
Casablanca 
After a few drinks at Ricks, 

reconstitute with some seksu 
bedawi (couscous with seven 

vegetables). 

Lilongwe
After some fresh Lake 
Malawi fish, finish with 
some mbatata 
cookies (cinnamon 
and sweet potato).

Libreville
Smoked Atlantic fish with odika 
(crushed acacia seeds, known as 
‘chocolate’) is a Gabonese delight.

Buea
Ndole (bitter leaf sauce flavoured with 
smoked fish) and kati-kati (marinated 
chicken) never tasted this good. 

Port Harcourt 
Try some jollof – peppery rice 

cooked with palm oil and tomato, 
soaked up with cassava.

Port Louis 
Ourite (octopus) is a mainstay 
here, cooked in saffron or a 
green papaya curry.

Ngazidja
The largest isle in the Comoros 
archipelago is topped by the 
active Mt Karthala volcano.

Mayotte 
This tiny, reef-ringed French 
archipelago between Madagascar and 
Mozambique is deliciously remote.  

Zanzibar  
Zanzibar: the very name conjures 
up exotic images of endless white 
beaches and rattling palms.

Isla Corisco 
The beaches here are perfectly 

clichéd: pure sands, swaying 
palms and aquamarine seas.

Chizumulu Island 
A tiny mid-lake paradise with an 
almost Mediterranean coastline 
and an uber-chilled beach lodge.

Arquipélago dos Bijagós 
One of the world’s most beautiful 
chains of offshore islands, with 
rare wildlife aplenty.

Mt Meru 
In Arusha National 
Park, this dormant 

volcano (Africa’s 
fifth-highest peak) 

offers sublime hiking 
opportunities.

Mt Kenya 
Africa’s second-highest mountain lords 
over wonderful hiking country and 
provides predictably brilliant views.

Rwenzori Mountains
National Park 

Uganda’s fabled ‘Mountains of the 
Moon’ feature snow and glaciers 

and hardly any other climbers.

High Atlas 
Tread steep paths past 
flat-roofed, earthen 
Berber villages, 
terraced gardens and 
walnut groves.

Mt Cameroon 
Lace up your hiking boots to 
climb the mist-shrouded slopes 
of West Africa’s highest peak.

Sindou Peaks 
Wander through this 

narrow, craggy chain of 
dramatic cones sculpted 

by the elements.

Abidjan 
Hit the bars to the crazy upbeat 

sounds of coupé-décalé dance music.

Saint-Louis 
This endearing French-colonial hub 
hosts an esteemed international 
jazz festival every May.

Ouagadougu
Afrobeat, soul and blues 
influence the jazz scene 
in the Burkinabé capital.

Saint-Pierre 
Everyday island life is infused 

with traditional Creole maloya 
music, salsa and reggae.

Conakry 
One of West Africa’s buzziest 

musical cities, with myriad 
live-music venues.

Mindelo
Look forward to a wonderful mix 

of Portuguese melancholy with 
sultry Cabo Verdean sounds.

Harare 
Harare’s broad avenues play 
host to cultural tours, arts 
festivals and cranking live music.

Lagos 
The highlights of Africa’s largest city 
include a superb live-music scene and 
inimitable West African street life.

Johannesburg 
With a regenerated heart, 

South Africa’s ‘City of Gold’ is a 
vibey and inspiring place.

Nairobi 
Kenya’s capital is dynamic and 
progressive, with a superb national 
park just beyond the skyscrapers.

Algiers
Algeria’s engaging capital 
(aka ‘la Blanche’) is where 
modern, traditional and 
colonial-era Algeria meet.

Antananarivo 
Wander the cobbled streets of ‘Tana’ 
past houses with painted shutters 
and soaring church spires.

Swakopmund 
World-famous for its sweaty and 

breathless opportunities, from 
sand-dune surfing to skydiving.

Gulf of Tadjoura  
Dive on well-preserved wrecks, 
healthy reefs and spectacular 
walls off tiny Djibouti.

Semonkong 
Plunge 204m down Lesotho’s 

Malesunyane Falls on the world’s 
longest commercially operated 

single-drop abseil.

Great Usutu River  
White-water rafting in Swaziland 
including Grade IV rapids not for 
the faint-hearted.

