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Before You Go

You can have a fantastic time in Japan’'s major
cities without speaking Japanese, but even just a
few phrases will help you make friends, attract

smiles and advice from locals, and ensure you
have a rich and rewarding travel experience.
You could experience the best meal of your
trip in a hidden-away izakaya, find a tiny art
gallery off the tourist trail or taste delicious

locally brewed sake.

PRONUNCIATION TIPS

Japanese pronunciation is not
considered difficult for English
speakers. Unlike some other
Asian languages, it has no
tones and most of its sounds
are also found in English.

* Vowels in Japanese can

be either short or long. The
long ones should be held
twice as long as the short ones
and are represented in our
pronunciation guides with a
horizontal line on top of them.

* Most consonant sounds are
pretty close to their English
counterparts. Pronounce the
double consonants with a
slight pause between them, as
this can change the meaning.
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MUST-KNOW GRAMMAR

* Japanese does not have
words equivalent to the
English indefinite and definite
articles ‘a/an’ and ‘the’:

It’s a/the hotel. 57 /LT,
(lit: hotel is) ho-te-ru des

present | T

positive : des

present Lodbb EtA

negative jaa-ri-ma-sen

past TL

positive desh-ta

past LedbhEHA

negative : TL7Z
jaari-ma-sen
desh-ta




* Japanese has

various levels of

formality. The

standard polite

ending -mas £7°

(given in this book) is

the safe middle ground,

and suitable for most
situations

* As in English, adjectives
come before the noun eg:

oY AN ES=F A NAYAS <L/ A

(lit: that-over-there wa beautiful
building is) a-re wa ki-ré na
ta-te-mo-no des

* There is/There are

There are two ways of
expressing that something
exists in Japanese. For animate
objects (people and animals)
the verb i'mas (\ £ 9) is used.
For inanimate objects (things)
a-ri-mas (& Y £7) is used.

* Possessives The easiest way
to indicate possession is to use
the possessive particle no

(@) after the noun, pronoun or
proper noun that indicates who
or what possesses something,
eg: my friend (FLO i)
wa-ta-shino to-mo-da-chi

SOUNDS FAMILIAR?

Numerous Japanese words
are already part of English
vocabulary - most of us are
familiar with karaoke, sushi,
ramen, anime, sake...

Fast Talk Japanese

Don't worry if you've never
learnt Japanese (HAGE
ni-hon-go) before —it's all
about confidence. You don't
need to memorise endless
grammatical details or long
lists of vocabulary - you just
need to start speaking. You
have nothing to lose and
everything to gain when the
locals hear you making an
effort. And remember that
body language and a sense
of humour have arole to
play in every culture.

“you just need to start
speaking”

Even if you use the very
basics, such as greetings
and civilities, your travel
experience will be the better
for it. Once you start, you'll
be amazed how many
prompts you'll get to help
you build on those first
words. You'll hear people
speaking, pick up sounds
and expressions from the
locals, catch a word or two
that you know from TV
already, see something

on a billboard - all these
things help to build your
understanding.
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Phrases

to Tearn Before You Go

How do | get to...?

e NEE TR N T A

...ewadoike-batdeska
Finding a place can be difficult in Japan. Addresses usually
give an area, not a street; practice asking directions.

What's the local speciality?
HITCEHEIAT A 8 D F 357
ji-mo-to-ryo-ri wa na-ni ga a-ri-mas ka
Throughout Japan most areas have a speciality dish and
locals usually love to talk about food.
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Please bring a (knife/fork/spoon).
(FA7/) TH—0 /AT =) %L TEE,
(nai-fu/fo-ku/span) o ku-da-sai
If you haven’t quite mastered the art of eating with chopsticks,
don’t be afraid to ask for cutlery in a restaurant.

I'd like a nonsmoking seat, please.

L R ST AN D S

ki-nen-se-ki 0 o-ne-gai-shi-mas
There are smoking seats in many restaurants and on some
bullet trains so be sure to specify if you want smoke-free.

