
AROUND THE WORLD

IN 50 WAYS

For Charlotte and Ben – DS
For JOHN – FC

Written by

Dan Smith

Illustrated by 

Frances Castle



4 5

Go
to p6

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

So, are you ready to join me  
on the trip of a lifetime? then 
stop hanging around!

 
turn the page  
and let’s begin...

Hi, My name’s Zak. welcome 
to ‘around the world in 
50 ways’. if you think 
this is a book where you 
open at page 1 and read 
right through to the end, 
then think again.

you’ll visit incredible 
cities along the way and 
try things you’ve never 
done before. Now’s your 
chance to surf in Honolulu, 
ride a camel in marrakech, 
snorkel in queensland or 
take a taxi in new york. 

There are many different ways 
to get from a to b. You’ll take 

plane rides of course, but ever 

been in a tuk–tuk, a bicycle 
rickshaw or a jeepney? this is 

where you get to have fun!

your trip is guaranteed to be 
great fun even when it goes 
wrong! go back to the beginning 
and have a completely different 
adventure. Just keep going 
until you find the right path.

Pick the right 
route and 
you’ll make 
it all the way 
around the 
planet and 
safely back to 
London. But be 
warned, take a 
wrong turn and 
your journey 
will come to a...

DEAD END!

you’re in charge here, so you choose 
where to go and what to do next!

If it does, 

don’t panic!

In this book, you are the main 

character, The aim is to take a trip 

around the world, starting and 

ending in London. 
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Tickets, please! 

ALL aboard the…

EUROSTAR
We are on board one 

of the 400 Eurostar 

trains that shuttle 

passengers and 

vehicles back and 

forth between the UK 

and mainland Europe 

every day. the trains 

pass through the 

Channel Tunnel, which 

runs for 38km (23.5mi) 

beneath the English 

Channel. 

the tunnel
The idea for a Channel Tunnel was 

first suggested in 1802 but it wasn’t 
until 1988 that building work began. 

The tunnel was opened six years 
later and is the longest 

undersea tunnel in 
the world.

Over one million pet cats and 
dogs have travelled on the 
Eurostar!

travel 2 hrs 15 mins

Go
to p130
Travel 2 hrs

Go
to p62

WHERE NEXT?
Goodbye london and 
hello mainland europe! 

But as we speed towards 

the channel tunnel, which 

way will we go?
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31 hrs

20 hrs
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Hit the Road in a…

HIRE 
CAR

We’re heading off 
on the ultimate 
road trip in a gas–
guzzling hire car. I’ve 
filled up the tank and 
checked the tyres, so 
we’re all set for our 
next adventure. Put 
your favourite tunes 
on the car stereo and 
get ready to cover 
some serious mileage. 

in 1984, Swiss couple Emil and Liliana Schmid 
began the longest car journey in history.  
They are still going, having driven nearly 
805,000km (500,000mi) in the same vehicle! 

american diner
how about we find a roadside diner? then park outside and refuel 

inside! What will you have? Eggs and bacon and a stack of pancakes? 

deep–fried chicken or smoky barbecued pork? Make mine a burger, 

fries and a soda, then I’ll be ready to get behind the wheel again!

WHERE NEXT?
That all depends on how 
long your road trip 
takes and how many stops 
you make…
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take cover in… 

KYOTO!
We’ve arrived in one of Japan’s prettiest cities. Where other 
parts of the country love to be cutting-edge and modern, Kyoto 
is a little more old-fashioned. It’s said that there are 1,600 
Buddhist temples here, some dating back as far as the year 603.  
as well as all the beautiful, relaxing gardens, We’ll be able to 
buy traditional Japanese food like tofu, fish, pickles and tea. 

DEAD END!
Kyoto was 
the capital of 
Imperial Japan 
for over 1,000 
years.

uh oh! what’s that thunder 
crack? where is everyone 
going? Oh dear, the weather 
forecast says there’s a typhoon 
heading towards the city. We’d 
best get under cover until 
it’s over. I’m afraid that means 
our journey has come to an end. 
it’s back to the start for you. 
Better luck next time! 
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WHERE NEXT?
there’s so much to 
see and do in south 
africa, but the plane 
is waiting...

Experience the Joy of…

JOHANNESBU RG! fly 11 hrs 30 mins

fly 15 hrs 30 mins

Go
to

Go
to

p156

p30Take a tour of Johannesburg,  

South Africa’s largest city and the  

capital of Gauteng Province.  

Jo’burg (as it’s known by the locals) 

has moved on from its past when 

there were different rules 

for people depending on the 

colour of their skin. Today, 

spectacular buildings and 

hip new neighbourhoods 

are springing up 
everywhere. Come 
with me and explore 

the new South 
Africa!    

About 40% of all 
the gold ever 
found comes from 
the area around 

Johannesburg!

maropeng 
our human ancestors have lived in this 

place for over 4 million years! Scientists 
have found loads of amazing fossils in the 
ancient Sterkfontein caves – over 90,000  
of them – and more than 9,000 stone 
tools used by early humans.

The Cradle of Humankind
Just an hour from jo’burg by car and we’re  
at Maropeng, an area nicknamed the cradle  
of civilization. 



98 99

Feel Alive in…

ALASKA! fly 6 hrs 30 mins

fly 21 hrs

Go
to

Go
to

p36
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Welcome 

to the 

largest state 

in the USA. not  

many people live 

here, which means there’s 

A LOT of space to enjoy. 

If you like mountains 

and icy wilderness, 

then Alaska is just 

the place for you. 

We won’t be entirely 

on our own though 

because it’s teeming 

with wildlife. Just 

try not to bump into a 

brown bear — they’re huge 

and not very cuddly!  

tongass forest 
When you’ve seen enough 
mountains and icy 
glaciers, we can head for 
Tongass – the biggest 
national forest in the 
USA. There’s no better way 
to explore this natural 
world than whizzing 
along a zip wire, high 
above the treetops. 
WHHHHEEEEEE! 

The United States bought 
Alaska from Russia in 1867 
for just two cents per 
acre. What a bargain!

WHERE NEXT?
We’ll fly out of 
anchorage in Alaska. 
How long do you want 
to be in the air?
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Enjoy the Warm Welcome of… 

wellington!

fly 2 hrs,  
sail 2 weeks!

We’ve found our way to new zealand – wellington to be 

precise – the world’s most remote and southerly capital 

city! It’s a beauty too, Built on the shores of North Island, 

one of New Zealand’s two main islands. we’ll see the amazing 

harbour, golden beaches, lush green hillsides and snow–capped 

mountains. bring a warm coat though – it gets windy here!

In 1893 New Zealand 
became the first 
country to give 
women the vote.

WHERE NEXT?
You’re sad to 
leave this amazing 
country, but you 
need to press on. 

fly 4 hrs

Go
to

Go
to

p44

p24zealandia
Wellington has all the things 
you’d expect in a big city. The 
Museum of New Zealand, ‘Te Papa 
Tongarewa’ for instance, tells 
the history of New Zealand, 
including its native Maori 
people. But this is a country 
best enjoyed outdoors, so 
let’s head for the Zealandia 
wildlife reserve. Hopefully 
we’ll spot a kiwi — a very 
shy, flightless bird, and New 
Zealand’s national symbol.
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