Jeffreys Bay  
The long right-hand point 
break here is one of the best 
surf spots on the planet.

Northern 
Mozambique  

Sail by dhow past 
remote islands or 

venture into trackless 
bush in the interior.

Lalibela 
A mind-blowing maze of 

rock-hewn churches – Christianity 
at its most ancient and unbending.

Hassan II Mosque  
In Casablanca, this incredible 

mosque is Africa’s largest, with 
the world’s tallest minaret (210m).

El Jem Amphitheatre 
One of the world’s best-preserved 
Roman ruins – an amazing arena 
which once sat 35,000 people.

Namib Sand Sea  
The lonesome desert of 

childhood imaginings, with 
perfectly sculpted sand dunes.

Robben Island  
Nelson Mandela’s former 
prison is now the cultural 
touchstone of a continent.

Valley of the Kings  
World Heritage site where 

nobles and pharaohs were 
buried over five centuries.

Masai Mara National Reserve 
Backed by the spectacular Siria 
Escarpment and heaving with 
animals great and small.

Fish River Canyon  
This epic schism in the 

Namibian landscape is often 
called ‘Africa’s Grand Canyon’. 

Sani Pass 
This 2865m-high mountain 
pass rewards travellers with 
showstopping views across the 
southern Drakensberg.

Okavango Delta  
Take a scenic flight or soak up 
the lush waterscapes from a 
traditional mokoro canoe.

Ong Jemal 
These astonishingly 

barren plains doubled as 
the planet of Tatooine in 

the Star Wars movies. 

Danakil Depression 
Truly unique, the sulphur-tinted, 
sub-sea-level volcanic landscape 
here is eerily beautiful.

Sebkha Circuit 
Loop through sand dunes, salt lakes 
and crumbling ksars (castles) on 
this epic Saharan drive.

Parc National d’Odzala 
An astonishing wilderness 
protecting elephants and gorillas, 
deep in the Congo rainforest.

Addis Ababa  
The Merkato is possibly the 
largest open-air market on 

the continent…but watch out 
for shady characters.

Marché des Féticheurs 
This weird-and-wonderful 

place in Lomé will appeal 
if you’re running short on 

monkey skulls.

Grand Marché de Dantokpa 
Interested in talismans and the 
darker side of African religions? 
Head to Cotonou’s massive market.

Kumasi
Kejetia market is the place to 

buy beautiful kente fabrics 
and Ashanti crafts.

Port de Pêche 
Nouakchott’s main fishing 
market is famously frenzied 
and fabulously stinky.

Banjul
Join the frenzy of buying, 
bartering and bargaining at the 
mid-19th-century Albert Market.

Souq Al Gomaa 
Join the junk-swap scrum in 
Cairo: you might emerge with 
new clothes or old taxidermy.

Keren Camel Market 
Join the weekly walk to the 
edge of town to haggle for 

camels and random livestock.

Maloula 
A tiny beach tucked into a 
cove on the end of a 
spectacular coastal drive.

Watamu 
Seven kilometres of unspoilt beach 
with a lovely fishing village nearby.

Lake Malawi 
Soft sand fringes the shore 

of this vast turquoise lake 
lined with reggae bars.

Tofo 
A long arc of white sand with 
azure waters, plus surfing and 
diving with manta rays.

Yellich 
This Mediterranean 
village has a mighty fine 
beach with an island 
you can walk out to.

Pointe Lafayette 
Removed from the island clamour, the 
beaches here feel like undiscovered 
outposts of tropical perfection.

Akwidaa & Cape Three Points 
Sweeping beaches, trips through 

plantations and mangroves, and, in 
season, turtles nesting in the sand.

Cap Skirring 
The coastal jewel of 

Casamance, with some of 
Senegal’s loveliest beaches.

Tiwai Island  
Join a nocturnal hike through 

the forest in pursuit of the 
pygmy hippo.

Kruger National Park  
This famous park has 5000 

rhinos alone, and landscapes 
from woodland to mopane-veld.

Mana Pools National Park 
You’re almost guaranteed to 

see lions here, on a guided or 
unguided walk.

South Luangwa National Park  
Take a walking safari through 

glorious scenery to spy prolific 
wildlife, including 400 bird species.

