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aries

Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.com/ 
thorntree to chat with other 
travellers. 
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Antwerp

One to Two Months
Ultimate Europe

Have limited time but want to see a bit of everything? Start in Dublin, sampling 
the vibrant pubs and traditional Irish craic. From Ireland, take a ferry to Liverpool 
or fly to London for some great theatre. From London, catch the Eurostar train to 
unmissable Paris.

Head north from Paris to Antwerp for amazing beer, and then further north to Amsterdam, 
not forgetting to ride a canal boat. Go east, stopping for a cruise on the Rhine, and spend a few 
days exploring (and surviving) the nightlife in Berlin. Next, Vienna beckons with classical-
music riches. Step west to Zürich and the Alps for awe-inspiring ski slopes and vistas.

Head to the canals of Venice and through Florence to historic Rome. Train it to Bari 
and take a ferry to Athens, then explore island beaches, starting with the stunning San-
torini. Connect by air or go by ferry and train to the French Riviera, to check out quintes-
sential Mediterranean towns such as Nice. Continue to Barcelona before heading to the 
Moorish towns of southern Spain, perhaps Granada. End your trip in laid-back Lisbon, 
enjoying local port wine to celebrate completing your grand journey!

34



LUXEMBOURG

HUNGARY

CZECH
REPUBLIC

BULGARIA

Pompeii
Patra

Calvi

Orange

St-Tropez

Cannes Nice

Córdoba

Gibraltar

Barcelona
Brindisi

Valencia

Málaga

Pisa

Genoa

Granada

Naples

Seville

TUNISIA

SPAIN
ALGERIA

MOROCCO
LIBYA

SPAIN

FRANCE

GREECE

BELGIUM

Sicily

Crete

Sardinia
(It)

Côte
d'Azur

ITALY

SWITZERLAND

GERMANY

AUSTRIA

ROMANIA

SERBIA

Corsica
(Fr)

ROME

Les
Calanques

Balearic
Islands

‚

‚

‚‚
#•

#•

#_

#_

#•

#•
#•

#•
#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•

#•
#•#•

#•
#•

#•

#•

#•
#•

#•

#• #_
ATHENS

Mykonos

Marseille

É

É É

É
É

É
É

É

É

É

É

É

É
É

É

É

É

É

É

É

#•

One to Two Months
Mediterranean Europe

Beautiful weather and scenery are the draw of this comprehensive tour that follows 
famous towns and cities from antiquity to the present.

Start in southern Spain with some British flavour in Gibraltar, where you can 
view the only wild primates in Europe. Go north to the city that defines lovely: Se-

ville. Make your way up the eastern coast past the Moorish town of Málaga and on to the 
ever-beautiful Granada and Córdoba. Then it’s back to the coast at Valencia, for a ferry 
hop to the parties and beaches of the Balearic Islands.

Back on the mainland, Barcelona is filled with the architecture of Gaudí. From here, 
head into France’s Provence region, where in Marseille you can see the fortress that was 
inspiration for the novel The Count of Monte Cristo. Leave the sea for the hills and lavender-
scented towns like Orange. On to the Côte d’Azur and its playground for the rich and 
famous, St-Tropez. A quick stop in the capital of the French Riviera, Nice, makes a good 
jumping-off point for other nearby hot spots such as Cannes.

Take a ferry to Corsica and experience the traditional lifestyle of quiet fishing villages. 
Hit the snowy peaks at Calvi and the groves of Les Calanques before hopping down to 
Sardinia. From here, take a long ferry ride or a quick flight to Sicily to visit colossal Greek 
temples and its famous volcano, Mt Etna.

Catch a ferry to Naples, on the Italian mainland, and take a trip to Pompeii. Move east 
to Brindisi for a ferry to Greece that passes rocky coasts seen by mariners for millennia, 
landing in Patra. Head to Athens to wonder at ancient treasures before getting a plane 
or ferry to islands such as Crete and Mykonos. Retrace your steps to Italy. Head north to 
Rome, taking time to wander amid its ruins and piazzas. Continue through Tuscany, stop-
ping at Pisa to see its famous ‘leaning tower’. Finish up along the Ligurian coast in the port 
city of Genoa via the coastal towns of the Cinque Terre, where you can stroll along the Via 
dell’Amore.
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Backroads of Europe
France & Iberia

Three Weeks
Backroads of Europe

You’ve already done the major capi-
tals and ticked every must-see box. 
Now start seeing the rest of Europe. 
The far north of Ireland is rugged 

and uncrowded; start yourself in Donegal, 
then head to the very welcoming North-
ern Ireland – Belfast in particular. Head 
southeast to the gritty yet charming town 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne in England, then 
catch the ferry to the Netherlands, where 
Rotterdam combines edgy modern archi-
tecture with rocking charm.

