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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 
We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make 
our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that 
your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.
com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your 
comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, 
websites and digital products, so let us know if you don't want 
your comments reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a 
copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Climate map data adapted from Peel MC, Finlayson 
BL &  McMahon TA (2007) ‘Updated World Map 
of the Köppen-Geiger Climate Classification’, 
Hydrology and Earth System Sciences, 11, 163344.

Cover photographs: Front: Country road in County 
Sligo, Cahir Davitt/Alamy ©; Back: Cliffs of Moher, 
Patryk Kosmider/Shutterstock ©

THIS BOOK
This 1st edition of Galway & the West of Ireland Road 
Trips was researched and written by Belinda Dixon. 
This guidebook was produced by the following:

Destination Editor Cliff Wilkinson

Senior Product Editors Daniel Bolger, 
Jessica Ryan

Regional Senior Cartographer Mark Griffiths

Cartographer Julie Sheridan

Product Editor Will Allen

Book Designer Katherine Marsh

Assisting Editors Andrew Bain, Imogen 
Bannister, Nigel Chin, Carly Hall, Kellie Langdon, 
Lou McGregor, Rosie Nicholson, Kristin Odijk, 
Gabrielle Stefanos, Simon Williamson

Assisting Cartographer Alison Lyall

Cover Researcher Naomi Parker

Thanks to Sasha Drew, Susan Paterson, Rachel 
Rawling, Angela Tinson

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime 
– across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, 
Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a 
great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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abbeys

Ballintubber Abbey 87
Cong Abbey 38, 76
Kylemore Abbey 73
Rosserk Abbey 86
Sligo Abbey 88

accessible travel 120-1
accommodation 23, 114, 115-16
Achill Island 29, 81-5, 82
air travel 114
Aran Islands 24-5, 45-6, 48, 

64-71
archaeological sites, see 
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area codes 120
ATMs 100, 118, 120
Aughris Head 31-2

B
Ballina 30-1, 86-7
Ballinrobe 38-9
Ballycastle 85
Ballycroy National Park 29-30
Ballyvaughan 45, 107
bathhouses 31, 32
beaches

Achill Island 29, 83
Easkey 31
Enniscrone 31
Keem Bay Beach 81

Lackan Strand 85
Lacken Strand 30
Omey Strand 40
Spanish Point 20
Trawmore Beach 82-3

bicycling, see cycling
birdwatching 32, 101
boat travel 114
boat trips 76, 79, 91, 101
border crossings 112
Boycott, Captain Charles 

Cunningham 38
budget 23, 116, 117
Burren, the 101-2
business hours 119

C
car travel, see driving
Castlebar 87-8
castles, see forts & castles
cathedrals, see churches & 

cathedrals
caves 38, 102-3, 107
Céide Fields 85
cell phones 23, 120
children, travel with 29
churches & cathedrals

Church of the Holy Mary 
of the Immaculate 
Conception 68

Collegiate Church of St 
Nicholas of Myra 75

Ennis Cathedral 92
Ennis Friary 92
Galway Cathedral 53

St Mary’s Church 38-9
Claddagh rings 62
Clare 43-9, 92-107
Clarke, Harry 38
Cliffs of Moher 9, 46, 100-1
climate 22
Cong 38, 76-8
Connemara 9, 71-3
Connemara National Park 40
cooking classes 61
costs 23, 116, 117
County Clare 43-9, 92-107
County Galway 52-75
County Mayo 27-32, 76-88
County Sligo 27-32, 88-91
credit cards 118
currency 22
Cushlough Bay 39
cycling

Achill Island 83
Ennis 92-3
Sligo Town 88
Westport 78

D
Delphi 40, 78
disabilities, travellers with 

120-1
dolphin watching 31, 48, 

96, 97-8
Doolin 24, 102-5
Dooney Rock 91
Downpatrick Head 85
driving 22, 109-13000 Map pages
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Dun Aengus 24, 64-5
Dun Briste 85
DVDs 119

E
Easkey 31
electricity 116
emergencies 22, 113
Ennis 18-20, 44-5, 92-5, 94
Enniscrone 31
Ennistimon 20-1, 46, 95, 

99-100
etiquette 118
events, see festivals & events
exchange rates 118-19

F
Father Ted 46, 66, 69, 106
ferry travel 114
festivals & events

arts & culture 40, 55, 66, 
84, 89

Father Ted 66, 106
film 55
food 30-1, 55, 56
LGBTQI+ 56
literature 55, 89
matchmaking 105
music 20, 25, 84, 89, 93, 103
sports 55-6

fishing 30-1, 37-8, 86
food 23, 116-17, 118

cooking classes 61
costs 23, 117
etiquette 118
festivals 30-1, 55, 56
goat’s cheese 67, 102
oysters 36, 56, 73
salmon 30-1
tours 53, 73

forts & castles
Ashford Castle 38

Belleek Castle 86
Doonagore Castle 103
Dun Aengus 24, 64-5
Dún Chonchúir 67
Dún Dúchathair 65
Dún Eochla 66
Dún Fearbhaigh 67
Grace O’Malley’s Castle 82
Leamaneh Castle 106-7
Lynch’s Castle 75
O’Brien’s Castle 46
Parke’s Castle 91

fuel 22, 111-12

G
galleries, see museums & 

galleries
Galway (County) 52-75
Galway City 9, 10-11, 18, 36, 

52-64, 54-5
accommodation 11, 56-8
drinking & nightlife 61-2
entertainment 62
festivals & events 55-6
food 10, 58-61
history 52
shopping 62-3
sights 52-3, 74-5
tourist information 63
tours 53-5
travel within 10, 63-4
walking tours 74-5
websites 11

gardens 48
gas 22, 111-12
Gleann Mór 40
Great Famine 101
Guinness, Arthur 38

H
Hag’s Head 100
health 118
hiking & walking

Achill Island 83

Ballycroy National Park 30
Burren, the 101-2
Cliffs of Moher 100
Connemara National 