Parc National
Andasibe Mantadia  
Madagascar’s largest lemur, the 
indri, is easily seen – and heard! – 
at this fabulous national park.

Loango National Park 
Elephants on the beach, 

surfing hippos and habituated 
gorillas – what a place! Parc National de la Rusizi  

Antelopes and hippos splash and 
stomp through this national park 

just outside Bujumbura.

Osun Sacred Grove  
Vervet monkeys patrol the 
canopy while crocodiles 
cruise the sacred river.
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World Heritage
Sites )
Beyond Egypt’s pyramids, Victoria 
Falls and the Serengeti, there are 
123 other Unesco World Heritage–
listed sites to discover in Africa – a 
collection of cultural and natural 
highlights like no other.

á Lalibela (Ethiopia, F3)

á Hassan II Mosque (Morocco, C1)

á El Jem Amphitheatre (Tunisia, D1)

á Namib Sand Sea (Namibia, D5)

á Robben Island  (South Africa, E6)

á Valley of the Kings (Egypt, F2)
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Adventure
Activities p
Many travellers are drawn to Africa 
by the lure of high-adrenaline 
thrills, often with an untried edge 
and a sense that this really is some 
kind of final frontier.

Ø Swakopmund (Namibia, D5)

Ø Gulf of Tadjoura (Djibouti, F3)

Ø Semonkong (Lesotho, E6)

Ø Great Usutu River (Eswati, F5)

Ø Jeff reys Bay (South Africa, E6)

Ø Northern Mozambique 
(Mozambique, F4)
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Urban
Adventures q
Africans are leaving the 
countryside and flocking to the 
cities in their legion. Fabulous 
food, live music, markets and 
dizzying street life – it’s all in 
Africa’s  booming metropolises.

U Harare (Zimbabwe, F5)

U Lagos (Nigeria, D3)

U Johannesburg (South Africa, E5)

U Nairobi (Kenya, F4)

U Algiers (Algeria, D1)

U Antananarivo (Madagascar, G5)
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Hiking &
Mountains c
As befits a continent where 
humankind first walked out of the 
jungle, there are world-class hiking 
trails right across Africa, plus 
mountains so high they’re capped 
by glaciers.

è Mt Meru (Tanzania, F4)

è Mt Kenya (Kenya, F4)

è Rwenzori Mountains National 
Park (Uganda, E3)

è High Atlas (Morocco, C1)

è Mt Cameroon (Cameroon, D3)

è Sindou Peaks (Burkina Faso, C3)
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Fabulous
Foods k
There are two things all African 
cultures have in common – they 
love to eat and it’s almost always 
a social event. African food is 
generally bold and colourful, with 
rich, earthy textures and strong, 
spicy undertones.

ú Casablanca (Morocco, C1)

ú Lilongwe (Malawi, F5)

ú Libreville (Gabon, D4)

ú Buea (Cameroon, D3)

ú Port Harcourt (Nigeria, D3)

ú Port Louis (Mauritius, G5)
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Live Music 
In Africa, music is much more than 
just a hobby or a soundtrack – it’s 
an omnipresent, vital expression of 
life that’s irrefutably compelling.

 Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire, C3)

 Saint-Louis (Senegal, B2)

 Ouagadougu (Burkina Faso, C3)

 Saint-Pierre (Réunion, G5)

 Conakry (Guinea, C3)

 Mindelo (Cabo Verde, B2)
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Islands e
With a coastline more than 
30,500km long, it’s no surprise 
that there are some awesome 
islands off continental Africa’s 
shores (and in the middle of a few 
lakes, too).

Û Ngazidja (Comoros, F4)

Û Mayotte (Mayotte, F4)

Û Zanzibar (Tanzania, F4)

Û Isla Corisco (Gabon, D4)

Û Chizumulu Island (Malawi, F4)

Û Arquipélago dos Bijagós 
(Guinea-Bissau, B3)
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AFRICAAFRICA
P L A N N I N G  M A PP L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover Africa's top regional sights, and 
experience it through an inspiring list of themes

Cheetah, 
Masai Mara, Kenya
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Inspiring
Landscapes g
Africa has few peers when it comes 
to super-scale natural landscapes, 
encompassing everything from the 
shifting dunes of the Sahara to the 
steamy rainforests of the Congo.

