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The Parks Today

California Dreaming
The economic recession has created an upswing in domestic tourism,
with Americans taking shorter vacations and staying closer to home.
After ebbing to a low of 3.4 million in 2005, Yosemite’s visitation numbers
have risen steadily, getting closer to reaching the all-time 4.2 million peak
of 1996. Visitation at Sequoia & Kings Canyon has been inching up too.
And those folks aren’t just circling the sights and calling it a day.
In both parks, the number of backcountry hiking permits has also in-
creased, spiking in 2008. In a time of federal and California state budget
cuts, parks and other public lands soldier on, trying to do more with less,
and many of the surrounding national forests and state parks have had
to reduce their services.

The Balancing Act

The parks continue to dance the tricky footwork of facilitating preser-
vation while accommodating tourism. Yosemite, especially Yosemite
Valley, still teeters on the edge of being loved to pieces, with little move-
ment towards the conservation goals outlined in its 1980 General Man-
agement Plan or the 2000 Yosemite Valley Plan. Many Yosemite Valley vis-
itors decide to forgo their cars and whiz around by shuttle or bicycle, but
Yosemite’s planners occasionally hatch some head-scratching schemes
to enhance the visitor experience, like cutting down Valley trees to open
up scenic views.

Still, Yosemite has taken a few more recent steps to cut back the impact
of visitors. One new project is restoration of the area surrounding Tenaya
Lake, rerouting people around sensitive habitats. The number of incidents
between humans and bears has decreased significantly over the last dec-
ade, due to increased education and ranger outreach. But the boldest
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