
Castle Ward Estate 
Game of Thrones was filmed 

at this National Trust 
property, which also has an 

adventure playground and 
farm animals.

Tayto Park 
Lots of fun for all the family, including 

Europe's largest wooden inverted 
roller coaster, a zoo and a 5D cinema.

Lough Key Forest Park 
This 142-hectare park includes a 
300m-long canopy walk and an 
outdoor adventure playground.

Great Western Greenway 
Flat and popular bike path from 

Westport to Achill with plenty of 
castles and sites to see along the way.

Fota Wildlife Park 
Huge outdoor zoo 
just outside Cork 
city with not a cage 
or fence in sight; 
the cheetah run is 
especially popular.

Tralee Bay Wetlands Centre 
When you're done learning about 
the habitats of this 300-hectare 
reserve, you can hop aboard a 
boat for the 15-minute safari ride.

From pub grub to gourmet feasts, 
Belfast’s foodie rep is growing. 

The Republic’s capital is the 
best place in Ireland for a 
full range of cuisines.

Clarinbridge & Kilcolgan
Experience the freshest of 
Ireland’s iconic oysters at 
various restaurants or the 
annual oyster festival.

Ballymaloe House 
The hotel, restaurant and cookery school 
where Darina Allen kicked off Ireland’s 
entire foodie scene in the 1970s.

Dungarvan
This pretty town is a gourmet heaven 
with an excellent cookery school and 
annual food festival.

The gourmet capital of Ireland, 
Cork is famous for its 
championing of local produce.

Dun Aengus 
Stunning Stone Age fort perched perilously 

on Inishmore's cliffs and protected by 
remarkable limestone spikes.

Devenish Island 
Ruins of an Augustinian monastery 
and near-perfect round tower on 
the biggest island in Lough Erne.

Clonmacnoise 
An ancient monastic city gloriously 
placed overlooking the River Shannon, 
with numerous early churches, high 
crosses, round towers and graves.

Athenry 
A magnificent castle, 
Dominican priory, an 
original market cross 
and lengthy sections 
of town walls.

Carrowkeel 
Megalithic cemetery with cairns, 
dolmens and majestic views.

Athassel Priory 
Sublime and haunting 

ecclesiastical ruin in the shallow 
and verdant River Suir Valley.

Peadar O'Donnell's
Rowdy traditional music 

sessions every night and often 
on weekend afternoons.

The Cobblestone 
The nightly sessions in this 
Smithfield pub are the most 
authentic in the capital.

Gus O'Connor's
A 19th-century 
hostelry with a 
rollicking atmosphere.

Matt Molloy’s 
The Chieftain’s fife player owns this 
Westport pub where the live céilidh 
(session of traditional music and 
dancing) kicks off at 9pm nightly.

Tig Cóilí 
Galway’s best trad 

sessions are held in a pub 
whose name means 

‘house of music’.

Marine Bar 
Wonderful music nightly during summer months 
at this 200-year-old pub on the Ring Peninsula.

Binevenagh
Spectacular views over Lough 
Foyle, Donegal and the Sperrin 
Mountains from the clifftop at the 
height of Bishop’s Rd.

Poisoned Glen 
The views down this Donegal valley 

are breathtaking; the final touch is the 
ruined church at the foot of the glen.

Sky Road 
Astonishing views over the sea 

from this dramatic coastal road 
just outside Clifden in Connemara.

Powerscourt Estate 
The view of the Sugarloaf from 
the entrance road to this 
Palladian mansion is one of the 
best along the east coast.

Priest's Leap 
A scenic mountain pass near 
the Beara Peninsula with 
sensational views of Bantry 
Bay and its eponymous town.

Conor Pass 
Stand at the top of the 456m 

pass through the mountains of 
the Dingle Peninsula and inhale 

the views of the valley below.

Blakes of the Hollow 
Ulster’s best pint of Guinness 
in a Victorian classic.

Mulligan's 
The most famous of the capital's 
traditional pubs and a star of film 
and TV – where it usually plays itself.

