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Why Go?
Mozambique beckons with its coastline and swaying palms, 
its traditions, its cultures, its vibe and – most of all – its 
adventure opportunities. This enigmatic southeast African 
country is well off most travellers’ maps, but it has much to 
offer those who venture here: long, dune-fringed beaches, 
turquoise waters abounding in shoals of colourful fish, well-
preserved corals, remote archipelagos in the north, pound-
ing surf in the south and graceful dhows with billowing 
sails. Add to this colonial-style architecture, pulsating night-
life, an endlessly fascinating cultural mix and vast tracks of 
bush populated with elephants, lions and birds galore. Dis-
covering these attractions is not always easy, but it is unfail-
ingly rewarding. Bring along some patience, a tolerance for 
long bus rides and a sense of adventure, and jump in for the 
journey of a lifetime.

When to Go

May–Oct/
Nov Cooler, dry 
weather makes 
this the ideal time 
to visit.

Dec–Mar Rainy 
season can bring 
washedout roads 
and occasional 
flooding in the 
south and centre.

Holidays In South 
African school 
holidays (Christ
mas, Easter, 
August) southern 
resorts fill up.
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Mozambique
POP 23.5 MILLION

Maputo ..........................145
Limpopo National Park .. 169
Inhambane ....................173
Vilankulo ........................ 181
Bazaruto Archipelago .. 186
Beira ............................. 189
Chimoio ........................ 195
Quelimane ....................206
Gurúè & Mt Namúli ...... 210
Mozambique Island  
(Ilha de Moçambique) .. 218
Lake Niassa  
(Lake Malawi) ...............229
Pemba .......................... 233
Quirimbas  
Archipelago ..................239

Best of Nature
»» Gorongosa National  

Park (p194) 
»» Chimanimani Mountains 

(p200)
»» Quirimbas Archipelago 

(p240) 
»» Lake Niassa (p229)

Best of Culture
»» Mozambique Island (p218)
»» Ibo Island (p240)
»» Maputo (p145)
»» Inhambane (p173)


