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Itineraries

Essential Croatia

This itinerary focuses on the essential 
Croatian experience – a sunny island-
hopping trip along the Dalmatian coast 
stopping at three World Heritage Sites 
along the way. Conveniently, it has an 
international airport at each end. We’ve 
envisaged it as a journey that can be 
made predominantly by ferry.

Start with a stroll through the marbled 
streets of the postcard-perfect walled 
town of Trogir. Either relax here for a 

night or continue on to Croatia’s exuber-
ant second city Split. Diocletian’s Palace 
is a living part of this seafront city, a 
throbbing ancient quarter that’s home to 
220 historic buildings and about 3000 
people. Base yourself here for a day or 
two of sightseeing and nightlife.

Hop on a fast catamaran to Bol on the 
island of Brač (or alternatively a car ferry 
to Supetar and then a bus). This pretty 
little port is most famous for Zlatni Rat 
beach – a glorious spur of pebbles that 
extends 500m into the Adriatic.

1 
WEEK
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Peristil (p240), Diocletian’s Palace, Split

Next, catch the catamaran to historic 
Hvar Town, the vibrant capital of the 
island of the same name. This picturesque 
place offers an intriguing mix of European 
glamour and a raucous bar scene.

From Hvar Town there are year-round 
connections to Korčula Town – a highly 
photogenic walled town jutting out into 
the Adriatic on its own little peninsula. 
From May to mid-October, there are 

catamarans from here to Dubrovnik, oth-
erwise you’ll need to catch the car ferry 
to Orebić on the Pelješac Peninsula and 
continue by bus.

Your first sight of the magnificent old 
town of Dubrovnik, ringed by mighty 
defensive walls and the sparkling blue 
Adriatic, is bound to blow you away. 
Spend the next two days taking in its 
sights.
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Take in the heavyweights of Croatia in this 
two-week journey, including the capital city, 
three national parks and the gems of the 
Dalmatian coast.

Start in the capital, Zagreb, and set aside two 
days to delve into its booming cafe culture, 
cutting-edge art scene, simmering nightlife and 
interesting museums. En route south, spend the 
day at the World Heritage–listed Plitvice Lakes 
National Park, exploring its verdant maze of 
turquoise lakes and cascading waterfalls.

Cut down through the Velebit mountains to 
the coast and cross onto Pag Island to try some 
of its famously pungent cheese and indulge in 
its summertime beach-club scene. Continue on 
to Zadar, one of Croatia’s most underrated cit-
ies. It’s simultaneously ancient and modern and 
packed with attractions.

The next day, stop en route at Krka National 
Park and do the hour-long loop along the board-
walks connecting the little islands in the emerald-
green river. End the outing with a swim at the 
lake below Skradinski Buk, the park’s largest 
waterfall. Continue on to Šibenik, another gem 
of an old town with a truly magnificent cathedral.

Next day, stop at Trogir to admire the World 
Heritage–listed walled town sitting on its own 
little island, then travel south to the buzzing Dal-
matian city of Split for a two-day fling focused 
on Diocletian’s Palace.

If you hired a car, return it here and hop 
over to chic Hvar Town by ferry for a taste of 
its happening nightlife and for some clothing-
optional sunbathing on the Pakleni Islands, 
immediately offshore.

Catch another ferry to Pomena on the gorgeous 
island of Mljet, gateway to Mljet National Park – 
you’ll get a great view of Korčula Town from the 
boat. Walk through the forest and around the salt 
lakes before hiring a car to drive to the eastern 
end of the island to spend the night. The follow-
ing morning, return the car to Pomena and catch 
the ferry on to Dubrovnik. Spend the next two 
days exploring the old town’s gleaming marble 
lanes, vibrant street life and fine architecture.

Note that the Hvar–Pomena–Dubrovnik fer-
ries only operate from May to mid-October. At 
other times it’s easiest to omit Mljet, ferry back 
to Split and catch the bus to Dubrovnik.

2 
WEEKS Capital to Coast
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Top: Mljet Island (p318),
Bottom: Restaurants in Zagreb’s Old Town (p85)
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Explore the Istrian peninsula for its coastal 
resorts, pretty beaches, hilltop medieval 
towns, top-rated food, award-winning wines 
and lovely rural hotels.