ö Masai Mara National Reserve 
(Kenya, F4)

ö Fish River Canyon (Namibia, E5)

ö Sani Pass (South Africa, E6)

ö Okavango Delta (Botswana, E5)

ö Ong Jemal (Tunisia, D1)

ö Danakil Depression (Ethiopia, F3)

ö Sebkha Circuit (Algeria, C2)

ö Parc National d’Odzala (Republic of 
Congo, D3)
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Markets &
Bazaars z
Hang with the locals in Africa’s 
colourful markets and bazaars. 
Hone your haggling skills, enjoy 
some sublime street food and revel 
in the mayhem that is everyday 
African street life.

þ Addis Ababa (Ethiopia, F3)

þ Marché des Féticheurs (Togo, D3)

þ Grand Marché de Dantokpa 
(Benin, D3)

þ Kumasi (Ghana, C3)

þ Port de Pêche (Mauritania, B2)

þ Banjul (Gambia, B3)

þ Souq Al Gomaa (Egypt, F2)

þ Keren Camel Market (Eritrea, F2)
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Beautiful Beaches e
The daily rigours of travelling in 
Africa mean that many visitors 
looking for a break from the road 
chaos end up chilling out on a 
beach…and what beaches!

Ù Maloula (Tunisia, D1)

Ù Watamu (Kenya, F4)

Ù Lake Malawi (Malawi, F5)

Ù Tofo (Mozambique, F4)

Ù Yellich (Morocco, C1)

Ù Pointe Lafayette (Mauritius, G5)

Ù Akwidaa & Cape Three Points 
(Ghana, C3)

Ù Cap Skirring (Senegal, B3)
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Watching
Wildlife V
Astonishing wildlife encounters are 
a highlight of many African visits – 
either on safari in a famous national 
park or at unexpected moments by 
the roadside, on the beach or in the 
garden at your hotel.

z Tiwai Island (Sierra Leone, C3)

z Kruger National Park 
(South Africa, F5)

z Mana Pools National Park 
(Zimbabwe, E5)

z South Luangwa National Park 
(Zambia, F4)

z Parc National Andasibe Mantadia 
(Madagascar, G5)

z Loango National Park (Gabon, D4)

z Parc National de la Rusizi (Burundi, E4)

z Osun Sacred Grove (Nigeria, D3)
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C E N T R A L  A F R I C AC E N T R A L  A F R I C A
Central Africa? Are you mad?! Much of this region is 
a no-go zone due to internal confl icts – Chad, South 
Sudan and the Central Africa Republic included – but 
intrepid travellers do visit the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Highlights here include volcanoes, wildlife 
and wild cities.

NYIR AGONGO E4
Perhaps DRC’s most magnifi cent sight, this active vol-
cano towers above the city of Goma, sending plumes of 
smoke into the sky. Tackle the fi ve-hour ascent for a look 
into the crater’s simmering lava lake below.

KINSHASA E4
Sub-Saharan Africa’s second-largest city, ‘Kin’ is shot-
through with chaos, music and a lust for life that is as 
infectious as it is overwhelming, There’s no better place 
for a whirlwind introduction to Congolese life.

LOL A YA BONOBO SANCTUARY D 4
Meet the rare bonobo, a peace-loving relative of the 
chimpanzee, at this excellent orphanage – an example 
of how some African nations are successfully stalling 
the trend of vanishing wildlife.Bonobo, Lola Ya Bonobo Sanctuary

Nyiragongo
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N O R T H W E S T  A F R I C AN O R T H W E S T  A F R I C A
Just a short hop from Europe, Africa’s northwestern 
countries morph Roman, French and Spanish infl uences 
with traditional Moorish culture. Spread along the Medi-
terranean’s southern shores towards the Atlantic coast, 
the food, architecture, music and landscapes here are 
dizzyingly diverse.

FE Z MEDINA C1
The Fez medina (old town) is the maze to end all mazes: 
the only way to experience it is to plunge in head fi rst. 
It’s an adventure into a medieval world of hidden 
squares, enormous studded doors, mosaics, intricate 
plasterwork and colourful souqs.