Vaughan’s Pub 
Superb bar in Kilfenora with an 
outstanding reputation for 
traditional music.

Tigh Neachtain 
One of Ireland’s best-known 
traditional pubs, with a 
roaring open fire and 
atmosphere to spare.

McCarthy’s 
A pub, restaurant and 
undertakers, all in one.

John Benny’s Pub 
Stone slab floor, 

memorabilia on the 
walls and rocking trad 
sessions in this Dingle 

pub most nights.
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Daily Costs a
Budget: Less than €80
Dorm bed: €12–20
Cheap meal in cafe or pub: €8–15
Inter-city bus travel (200km trip): 
€12–25
Pint: €5–6.50 (more expensive in cities)

Midrange: €80–150
Double room in hotel or B&B: €80–180 
(more expensive in Dublin)
Main course in midrange restaurant: 
€15–30
Car rental (per day): from €30
Three-hour train journey: €60

Top End: More than €150
Four-star hotel stay: from €200
Three-course meal in good restaurant: 
around €70
Top round of golf (midweek): from €100
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When to Go 
High Season (Jun–mid-Sep)
Weather at its best. Accomm-
odation rates at their highest 
(especially in August). Tourist 
peak in Dublin, Kerry, southern 
and western coasts.

Shoulder Season: (Easter–May, 
mid-Sep–Oct)
Weather often good: sun and rain 
in May; 'Indian summers' and 
often warm in September. Sum-
mer crowds and accommodation 
rates drop off .

Low Season: (Nov–Feb)
Reduced opening hours from 
October to Easter; some destina-
tions close. Cold and wet weather 
throughout the country; fog can 
reduce visibility. Big city attrac-
tions operate as normal.

Good
Food k
Ireland's foodie revolution kicked 
off in County Cork in the 1970s and 
has now spread all over the country, 
with fine food and farmers markets 
everywhere.

ú  Dublin (D3)

ú  Belfast (D2)

ú Cork City (C4)

ú  Ballymaloe House
(Ballycotton, County Cork, C4)

ú  Dungarvan (County Waterford, C4) 

ú   Clarinbridge & Kilcolgan 
(County Galway, C3)
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Family
Days Out b
There are plenty of family-friendly 
activities throughout the country, 
from heritage museums to ziplines 
across a forest canopy.

  Castle Ward Estate
(County Down, D2)

  Lough Key Forest Park 
(County Roscommon, C3)

  Tayto Park (County Meath, D3)

  Great Western Greenway
(County Mayo, B3)

  Fota Wildlife Park 
(County Cork, C4)

  Tralee Bay Wetlands Centre 
(County Kerry, B4)
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Ancient 
Monuments 
Thanks to the pre-Celts, Celts and 
early Christians, ancient and mo-
nastic sites are a feature of the Irish 
landscape. Thanks to the Vikings 
and Henry VIII, many of these are 
ruins, but no less impressive.

á  Clonmacnoise 
(County Off aly, C3)

á  Dun Aengus (Aran Islands, B3)

á  Athassel Priory 
(County Tipperary, C4)

á  Carrowkeel (County Sligo, C3)

á  Athenry (County Galway, C3) 

á  Devenish Island 
(County Fermanagh, C2)
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Irish
Music D
Western Europe's most vibrant folk 
music is Irish traditional music, best 
enjoyed in the convivial company of 
an old-fashioned pub.

  Tig Cóilí (Galway, C3)

  The Cobblestone (Dublin, D3)

  Gus O'Connor's (Doolin, B3)

  Peadar O'Donnell's (Derry, C2) 

  Matt Molloy’s (Westport, B3)

  Marine Bar (Ring Peninsula, C4)
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Great 
Views p
Irish scenery is among the most 
spectacular in Europe, with 
breathtaking views and stunning 
landscapes throughout the whole 
country. There are the famous 
spots, of course, but they’re not 
alone.

