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Treasures of the Nile

Many visitors now skip Cairo and fly direct to Luxor, the world’s largest open-air mu-
seum. There’s plenty to keep you busy here before spending a few days cruising the Nile, 
which is definitely the most relaxed way to see Egypt.

In Luxor spend two days on the east bank visiting Karnak and Luxor Temple and 
the brilliant Luxor Museum, as well as strolling through the souq. The next few days 
cycle around the west bank of the Nile where the major sights include the Valley of the 
Kings, the Ramesseum and the Memorial Temple of Hatshepsut. Try to save some 
energy for less-visited sights, such as Medinat Habu, the Tombs of the Nobles and 
Deir Al Medina, which can be just as rewarding.

In the second week arrange four days sailing up the Nile to Aswan on a budget-
friendly felucca or a luxurious dahabiyya; the shorter version is to find a taxi to take you 
there, stopping at the temples on the way. From Aswan you can visit the temples at Abu 
Simbel, perched on the edge of Lake Nasser.

2 
WEEKS
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In a month you can cover most of Egypt’s main sights – a trip of nearly 2000km. This 
takes in Egypt’s most romantic desert oasis and snorkelling in the Red Sea, as well as 
seeing the most important monuments along the Nile and enjoying the urban delights of 
Cairo.

On the first morning in Cairo, visit the Egyptian Museum to get a grasp on the coun-
try’s long history. Have a few days of urban delights in the modern metropolis. Along 
with the top sites, make time to sit in one of the city’s bustling ahwas (coffeehouses), 
wreathed in sweet shisha smoke. Next, visit the Pyramids of Giza and continue to the 
necropolis of Saqqara.

Head south from Cairo on the sleeper train to Aswan, where you can soak up Nubian 
culture and make the side trip for a day or two to the awesome temples of Abu Simbel. 
Sail back down the Nile from Aswan to Edfu on a felucca, or take a taxi stopping at 
various temples along the way, continuing on to Luxor. Visit the vast temple complex 
of Karnak, and Luxor Temple on the east bank, and then hang out on the west bank of 
the Nile for a few days – there is so much to see here. For a great day out of Luxor, take a 
boat or drive to the sacred site of Abydos, visiting the Ptolemaic temple at Dendara on 
the way.

When you’ve had your fill of ancient ruins, head from Luxor to Al Quseir for some 
days of snorkelling and relaxing on a Red Sea beach. When you’re done head back to Cai-
ro, and on the way stop in at the Monastery of St Paul and Monastery of St Anthony.

Return to Cairo and from there take the train to Alexandria and spend a couple of 
days in its wonderful cafes and museums. From there continue along the Mediterranean 
coast heading for Siwa Oasis, one of Egypt’s most idyllic spots. This is the best spot 
for hanging out for a few days, cycling around the oasis and perhaps going on a desert 
safari.
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Get a taste of contemporary urban life in 
Egypt’s two largest cities. The heaving 
metropolis of Cairo allows you to wander 
through time in its different quarters. In Al-
exandria, soak up cafe culture and catch a 
glimpse of the Graeco-Roman achievement.

In Cairo, head to the Egyptian Museum 
to immerse yourself in Egypt’s long history 
and then stroll through the faded elegance 
of Downtown. The next day visit the Pyra-
mids of Giza, and continue to the necrop-
olis of Saqqara. For contrast on your third 
day, take the metro to Coptic Cairo and 
visit the excellent Coptic Museum. Take a 
taxi to Al Azhar Park to enjoy lunch and 
great views over the city and then spend 
the afternoon in Islamic Cairo. On your 
last day, cafe-hop in leafy Zamalek, visit 
some art galleries and end atop the Cairo 
Tower for a final view.

The next morning, take an express train 
to Alexandria. Follow a morning in the 
stunning Bibliotheca Alexandrina with a 
visit to the excellent Alexandria National 
Museum. On your second day, indulge in 
nostalgia: ride the creaking streetcar and 
tour Pastroudis and other cafes where the 
city’s literati once sipped coffee.

1 
WEEK
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Alexandria

Pyramids of Giza

Saqqara

Urban Jaunt

The Western Desert offers a won-
derful mix of lush oasis gardens, stunning 
desert landscapes and ancient monuments. 
There’s nowhere in Egypt as peaceful as 
the oases.