Start your trip in Pula, the peninsula’s coastal 
capital, home to a remarkably well-preserved 
Roman amphitheatre that overlooks the city’s 
harbour. The Arena, as it’s known locally, once 
hosted gladiatorial contests with up to 20,000 
spectators; today you can tour its remains and 
take in the small museum in the chambers 
downstairs. Base yourself in Pula for two days 
to see the smattering of other Roman ruins and 
take at least an afternoon to explore nearby 
Cape Kamenjak by bike or on foot. This en-
tirely uninhabited cape, Istria’s southernmost 
point, features rolling hills, wildflowers (includ-
ing 30 species of orchid), medicinal herbs and 
around 30km of virgin beaches and coves.

Stop to check out the captivating town of 
Bale, an offbeat place and one of Istria’s best-
kept secrets. Push on to Rovinj and set aside at 
least two days for the coast’s showpiece resort 
town. Its steep cobbled streets and piazzas lead 
up to St Euphemia’s Church, an imposing con-
struction with a 60m-high tower that punctuates 
the peninsula. Take time to explore the verdant 
beaches and some of the 14 green islands that 
make up the Rovinj archipelago just offshore.

Zip up the coast to Poreč to gape at its World 
Heritage–listed Euphrasian Basilica, one of Eu-
rope’s finest intact examples of Byzantine archi-
tecture, with magnificent 6th-century frescos.

Spend the rest of your trip exploring the pen-
insula’s wooded interior. Drop into music-filled 
Grožnjan before continuing on through to  
Motovun, a similarly artsy hilltop settlement 
known for its summer film festival. The hilltop 
town of Buzet, known as Istria’s truffle epicen-
tre, makes for a good base for exploring the  
villages of Croatia’s foodie heartland.

Stop to wander around the ‘world’s smallest 
town’, the adorable Hum. Head southwest  
towards Pazin to walk through the famous 
chasm which once inspired Jules Verne. On your 
way back to Pula, make a final stop to stroll 
through scenic Svetvinčenat, with its Renais-
sance-era square and castle.

1 
WEEK Highlights of Istria
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10 
DAYS

Take in the delights of Croatia’s northern 
coastal stretches and their wild hinterland, 
starting with the Kvarner Gulf and moving 
south to northern Dalmatia with its wide 
spectrum of appealing sights.

Start in the capital of the Kvarner, Rijeka, 
Croatia’s third-largest city and a thriving port 
with a laid-back vibe and a lively cafe scene. 
Take a day to explore this undervisited city and 
another to visit the elegant seaside resort town 
of Opatija. Its beautiful belle époque villas date 
from the dying days of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, when the town was the stomping 
ground of the Viennese elite. While you’re at it, 
take time to stroll Lungomare, a picturesque 
path that winds along the coast through exotic 
bushes and thickets of bamboo to Volosko, 
a pretty fishing village that’s become one of 
Croatia’s gastronomic destinations; make sure 
you have lunch or dinner in one of its acclaimed 
restaurants.

Next, hop over to one of the Kvarner islands 
for two days – the interconnected Cres and 
Lošinj are the most offbeat. Wilder, greener 
Cres has remote campgrounds, pristine beaches, 
a handful of medieval villages and an off-the-
radar feel. More populated and touristy Lošinj 
sports a pair of pretty port towns, a string of 
beautiful bays, and lush and varied vegetation 
throughout, with 1100 plant species and 230 
medicinal herbs, many brought from faraway 
lands by sea captains. Spend another two days 
chilling on Rab, lounging on the sandy beaches 
of Lopar Peninsula and exploring the postcard-
pretty Rab Town with its ancient stone alleys 
and the four bell towers that rise from them.

Back on the mainland, if you’re feeling ad-
venturous, don’t miss a hike through the alpine 
trails and canyons of Paklenica National 
Park. Next head down to Zadar for an amble 
through this vibrant coastal city with its medley 
of Roman ruins, Habsburg architecture and 
a lovely seafront; stick around for two days to 
take it all in. Head back inland to spend a day 
exploring the dazzling natural wonderland of 
Plitvice Lakes National Park, with its gor-
geous turquoise lakes linked by a series of wa-
terfalls and cascades.