Can you recommend any local tourist attractions?

HITCOBOEAR Y MR LET A

ji-mo-to no kan-kd su-potto 0 o su-su-me shi-mas ka
Locals will be happy to recommend places for you to visit, and
often will go out of their way to tell you the best way to get
there and enjoy it to the fullest.
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Phrases

to Sound {ike a focal

Great! FZn! su-goy
Sure HLHhAA mo-chi-ron
Hey! Hrok cho'to

Justaminute ®x-&%>T chotomatte

09 NOA 3404319

It's OK [AIANS Tyo

No problem XXtk dai-jo-bu

Good luck! RS> T! gam-bat-te
Seriously? ~? mayji
Really? EAL? hon-to

Noway! &Y x7&Ww!  arienai
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What time is
(the next bus)?

Where is
(the station)?

Where can |
(buy a ticket)?

Do you have (a
map)?

Is there
(a toilet)?

I'd like
(the menu).

How much is
(this dress)?

Can|l (take a
photo)?

Do | need a
(reservation)?

Can you (write

down the price)?

Phrases

to Start a Sentence

(KD SR HECTA?

(tsu-gi no bas wa) nan-ji des ka

BRI

(eki)wa do-ko des ka

WD) E T C(RR)ET Y

(kip-pu wa) do-ko de ka-e-mas ka

() 2880 EF 2

(chi-zu) ga a-ri-mas ka

(M VBB ET Y

(toy-re) ga a-ri-mas ka

(A2 ) EBECLET

(me:ny0) o o-ne-gai shi-mas

(EZORLRNENL B TF 22

(ko-no do-re-su) wa i-ku-ra des ka

(BEAR O BT

(sha-shin o tot'te) mo1des ka

(TROBLICT Y

(yo-ya-ku) ga hi-tsu-yo des ka

(EBEEFENO BB ETH?

(ne-dan) o kai-te mo-ra-e‘mas-ka



Chatling &

Baasics

= Tast Phrases

Hello/Goodbye ZARBIF/ SRS D
kon-ni-chi-wa/sa-y6-na-ra

Please/Thankyou <7Z&WW/HVRED
ku-da-sai/a-ri-ga-tdo

Do you speak PFEDFEE E T
English? &-go ga ha-na-se-‘mas ka

Hello/Hi ZATHBIE
kon-ni-chi-wa

Goodbye SE97n
sa-yo-na-ra

Yes/No [ELAVARIAY-4
hai/ 1-ye

Please (asking) <lEawn
ku-da-sai

Please (offering) Loz
do-zo

Thank you (very much). (&2 8)H0NE H(TSNET),
(d6-mo) a-ri-ga-to (go-zai-mas)

You're welcome. EonieLELT
do i-ta-shi-mash-te
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Do you speak English?  #e3BEA3GEH &£ 907
é-go ga ha-na-se‘mas ka

Excuse me (to get ThHEEL
attention) su-mi-ma-sen
Sorry THATEE

go-men-na-sai

Meeting & Greeling
Hello/Hi ZATHIX
kon-ni-chi-wa
Good morning BixLH>(TEET)
0-ha-yo (go-zai‘mas)
Good afternoon ZATHIE
kon-ni-chi-wa
Good evening ZAEAE
kom-ban-wa
Goodbye/See ya Skomn/ U
sa-ydo-na-ra/jama-ta
How are you? BILKTT N
o-gen-ki des ka
Fine, thanks. And 13\, TR TY, HAe/ix?
you? hai, gen-ki des a-na-tawa

Titles

Mr/ Ms/Mrs/Miss &
san

Sir/Madam S E
sa-ma
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language Difficulties

Do you speak English?

HERED G E 7
é-go ga ha-na-se-mas ka

Does anyone speak
English?

EIR e ISEEDEEE £ T 7
do-na-ta ga é-go ga ha-na-se‘mas-ka

Do you understand?