Begin a trip to the amazing Western 
Desert with a bus from Cairo or Asyut 
to Al Kharga Oasis, and explore the Al 
Kharga Museum of Antiquities as well as 
the Graeco-Roman temples and tombs.

From Al Kharga, head northwest to 
Dakhla Oasis to see the fascinating, hive-
like mudbrick settlements of Balat and 
Al Qasr. Next, hop north to the small and 
quaint Farafra Oasis. From there you 
may be able to make a two- or three-day 
trip to camp in the stunning White De-
sert National Park, and then head for the 
closest oasis to Cairo, Bahariya.

The desert road from Bahariya to Siwa 
Oasis is currently closed, so you will have 
a long detour via Cairo to get there. Worth 
the trouble? Certainly. Perched on the edge 
of the Great Sand Sea, and surrounded by 
some staggeringly beautiful desert, Siwa is 
renowned for its dates as well as for being 
the place of the oracle where Alexander the 
Great was declared son of the god Amon.
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bicycle travel, see cycling
bird watching  244, 247
birds  467
Birqash Camel Market  159
Black Desert  285-6

tours  291
Blue Hole  389
boat travel see also  

dahabiyya, felucca
Aswan  247-8
Cairo  90
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courses  91-3
Doqqi  88-9, 101, 106-7, 

108-9, 112-13, 92
Downtown  57-61, 

98-100, 102-4, 108, 
112, 62

drinking & nightlife  
108-10

entertainment  110-12
festivals & events  97
food  54, 102-8
Garden City  64-5, 100
Gezira  86-8, 92
Heliopolis  89-98, 90
highlights  55
history  56
Islamic Cairo  70-85, 101-

2, 107-8, 109-12, 114, 
72, 77, 80

itineraries  57
metro  121, 120
Midan Ramses  61-4, 66
Mohandiseen  88-9, 

106-7, 94
mosques  10
shopping  112-22
sights  56-90
information  115-16
tours  93-7
travel advice  75, 79
travel to/from  116-19
travel with children  98
travel within  119-30
Zamalek  86-8, 100-1, 

104-6, 108-9, 112-
13, 94

Cairo Tower  86
Cambyses  294
camel safaris 49

Dahab  391
Nuweiba  397

car travel  492-3
Cavafy, Constantine  322
caves

Cave of St Anthony  
352-3

Cave of the Swimmers  
304

Rommel’s Cave Museum  
337

cell phones  16, 486
cemeteries

Commonwealth War 
Cemetery  333

Eastern Cemetery (Giza)  
124

Fatimid Cemetery  242
Northern Cemetery 

(Cairo) 84-6, 86
Western Cemetery 

(Giza)  124
children, travel with  47-9

Christianity  452-3
churches

Abu Mena  334
Church of St Anthony  

352
Church of St Barbara  69
Church of St George  68
Church of St Paul  353
Church of St Sergius & 

Bacchus  68-9
Hanging Church  67

Cleopatra VII  209, 307, 
436

climate  16, 22-4, see 
also individual regions

climate change  492
clothing etiquette  18, 

474-5
coffeehouses, see ahwas
Colossi of Memnon  

199-200
consulates  478
convents

Convent of the Holy 
Virgin  174

Wadi Feiran  408
Coptic Christian art  355
Coptic Christianity  452
Coptic sites  12
costs  17, 476, 478
courses

diving  45
language  320, 481

crafts  21, 114
credit cards  482
crime  472-3
crocodiles  239, 242
cruises

Nile River  10, 28-35, 10
cultural centres

Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
El Gouna  354

Carpet-Making  
Cooperative  279

Darb 1718  110
Fekra  257
Goethe Institut  112
Istituto Italiano Di 

Cultura  112
Netherlands-Flemish 

Institute  111
culture  21, 410-11, 448-53
currency  16, 482
customs regulations  477
cycling  228, 395, 491

D
Dahab  40, 388-95, 390

accommodation  392-3

activities  391-2
dangers  394
drinking & nightlife  394
food  393-4
information  394
sights  389-91
tours  392
travel to/from  394-5
travel within  395

dahabiyyas  32-3
Dahshur  149-50
Dakhla Oasis  275-82, 276
dancing  459
dangers, see also safe 

travel, safety
Aswan  252
Bawiti area  303
Cairo  115
Dahab  394
Hurghada  363
Luxor  226
Qasr Al Farafra  285
Sharm El Sheikh & 