Park 73
Doolin Cliff Walk 103
Galway 55
Inishbofin 72
Inisheer 71
Lackan Bay 86
Loop Head 97
Sligo Town 88
Westport 78

historic sites & ruins, see 
also forts & castles
Burren, the 101
Céide Fields 85
Easkey 31
Ennis 45
Hall of the Red Earl 53, 74
Inchagoill 36-7
Na Seacht dTeampaill 66
Spanish Arch 53, 74
St Mary’s Well 85-6
Teampall Chiaráin 66
Wall of Enda 69

holidays 119-20
horse racing 55-6
horse riding 72, 79, 84

I
Inchagoill 36-8
Inchiquin 37
Inishbofin 40, 72-3
Inisheer 24-5, 46, 69-71
Inishmaan 45, 67-9
Inishmore 24, 45, 64-7, 65
Innisfree Island 91
insurance 109
internet access 23, 118
internet resources 11, 23, 111

K
kayaking 76-7

000 Map pages
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Kilcullen’s Seaweed Baths 
31, 32

Kilfenora 21, 23, 106-7
Kilkee 95
Killala 30, 85-6
Kilrush 48, 96

L
language 22, 122-3
Letterfrack 73
LGBTQI+ travellers 56, 117
lighthouses 38, 48, 97
Lisdoonvarna 23-4, 105-6
Loop Head 46, 48, 97-99
Lough Corrib 36-8
Lough Gill 32, 91
Lough Mask 38

M
maps 110
markets 53, 56, 99
Mayo 27-32, 76-88
measures 119
Miltown Malbay 20, 98-9
mineral springs 23
mobile phones 23, 120
money 22, 23, 118
motorcycle travel, see driving
Mt Croaghaun 83
Mt Slievemore 83
Mulranny 83
museums & galleries

Burren Centre 106
Clare Museum 92
Clew Bay Heritage Centre 78
Fishery Watchtower 53
Galway City Museum 

52-3, 74
Jackie Clarke Collection 86
Model 88
National Museum of 

Country Life 87
Sligo County Museum 32
Yeats Memorial Building 88

music 18-25, 110, 112
Craiceann Inis Oírr Interna-

tional Bodhrán Summer 
School 25

festivals 84, 89, 93, 103
Kilfenora Céili Band 21-2
Willie Clancy Summer 

School 20

N
national parks

Ballycroy 29-30
Connemara 40

O
O’Malley, Grace 30, 82
Omey Island 40
opening hours 119

P
parking 111
parks 48, 53
petrol 22, 111-12
photography 119
Pigeon Hole 38
Plassy 46, 69
plugs 116
Potato Famine 29
public holidays 119-20

R
radio 112
River Moy 30
road conditions 110-11
road distances 110
road rules 111
ruins, see historic sites & 

ruins

S
safety 110-11, 112, 119-20
Scattery Island 97
seaweed baths 31, 32

shipwrecks 46, 69
Sligo (County) 27-32, 88-91
Sligo Town 32, 88-91, 90
smoking 119
Spanish Point 20
surfing 31

T
taxes 120
telephone services 120
time 119
tipping 23
tourist information 120
Tourmakeady 39
transport 23, 114-15, see 

also driving
travel seasons 22
TV 119
Twelve Bens 40

V
vacations 119-20
VAT refunds 120
vegetarian & vegan 

travellers 117
visas 22, 121

W
walking, see hiking & walking
walking tours 74-5, 75
waterfalls 20, 39
weather 22
websites 11, 23, 111
weights 119
Westport 28-9, 78-81, 79
whale watching 100
wi-fi 23, 118
Willie Clancy Summer 

School 20

Y
Yeats, William Butler (WB) 

32, 88, 89, 91
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OUR  
WRITERS

BELINDA DIXON
Only happy when her feet are suitably sandy, Belinda has been (gleefully) 
travelling, researching and writing for Lonely Planet since 2006. It’s seen her 
navigating mountain passes and soaking in hot-pots in Iceland’s Westfjords, 
marvelling at Stonehenge at sunrise; scrambling up Italian mountain paths; 
horse riding across Donegal’s golden sands; gazing at Verona’s frescoes; 
and fossil hunting on Dorset’s Jurassic Coast. Then there’s the food and 

drink: truffled mushroom pasta in Salo; whisky in Aberdeen, Balti in Birmingham, grilled fish 
in Dartmouth; wine in Bardolino. And all in the name of research. Belinda is also a podcaster 
and adventure writer and helps lead wilderness expeditions. See her blog posts at https://
belindadixon.com.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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