DJ EMA A EL FNA C1
Circuses can’t compare to the madcap, Unesco-
acclaimed halqa (street theatre) in Marrakesh’s main 
square. ‘La Place’ draws crowds with astrologers, 
snake-charmers, acrobats and dentists with jars of 
pulled teeth. 

TIMGAD D1
Standing atop the theatre and surveying the hushed, 
ruined grandeur of this vast Roman city in Algeria is a 
perplexing experience. Two thousand years ago, this 
would have been a very busy place.

DOUZ D1
In Tunisia, saddle up your camel in Douz and head into 
the great dunes of the Sahara Desert – the legendary 
Grand Erg Oriental. As the sun sets and the streets cool, 
Douz comes alive, the cafes around the central souq 
(market) buzzing with activity.

DAKHL A B 2
This Western Saharan city is an appealingly relaxed 
destination. A constant feature is the cobalt intensity 
of the Atlantic Ocean, softened here by palm trees, a 
pleasing oceanfront esplanade, Spanish-style eateries 
and a shallow island-studded lagoon.Snake-charmer, Djemaa El Fna

Medina, Fez
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N O R T H E A S T  A F R I C AN O R T H E A S T  A F R I C A
Although parts of this region are deeply troubled and 
off -limits for travellers – Libya and parts of Sudan – 
Africa’s northeast is also home to Egypt’s magnifi cent 
pyramids and mighty River Nile. Enigmatic Eritrea is 
open for business, as are Sudan’s pyramids and Red 
Sea reefs.

THE RIVER NILE F 2
The Nile is Egypt’s lifeline – the artery that runs through 
the entire country, from south to north. Take a boat ride 
to appreciate its importance and beauty and see some 
of Egypt’s archaeological sites as they were meant to be 
viewed. 

GIZ A F 2
The great pyramids of Giza are at the top of most travel 
itineraries and for good reason. However familiar the 
image of these wonders of the ancient world are, they 
remain both awesome to see and fascinating to visit. 

MEROE PYR AMIDS F 2
Seemingly lost under the folds of giant apricot-coloured 
dunes, this ancient royal cemetery, with its clusters of 
narrow pyramids blanketing sand-swept hills, is a spec-
tacular Sudanese sight.

ASMAR A F 3
Art deco architecture in a tiny pocket of Northeast 
Africa? The little city of Asmara, in Eritrea, protects a 
dazzling collection of art deco wonders, arcing back to 
Italian colonial days of the 1930s.

Meroe Pyramids

Felucca on the River Nile
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S O U T H E R N  A F R I C AS O U T H E R N  A F R I C A
The southern span of Africa is an astonishingly diverse 
region, fused together by its prolifi c wildlife, major-scale 
landscapes and remnants of ancient culture. This is 
Africa at its most potent and memorable.

VICTORIA FALL S E 5
The largest waterfall in the world, thunderous Victoria 
Falls, between Zambia and Zimbabwe, will blow your 
mind and soak your shirt. A million litres of water per 
second are funnelled over the 1908m drop, creating a 
plume of spray visible for kilometres.

E TOSHA NATIONAL PARK E 5
There are few places in Southern Africa that can 
compete with the wildlife possibilities of Namibia’s ex-
traordinary Etosha. A single waterhole here can deliver 
thousands of sightings a day – including lions and black 
rhinos aplenty.

CAPE TOWN E6
Overlooked by fl at-topped Table Mountain, with its cable 
car, walking trails and abseiling, Cape Town is one of 
the world’s most beautiful cities. Fill your days visiting 
beaches and wineries, wandering the waterfront and 
meeting the easy-going Cape locals.

GRE AT ZIMBABWE F 5
The greatest medieval city in sub-Saharan Africa, the 
World Heritage–listed Great Zimbabwe is one of the 
nation’s most treasured sights. Visit the wonderfully 
preserved ruins of the Bantu civilisation and fabled 
capital of the Queen of Sheba.

MOZ AMBIQUE ISL AND F 5
Dhows shifting silently through shallow seas, bruised 
colonial buildings, church choirs competing with the 
muezzin’s call to prayer... World Heritage–listed Mo-
zambique Island is an atmospheric melange of African, 
Portuguese, Swahili, French and Goan fl avours – a 
classic African melting pot.