DN FE LIen?
wa-ka-ri-mash-ta-ka

| don’t understand. L EE A
wa-ka-ri-ma-sen
| speak a little. P LEEET,

su-ko-shi ha-na-se-mas

What does ... mean?

L ATE IV ERT Y
. wado yui-mides ka

Could you please
repeat that?

MR LT uEE AN
ku-ri-ka-e-shi-te ku-re:-ma-sen ka

How do you pronounce
this?

ZHULE D REFE L ETN?
ko-re wa do ha-tsu-on shi-mas ka

How do you write ...?

L EE Y FEEETN?
... wa do ka-ki-mas ka

Could you please
speak more slowly?

bolwo D EELTINERAMN?
mot-to yuk-ku-ri ha-na-shi-te
ku-re‘ma-sen ka

Slowly,
please!

DoV ERLT,
yuk-ku-ri ha-na-shi-te

Could you please write
it down?

ENTINEFAN?
kai-te ku-re-ma-sen ka
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N
@ Starting Out

When starting to speak another language,
your biggest hurdle is saying aloud what may seem to be
just a bunch of sounds. The best way to do this is to memo-
rise a few key words, like ‘hello’, ‘thank you’ and ‘how
much?’, plus at least one phrase that’s not essential, eg
‘how are you, ‘see you later’ or ‘it’s very cold/hot’ (people
love to talk about the weather!). This will enable you to
make contact with the locals, and when you get a reply and
a smile, it’ll also boost your confidence.
G J

T
> Introductions
= (Excuse me but) What's  (J<AL T 23, )B4 Al T3 0?2
g your name? (shi-tsu-ré des ga) o-na-ma-e wa
~ nan des ka
o My nameis ... FADAHNT - TT,
> wa-ta-shinona-ma-e wa ... des
@
o
% PRECSE BU LA o ommrorerecoommereeeeesesessmmmeneerccceesees
Thisis my ... ZbH b ko-chi-rawa
FhD--- T, wa-ta-shino ... des
child Tt ko-do-mo
colleague [ do-ryo
friend 3 to-mo-da-chi
husband/wife EYNE 3 shusjin/tsu'ma
partner NR= = pa-to-na
(initmate)
I'd like to introduce BRI LET,
you to ... ... 0 sho-kai shirmas

I'm pleased to meet you BN TETHINLVTT,
o-ai de-ki-te u-re-shides
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‘Personal Details

Where are you from? ELHMNBRE LIEN?
do-chi-ra ka-ra ki-mash-ta ka

PHRASE BUILDER

I'm from... - BRE L,
Australia ALZUT o-sto-ra-rya
Canada K ka-na-da
New Zealand Z2a2=P=FYF nyd ji -ran-do
The UK HE[EH i-gi-ri-su g
The USA TAU T a-me-ri-ka 5
:|
4
(2]
I'm single TR T, z
wa-ta-shi wa do-ku-shin des >
I'm married FUTFERE LT E T, <4
wa-ta-shi wa kek-kon shi-te i‘mas 8
divorced/ FLFBEE L £ L7z,
separated wa-ta-shi wa ri-kon shi-mash-ta

PHRASE BUILDER

Here's my ... ZHDBFELD-- ko-re ga wa-ta-shino...
What's your ... BT D1 a-na-tano...wa
AT nan des ka
phone number  EFFE 5 den-wa-ban-go
email address A—NT R meé-ru-a-do-res
LA

address fEpT ju-sho
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Occupations & Study

PHRASE BUILDER

I'm a/an...
office worker =tEE kai-sha-in
student/univer- A/ ga-ku-sei/
sity student KA dai-ga-ku-sei
retired RIERE T ji-e-gyo-sha des
self-employed HEEE shitsu-gyo-sha des
What are you studying? &l L TV ET

na-ni o ben-kyo shi-te i‘mas ka

PHRASE BUILDER

I'm studying... ... %&bk ... 0 ben-kyo
LTWET shi-tei:-mas
science BB F shi-zen-ka-ga-ku
humanities N SCRE: jin-bun-ka-ga-ku
business BEYRA bi-ji-nes
How old are you? BN HOTTH?
o-i-ku-tsu des ka
How old is your BT/ S AlE
(daughter/son)? BN DT N?

