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Our promise
You can trust our travel information because 
Lonely Planet authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every edition. We never 
accept freebies for positive coverage, so you 
can rely on us to tell it like it is.

Experience the best of Europe
Ancient Rome, the Louvre in Paris, London’s Tower of London 
– we’ve selected the most iconic sights and incredible places 
so you can enjoy the real Europe with the minimum fuss.
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The Best…
Lists for everything from bars to wildlife 
– to make sure you don’t miss out

Throughout this book, we use these icons to 
highlight special recommendations:

These icons 
help you 
quickly identify 
reviews in the 
text and on 
the map:

Don’t Miss
A must-see – don’t go home until you’ve been there

If you like…
Lesser-known alternatives to world-famous 
attractions

Local experts reveal their 
top picks and secret highlights

Detour
Special places a little off  the beaten track

ContentsI

This edition written and researched by
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Mark Elliott, David Else, Duncan Garwood, Anthony Ham, 
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 Prague’s Architecture

 Salzburg
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 This is Europe

 in many 
ways it 

remains 
eternally 
young at 

heart

 Europe may be old in spirit, but in many ways it remains 
eternally young at heart. Whether it’s sunbathing on the 
Côte d’Azur, cruising along the Danube, sipping wine in an 
Italian vineyard or simply watching the world go by from 
a Parisian street cafe, Europe has been setting trends 
and forming fashions for the rest of the world to follow 
for centuries, and it’s still a place that really knows how to 
appreciate the finer things in life.

 Europe is home to some of the world’s 
most fascinating cities, as well as 
many of the finest museums, smart-
est restaurants, greatest galleries and 
weirdest buildings. It’s plagued by more clichés 
than practically anywhere else on earth, and yet often 
seems to do everything it can to live up to them. It still 
leads the world in fashion, art, architecture, gastronomy 
and design, but often seems stubbornly resistant to 
change. And while it’s often fascinatingly forward-thinking, 
it’s also a place that remains perpetually in thrall to its 
turbulent and often troubled past.

 Uncovering the contradictions is what 
makes travel in Europe so rewarding. 
The continent is complex and contrary, and while you 
might never quite manage to get a handle on what makes 
it tick, you’ll have an enormous amount of fun while you 
try. The next surprising moment or eye-opening experi-
ence is never more than a quick train ride away: in just 
a few hours, you could find yourself switching the grand 
boulevards of Paris for the canals of Amsterdam, the 
coffee shops of Vienna or the ruins of ancient Rome, while 
watching some of the world’s most magnificent land-
scapes unfold from the carriage window. Take your time 
and enjoy the trip: the journey from A to B is often all part 
of the essential European experience.

 Au revoir, auf wiedersehn, arrivederci: 
however you choose to say farewell, 
you’re in for the journey of a lifetime. 
Savour every moment.
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