Na’ama Bay  387
SInai  376-7
Siwa Oasis  303
Western Desert  268-9

Daraw  239
Darb Al Arba’een  274
Deir Al Medina  209-10
Deir Al Muharraq  173
Delta region  141-61, 142

climate  141
excursions  141
highlights  142
history  143
sights  141

Dendara  180-1, 181
desert tribes  450
deserts  20

Gilf Kebir  304
tours  291

diarrhoea  480
digestive health  480
Diocletian  415
disabilities, travellers with  

486-7
diving, see also snorkelling

Al Quseir  366
Alexandria  320
Dahab  389, 391
El Gouna  354
Hurghada  357-9
Marsa Alam  368-9gonna
Nuweiba  397
Ras Mohammed National 

Park  379-80
Red Sea  11, 36-46, 38-9, 

11, 46
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Safaga  364
Sha’ab Samadai  369
Sharm El Sheikh & 

Na’ama Bay  381, 383
dolphins  369
dress codes  18, 474-5
drinks  462-4
driving, see car travel
driving licences  493
drugs  481-2
dugongs  43, 43

E
Eastern Desert  368, 370-2
economy  410-11
Edfu  234-6, 236
Egyptian gods & goddesses  

436-8
Egyptian Museum 12, 

131-40, 12
highlights  134

El Alamein  333-5
El Gouna  41, 354-7
electricity  477-8
Elephantine Island  242
embassies  478
emergencies  17, 115

women travellers  475
environment  466-70
environmental issues  

467-9
erosion  470
Esna  231-3
etiquette  19, 297

dress codes  18, 474-5
food  465
springs  282

events  22-4, 97
exchange rates  17

F
fabric  485
Farafra Oasis  282-5, 283
feluccas  30, 32, 90, 216, 

247-8, 31 see also boat 
travel

female pharaohs  209
festivals  22-4, 97, 216

Siyaha Festival  299
films  410, 456-7
fishing 

Lake Nasser  262
Marine Park Islands  42
Qasr Ibrim  262

food  19, 460-5, 478, see 
also individual locations

football  450
forts & fortresses

Ain Umm Al Dabadib  
275

Citadel (Cairo)  81-2
Fort of Qaitbey  333
Fort Qaitbey  313
Ottoman Fortress  366
Qasr Ad Dush  275
Qasr Al Ghueita  274-5
Qasr Al Zayyan  275

Fortress of Shali  294-6, 
295

Forty Days Road  274
fountains

Sabil of Muhammed Ali 
Pasha  76

Sabil-Kuttab of Abdel 
Rahman Katkhuda  73

G
galleries see museums & 

galleries
gay travellers see LGBTIQ+ 

travellers
Geb  436
Gebel At Teir  165
Gebel Dakrur  298
Gebel Musa, see Mt Sinai
Gebel Silsila  236-7
geography  466
Gilf Kebir  304
Giza Pyramids  9, 122-30, 

123, 9, 49
accommodation  129
activities  128-9
animal rides  125
food  125, 130
Great Pyramid of  

Khufu  122
Pyramid of Khafre  124
Pyramid of Menkaure  

125
Queens’ Pyramids  124
sights  122-8
tickets  125
travel to/from  130

gods & goddesses  436-8
gold  485
Golden Mummies  288
Great Sand Sea  304
Great Temple of Ramses II  

263-4, 264

H
haggling  485
hammam  73

Hapy  436
harassment  475
Hathor  436
Hatshepsut  432
health  479-80
heat exhaustion  479
heatstroke  479
Heliopolis Colossus  89
henna  240
Hermopolis  169-70, 171
hieroglyphs  441-3
hiking

Mt Sinai  406-7
Sinai Trail  402

historic buildings
Baris Al Gedida  275

historic sites  21
Barrameya  371
Nilometer  65
Qasr Al Labakha  275
rock carvings (Bashendi)  

279
Site of the Massacre of 

the Mamluks  81
Wadi Hammamat  371

history  412-29
Arab conquest  419-20
British rule  423-4
Christian Egypt  415-19
Description de l’Egypte  