Black rhino, Etosha National Park
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I N D I A N  O C E A NI N D I A N  O C E A N
Adrift in the Indian Ocean, Madagascar is unique: 5% of all known animal and plant species are found here, and here 
alone. Other island nations like Mauritius, Comoros, Réunion and Seychelles off er bedazzling beaches and bound-
less reasons to relax.

PARC NATIONAL D’ ISALO F 5
With a host of epic landscapes – canyons, ravines, 
gorges and savanna-like plains – Madagascar’s super-
popular Isalo off ers hiking, horse riding, mountain 
biking, 4WD circuits, swimming in natural pools...and 
lemurs! 

TSINGY DE BEMAR AHA F 5
There is nothing else on Earth quite like the jagged lime-
stone pinnacles of Madagascar’s Tsingy de Bemaraha – 
serrated, surreal-looking peaks and boulders that are 
a geological work of art, the result of millennia of water 
and wind erosion.

PITON DE L A FOURNAISE G 5
Réunion’s crowning glory, le volcan (as it’s known to 
locals) broods black and beautiful, its shapely form 
towering over the island. It is an active volcano, but hik-
ing and horse trails lead to the summit, while helicopter 
fl ights off er bird’s-eye caldera views.

DIVING THE SE YCHELLES G 4
Off  the north coast of Mahé you’ll fi nd a scintillating 
underwater world of coral reefs, fascinating shipwrecks, 
dense schools of tropical fi sh, whale sharks and mas-
sive rays – the region’s best diving.

Tsingy de Bemaraha
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E A S T  A F R I C AE A S T  A F R I C A
East Africa is the Africa of wildlife-fi lled childhood 
dreams – a realm of extraordinary landscapes, peoples 
and wildlife in one of our planet’s most beautiful cor-
ners. To seal the deal, the Indian Ocean beaches here 
are sublime.

SERENGE TI NATIONAL PARK F4
In this most superlative of East African parks, time often 
seems to stand still. The Seronera River and its Tanzani-
an hinterland could just be the easiest place on Earth to 
encounter wildlife, in any month of the year.

VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK E4
Sharing the deep Rwandan forest with a family of 
mountain gorillas is an utterly humbling experience. The 
term ‘once in a lifetime’ is bandied about a lot, but gorilla 
tracking in Volcanoes National Park is one experience 
where it just happens to be true.

J INJA F4
In Uganda, the source of the Nile is one of the most 
spectacular white-water rafting destinations in the 
world. Expect long, rollicking strings of Grade IV and V 
rapids, with plenty of thrills and spills.

MT KILIMANJARO F4
It’s hard to resist the allure of climbing Tanzania’s (and 
Africa’s) highest peak, one of the Holy Grails of East 
African travel, with its snow-capped summit, views over 
the surrounding plains and otherworldly gravitas.

AMBOSELI NATIONAL PARK F4
There’s possibly no better place in the world to watch 
elephants than Amboseli National Park in Kenya’s 
south. A big part of the appeal is the setting – the snow-
capped Mt Kilimanjaro is the backdrop for seemingly 
every picture you’ll take here.

Zebras, 
Serengeti National Park

Elephants, Amboseli National Park

Sahara Desert
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W E S T  A F R I C AW E S T  A F R I C A
West Africa has cachet and soul. Home to the African 
landscapes of our imaginations and inhabited by an 
astonishing diversity of traditional peoples, this is Africa 
as it always has been.

GHANA’S SL AVE COAST C 3
Nothing can prepare you for the experience of visiting 
Ghana’s slave forts. Standing in the damp dungeons or 
being shut in the pitch-black punishment cells is utterly 
chilling. Cape Coast Castle is one of the largest and 
best-preserved forts.

DAK AR B 3
The Senegalese capital is an essential West African 
destination. Relax with lazy beach days, exploring local 
artists’ workshops and feasting on fresh-off -the-boat 
seafood. At night, bars and clubs sway to mbalax, the 
mix of Cuban beats and traditional drumming that 
defi nes Senegalese music.

CAL ABAR D 3
This agreeable river port is the antidote to Nigeria’s 
customary clamour. Combining intriguing colonial 
history with a fabulous hilltop location and proximity to 
the extraordinary biodiversity of the Cameroon–Nigeria 
border region, Calabar trumps just about every Nigerian 
stereotype.