æ  Binevenagh
(County Londonderry, D2)

æ  Powerscourt Estate 
(County Wicklow, D3)

æ  Conor Pass (County Kerry, B4)

æ  Poisoned Glen 
(County Donegal, C2)

æ  Priest's Leap (County Cork, B4)

æ  Sky Road (County Galway, B3)

A
LR

ED
O

S
A

Z
/S

H
U

T
T

ER
S

TO
C

K
 ©

Traditional
Pubs u
Everybody’s got their favourite, 
so picking the best ones is a futile 
exercise. What can be done, 
however, is to select a handful that 
won’t disappoint you, especially if 
you’re looking for a traditional pub in 
the classic mould.

û  Mulligan’s (Dublin, D3)

û  Blakes of the Hollow 
(Enniskillen, C2)

û  John Benny’s Pub (Dingle Town, B4)

û  McCarthy’s (Fethard, C4)

û  Tigh Neachtain (Galway, C3)

û  Vaughan’s Pub (Kilfenora, C3)
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IRELAND
P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover Ireland's top regional sights, and 
experience it through an inspiring list of themes
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Opening Hours C
The following are high-season 
opening hours.

Banks 10am to 4pm Monday to 
Friday (to 5pm Thursday)

Pubs 10.30am to 11.30pm 
Monday to Thursday, 10.30am 
to 12.30am Friday and Saturday, 
noon to 11pm Sunday (30 minutes 
‘drinking up’ time allowed); closed 
Christmas Day and Good Friday

Restaurants Noon to 10.30pm; 
many close one day of the week

Shops 9.30am to 6pm Monday 
to Saturday (to 8pm Thursday in 
cities), noon to 6pm Sunday

T H E  S O U T H E A S T T H E  S O U T H E A S T 

KILKENNY CIT Y D 4
From its regal castle to its soaring medieval cathedral, 
Kilkenny exudes permanence and culture. Local arti-
sans sell their wares at classy boutiques, chefs make 
the most of the county’s wonderful produce and you 
can enjoy the local brews at scores of delightful pubs.

ROCK OF CASHEL C 4
Soaring up from the green pastures, this spectacular 
ancient fortress was the seat of kings and churchmen 
for more than a thousand years. Its impervious walls 
guard an awesome enclosure with a complete round 
tower, a 13th-century Gothic cathedral and the fi nest 
12th-century Romanesque chapel in Ireland. 

WATERFORD CIT Y D 4
This thousand-year-old city retains vestiges of its 
Viking and Norman past in the narrow streets and town 
walls of the so-called Viking Triangle, where three ex-
cellent museums tell the story of Ireland's Middle Ages 
better than in any other city in the country.Rock of Cashel
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T H E  S O U T H W E S T T H E  S O U T H W E S T 

CORK CIT Y C 4
Cork is home to an enticing collection of art galleries, 
museums and top places to eat, from cheap cafes to 
high-end gourmet restaurants. At the heart of it is the 
simply wonderful English Market, a covered produce 
market that is an attraction unto itself.

RING OF KERRY B 4
This 179km circuit of the Iveragh Peninsula winds 
past pristine beaches, medieval ruins, mountains and 
loughs, with ever-changing views of the island-dotted 
Atlantic, particularly between Waterville and Caher-
daniel in the peninsula's spectacular southwest.

DINGLE  B 4
In the Dingle Peninsula’s beating heart, fi shing boats 
unload fresh fi sh and shellfi sh, many pubs are un-
touched since their earliest incarnations, artists sell 
their creations (including beautiful jewellery with Irish 
designs), and toe-tapping trad sessions take place 
around roaring pub fi res.English Market, Cork City
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T H E  E A S T  C O A S T T H E  E A S T  C O A S T 
&  M I D L A N D S&  M I D L A N D S

DUBLIN D 3
From world-class museums and entertainment, to 
superb dining and top-grade hotels, Dublin has all 
the baubles of a major international metropolis. But 
the real clincher is Dubliners themselves, who are 
friendly, easygoing and welcoming. And it's the home 
of Guinness.

GLENDALOU GH D 3
The ruins of St Kevin’s monastic retreat (which later be-
came one of Ireland's most dynamic universities) cou-
pled with the stunning surrounds of a glacial lake nestled 
at the base of a forested valley, are unforgettable.