422
independence  424-9
Mamluk rule  420-1
Mohammed Ali  422-3
Napoleon  421-2
Nile River  412
pharaonic Egypt  430-47

hitching  493
holidays  483, 484
Horemheb  433
horse riding

Bawiti  298
Giza Pyramids  128-9
Luxor  215
Sinai  383

Horus  437
hot-air ballooning  216 
Hurghada  41, 357-64, 358, 

360, 362
accommodation  359-61
activities  358-9
drinking & nightlife  

361-2
entertainment  362
food  361
information  362-3
shopping  362
sights  357-8
tours  359

travel to/from  363
travel within  364

I
immigration  487-8, 489
insect bites  479
insurance

car  480
health  479
travel  480

internet access  480-1
internet resources  17
Isis  437
Islam  451-2
Islamic holidays  483
islands

Elephantine Island  242
Marine Park Islands  42
Pharaoh’s Island  400
Seheyl island  254-6

Ismailia  345-7, 346
itineraries  25-7, 25, 26, 27

Cairo  57

K
Karnak  185-94, 8-9
Khafre  432
Khan Al Khalili  70, 14, 21
Kharmisah  298
Khepri  437
Khnum  437
Khons  437
Khufu  432
Kom Ombo  237-54

L
Lake Nasser  258-9, 260-3, 

469-70
lakes

Abu Nuss Lake  283
Lake Qarun  153
Shiatta  297

language  16, 496-501
courses  91-2, 481

Lascaux  237
legal matters  481-2
LGBTIQ+ travellers 302, 

481-2
libraries

Biblioteca Alexandria  
314

Great Library of  
Alexandria  317

Theban Community 
Library  199

literature  410, 454-6, see 
also books

live music  110

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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local transport  493-4
Luxor  9, 51, 182-228, 183, 

186-7, 202, 8-9
accommodation  182, 

216-21
activities  216-17
climate  182
courses  217
drinking & nightlife  

224-5
East Bank  185-94
entertainment  225
festivals & events  216
food  182, 221-4
highlights  183
history  183-4
information  226-7
itineraries  185
shopping  225-8
sights  184-216
tours  216
travel to/from  227
travel within  227-8
Valley of the Kings  199-

207, 202, 5
websites  184
West Bank  194-217

Luxor East Bank  185-94
Luxor Temple  192-3, 193
Luxor West Bank  194-217

M
Maat  437
madrassas & mausoleums, 

see also mosques, 
tombs

Aga Khan Mausoleum  
246

Complex of Sultan 
Ashraf Barsbey  85

Khanqah & Mausoleum 
of Sultan Beybars Al 
Gashankir  71

Khanqah-Mausoleum of 
Farag Ibn Barquq  85

Madrassa & Mausoleum 
of An Nasir Moham-
med  72

Madrassa & Mausoleum 
of As Salih Ayyub  72

Madrassa & Mausoleum 
of Barquq  73

Madrassa & Mausoleum 
of Qalaun  72

Mausoleum of Al Ghouri  
76

magazines  480
Mahfouz, Naguib  454
maps  482
Marine Park Islands  42

markets  20, 112, see 
also souqs

Ad Dahar Souq  362
Carpet & Clothes 

Market  76
Midan Sho’ala Market  

273
Tentmakers Market  78

Marsa Alam  41-2, 367-70
Marsa Matruh  336-9, 

337, 338
Mastaba of Ti  148, 12
mausoleums, see madras-

sas & mausoleums, 
tombs

measures  480
medical services  479
Mediterranean Coast  51, 

305, 333-9, 306 
food  305
highlights  306
travel seasons  305

Memorial Temple of Hat-
shepsut  211-12, 213

Memphis  150
Menkaure  432
mezze  460, 461
microbus travel  493
Midan Tahrir  57
minefields  484
Minya  165-7, 166 
mobile phones  16, 486
monasteries

Deir Al Muharraq  173
Greek Orthodox  

Monastery  68
Monastery of Al Kashef  

270
Monastery of St Anthony  

352, 12
Monastery of St Jere-

miah  146
Monastery of St Mena 

the Miracle Giver  334
Monastery of St Paul  

353
Monastery of St Simeon  

246
Red Monastery  175
St Katherine’s Monas-

tery  402-3, 21, 404-5
Wadi Natrun  157-8
White Monastery  175

money  16, 482
discount cards  477

mosques
Al Azhar Mosque  75
Al Fath Mosque  64
Al Sahaba Mosque  381
Blue Mosque  79