BAÍA DAS AGULHAS D 3
The magnifi cent Baía das Agulhas in São Tomé & 
Príncipe off ers a postcard view of Príncipe’s phonolite 
towers – huge peaks of raw volcanic rock dripping with 
jungle and steaming in the mist. Africa’s next big 
ecotourism destination?

SAHAR A DESERT C 2
In Mauritania’s Adrar region, the Sahara gets serious: 
rocky escarpments and grand canyons give way to an 
ocean of sand, dotted with palm-fringed oases. From 
the gateway town of Atâr, head into the heat by 4WD or 
camel.

Cape Coast Castle, 
Ghana
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ITINERARIES
NORTH AFRICA'S ANCIENT WONDERS
Tunis L1

In Tunisia's capital, waves of colonisation have endowed the city with intoxicat-
ingly rich and complex culture.
A 1¼hrs to Tozeur then K 30min to Ong Jemal

Ong Jemal  L2

Head south to discover Anakin and Luke Skywalker's Tatooine home and left-
over fi lm sets from the Star Wars movies.
K 5hrs to El Jem Amphitheatre

El Jem Amphitheatre  L1

Still in Tunisia, make like a gladiator at one of ancient Rome's biggest and 
best-preserved amphitheatres.
L 2¾hr to Tunis then A 3hr to Cairo

Pyramids of Giza Q3

Hot tip: for a panoramic pyramids view with a Cairo backdrop, head for the 
cliff  beyond the third pyramid.
A 1hr to Luxor

Luxor R3

In Egypt’s Valley of the Kings, Luxor is often described as the ‘world’s great-
est open-air museum’.
A 5½hrs via Cairo to Khartoum then L 4½hrs to Shendi then K 45min to Meroe 
Pyramids

Pyramids of Meroe R6

In Sudan, surrounded by giant apricot-coloured dunes, these ancient, narrow 
pyramids are one of northeast Africa’s most spectacular sights.
K 45min  to Shendi then L 4½hrs to Khartoum then A 1¼hrs to Asmara

Asmara S6

The elevated Eritrean capital (the world’s sixth highest) is blessed with a photo-
genic crop of art deco architecture. 
K 5hrs to Danakil Depression

Danakil Depression S6

With bubbling volcanoes, sulphurous yellow mounds and shimmering 
mirages, Ethiopia’s sub-sea-level Danakil Depression is hotter than Hades.
K 11hrs to Lalibela

Lalibela  S7

No matter how many pictures you’ve seen of these ancient rock-hewn Ethio-
pian churches, the reality is far more impressive.
K 15min then A 5hrs via Addis Ababa to Djibouti

Djibouti T7

Tiny Djibouti is strewn with unusual landscapes: salt lakes, extinct volcanoes, 
sunken plains, limestone chimneys, basaltic plateaus and majestic canyons.

EAST AFRICAN EXTRAVAGANZA
Nairobi R10

Nairobi is Kenya's beating heart, an exciting, maddening urban jungle that 
counterpoints the country’s famously untrammelled wilds.
A 45min to Masai Mara National Reserve 

Masai Mara National Reserve  R10

Allocate a couple of days in the park to hike, jaw-drop at the sunsets and revel 
in the experience of standing atop one of Earth’s great wonders.
K 8¼hrs to Jinja

Jinja R10

Always wanted to try white-water rafting? Jinja in Uganda is the best place in 
Africa to get wet.
J 5¼hrs to Kisoro then K 1¼hrs to Volcanoes National Park

Volcanoes National Park Q10

If fi ve Rwandan volcanoes wasn’t enough, this park is also home to families of 
mountain gorillas.
K 2¼hrs to Kigali then A 1¼hrs to Seronera then K30min to Serengeti National Park

Serengeti National Park  R10

On the vast plains of Tanzania’s Serengeti, the mystery, power and beauty of 
Africa’s wildlife is overwhelming.
A 30min to Seronera then A 50min to Kilimanjaro

Mt Kilimanjaro S11

A snow-capped mountain on the equator in Tanzania, 5896m-high Mt Kili-
manjaro is one of Africa’s most magnifi cent sights.
A 1hr to Zanzibar

Zanzibar S11

A jewel in the Tanzanian sea, intriguing Zanzibar is the place to swim, snorkel 
or just lounge on the sand.

