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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
Colour-Coding & Maps

Colour-coding is used for symbols on maps and in
the text that they relate to (eg all eating venues on
the maps and in the text are given a green knife and
fork symbol). Each neighbourhood also gets its own
colour, and this is used down the edge of the page
and throughout that neighbourhood section.

Prices
Multiple prices listed with reviews (eg €10/5 or
€10/5/20) indicate adult/child, adult/concession
or adult/child/family.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken
all reasonable care in preparing this book, we make
no warranty about the accuracy or completeness of
its content and, to the maximum extent permitted,
disclaim all liability arising from its use.

Send us your feedback We love to hear from
readers — your comments help make our books bet-
ter. We read every word you send us, and we always
quarantee that your feedback goes straight to the
appropriate authors. The most useful submissions are
rewarded with a free book. To send us your updates
and find out about Lonely Planet events, newsletters
and travel news visit our award-winning website:
www.lonelyplanet.com/contact.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your
comments in Lonely Planet products such as quide-
books, websites and digital products, so let us know
if you don't want your comments reproduced or your
name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy
visit www.lonelyplanet.com/privacy.




THE AUTHOR

China thought her commuting days to Thailand
were over after she had a baby, but Samui proved
to be the perfect merging of work and family. She
dusted off her backpack, got a passport for her
one-year old son and introduced him to Thailand,
the family’s distant ‘backyard’. He took his first
steps in a Mae Nam guesthouse and learned to
wave at every vendor.

China first came to Thailand nearly 10 years
ago to teach English in Isan and started returning
years later to write Lonely Planet books mainly to
Bangkok. This was her second, but most charmed,
visit to Samui where she discovered that good food can occur on the is-
lands. She lives with her husband, Matt, and son, Felix, in the leafy suburb
of Takoma Park, Maryland (US).

Thanks to super nanny and research assistant Stacey McCarthy. Mama’s
pride to Felix for loving Thailand as much as | do. Additional thanks to
Somchai, Pariya, Nittiphong, Saithip, Shelley, Nong and the staff at Bhun-
dari. More thanks to Carolyn Boicos and the production team at Lonely
Planet. And to my husband, Matt, for surviving without us and being

our airport chauffeur. More thanks to my domestic super nannies: Mary,
Mandy and Kathleen.

After working several years at a stable job, Austin Bush made the ques-
tionable decision to pursue a career as a freelance photographer. This
choice has since taken him as far as Pakistan’s Karakoram Hwy and as
near as Bangkok’s Or Tor Kor Market. For samples of his work, see www
.austinbushphotography.com.

Our readers Many thanks to the travellers who wrote to us with helpful hints, useful advice and interesting anecdotes.
Bianca Barbaro, Kathy Belpaeme, Jason Brown, Pablo Contestabile, Bryan Cronk, Brent Kendall, Tracey Seslen, Melanie
Simunovic, Mark Westerfield.
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THIS IS KO SAMUI

Synonymous with sun and fun, Samui is a bouil-
lon cube of tropical paradise and modern con-
venience. Even though it’s a small city by the
sea, the island wears a soft stole of white sand
beaches, which are some of Thailand’s leggiest
and most legendary.

The blue topaz waters heave and retreat in a rhythmic sequence and

the coconut palms bow in agreement that you have indeed arrived in
paradise. The path to such an idyll is antithetically easy; the flight from
Bangkok hardly imposes on the day’s itinerary. And the sun shines bright,
eager to polish its worshippers into the colour of burnished gold.

Despite its long slumber through history, Samui has wholly embraced
the present and packages all the mod cons for its parade of visitors. City
distractions, like shopping, eating and partying, are right on the doorstep
to the beach. International-style resorts have more comforts and better
housekeepers than at home. And the camaraderie of holiday crowds
infuses Chaweng, Samui’s busiest beach, with a celebratory mood. Left-
overs from the backwater backpacker days might sniff that Samui is
overly commercial, others are pleased to find it so civilised.

The beaches are so diverse you'd have to island-hop for months to
find equivalents. Yet here on Phuket’s younger sister are the matches to
each traveller’s personal beach ideal. Bo Phut and the commercial area
of Fisherman'’s Village are urbane and mannered. Mae Nam satisfies the
Thailand-philes with morning markets, shanty food shacks and Thai life
powered by a motorcycle. And the south coast is still asleep under a
coconut tree, hardly aware that the 21st century has moved in next door.

Samui is so adaptable that its fans span the travelling categories:
fortnighters, honeymooners and families, united in their love of sand and
sea. The newest arrivals are health tourists lured by wellness centres that
concoct rejuvenating tonics of fasting, yoga and ocean breezes.

Top Ko Samui’s spirit houses (p120) are an animistic tradition, built on pedestals. Bottom Chaweng Noi (p41) is one of the
most peaceful beaches on the island.

>7



0 19xes ueg

40D TON EM.”W—
010 10 i ul
10D ma__m_ ° MMWH ) waey
ueg Suvy
Buoyy oy
ION
Suameyn M
o spueySiy
mureg
wog oeyy| .
i 3 anogeoiel | N o = »:tME«NENEEZ
uameyD) 1eH (7 ,_ wimg 0] Suoy [ Suy o] ;
YOI WON uy oM -
N\ “\
\ -
| (wsop) v z
A .- (y92)
o Bbuamey) ueg N - v
[pydsol N N L -~ jving o,
Suepel g nojoore N WOyl BN OfF s -~~~ — - — == -
o nups < A
[pydsoy \ - . ~.
[ouonDUI}U| @ \ o N N
Y} uopung \ < ®nogoor™ _ o N
l@ﬁ Suol \
b uomy AN M Suy ﬁ: \
/ . ®Jnoyoo] \
inyd | ~_ /
1aquivyy)y B oeag = 008 ueg wen/ | ~ !
ouvqiadifje /' eyppng Sig nyq el |\ - \
b — —— — — ~ og 1eH ueg | S \
ueg S\ o o | ex 1
e N b ! bueg \ ure !
EWWM ¥) ¥ X 189 e 1e| ueg ueg  \ "
z r I
uopy Foie % wer 07w o o !
Suaoy) 1 e = L
Ll s up]oayg og Suvg oy \_
) e ue ©-BNIM |
Buoyy oy % T \
SBuonuvg oy 7 wae \
wog L,/ /
oy P \\
\\ uvSN-vyq (uSz) /
/ «S«w& Smw o Suoyp UvSN-vYd 0 n&\
(g,
\:gMZ.SE oy of \ /




0
wog
wooL .
wooz o
wosyeiN
woog )
wooy
woog
NOILVA3Z13
puvpiyJ,
JoJimd
S G 0 Mmeg
unj s 0 woae|
may woyy|
Ms o Buoy] oy ury
38 ovy| wan] wae|
wor Suvg oy )
ueryy, nay
eNI*H M oBuoy] ueg
Bt
Vyore te8.0 vyySuvyg oy
iy oy ueg
VN Oy
Ja4uips I @
t puvpioy],
wWoN ,\.Q h:g
Suvg oy /0 woipunyy y
uoueyyl M (WQr¥)
eny ueg ® v Suemyy
oey webN
I o buije] ueg
/ 0q®
ueuny ueg _—
/ Suiyy, oy
[ (wysg) wouvyyy
- _“ Huey {(uyog) yvs uod oJ,
ejueg \ 6 oo S== oo
uvy vJ, oleweT ueg \ Va YO, v, uoylo. .

SuoyJ oy N | O Suvny




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