Cairo  10
Khayrbek Complex  79
Mosque of Abu Abbas Al 

Mursi  314
Mosque of Al Aqmar  

73-4
Mosque of Al Hakim  74-5
Mosque of Al Mari-

dani  79
Mosque of Al Mu’ayyad 

Shaykh  76
Mosque of Al Sayyed 

Ahmed Al Badawi  160
Mosque of Amr Ibn Al 

As  69
Mosque of An Nasir 

Mohammed  81
Mosque of Ar Rifai  82
Mosque of Aslam Al 

Silahdar  79
Mosque of Ibn Tulun  83
Mosque of Mohammed 

Ali  81
Mosque of Qaitbey  85
Mosque of Qijmas Al 

Ishaqi  79
Mosque of Sayyidna Al 

Hussein  70
Mosque-Madrassa of Al 

Ghouri  76
Mosque-Madrassa of 

Sultan Hassan  82, 10
Mosque-Madrassa of 

Umm Sultan Sha’aban  
79

Mosque-Sabil of Sulei-
man Silahdar  74

Omar Makram Mosque  
57

Terbana Mosque  314
motorcycle travel  492-3
mountains

Gebel Al Ingleez  290
Gebel Barga  399
Gebel Dakrur  298
Gebel Dist  290-1
Gebel Serbal  408

Mt Sinai  403, 406-8
mummification  194, 438
museums & galleries, see 

also cultural centres
Aisha Fahmy Palace  87
Al Hayz Water Education 

Center  285
Al Kharga Museum of 

Antiquities  270-1
Alexandria National 

Museum  310-11
Animalia  243
Art from People to 

People  198
Aswan Museum  245

Badr’s Museum  283
Bibliotheca Alexandrina  

314-16
Cairo Atelier  67
Cavafy Museum  311-12
Cheops Boat Museum  

124
Contemporary Image 

Collective  67
Coptic Museum  66
Crocodile Museum (Kom 

Ombo)  239
Egyptian Museum  12, 

131-40, 12
Egyptian Railways 

Museum  61
Egyptian Textile Museum  

73
Ethnographic Museum 

(Mut)  276
Gayer-Anderson Museum  

84
Golden Mummies 

Museum  288
House of Siwa Museum  

296
Imhotep Museum  144
Ismailia Museum  345
Luxor Museum  193-5
Mahmoud Mukhtar 

Museum  87
Mahmoud Said Museum  

316
Mashrabia Gallery  67
Military Museum  342
Mummification Museum  

195
Museo Mevlevi  83
Museum of Islamic 

Art  78
Museum of Islamic 

Ceramics  88
Museum of Modern 

Art  311
Museum of Modern 

Egyptian Art  87
National Military 

Museum  82
National Museum of 

Egyptian Civilisa-
tion  69

Nile Museum  254
Nubia Museum  241-2
Oasis Heritage Museum  

288
Police Museum  81
Postal Museum  61
Rachid Museum  332
Rommel’s Cave  

Museum  337
Studio Emad Eddin  67
Townhouse Gallery  67
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museums & galleries 
continued...

Umm Kulthum Mu-
seum  65

Wadi Al Hittan Fossil 
& Climate Change 
Museum  154

War Museum  333
music  21, 457-9
muski glass  485
Mut  275-7, 437, 278
Mut area  278

N
Na’ama Bay  40, 381-8, 

384
Nabq Protectorate  388
Narmer  432
national parks & protected 

areas  469
Ras Mohammed National 

Park  378-80, 379
Wadi Al Hittan  154
Wadi Rayyan Protected 

Area  153
White Desert National 

Park  286
natural phenomena

Coloured Canyon  399
Forest of Pillars  380
Mangrove Channel  379
Wadi Huweiyit  399

natural springs, see springs
Necropolis of Al Bagawat  

270
Nefertiti  433
neighbourhoods

Hurghada Marina  357
Old Town (Al Quseir)  