SOUTHERN AFRICA SELECT
Cape Town N18

Start in South Africa's mother city: scale Table Mountain, sleep off  your jetlag 
on a beach or party all night.
A 2¼hrs to Walvis Bay then K 30min to Swakopmund

Swakopmund  M15

Sandwiched between Atlantic rollers and the staggering Namib Desert, 
Swakopmund is Namibia's adventure capital and a surreal colonial remnant.
K 30min to Walvis Bay then A 3¼hrs via Windhoek and Gaborone to Maun then K 2½hrs 
to Okavango Delta

Okavango Delta O15

The stirring counterpoint to Botswana’s Kalahari Desert, the wildlife-rich 
Okavango is one of the world’s largest inland deltas.
K 2½hrs to Maun then A 1hr to Kasane then K 15min to Chobe National Park

Chobe National Park  P15

Kasane is the gateway town to Botswana's Chobe National Park and its amazing 
concentration of elephants.
K 2hrs to Victoria Falls

Victoria Falls  P14

Taking its place alongside Giza’s pyramids and the Serengeti, Victoria Falls is 
one of Africa’s original blockbusters.
K 15min to Livingstone then A 3½hrs via Lusaka to Lilongwe then K 1½hrs to Lake Malawi

Lake Malawi  R13

The white beaches and clear waters of Lake Malawi beckon – experience 
them at Cape Maclear and blissful Likoma Island.
K 1½hrs to Lilongwe then A 1¼hrs to Nampula then K 2½hrs to Mozambique Island

Mozambique Island  S14

Bizarrely overlooked by the average African safari enthusiast, this diminutive 
island protects a romantic cluster of semi-ruined, historically rich structures.
K 2½hrs to Nampula then A 2½hrs to Johannesburg

Johannesburg  P16

Awash with superb museums, South Africa’s ‘Jo’burg’ is an incredibly friend-
ly, unstuff y city on the rebound.
A 3hrs to Madagascar

Madagascar  U15

Is the real thing anything like the movie? No – it’s much better! Amazing 
(non-talking) wildlife is a highlight.

ATLANTIC COASTAL CRUISER
Fez H2

Start your adventures in this supremely self-confi dent Moroccan city, home 
to the world’s largest car-free urban area.
A 3hrs to Marrakesh

Marrakesh G2

Still in Morocco, Marrakesh's heady sights and sounds will dazzle and 
enchant. Don your babouches (leather slippers) and dive in.
A 5¾hrs via Casablanca to Dakar then K 3hrs to Saint-Louis

Saint-Louis  E6

With its crumbling colonial architecture, horse-drawn carts and peaceful vibes, 
this former French settlement in Senegal has boundless historical charm.
K 3hrs to Dakar then A30min to Serekunda

Serekunda E6

In the Gambia, the Atlantic resorts around Serekunda are a great spot for 
some time-out from the African road.
A 1¼hrs to Freetown then K 5hrs to Tiwai Island Wildlife Sanctuary

Tiwai Island Wildlife Sanctuary  F8

On Sierra Leone’s Moa River, this island conservation project protects 700-plus 
plant species and 11 species of primates.
K 5hrs to Freetown then A 6hrs to Bobo Dioulasso via Ouagadougou then K 3hrs to 
Sindou Peaks

Sindou Peaks H7

Head (temporarily) inland to Burkina Faso to tackle a hike around these improba-
bly photogenic, craggy peaks.
K 16½hrs to Cape Coast Castle

Cape Coast Castle  J9

Once one of the world's most important slave-holding sites, Ghana’s Cape Coast 
Castle provides chilling insights.
K 4¾hrs to Lomé

Lomé  J8

Togo's capital delivers unexpected treats, from tasty maquis (street-side eatery) 
food to colourful markets and palm-fringed boulevards.
A 30min to Cotonou

Cotonou  J8

Benin's capital in everything but name: a vibrant, bustling, full-on city. Expect 
pumping nightlife, great restaurants and excellent shopping.
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