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PLEASE DON’T CONTACT US WITH 
COMPLAINTS SUCH AS

“I went on vacation to Belize in June, and it rained 

hard every day. My husband wants to know why that 

isn’t in The Book of Everything.” 

Also, we should tell you right now that there’s 

nothing about packing your suitcase or backpack, 

or prospecting for gold in Brazil, or surviving in the Antarctic, 

or climbing Mount Everest, or dancing at Carnevale, 

or anything at all about Mombasa, Mumbai or Montevideo, 

or about tattooing, or about those flaps on an 

aircraft’s wings and what they do. 

(Although we could explain that last one; 

it’s just not very interesting.)

Anyway, if you are looking for any of that information, 

and have read this far but haven’t bought the book yet, 

then don’t buy it—it’s not right for you. 

But everything else is within these pages, 

so read on. It’ll be fun. You’ll see.

N I G E L H O L M ES, J U LY 2012

QUICK QUESTION 

The Book of EVERYTHING? How can that be?

QUICK ANSWER 
It can’t be!

WE DID CONSIDER 
OTHER TITLES 

THE BOOK OF ALMOST EVERYTHING

THE BOOK OF THINGS WE THOUGHT TRAVELLERS 
MIGHT FIND INTERESTING 

A WHOLE LOT  OF FASCINATING 
TRAVEL TRIVIA 

HOW TO PLAY CROQUET, EAT BUGS IN THE JUNGLE, 
DELIVER A BABY, SAY CHEERS 

IN CHINESE AND ABOUT 78 OTHER THINGS

…and so on, but none of them seemed quite right. 

So The Book of Everything it is.

Q. 

A.

FOREWORD FOREWORD
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10  A diff erent world

12 Around the world: the equator

14 The world’s highest mountains

16 What are the “Northern Lights”? 

18 What do those signs mean? 

20 The world’s most commonly spoken languages

22 How to count to 10 in 25 languages

24 Can’t fi nd the word? 

26 Mother! 

28 How to read Egyptian hieroglyphs

30 Who’s happy, who’s not?

32 Disappearing diversity

34 How to predict the weather from the clouds

36 Snow? What’s that?

38 The world’s electrical outlets

UNDERSTANDING 
THE WORLD
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