(mu-su-ko/mu-su-me)-san wa
o-i-ku-tsu des ka
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I'm ... years old FAE- % T,
wa-ta-shiwa ...-sai des

He/she is ... years old W/ 221 % 3% T,
ka-re/ ka-no-jo wa ...-sai des

Interests
What do you do in OFEREEMELETHI?
your spare time? hi-ma na to-ki na-ni o shi-mas ka

PHRASE BUILDER

|||ke ................... ﬁ)ﬁ%%f@'o ........... . gasuk|des ....... g
cooking R ryo-ri :I|
dancing i) o-do-ri =
music e on-ga-ku 2]
movies ] é-ga o
shopping B kai-mo-no g

o
Do you like ...? R E T @
...gasu-kides ka
I don't like (...) very CWBAEVITE TR0,
much ...ga an-ma-ri su-kija nai

PHRASE BUILDER

Do you FEFN? mas ka
go to concerts FA TIATE rai-bu nii-ki
listen to music HHARHE on-ga-ku o Ki-ki

play aninstrument  F#AEZEL  gakkioensoshi
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What bands do you like? £ A 7¢/ 3 R3Mf & T2
don-na ban-do ga su-ki des ka

What music do you like? £ A 723534 & T2
don-na on-ga-ku ga su-ki des ka

Do you like movies? BRI 733 & T a7

ei-ga ga su-ki
What kind of movies do & A ZgBEI AT & T 3?7
you like? don-na ei-ga ga su-ki des ka

TFeelings

(¢}
I
>
—|
Bl PHRASEBULDER
g I'm... LT, wa-ta-shiwa ... des
2 cold S sa-mui
w hot A at-sui
3 happy fmLw u-re-shi
o thirsty M A3 VBN no-do ga ka-wa-i-ta
@ sad FELNTT ka-na-shi
well JLR gen-ki
I'm hungry BIENZENTUVWET,
0-na-ka ga sui-te-i-mas
I'm tired FAT JEAVE LT,
wa-ta-shi wa tsu-ka-re-mash-ta
I'minahurry FLTETh,

wa-ta-shi wai-soi-de-ne
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Numbers

Cardinal Numbers

The numbers 4, 7 and 9 — and all other numbers containing
these numbers - have alternative pronunciations that are
completely interchangeable.

1 — i-chi

2 - ni

3 = san

4 2 shi/yon (2]
5 i g0 §
6 N ro-ku :'|
7 -t shi-chi/na-na z
8 N ha-chi :
9 " ku/kyt w
10 + ia o
1 +— joi-chi o
12 += jaeni @)
20 e ni-ja

21 B ni-ja-i-chi

22 B ni-ja-ni

30 = san-ja

40 DL+ yon-ju

50 FA- go-ja

60 R+ ro-ku-ja

70 t+ na-na-jd

80 N+ ha-chi-ja

90 i+ kyd-ja

100 = hya-ku
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200 _H ni-hya-ku
300 = sam-bya-ku
1,000 T sen
10,000 —JJ i-chi-man
1,000,000 =V hya-ku-man
100,000,000 —f& i-chi-o-ku
Ordinal Numbers

