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 Home to eight million Uighurs, the massive and restive ‘New Frontier’ in far-flung northwest 
China has stronger cultural and ethnic ties to Central Asia than to the Han Chinese. Here, 
the language is not just a different dialect, it’s a completely different linguistic family; and 
it’s no longer about whether you dip your dumplings in soy sauce or vinegar, it’s how you 
want your mutton cooked.

Xīnjiāng’s countless minorities and its crucial geopolitical location keep this restless land 
a political thorn in the side of Běijīng. On the other hand, Xīnjiāng is also a golden goose, 
with its sheer territorial expanse (one-sixth of China’s territory), abundant natural resources 
(including 30% of China’s oil reserve) and a hyper-rich Silk Road legacy. Billions of yuan have 
been invested in the region’s infrastructure to establish a ‘modern Silk Road’, followed by 
an influx of Chinese seeking opportunities of every make and model.

One short step away from the new New Frontier, however, and you get back to the old – 
way back. Along the Silk Road, the old towns, the camel trading, the blowing sands, the 
kebabs, the lively and beautiful mosques, and the unsurpassed hospitality of the Uighurs are as 
timeless as ever. In the north, the nomads have settled a bit, but it’s not unusual to see them 
on horseback sheparding in search of water or, on occasion, moving their entire family.

Of course, many a visitor comes here to rack up points in the world of adventure travel, 
and rightfully so. Pamir and Heaven Mountains, Karakoram Hwy, Taklamakan Desert – Xīnjiāng 
has them all.

Xīnjiāng   新疆

© Lonely Planet Publications

  POPULATION:  20.3 MILLION 

HIGHLIGHTS  

  Try your luck bargaining for camels and 
carpets along the ancient Silk Road ( p836 )

  Intoxicate yourself in the dramatic scenery of 
the Karakoram Hwy ( p834 ) 

  Stroll the alleys in the timeless Uighur village 
of Tuyoq ( p827 ) near Turpan, with a break 
for grapes amid the unbearable hotness of 
being

  Lose yourself in a maze of adobe houses in 
the old town of Kasghar ( p830 )

  Touch the azure skies while mesmerised by 
the 360-degree view of the stunning Heaven 
Mountains at the Bayanbulak Grassland 
( p845 )

Grassland
Bayanbulak

Tuyoq

Silk Road
Hwy

Karakoram

Kashgar

815



 XĪ
N

JI
Ā

N
G 

X ĪN J IĀN G    l o n e l y p l a n e t . c o m

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�

�
� �

(2
00

km
)

To
 L

án
zh

Ÿu

Lh
as

a 
(1

85
0k

m
)

To
 A

li 
(3

60
km

);

B
u’

er
jin

 R
iv

er

R
iv

er

Rive
r

Ya
rk

an
d

Keriya

Ch
er

ch
en

Rive
r

River

River

Ri
ve

r
ix

E
rt

Ri
ve

r

U
lu

nq
ur

Ta
ri

m

Hotan
IN

N
ER

M
O

N
G

O
LI

A

G
„

N
SÙ

Q
¹N

G
H

‡
I

TI
BE

T

A
LM

A
TY

BI
SH

K
EK

Ji
ƒy

ùg
uƒ

n

H
uƒ

t©
gŸ

u

X¹
N

ÍN
G

Li
©y

uá
n

A
ta

su

Ji†
d‰

ng
yù

X¸
ny

uá
nN
ar

at
 (N

ál
ƒt

í)

H
éj

ìn
g

A
ra

l

So
st

Za
ys

an

Ji
©q

uá
n

(W
§

Lª
M

Ù
Q

Í)

Ku
qa

(K
ù'

›r
lè

)
Ko

rla

(K
èl

ƒm
†y

¸)
Ka

ra
m

ai

W
uw

ei

D
¥n

hu
án

g

G
ol

m
ud

D
àc

há
id

àn

H
ƒm

ì

(K
ùc

h‰
)

(H
ét

iá
n)

Ba
kh

ty

G
om

a 
(P

ish
an

)

Ka
rg

hi
lik

 (Y
èc

hé
ng

)

C
ha

rk
lik

(R
uò

qi
ƒn

g)

(Q
i›

m
ò)

C
he

rc
he

n

(Y
út

iá
n)

