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THE WEST

CONNEMARA B3

Afiligreed coast of tiny coves and beaches is the
Connemara Peninsula's beautiful border with the
Atlantic. Wandering characterful roads bring you from
one charming village to another. Inland, fantastically
desolate valleys, green hills, yellow wildflowers and wild
streams provide elemental beauty.

GALWAY CITY C3

Ireland's liveliest city literally hums through the night
at music-filled pubs where you can hear three old guys
playing spoons and fiddles or a hot, young band. Join
the locals as they bounce from place to place and enjoy
the craic.

CARROWMORE MEGALITHIC CEMETERY C2
One of the most significant megalithic monuments in
Europe, the collection of stone circles, passage tombs
and dolmens at Carrowmore is a fascinating mystery,
especially its mathematical relationship with the rising
and setting of the sun at Halloween.
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Poisoned Glen

The views down this Donegal valley
are breathtaking; the final touch is the
ruined church at the foot of the glen.

poNEGAL'S coasT O

DERRY CIT
ARAN ISLANDS B3

Easily visible from the coast of counties Galway and
Clare along the Wild Atlantic Way, the rocky, windswept
Aran Islands sing their own siren song to travellers who
find their desolate beauty beguiling. Ancient forts here
are some of the oldest in Ireland.

Peadar O'Donnell's

Rowdy traditional music
sessions every night andoften
on weekend afternoons.

¢ NORT

‘Carrowmore Megalithic Cemeter.

n

Devenish Islan
Ruins of an AugL
and near-perfect
0 the biggestislan

@ Blakes of the

Discover Ireland's top regional sights, and § ‘ CARROWMORE Ulster's besty
experience it through an inspiring list of themes § MEGALITHIC CEMETERY : ina Victoriani
§ Carrowkeel
E Megalithic cemetery with cairns,
g Matt Molloy's dolmens and majestic views.
“Q 3 The Chieftain's fife player owns this
> ! Westport pub where the live céilidh @ Lough Key Forest Park
When to Go = (session of traditional music and This 142-hectare parkincludes a

300m-long canopy walk'and an

dancing) kicks off at 9pm nightly.
outdoor adventure playground.

¢s"

High Season (Jun—-mid-Sep)
Weather at its best. Accomm-
odation rates at their highest
(especially in August). Tourist
peak in Dublin, Kerry, southern
and western coasts.

Great Western Greenway

Flat and popular bike path from (ﬁ)
Westport to Achill with plenty of
castles and sites to see along the way.

Tig Coili (P
Galway's best trad
sessions are held in a pub

Tigh Neachtain

One of Ireland’s best-known
traditional pubs, with a
roaring open fire and
atmosphere to spare.
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Cliffs of Moher

BR!
CONNEMARA

Sky Road & O

Astonishing views over the sea
from this dramatic coastal road

THE SHANNON REGION

Shoulder Season (Easter—May,
mid-Sep—0Oct)

Weather often good: sun and rain
in May; 'Indian summers' and

Lots of fun for
Europe's |
roller coaster,

Athenry
A magnificent castle,
Dominican priory, an

CLIFFS OF MOHER B3
The towering stone faces of these iconic cliffs have
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often warmin September. Sum-
mer crowds and accommodation
rates drop off.

Low Season (Nov-Feb)

Reduced opening hours from
October to Easter; some destina-
tions close. Cold and wet weather
throughout the country; fog can
reduce visibility. Big city attrac-
tions operate as normal.

a jaw-dropping dramatic beauty that's enlivened by
scores of seabirds, including cute little puffins. Along
the coast are appealing villages like music-filled
Ennistimon and the surfer mecca of Lahinch.

THE BURREN C3

Discover lost dolmens and abandoned abbeys among
the arid expanses of the Burren. Vistas of the rocky
moonscape stretch in all directions from the tiny village
of Carron, where wildflowers that bloom in this bare,
ethereal landscape are made into perfumes.

ADARE C4
Adare's reputation as ‘Ireland’s prettiest village' cen-
tres oniits clutch of perfectly preserved 19th-century
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just outside Clifden in Connemara.

Dun Aengus

Stunning Stone Age fort perched perilously

on Inishmore's cliffs and protected by
remarkable limestone spikes. o O

ARAN ISLANDS
CLIFFS OF MOHER

THE .

whose name means
‘house of music'.

GALWAY CITY

A 19th-century
hostelry witha
rollicking atmosphere.

@ Vaughan's Pub

0 of town walls.

Clarinbridge & Kilcolgan
Gus O'Connor's @ Experience the freshest of
Ireland’s iconic oysters at
various restaurants or the
annual oyster festival,

©  (OTHE BURREN

original market cross

and lengthy sections

0 Clonmacnoise
An ancient monastic city glot
placed overlooking the River
with numerous early churche
crosses, round towers and gt

r
HE
EAS

Superb bar in Kilfenora with an
outstanding reputation for

traditional music.

N
HANNON REG'®
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