1st —%& i-chi-ban
2nd =% ni-ban

3rd = sam-ban
Useful Amounts

How many? DL BHN? do-no ku-rai
How much? n<o? i-ku-tsu

a little brok chotto

a lot/many 7 & A ta-ku-san
(100) grams (100) 7" 7 A hya-ku-gu-ra-mu
a kilo 1% 2 i-chi-ki-ro

a half a0y ham-bun

all Sl zem-bu
none 2L na-shi
Time

What time is it? AIRECY 732

nan-ji des ka
It's (ten) o'clock. (10)KF T,
(ja)-ji des

18



Five past (ten). (10)KF543 T4,
(ja)-ji go-fun des

Quarter past (ten). (10)H154y T,
(jay-jija-go-fun des
Half past (ten). Q0O)mT,
(ja)-ji han des
Quarter to (ten). (10)FF1543 /i CT9,
(ja)-ji ja-go-fun ma-e des
Twenty to (ten). (10)FF2045 7T,
(ja)-ji ni-jup-pun ma-e des
At what time ...? ATREIZ -2 g
nan-jini... >
At (ten). 10851z, o
Goiiy ni =
Y (2]
am P go-zen o
pm Ptk g0-g0 w
. >
morning ] a-sa "
day Arh nit-cha o
midday EF sho-go @
afternoon F% g0-g0
evening & Ji yo-ga-ta
midnight AT ma-yo-na-ka
night &’ yo-ru
Monday AR ge-tsu-yo-bi
Tuesday KIEH ka-yo-bi
Wednesday JKIEEH su-i-yo-bi

Thursday FN e mo-ku-yo-bi
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Friday 4R Kin-yo-bi
Saturday TR do-yo-bi
Sunday FE H ni-chi-yo-bi
Months

January 14 i-chi-ga-tsu
February 2A ni-ga-tsu
March 3A4 san-ga-tsu
April 44 shi-ga-tsu
May 5H go-ga-tsu
June 64 ro-ku-ga-tsu
July 7H shi-chi-ga-tsu
August 8H ha-chi-ga-tsu
September 94 ku-ga-tsu
October 10H ja-ga-tsu
November 11H ja-i-chi-ga-tsu
December 12A4 ja-ni-ga-tsu
summer = na-tsu
autumn ® aki

winter %4 fu-yu

spring * haru
Tenses
Present

now S i‘ma

this afternoon 4B DA kyo no go-go
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this morning ] ke-sa

this month 4R kon-ge-tsu

this week A kon-sha

this year AR ko-to-shi

today 4 H kyo

tonight LK kon-ya
Past

(three days) ago (3R)#l (mik-ka) ma-e o
day before yes- BLwn o-to-toy u
terday =
last month JeA sen-ge-tsu =
last night P ya-be g
last week SeiA sen-sha 2
last year FRCS kyo-nen g
since (May) GH»S (go-ga-tsu) kara (%]
yesterday D) ki-no 8
Future

day after HI-T a-sat-te

tomorrow

in (six days) (6H)#% (mu-i-ka) go

next ... Heos rai ...

next month KA rai-ge-tsu

next week ki rai-sha

next year KAR rai-nen

tomorrow A a-shi-ta

until (June) (6H)ET (ro-ku ga-tsu)

ma-de




o
T
>
-
=
z
o
3
w
>
2
o
7

Weather

What's the weather like? KKILE D TT0?
ten-ki wa do-des ka?

What's the weather forecast? KR T#HILE H TT 2
ten-ke-yo-ho wa do-des ka?

Today is ... AHIE - T,
kyo wa ... des

PHRASE BUILDER

Willitbe ... H#iHIZ - ash-tawa ...
tomorrow? TL X 97? de-sho ka
cold L sa-mui
raining W23 S a-me-ga-fu-ru
snowing FE03 D yu-ki-ga-fu-ru
sunny iy g0 hare
warm D3 ata-takai
windy D2 % ka-ze ga na-ru
Directions
Where’s ...? e XEZTTA? . wadokodes ka
What's the FEFTI3ART ju-sho wa nan
address? T des ka
How do | get LIANEED so-ko e wa do
there? TTFIXNNTTD?  j-ke-baTdes ka
Can you show me (Hti[XT) (chi-zu de)
(on the map)? #HzT o-shi-e-te
SHEHAD? ku-re-ma-sen ka
What (street) is ZDOGER)D ko-no (do-ro) no
this? AR na-ma-e wa nan
T n? des ka
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