BRÚ NA BÓINNE D 3
Looking at once ancient and yet eerily futuristic, 
Newgrange's immense, round, white stone walls 
topped by a grass dome are an extraordinary sight. 
Part of the vast Neolithic necropolis Brú na Bóinne 
(the Boyne Palace), it contains Ireland's finest Stone 
Age passage tomb.

Irish Museum of Modern Art, 
Dublin
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T H E  N O R T HT H E  N O R T H

BELFAST D2
Northern Ireland's capital city is buzzing with new-
found confi dence, having reinvented itself as a major 
tourist hot spot. Attractions range from Titanic Belfast, 
a multimedia celebration of the famous ocean liner 
(built and launched here), to the grimly fascinating 
corridors of Crumlin Road Gaol.

DONEGAL'S COAST C 2
The craggy, crenellated Donegal coastline forms a 
dramatic section of the Wild Atlantic Way. Ireland’s 
northwestern corner is an untamed collection of 
soaring cliff s and lonely, sheep-speckled headlands. 
Between them are secluded coves and long stretches 
of white, powdery sand and prime surf.

CAUSE WAY COAST D2
Put on your walking boots by the swaying Carrick-a- 
Rede rope bridge, then follow the rugged coastline past 
Ballintoy Harbour and the geological wonder of the 
Giant's Causeway, as well as cliff s, sandy beaches and 
ruined castles, before fi nishing with a dram at the Old 
Bushmills Distillery.

DERRY CIT Y C 2
Explore Derry’s tormented past by walking the walls, 
visiting the Bogside and the famous murals that tell 
the tale of resistance and defi ance. Then lose yourself 
in the superb live-music scene and terrifi c nightlife, an 
almost certain guarantee of a memorable night out.

Titanic Belfast 
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T H E  S H A N N O N  R E G I O N T H E  S H A N N O N  R E G I O N 

CLIFFS OF MOHER B 3
The towering stone faces of these iconic cliff s have 
a jaw-dropping dramatic beauty that's enlivened by 
scores of seabirds, including cute little puffi  ns. Along 
the coast are appealing villages like music-fi lled 
Ennistimon and the surfer mecca of Lahinch.

THE BU RREN C 3
Discover lost dolmens and abandoned abbeys among 
the arid expanses of the Burren. Vistas of the rocky 
moonscape stretch in all directions from the tiny village 
of Carron, where wildfl owers that bloom in this bare, 
ethereal landscape are made into perfumes.

ADARE C 4
Adare’s reputation as ‘Ireland’s prettiest village’ cen-
tres on its clutch of perfectly preserved 19th-century 
thatched cottages, which today house craft shops and 
some of the county’s fi nest restaurants, with prestig-
ious golf courses and the picturesque feudal ruin of 
Desmond Castle nearby.

Cliffs of Moher
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CONNEMAR A B 3
A fi ligreed coast of tiny coves and beaches is the 
Connemara Peninsula's beautiful border with the 
Atlantic. Wandering characterful roads bring you from 
one charming village to another. Inland, fantastically 
desolate valleys, green hills, yellow wildfl owers and wild 
streams provide elemental beauty. 

GALWAY CIT Y C 3
Ireland's liveliest city literally hums through the night 
at music-fi lled pubs where you can hear three old guys 
playing spoons and fi ddles or a hot, young band. Join 
the locals as they bounce from place to place and enjoy 
the craic.

CARROWMORE MEGALITHIC CEME TERY C 2
One of the most signifi cant megalithic monuments in 
Europe, the collection of stone circles, passage tombs 
and dolmens at Carrowmore is a fascinating mystery, 
especially its mathematical relationship with the rising 
and setting of the sun at Halloween. 

AR AN ISL ANDS B 3
Easily visible from the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare along the Wild Atlantic Way, the rocky, windswept 
Aran Islands sing their own siren song to travellers who 
fi nd their desolate beauty beguiling. Ancient forts here 
are some of the oldest in Ireland.

Galway City
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Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery
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