Ke
riy

a

M
ay

ka
pc

hi
ga

y

„
lƒ

sh
ƒn

k¡
u Ba

ya
nb

ul
ak

Zh
ar

ke
nt

Ko
rg

as

O
sh Ka

ra
ku

l

G
ilg

it

Ü
RÜ

M
Q

I

H
ƒd

ád
¥n

Lú
nt

ái

Y¸
ní

ng

Ka
sh

ga
r (

Kƒ
sh

í)

Tu
rp

an

Pi
ra

li

W
èi

lí

D
àh

éy
án

M
or

i
C

hƒ
ng

jí
Sh

íh
éz

i
Ku

yt
un

H
ob

ok
sa

r
Q

in
gh

e

Jím
ùn

†i

Bù
'›

rj¸
n 

A
lta

y
Ka

ba

Bà
ic

hé
ngZh
ao

su

Q
ap

aq
al

J¸n
gh

é

Bó
lè

W
‰n

qu
án

Em
in

T†
ch

én
g

N
iy

a 
(M

ín
f‰

ng
)

A
rv

at

A
ks

u 
(„

kè
s¥

)
A

kq
i

W
¥s

hí

Q
ira

H
ot

an
Lo

p

Ta
sh

ku
rg

an

Ya
rk

an
d 

(S
hƒ

ch
‰)

M
ar

ki
t

Ye
ng

isa
r

Sh
ul

e
Sh

uf
uA

rt
us

h

Si
lk

 R
oa

d
So

ut
he

rn

Lo
ul

an

M
ira

n

Li
ne

 o
f

A
ct

ua
l C

on
tr

ol
of

 C
hi

na
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
U

nd
er

(7
54

6m
)

M
uz

ta
gh

 A
ta

s
n

ai t
n

uo
M 

n
ul

n
u

K

s ni at n
uo

M 
n

utl
A

nƒ hS
nƒi

T

t i sna
nuo

M

sniat

(4
37

4m
)

Fr
ie

nd
sh

ip
 P

ea
k

t

nuo
M

ya
l

A

ri
maP

(7
71

9m
)

K
on

gu
r

(5
44

5m
)

Pe
ak

 o
f G

od

N
or

La
ke

 L
op

La
ke

B
os

te
n

La
ke

K
ar

ak
ul

La
ke

K
an

as

La
ke

 B
al

ka
sh

Sa
yr

am
 L

ak
e

Is
sy

k-
K

ul
La

ke

B
ud

dh
a 

C
av

es
K

iz
il 

Th
ou

sa
nd

Pa
ss

To
ru

ga
rt

B
 a

 s 
i n

 J
 u

 n
 g

 a
 r

   

Pa
ss

Ir
ke

sh
ta

m

Pa
ss

 (4
80

0m
)

K
hu

nj
er

ab

T
 a

 k
 l 

a 
m

 a
 k

 a
 n

   
 D

 e
 s 

e 
r 

t

T
 a

 r
 i 

m
   

B
 a

 s 
i n

T
 u

 r
 p

 a
 n

   
B

 a
 s 

i n

H
 a

 m
 i 

  B
 a

 s 
i n

 (Z
 h

 u
 n

 g
 a

 r
 i 

a 
n)

C
hí

Ti
ƒn

R
U

SS
IA

A
FG

H
A

N
IS

TA
N

PA
K

IS
TA

N

U
ZB

EK
IS

TA
N

T 
A

 J
 I 

K
 I 

S 
T 

A
 N

K
 Y

 R
 G

 Y
 Z

 S
 T

 A
 N

K
 A

 Z
 A

 K
 H

 S
 T

 A
 N

I N
 D

 I 
A

M
 O

 N
 G

 O
 L

 I 
A

(8
61

1m
)

K
2

31
2

21
8

31
5

21
9

31
4

31
2

21
7

21
8

21
7

21
6

Aksu
–

- CrossHwy Desert

Hota
n

Hwy
oram k

ra
Ka

Hwy
ert

Des
Cross-

X¹
N

JI
„

N
G

X¹
N

JI
„

N
G

X¹
N

JI
„

N
G

0
30

0 
km

0
18

0 
m

ile
s

an
d 

m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
rr

ec
t.

th
is

 m
ap

 h
av

e 
no

t b
ee

n 
au

th
en

tic
at

ed
Th

e 
ex

te
rn

al
 b

ou
nd

ar
ie

s 
of

 In
di

a 
on

an
d 

m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
rr

ec
t.

th
is

 m
ap

 h
av

e 
no

t b
ee

n 
au

th
en

tic
at

ed
Th

e 
ex

te
rn

al
 b

ou
nd

ar
ie

s 
of

 In
di

a 
on

816


