from ‘one
lables: eg St (the syllable room, is a studio apartment. =
han) is formed by an h ( S), Language Family ;
ana(t)andann(-)ina o)
syllabic ‘box’. These ‘boxes’ Ural-Altaic - Manchu and o
are strung together to form | Mongolian are listed as g
words. close relatives, though many =
. scholars consider Korean a o)
Korean Lexicon b4

Two sets of numbers are
used: ‘pure’ Korean and
‘Sino-Korean’ (Korean
pronunciation of words of
Chinese origin). Each system
has cardinal and ordinal
numbers, but each is used
for counting different types
of things. Koreans will be
forgiving if you mix them up!

Donations to English

‘language isolate’.

Must-Know Grammar

Pronouns are generally not
used in Korean. Instead,
people are referred to by
their name, title or relation-
ship to the speaker. This
book uses the so-called
‘familiar polite form’, a prac-
tical middle ground suitable
for most situations.

Not many - you may recognise kimchi or taekwondo.
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5 Phrases to Learn Before You Go

o Do you have a Western-style room?
NA g ULER? s6-yang:shik pang in-na-yo

Smaller lodgings may only have Korean-style rooms (with floor

mattresses). If you want a ‘proper’ bed, check ahead.

e Please bring a fork/knife.

Z3/LI0IZ DM CH FAMR. poki/naip'ltikajé-dajuseyo
In Korean restaurants the spoon is meant for rice and soup,
and chopsticks are for everything else; ask if you need other
utensils.

e Can you make it less spicy?

g WA ol =AM R? tol maep-ké hae-ju-shi-gess-6-yo
Korean food is an enthusiastic assault on the senses, often
spicy enough to trigger off sweat or tears - you may want to
play it safe.

Where can | find a steam-room?

ALY HCIol JALER? jjim:jil-bang 6-di-é in-na-yo
Generally open 24 hours, these facilities at public baths are
perfect when you need some down time - whether to watch
TV, read, just relax or even sleep overnight.

e Please call the tourist interpreting
service.
S99 MEIAN Mt =M.
t'ong-ydk so-bi-sti-é chén-hwa-hae-ju-se-yo
To ensure that you get to the right place, Korean taxi drivers
have a number to call to hook you up with someone who will
translate directions for you.
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A2 DR NVIA0N Lnoavy

look for R~ ch'aj~
(last vowel a)
I* look for ot ch'a-ja-yo
(ch'aj + a-yo)
melt =~ nok~ (last vowel o)
it melts =0t no-ga-yo
(nok + a-yo)

If a verb stem ends in a OF without a consonant following it,
~yo is added instead of ~a-yo:

go It~ ka~
I* go e ka-yo (not ka-a-yo)

If a verb stem ends in 0 2 without a consonant following it,
~0-a-yo at the end (the verb stem’s o + a-yo) can be changed to
~wa-yo:

see 2~ po~
I* see gte pwa-yo
(or po-a-yo 20tR)

If the verb stem ends in 1 2, the 1 is replaced with ~0-yo:

use M~ sst~
I* use M ssé-yo
(ssti— U+ 6-yo)

If the last vowel of the verb stem is 0, u, i or a combination
vowel, ~0-yo is added to the stem:

learn <~ pae-u~
I* learn 2 pae-wd-yo

(pae-u + 6-yo)
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Car
I'd like to hire a/an ... o2l AR,

... pil-li-go shi-p'6-yo
4WD MNETRS sa-ryun-gu-dong
automatic QEHE o-t'o-mae-t'ik
car Xt ch'a
manual =S su-dong

with air conditioning/ Olo121/JIAF =

a driver e-0-k'dn/ki-sa in-nlin
How much for daily/ Gt2/8 =

weekly hire? dlE0 S0tuR?

ha-ru/han-ju
ren-t'ti-é 8l-ma-ye-yo

Do you have aroad map/ X% ULIKR?
atlas? chi-do in-na-yo

petrol
windscreen ,'-@ ols
dRel N Ki-rtim

am-nyu-ri

battery
HHE 2l
pae-t'ori
engine
julks
enjin

headlight
ol EetolE
he-dti-ra-i-t'd

tyre
EHOI O
t'ai-6
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