10 
DAYS

Kvarner & Northern 
Dalmatia
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Top: Rijeka (p171)
Bottom: Paklenica National Park (p211)
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An obscure choice among the 
multitude of Adriatic islands, Silba 
nonetheless has ferry services, 
beaches and a legendary tower. 
(p223)

SILBA ISLAND

It’s nice to know that even the busy 
island of Krk has quieter coves, such 
as this pebble-and-sand stretch 
accessed from a minor road heading 
south from Punat. (p195)

STARA BAŠKA

Istria has many gorgeous walled 
hilltop towns, but what’s particularly 
charming about Hum is its tiny size 
(basically one street) and 
tucked-away location. (p156)

HUM

Although it’s Croatia’s largest natural 
lake, Vransko Jezero doesn’t register 
on many travellers’ radars – unless 
they happen to be birdwatchers, then 
it’s a must-visit attraction. (p228)

VRANSKO LAKE
NATURE PARK

With a name worthy of a fantasy 
novel, this area near the northern tip 
of the island of Pag has marked 
walking trails through the groves and 
signs pointing out significantly 
venerable trees. (p219)  

OLIVE GARDENS OF LUN

Tour past wee red-roofed villages, 
stopping at family-run wineries along 
the way. This route is located in the 
countryside west of Zagreb, 20km 
south of the town of Samobor.
(p102)  

PLEŠIVICA WINE ROAD
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A verdant border region of green 
fields hemmed by mountains and 
punctuated by cypresses, hiding a 
gorgeous beach, a remote castle and 
excellent rural restaurants. (p317)

KONAVLE

This fascinating former monastery, 
hidden in a remote valley on the 
island of Brač, can only be 
approached by a narrow, rocky track. 
(p272)

BLACA HERMITAGE

A little-visited gem on the popular 
island of Hvar, this wee town has a 
smattering of interesting attractions, 
including an unusual fortress church, 
a canal and a winery. (p284)

VRBOSKA

An expanse of little heritage villages 
set around a wildlife-rich swamp, 
right on the edge of Slavonia.  (p111)

LONJSKO POLJE
NATURE PARK
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 
We love to hear from travellers – your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books 
better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book. 
Although we cannot reply individually to your submissions, we always guarantee that your feed-
back goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who sends 
us information is thanked in the next edition – the most useful submissions are rewarded with a 
selection of digital PDF chapters.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help. 
Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such 
as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don’t want your comments 
reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/
privacy.
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World of Insects 109
Zagreb 80’s Museum 69

music 255, 358-9 
music festivals 23, 24, 139

Hideout 217-18
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Music Biennale Zagreb 81
Osor Musical Evenings 187
Outlook Festival 131
Rab Musical Evenings 203
Seasplash Festival 131
Sonus 218
St Donatus Musical 

Evenings 224
Tisno 231
Ultra Beach 279
Ultra Europe 247
Varaždin Baroque 

Evenings 109
Mužilovčica 111
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Nadin 224
national parks 21, 354-5

Brijuni Islands 134-5
Kornati National Park 

230, 214
Krka National Park 12, 

230-2, 12
Mljet National Park 

13, 320
Northern Velebit 

National Park 355
Paklenica National Park 

211-16, 33
Plitvice Lakes National 

Park 9, 208-9, 210, 9, 
38, 214-15

Risnjak National Park 
176-7

nature parks
Biokovo Nature Park 269
Kopački Rit Nature Park 

15, 43, 119-21, 2, 15
Lonjsko Polje Nature 

Park 111
Medvednica Nature 

Park 103
Učka Nature Park 180-2
Vransko Lake Nature 

Park 228
Žumberak Samoborsko 

Gorje Nature Park 99
Nerezine 187
nightlife 21, 46-7, see also 

individual locations
Nin 219-20
Northern Dalmatia 61, 

206-36, 207
Northern Velebit National 

Park 355
Novalja 218-19
Novigrad 149

O
Obonjan Island 234
Okuklje 320-1
Omiš 265-6, 20
Opatija 178-80
opening hours 17, 364-5
Orebić 323-4
Osijek 114-19, 116
Osor 186