367
Nekhbet  437
newspapers  480
Nile Delta  50
Nile River  10, 28-35, 29, 10

history  412
Nile Valley (North)  50, 

162-81, 163
accommodation  162
climate  162
food  162
highlights  163
history  164

Nile Valley (South)  229-65, 
230

accommodation  229

climate  229, 231
food  229
highlights  230
history  231

Nilometer  244
nomads  368
Nubia  240, 244, 258-60

culture  259
history  258-60

Nubian people  450-1
Nut  437
Nuweiba  40-1, 395-9, 396
Nuweiba area  399

O
oases

Ain Umm Ahmed  399
Al Hayz  285
Al Kharga  269-304, 271
Bahariya Oasis  15, 

286-92, 15
Dakhla Oasis  275-82, 

276
Farafra Oasis  282-5, 

283
Siwa Oasis  13, 51, 292-

304, 293, 295, 13
Wadi Feiran  408

opening hours  17, 483
Osiris  437
Ottoman Fortress  366

P
palaces

Abdeen Palace  61
Aisha Fahmy Palace  87
Amir Taz Palace  83
Baron’s Palace  90
Gawhara Palace & 

Museum  82
Manial Palace  64
Monastirli Palace  65
Qasr Beshtak  73
Uruba Palace  89

papyrus  485
parks & gardens

Al Azhar Park  79
Aswan Botanical  

Gardens  245
Montazah Palace 

Gardens  316-17
passports  487-8, 489
perfume  485
pharaohs  209, 430-6

glossary  446-7
Pharaoh’s Island  400
Pharos  310

Philae  256-8, 256
photography  483
pick-up trucks  493-4
planning, see also  

individual regions
budgeting  17
children, travel with  47-9
Egypt basics  16-17
Egypt’s regions  50-2
first-time visitors  18-19
internet resources  17
itineraries  25-7, 25-7
packing  18
travel seasons  16

plants  467
politics  410-11
pollution  467-8
population  411
Port Said  342-5, 343
postal services  483
protectorates, see national 

parks & protected areas
Ptah  437
Ptolemy I  433
public holidays  484
pyramids  431, see 

also Giza Pyramids
Abu Sir  151
Al Fayoum  155-6
Dahshur  149-50
Red Pyramid  149
Saqqara  145-8
South Saqqara  149
Step Pyramid of Zoser  

144-5, 145

Q
Qaitbey  421
Qanater (Nile Barrages)  

159-60
Qarat Qasr Salim  287-8
Qasr Ad Dush  275
Qasr Al Farafra  283-5, 284
Qasr Al Ghueita  274-5
Qasr Al Labakha  275
Qasr Al Zayyan  275
Qena  179-81

R
Ra  437
radio  480
Ramadan  23, 464, 481
Ramesseum  211, 212
Ramses II  433
Ramses II, statue  

(Memphis)  150
Ramses III  433

Ramses’ Colossus  61
Ramses Train Station  61, 

118, 119
Ras Abu Gallum Protector-

ate  395
Ras Mohammed National 

Park  378-80, 379
Ras Sudr  377
Red Sea  11, 36-46, 11, 46

environmental issues  
363

Red Sea Coast  52, 350-72
accommodation  350
climate  350
food  350
highlights  351
travel seasons  350
weather  350

Red Sea monasteries  
352-4

religion  411, 451-3
responsible travel

diving  44
environment  468

Rift Valley fever  479
road rules  493
road safety  493
rock art  237

Barrameya  371
Bashendi  279
Wadi Hammamat  371
Wadi Mukattab  380

Rosetta (Ar Rashid)  331-3
Rosetta Stone  137, 332
ruins

Akhmim  176
Az Zeitun  297
Central City (Tell Al 

Amarna) 170
Karanis  153
Monastery of Al Kashef  

270
Monastery of St  

Jeremiah  146
Mons Claudianus  371
Mons Porphyrites  370
Old Town of Mut  276
Qarat Al Hiwa  291
Qasr Ibrim  262
Qila Al Dabba  279
Ruins of Abu  243
Temple of An Nadura  270
Temple of Bubastis  161
Temple of the Oracle  297
Temple of  

