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Near West Side & Pilsen

WEST LOOP | PILSEN | GREEKTOWN | LITTLE ITALY

=1 Neighborhood
WGrandAve @ < o W Grand Ave Top Five
= 2 < WHubbard St
I 5 15 N[
W Kinzie St § = K W Kinzie St 0 West Loop (p166) Fork-
z eobo W Fulton Market ing into a decadent meal
.. Wlake St by a celebrity chef at one of
Wlake St Union W Randolph St WEST ow Y y X
Park andolphSt yaop = o the mega-hot restaurants in
W Warren Blvd WWashington Blvd @ the area.
W Madison St 9
dab L) i E; © Mars Gallery (p165)
W Adarms St GREEKTOWN WAdamsst  Wandering around forklifts
W Jackson Blvd 173 and warehouses to find art
c .
W Van Buren St DwighED Eiss e S hubs such as this pop-art
T - Mhower Expwy S haven.
@ »n > W Harrison St . .
Sinos £ % . w Unesivoi @ @ Greektown (pI71) Ex-
S Medical 3 5 QAmigoS  iCpicago WPokSt ploring the tavernas, baker-
& 2 District. & G £ gy ies and shops along Halsted
3 » S & ITALY WTaylorSt gy and indulging in flaming
E F | R(g cheese, honeyed sweets,
%) B s o & 5 carafes of wine and a magi-
W 13th St b@ b § cal candle or three.
IS En| )
wiathst AQSEmE 8 - O National Museum of
W 15th St @ow » & Mexican Art (p166) Admir-
e 2 WIEHhSE § ing psychedelic paintings,
W17th St - PILSE polished altars and colorful
Harrison @ g3 i g = e folk art at the nation’s larg-
Park s g 3 Wilgth Sts est Latino arts institution.
St L 2 § W-Cullerton St
i A £ & W 21st St 6 Skylark (p175) Slouch-
-4 e e ing into a booth, knocking
W Cermak Rd ) ¢
s 2 3 & back drinks and eating
NG O é W tater tots alongside Pilsen’s
o N c c . &IOS ) < X
@ 0e\i g s 52 S i Chicagp Riv® P~‘°“e bohemian crowd.
S 2 S & 9 %) ‘b*\\ S
c »n L o» N
9] ¥ e
: o N2 00& +Q\N\!
8 AT & W28th St
) QN »
e 2 3w 29th St
o > ] =
pO e} [ @
fO@ T 8
_— b - W3Istst £ S
® o 0.5 miles i

For more detail of this area see Map p310 »



164

N3S1TId ® 34IS 1SIM ¥V3IN

Lonely Planet’s

Top Tip

You'll need to make reserva-
tions months in advance (at
least) for hot restaurants
such as Next (p172) and Girl
and the Goat (p172). But if
you can't getin, you can still
sample the wares of chefs
Grant Achatz and Stephanie
Izard. Try Aviary (p174),
Achatz’ cocktail bar, and
Little Goat (p167), I1zard's
diner.

< BestPlaces
7N toEat
= Little Goat (p167)
= Lou Mitchell's (p166)
= Publican Quality Meats
(p167)
= Saint Lou’s Assembly
(p171)
=» Sweet Maple Cafe (p172)

For reviews, see pl66 »

Best Places

4+ to Drink
=» RM Champagne Salon
(p174)
=» Goose Island Brewery
(p174)
= Skylark (pl75)
= La Catrina Cafe (p175)
=» Cruz Blanca (pl174)

For reviews, see pl74 »

ﬂ Best Places
to Shop

=» Modern Cooperative
(p175)

=» Open Books (pl75)

=» Knee Deep Vintage
(p176)

=» Randolph Street Market
(p176)

= Athenian Candle Co
(p176)

For reviews, see p175 »

Explore Near West Side & Pilsen

Just west of the Loop is, well, the West Loop. It’s akin
to New York City’s Meatpacking District, with chic res-
taurants, clubs and galleries poking out between meat-
processing plants. The area is booming, and it seems like
a new hot chef opens a restaurant (or two) here weekly.
By day it’s still a serious food-supply zone filled with
forklifts and delivery trucks - though Google and other
tech companies are joining the action with their dapper
office buildings. At night the West Loop turns up the
glamour. Stroll along the main veins of W Randolph St
and W Fulton Market and you’ll get the drift.

The Near West Side also includes the ethnic neighbor-
hoods of Greektown (along Halsted St) and Little Italy
(along Taylor St). Neither has much in the way of sights,
but gustatory tourists will revel in the delicious offerings.

To the southwest lies Pilsen, the center of Chicago’s
Mexican community. A trip to this colorful, mural-
splashed neighborhood is like stepping into a foreign
country. Spend an afternoon poking around the bakeries,
taquerias and the impressive art museum. Chicago’s hip-
ster underground is also here, so you’ll find some great bo-
hemian bars and restaurants if you linger into the evening.

Local Life

= Vintage jackpot Local fashionistas scour 18th St’s
vintage shops in Pilsen. Several pop up in the mile-long
stretch between Halsted St and Ashland Ave.

= Tube socks and tacos Maxwell Street Market (p176)
draws a local crowd of junk hounds and Mexican-
street-food fans.

= Fish for all Pleasant House (p173) has a devoted fan
base, especially during the Friday fish fry.

= Pastrami for politicos Local politicians get their
sandwich fix at Manny’s Deli (p167); listen in for good
g0ssip.

Getting There & Away

= El Pink Line to 18th St for Pilsen; Green, Pink Lines
to Morgan or Clinton for West Loop; Blue Line to UIC-
Halsted for Greektown; Pink Line to Polk or Blue Line
to Racine for Little Italy.

= Bus For United Center, buses 19 (game-day express)
and 20 run along Madison St. Number 8 travels along
Halsted St through Greektown and Pilsen.

» Taxi The West Loop and Greektown are only 1.25
miles west of the Loop, making them a fairly cheap
ride. And cabs are easy to hail in the neighborhoods.
= Car It can be tough to find parking in the West Loop
and Greektown, but valets abound. Street parking is
pretty easy in Little Italy and Pilsen.



