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festivals in western europe

On the last weekend of June, Denmark hosts one of Europe’s biggest rock music festi-
vals – the Roskilde Festival. The Copenhagen Jazz Festival, with 10 days of music in early 
July, presents a wide range of Danish and international jazz, blues and fusion music.

The Amsterdam Fantastic Film Festival, held in April, is a feast of fantasy, horror and 
science fiction movies. On the Nationale Molendag (National Mill Day) in May, nearly 
every working windmill in the Netherlands opens its doors to visitors.

The Cannes Film Festival in May is the world’s most glitzy cinema event and a feast for 
the paparazzi. Another spectacle is the Tour de France, the famous bicycle race through 
France and the neighbouring countries, which ends in Paris in July.

The Berlin Love Parade in June is the largest techno party in the world. Hordes of tour-
ists come to Germany for the famous beer festival in Munich, the Oktoberfest – one of 
Europe’s biggest and most drunken parties, from late September to early October. 

The Hellenic Festival in Athens, the major summer arts festival in Greece, features 
international music, dance and theatre. Το φεστιβάλ κρασιού (the wine festival) is held 
in early September in Dafni, west of Athens, to celebrate the grape harvest. 

The San Remo Music Festival in March has been running in Italy since 1951 and was 
the inspiration for the Eurovision Song Contest. The Italian Gran Prix, organised in 
September at Monza, is one of the oldest circuits in Formula One.

Påske (Easter) is the occasion for the Sami people (Lapps) of Norway to organise 
colourful celebrations with reindeer races and chanting concerts in April. Jonsok (Mid-
summer’s Eve) is celebrated with bonfires and dancing on the beach around 23 June.

Festas das Cruzes (Festival of the Crosses), held in May in Barcelos, Portugal, is known 
for processions, folk music and regional handicrafts. In June, Santarém hosts the Feira 
Nacional da Agricultura (National Agricultural Fair) with bullfighting and folk music.

In June, Pamplona combines the San Fermíne festivities with macho posturing and 
running bulls, drawing TV crews from all over the world to Spain. Semana Santa (Holy 
Week) in April brings parades of holy images and huge crowds, notably in Seville.

On 30 April or Valborgsmässoafton (Walpurgis Night), Sweden celebrates the coming 
of spring with choral songs and huge bonfires. The Stockholm Water Festival in August 
is a major event with all sorts of activities including sport, music and fireworks.

Şeker Bayramı (Sweets Festival) is a three-day festival in Turkey at the end of the 
Muslim lunar month of Ramadan. Kurban Bayramı (Sacrifice Festival), two months 
after Ramadan, lasts for four days during which people make animal sacrifices.
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