Umm Ubayd  297
Tuna Al Gebel  169

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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Safaga  41, 364-5
safaris  13, 269, 13, see 

also 4WD safaris
safety  19, 100, 115, 472-3 

see also dangers, health
diving  45
road  493
scams & hustles  100, 

151, 484
women travellers  474-5

Sanafir  386
sand bathing  298
sand dunes  280
Saqqara  143-9, 147, 12 

see also Abu Sir, Mem-
phis, South Saqqara 

information  151-2
tours  151

Saudi Arabia, relations 
with  386

scams  100, 115, 484
schistosomiasis  479
security checkpoints  480
Seheyl Island  254-6, 255
Sekhmet  437
self catering  104

Luxor  221
Serabit Al Khadim  380
servees  494
Seth  437
Seti I  433
Sharm El Sheikh  40, 381-

8, 381, 382
accommodation  384-5
activities  383-4
dangers  387
drinking & nightlife  

386-7
food  385-6
information  387
sights  381, 383
travel to/from  387-8
travel within  388

shopping  20-1, 484-6, see 
also individual locations

shrines, see tombs
Sidi Abdel Rahman  335-6
Sigala  351-64, 360
silver  485
Sinai  52, 373-408, 374

accommodation  373
climate  373
dangers  376-7
food  373
highlights  374-5
history  376
travel seasons  373
weather  373

Sinai Coast  377-401
Sinai Interior  401-8
Sinai Trail  402
Siwa Oasis  13, 51, 292-

304, 293, 295, 13
accommodation  266, 

299-301
activities  298
climate  266
drinking & nightlife  302
festivals & events  299
food  301-2
highlights  267
history  292-4
information  303
LGBTIQ+ travellers  302
shopping  302-3
sights  294-8
Siwa Town  295
springs  266
tours  298-9
travel seasons  266
travel to/from  303
travel within  303-4
weather  266

Siwa Oasis area  304
Siyaha Festival  299
slave trade  274
smoking  480
Sneferu  432
snorkelling see also diving

Dahab  391
Hurghada  359
Marsa Alam  369
Nuweiba  397
Sharm El Sheikh & 

Na’ama Bay  381, 383
Sobek  438
social unrest  472
Sohag  175-7, 176
soil erosion  470
souqs  14, 20-1

Alexandria  329
Khan Al Khalili  70, 

14, 21
Sharia As Souq  240-1
Souq Al Gomaa  112
Souq At Talaat  226
Souq Bab Al Luq  112
Wikalat Al Balah  112

South Saqqara  149
Southern Nile Valley  51
Sphinx  128
spices  485
sports  450
springs

Abu Shuruf  297
Ain Al Arais  296
Ain Bishay  283

Ain Gomma  285
Ain Qurayshat  297
Bilad Ar Rum  297-8
Bir Al Gabal  281
Bir Sitta  283
Bir Wahed  296
Cleopatra’s Spring  296
etiquette  282
Fatnas Spring  296
Hammam Musa  377
Mayet El Wishwashi  399

squares
Midan Al Hussein  70
Midan Ataba  61
Midan Tahrir  57
Midan Talaat Harb  60

St Anthony  353, 417
St Katherine Protectorate  

402-8
St Katherine’s Monastery  

402-3, 21, 404-5
St Mena  334
Sudr  377
Suez  347-9, 348, 341
Suez Canal  52, 340-9

accommodation  340
climate  340
food  340
highlights  341

sustainable tourism  170, 
234

swimming
Aswan  248
Cairo  90-1
Luxor  216

synagogues
Ben Ezra Synagogue  69
Eliyahu Hanavi  

Synagogue  311
Shar Hashamaim  

Synagogue  60

T
Taba  40, 399-401
Taharka  433
Tanis  161
Tanta  160-1
tap water  480
Taweret  438
taxis  122, 494
telephone services  17, 486
Tell Al Amarna  170-2, 171
television  480
temples  431

Amun Temple Enclosure 
(Karnak)  185-92, 190

Central City  170
Deir Al Haggar  282

Dendara  180-1, 181
Great Temple of Ramses 

II  263-4
Kalabsha Temple  260
Karnak complex 185-92, 

8-9
Khafre’s Valley Temple  

128
Luxor Temple  192-3, 193
Medinat Habu  210-11, 

210
Memorial Temple of Hat-

shepsut  211-12, 213
Ramesseum  211, 212
Temple of Amada  262
Temple of Amun  161
Temple of An Nadura  