P
Pag Island 213-19, 163
Pakleni Islands 282-3
Paklenica National Park 

211-16, 33
paragliding 42, 99, 198
parks 74-5, 79, 283, 316
passports 367
Pazin 157-9
Pelješac Peninsula 321-4
photography 365
picigin 244
planning

budgeting 17
calendar of events 22-5
children, travel with 46, 

52-4, 82, 151
Croatia basics 16-17
Croatia’s islands 44-51, 

166, 50-1
Croatia’s regions 60-2
internet resources 17
itineraries 26-35, 26, 

28, 34-5
outdoor activities 36-43
repeat visitors 18
travel seasons 16-17, 22, 

23, 25, 45
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plants 356
Plešivica Wine Road 102
Plitvice Lakes National Park 

9, 208-9, 210, 9, 38, 
214-15

Podstrana 265
politics 332-3
population 333
Poreč 143-8, 144
postal services 365
Potomje 322
Premantura Peninsula 131
Primošten 236
public holidays 365
Pučišća 270
Pula 127-134, 128, 30-1,
Pulitika, Ðuro 360
Punat 195

R
Rab Island 200-5
Rab Town 200-5, 202
Rabac 160-2
rafting 43, 265
raptors 232
religion 333, 350
Rijeka 171-6, 172, 32-3
Risnjak National Park 176-7
Roč 156
rock climbing 42, 99, 197, 

211-12, 43
Ročka Konoba 156
Rogač 264
Rogoznica 236
Roman ruins 335, 352, 20, 

30-1, see also  
archaeological sites

Rovinj 137-43, 138

S
safety 365
sailing 40, 47, 188, 40
Sali 228-9
Salona 262
Samobor 99
Saplunara 321
Sea Organ 220, 52
Senj 199
shopping 93-7, see also  

individual locations
Šibenik 232-5, 233, 164
Šibenik-Knin region 229-36
Silba Island 221
Šipan 318
skiing 38, 103
Skira, Dean 130
Skradinski Buk 231, 12

Škrip 270
Slavonia 112-24
snorkelling, see diving & 

snorkelling
Šolta Island 264-5
Southern Dalmatia 62, 

289-330, 290
Split 12, 62, 240-58, 242-

3, 248-9, 252-3
accommodation 247-9
drinking & nightlife 251-4
entertainment 255
festivals & events 247
food 249-51
history 240
shopping 255
sights 240-1, 243-5, 252
tourist information 256
tours 245
travel to/from 256-7
travel within 257, 258
walking tours 246, 246

sports 351
St Mary’s Campanile 201
Stara Baška 195, 48
Stari Grad 283-4
Stiniva 286, 36
Stobreč 265
Stomorska 264
Ston 321-3, 165
Sumartin 270
Supetar 271-2
Susak Island 189
Sveta Katarina 140
Sveta Marija 320
Sveti Ilija 201
Svetvinčenat 159-62
swimming 37, 131, 36
synagogues 299

T
tap water 363
tax 362
Telašćica Bay 229
telephone services 16, 365
tennis 351
Tesla, Nikola 79, 210-11, 350
thermal springs 104-5, 109, 

112, 154
time 16, 366
tipping 364
Tisno 229-30, 231
Tito, Josip Broz 105, 135, 

343, 344
toilets 366
Toreta 223
tourism 332-3
tourist information 366
tours 370, see also boat 

tours, individual 
locations

Trakošćan Castle 106, 14
train travel 368, 370, 374-5
Tramuntana sheep 182
travel to/from Croatia 17, 

367-8
travel within Croatia 17, 

368-70
trekking, see hiking
Trogir 259-60, 260
Trsteno Arboretum 316
Tučepi 268
tunnels 130
turtles 188