Go east to the former East German cit-
ies of Leipzig and Dresden, each of which 
are creating a new future from their his-
toric pasts. Turn south via the amazing Re-
gensburg to the temperate Swiss town of 
Lugano. Traverse Italy and the hidden gem 
of Mantua, followed by beautiful Umbria 
and towns such as Perugia. In the far south, 
take time to wander frenetic Naples and 
the ruin-filled Amalfi Coast before press-
ing on to Sicily and its ancient and colour-
ful culture. Marvel at the Grecian Valley of 
Temples in Agrigento, which rival anything 
in Greece itself.

Two Weeks
France & Iberia

Get a feel for two of Europe’s most 
distinct countries on this relatively 
compact jaunt. Start in Paris, of 
course. Sample the chateaux of the 

Loire Valley, then take the fast TGV train 
to Brittany, where the battlements of St-
Malo always astound. Although the apple 
ciders of the region delight, you’ll want to 
continue south to Burgundy, where red wine 
reaches its pinnacle in the region around 
Bordeaux. Head across the border to the 
Basque city of Bilbao before continuing 
to the pilgrimage shrine of Santiago de 
Compostela.

If you think you eat late at home, you’ve 
got nothing on Madrid, where an evening of 
tapas and drinks in tiny bars can postpone 
dinner until midnight. Find your favourite 
square and become a regular. Spend a day 
inside the walls of the beautiful hill town of 
Segovia. And don’t let the sandstone splen-
dour of Salamanca pass without a stop. Go 
south and plan on using a car to explore the 
many hill towns of Andalucía. Little wind-
ing roads traverse stark landscapes and olive 
orchards before reaching places like Ronda, 
where whitewashed buildings gleam in the 
distance. End at the coast or return to Paris.
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A Sample of Europe
Europe’s German Accent

Two Weeks
A Sample of Europe

Watching Europe from the window 
of a train, gazing at the sea rolling 
past the handrail of a ferry – that’s 
the way generations of travellers have 

explored the continent, and you can, too. To 
stick to tradition you might even grab a kiss 
on a misty station platform or share a hug 
on deck as the land slips away behind you. 
Start in the Scottish castle-town of Edin-
burgh, then take the train to London and 
on to Harwich for a ferry crossing to Hoek 
van Holland. From here, trains connect to 
fabled, gabled Amsterdam.

Take a fast train to Cologne and then 
mellow out on a river cruise down the allur-
ing Rhine River. Alight at Mainz and con-
nect by train through Basel to Interlaken 
for the slow-moving trains and trams that 
wend through glaciers of the Alps. Next take 
a train past rugged scenery to connect with 
stylish Milan, where a fast Italian Eurostar 
train zips to Florence, the heart of the Slow 
Food Movement. Reserve a sleeping com-
partment and snuggle up tight on the night 
train to Paris, feeling the romance in the 
rhythm of the rails.

Two Weeks
Europe’s German Accent

Fly into Munich, where beer halls 
are a short hop away. This is a good 
spot to spend a couple of days – when 
it’s clear, you can see the Alps. Head 

for the hills and behold the cutest castle on 
a hilltop you’ll ever find: the wildly popular 
Neuschwanstein, in Füssen. A short jaunt 
east brings you to Austria’s perfect combi-
nation of hills and music: Salzburg. Move 
west into Switzerland’s lakeside city of Lu-
cerne, where iconic half-timbered bridges 
cross glacier-cold waters. Start your ascent 
by setting up in one of the cosy chalets of 
Wengen, where an imposing wall of Alps 
looms before you. Now head north into 
Germany and catch one of the country’s re-
nowned high-speed trains to Cologne, with 
its stunning cathedral. Set aside a day for a 
cruise up the Rhine River from Koblenz to 
Mainz. Steep hillsides are covered in vine-
yards and crowned by castles. Get another 
high-speed train east to Dresden, which 
drips in history both glorious and tragic, 
plus nightlife that’s edgy and endless. Finish 
in Berlin, the ever-surprising capital that 
has more stories and drama than a week’s 
worth of TV shows.
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