270
Temple of Bubastis  161
Temple of Dakka  261
Temple of Hibis  270
Temple of Horus  234-5. 

235
Temple of Isis  257
Temple of Kertassi  261
Temple of Khnum  231-2
Temple of Kom Ombo  

238-9, 238
Temple of Maharraqa  

261
Temple of Ramses II 

(Abydos) 179, 15
Temple of Ramses II 

(Wadi as Subua) 
261, 15

Temple of Serapeum  
319-20

Temple of Seti I  177-8, 
179

Temples of Abu Simbel  
11, 263, 11

terrorism  472
theft  472-3
Thistlegorm  37
Thoth  438
time  16, 486
tipping  19, 482
Tiran  386
toilets  486
tombs  431-2, see also Val-

ley of the Kings, Valley 
of the Queens

Al Kab  233-4
Beni Suef necropolis  

168-9
Deir Al Medina  209-10
Frazer Tombs  165
Mastaba of Ti  148, 12
Nile Valley (North)  165
Qarat Al Muzawwaqa  
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Tomb of Pasha Hindi  

279
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IV  124
Tomb of Seti II (KV 15)  

206-7
Tombs of Mir  172
Tombs of the Nobles 

(Aswan) 246-7
Tombs of the Nobles 
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tourist information  486
tours  490-1, 494-5
train travel  118, 495
tram travel  494
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vacations  483, 484
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visual arts  459
volunteering  216, 488
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Wadi Mukattab  380
Wadi Natrun  157-9
walking tours  74, 85
war memorials

El Alamein  333
German War Memorial  

333
Italian Memorial  334
October War Panorama  
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water  480
water sports see also 

individual sports
Dahab  391-2
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websites  17, 56
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Western Desert  13, 51, 
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highlights  267
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safaris  269
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White Desert  286
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individual species
windsurfing
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wine  463
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work  488
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Walking Tour detour
Walking Tour

Path/Walking Trail

Beach
Bird Sanctuary
Buddhist
Castle/Palace
Christian
Confucian
Hindu
Islamic
Jain
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery/Historic Building
Ruin

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen

Shinto
Sikh
Taoist
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
Other Sight

Diving
Bodysurfing

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet
Police
Post Office
Telephone
Toilet
Tourist Information
Other Information

Airport
Border crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry

Underground station

Monorail
Parking

Metro station

Petrol station
Subway station
Taxi
Train station/Railway
Tram

Other Transport

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Beach

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

River, Creek
Intermittent River

Swamp/Mangrove

Reef

Canal

Water

Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake

Glacier

Mudflat

Beach/Desert

Airport/Runway

Cemetery (Christian)

Cemetery (Other)

Park/Forest

Sportsground

Sight (Building)

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Camping
Hut/Shelter

Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour

Skiing
Snorkelling
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian overpass

Secondary

Unsealed road
Road under construction

Tunnel

Cable car/Funicular

Gate

Sights

Activities,
Courses & Tours

Sleeping

Eating

Drinking & Nightlife

Entertainment

Shopping

Information Routes

Boundaries

Hydrography

Areas

Geographic

Population

Transport

Note: Not all symbols displayed above appear on the maps in this book

Map Legend
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and since then her travels for Lonely Planet have taken her across Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia. She has lived in the Middle East since 2007 and tweets  
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books and her travel writing has appeared in Wanderlust magazine, the Daily Telegraph, the Inde-
pendent, BBC Travel and lonelyplanet.com.

Anthony Sattin
Alexandria & the Mediterranean Coast, Luxor,  Northern Nile Valley, Red Sea 
Coast, Siwa Oasis & the Western Desert, Southern Nile Valley  
Anthony has been travelling around the Middle East for several decades and has 
lived in Cairo, as well as other cities in the region. His highly acclaimed books 
include Lifting the Veil, A Winter on the Nile and The Gates of Africa. His latest, 
Young Lawrence, looks at the five years TE Lawrence spent in the Middle East 

leading up to 1914. He happily spends several months each year along the Nile and is still looking 
for a plot where he can tread mud-bricks and build himself a house. He tweets about Egypt and 
travel @anthonysattin. Anthony also wrote the Plan, Understand and Survive chapters.
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