U
Učka Nature Park 180-2
Ultra Europe 247
Umag 148-50
Unije Island 189

V
vacations 365
Valun 185-6
Varaždin 107-12, 108
Varaždinske Toplice 109
vegetarian travellers 58, 87
Vela Draga 180
Vela Luka 330
Veli Brijun 49
Veli Lošinj 190-2
Veli Rat 227-8
Veliki Revelin Tower 327, 48
Veliki Slap 208
Veliki Tabor Castle 106, 2
Verne, Jules 158
Vid 319
Vidova Gora 272
Vis Island 11, 285-8, 11
Vis Town 286-8
visas 16, 366
Vodnjan 135-6
Volosko 177-8
volunteering 366
Vransko Lake Nature Park 

228
Vrbnik 18, 195-6
Vrboska 284
Vukovar 121-3

W
walking tours, see  

individual locations
walled towns 19, 164, 178, 

199-200, 292-3
water parks 151
waterfalls 208, 209, 231, 354
weather 16, 22, 23, 25
weights 365
wildlife 355-6
wildlife sanctuaries 182-3, 

188, 213, 232

wildlife-watching 43, 49, 
177, 181, 209

windsurfing 42, 47, 188, 
273-4, 14

wine 58-9, 113, 324, 329
wineries

Brač Island 273
Central Dalmatia 258-60
Ilok 124
inland Croatia 102
Istria 143, 150
Kozlović 150
Kvarner region 195, 196
Međimurje 111-12
Pelješac Wine Trail 322
Plešivica Wine Road 102
Slavonia 113
Zagorje 104

work 366

Z
Zadar 13, 220-7, 222, 13, 20

accommodation 224-5
activities 223
drinking & nightlife 226
entertainment 226
festivals & events 224
food 225
history 220
shopping 226
sights 220-3
tourist information 226
tours 223-4
travel to/from 226-7
travel within 227

Zagorje 14, 103-10, 14
Zagreb 10, 60, 64-97, 66-7, 

70-1, 10
accommodation 64, 83-4
children, travel with 82
climate 64
drinking & nightlife 10, 

76, 87-92
entertainment 92-3
festivals & events 81-3
food 64, 85-7, 28
highlights 66-7, 66-7
history 65
LQBTIQ+ travellers 90
shopping 93, 93-7
sights 65, 68-9, 72-5, 78-9
street art 75
tourist information 95
tours 79, 81
travel seasons 64
travel to/from 95
travel within 94, 96-7
walking tours 79, 80, 80

zip lining 18, 158, 159, 197, 
213, 266, 20

zoos 79, 115
Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, 
Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share 
Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reasona-
ble care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maximum 
extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

OUR WRITERS
Peter Dragicevic
Istria, Central Dalmatia, Southern Dalmatia After a successful career in niche 
newspaper and magazine publishing, both in his native New Zealand and in 
Australia, Peter finally gave in to Kiwi wanderlust, giving up staff jobs to chase his 
diverse roots around Europe. Over the last decade he’s written literally dozens 
of guidebooks for Lonely Planet on an oddly disparate collection of countries, all 
of which he’s come to love. He once again calls Auckland, New Zealand his home 

– although his current nomadic existence means he’s often elsewhere. Peter also wrote the Plan 
Your Trip, Understand and Survival Guide sections of this book.

Anthony Ham
Kvarner, Northern Dalmatia When he’s not writing for Lonely Planet, Anthony 
writes about and photographs Spain, Africa and the Middle East for newspapers 
and magazines in Australia, the UK and US. In 2001, after years of wandering the 
world, Anthony finally found his spiritual home when he fell irretrievably in love 
with Madrid on his first visit to the city. Ten years later, Anthony spoke Spanish 
with a Madrid accent, was married to a local and Madrid had become his second 

home. Now back in Australia, Anthony continues to travel the world in search of stories.

Jessica Lee
Zagreb, Inland Croatia In 2011 Jessica swapped a career as an adventure-tour 
leader for travel writing. Since then her travels for Lonely Planet have taken her 
across Africa, the Middle East and Asia, and she has contributed to guidebooks 
on Egypt, Turkey, Cyprus, Morocco, Marrakesh, Middle East, Europe, Africa, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. Her travel writing has also appeared in Wanderlust 
magazine, the Daily Telegraph, the Independent, BBC Travel and Lonelyplanet.

com. Jess has lived in the Middle East since 2007 and tweets @jessofarabia.
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