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California
Driving Guide

With jaw-dropping scenery and one of the
USA’s most comprehensive highway networks,
California is an all-star destination for a road trip.

DRIVER’S LICENSE &
DOCUMENTS

Out-of-state and international visitors may
legally drive a car in California with their
home driver’s license. If you're driving into
the USA from Canada or Mexico, bring
your vehicle's registration papers, liability
insurance and home driver's license; an
International Driving Permit (IDP) is a good
supplement but isn’t currently required.

If you're from overseas, an IDP will have
more credibility with traffic police and
simplify the car-rental process, especially
if your license doesn't have a photo orisn't
written in English. International automobile
associations can issue IDPs, valid for one
year, for a fee. Always carry your home
license together with the IDP.

The American Automobile Association
(AAA) has reciprocal agreements with
some international auto clubs (eg Cana-
da’'s CAA, AAA in Australia), so bring your
membership card from home.

INSURANCE

California law requires liability insurance
for all vehicles. When renting a car, check
your home auto-insurance policy or your
travel-insurance policy to see if rental cars
are already covered. If not, expect to pay
about $20 per day for liability insurance
when renting a car.

Insurance against damage to the car
itself, called Collision Damage Waiver
(CDW) or Loss Damage Waiver (LDW),
costs another $10 to $20 or more per
day for rental cars. The deductible may

require you to pay up to the first $500 for
any repairs. If you decline CDW, you will
be held liable for all damages up to the full
value of the car.

Some credit cards cover COW/LDW,
provided you charge the entire cost of the
car rental to that card. If you have an ac-
cident, you may have to pay the rental-car
company first, then seek reimbursement.
Most credit-card coverage isn't valid for
rentals over one month or for ‘exotic’
models (eg convertibles, RVs).

HIRING A VEHICLE

To rent your own wheels, you'll typically
need to be at least 25 years old, hold a
valid driver’s license and have a major
credit card, not a check or debit card.

Rates generally include unlimited mile-
age, but expect surcharges for additional
drivers and one-way rentals. Airport loca-
tions may have cheaper rates but higher
fees; if you get a fly-drive package, local
taxes may be extra when you pick up the
car. Child or infant safety seats are com-
pulsory; reserve them (from $10 per day)
when booking your car.

Major car-rental companies:

Alamo ([2844-341-8645; www.alamo.com)
Avis ((2)800-633-3469; www.avis.com)
Budget ([2/800-218-7992; www.budget.com)
Dollar ([2)800-800-4000; www.dollar.com)
Enterprise ((/844-362-0812; www.
enterprise.com)

Fox ([//855-571-8410; www.foxrentacar.com)
Hertz ([21800-654-3131; www.hertz.com)
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