©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

YOUR COMPLETE DESTINATION GUIDE

In-depth reviews, detailed listings
and insider tips

‘TOP EXPERIENCES MAP@

Vancouver, Whistler &
Vancouver Island
p351

Northwestern Washington
& the San Juan Islands

p84
Seattle Central
Olympic Peninsula & po6 & Eastern
Washington Coast  Washington ~ Washington
plil Cascades pl71

pldl

Portland ~_Columbia
p200  River Gorge
248

p
The Willamette
Valley & Wine ~ Central
Country Oregon &
p230 the Oregon Eastern

Oregon Cascades Oregon
Coast p260 p328
p277
Ashland &
Southern Oregon
p308

YOUR AT-A-GLANCE REFERENCE
SURVIVAL How to get around, get aroom,
GUIDE stay safe, say hello

Map Legend ..

THIS EDITION WRITTEN AND RESEARCHED BY
Sandra Bao,
Brendan Sainsbury, John Lee, Becky Ohlsen



brpﬁ\m ¢ All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part s over. So go!”’

v TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER - LONELY PLANET

PLAN YOUR PLANNING TOOLKIT

Photos, itineraries, lists and suggestions

YOUR TRIP to help you put together your perfect trip

25 Top Experiences
Welcome to the
Pacific Northwest...........
Need to Know .................
What's New.......ccccovnen
If You LiKe...ooovoveriiicinne,
Month by Month.... .
Itineraries......cccccceeveeun...
Outdoors Planning
Feature ......cccooveeieeinnn.
Travel with Children
Regions at a Glance

PAGE UNDERSTAND GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP

409 WASHINGTON, OREGON Learn about the big picture, so you
& THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST can make sense of what you see

Pacific Northwest
if Washington &
Oregon were 100 people

Life as a Pacific
Northwesterner..............
Music & the Arts.............
Beervana & Beyond.......
Pacific Northwest
CUISINE...cooveeceicieeee
Wild Things ......cccooeoveen
Sustainable Pacific
Northwest.........ccccoeenes 441 |

ISBN978-1-74179-329-1

99




) Washi n, Oregon & the Pacific Northwest Top Experiences )

\" g-?g’.i-

. 1 |-
':-"’;L . b ‘Whistler 2 @ o 2 : e
e, ' Ski or hike amid spectacular
g San Juan Islands [ scenery (p375)
! Whale-watch from a unique

archipelago (p97)

BRITISH |
COLUMBIA |

Vancouver Island
Kayak in a nature-lovers’
paradise (p380)

Vancouver A,
Experience food, shopping *
and exciting nightlife (p354)

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Olympic National Park
& Hoh Rain Forest
Hike, swim or fish (p116)

Seattle
Mix with locals at century-
old Pike Place Market (p63)

Mt Rainier National Park
Hike the 93-mile
Wonderland Trail (p162)




Mt St Helens
Climb a smoking, live
volcano (pl166)

Portland
Eat on the street from
gourmet food carts (p434)

Oregon Wine Country
Taste pinot noir while
reenacting Sideways (p236)

Oregon Coast
Explore stunning coastline
and charming towns (p277)

Charheston Bay

Mt Adams
A(12276ft)

Bt i

Seasid& :
Cannon Beach? ngd Rwer

Manzania

Roseburg

Bandon_ 3
horff¥ £142
{.
PortOrfordr g
s Sl Gr Junction'y |
PACIFIC Gold Beach @ - o e | {
OCEAN
. 7 hag] 2alls g
Brookings e - on Ca Merrill  Lakevie N e —
) I B -t i \ Owyhee
Mt Hood . Washington Wine Country
Ski in winter, hike in S Altura John Day Fossil Beds Imbibe in WA's wine
summer (p261) i Ui See red (and more) in color- HQ (p196)
(( oul e ful mineral deposits (p343)

Columbia River Gorge
Sink your teeth into
local produce (p248)

L



)

SEATTLE ........... 56
AROUND SEATTLE ....... 81
Blake Island.............. 81
Bainbridge Island......... 81
Vashonlsland............ 81
Bremerton............... 82
Boeing Factory ........... 82
Museum of Flight......... 82
Eastside................. 82
Tacoma................. 83
NORTHWESTERN
WASHINGTON & THE
SAN JUAN ISLANDS. .84
NORTHWEST COAST ..... 85
Bellingham .............. 85
Around Bellingham ....... 90
Anacortes .............. 90
Lower Skagit River Valley . .92
Whidbey Island. ......... 94
SAN JUAN ISLANDS...... 97
SanJuanlsland ......... 98
Orcaslsland ............ 103
Lopezlsland ............ 107
Shawlsland............. 109
OLYMPIC PENINSULA
& WASHINGTON

COAST ............ 111
OLYMPIA............... 112
OLYMPIC PENINSULA . .. 116
Olympic National Park ...116
Olympic Coastal Strip....124
Northeastern Olympic
Peninsula............... 125

Northwestern Olympic

Look out for these icons:

TOP\ Our author's
cHolce/” recommendation

Peninsula .............. 130
WASHINGTON COAST ... 132
Grays Harbor Area. ...... 133
Long Beach Peninsula. . ..135
Vancouver .............. 139
WASHINGTON

CASCADES ........ 141
NORTH CASCADES..... .. 142
Mt Baker Area........... 142

Upper Skagit River Valley . . 145
North Cascades

National Park ........... 146
Methow Valley........... 151
Stehekin................ 155
Chelan & Around ......... 157

SOUTH CASCADES....... 159
Mt Rainier National

ParkArea............... 159
Crystal Mountain . ... .... 165
Mt St Helens............ 166
Mt Adams .............. 170
CENTRAL & EASTERN
WASHINGTON...... 171
CENTRAL WASHINGTON. 172
Leavenworth............ 172
Around Leavenworth. . ... 176
Wenatchee.............. 177
Yakima Valley ........... 179
NORTHEASTERN
WASHINGTON .......... 185
Spokane................ 185

Grand Coulee Dam Area .. 191
Okanogan River Valley. .. .192
Colville National Forest. ..193

A green or
sustainable option

m No payment
required

SOUTHEASTERN
WASHINGTON .......... 194
Tri-Cities ............... 195
WallaWalla ............. 196
Pullman & The

Palouse Region.......... 199
PORTLAND ....... 200
THE WILLAMETTE
VALLEY & WINE
COUNTRY ........ 230
Oregon City............. 231

Champoeg State Heritage
Area

Newberg & Dundee . ... ... 231

McMinnville............ 235
Salem.................. 237
Around Salem.......... 239
Corvallis............... 240
Eugene ............... 242
McKenzie Region ... .... 246
COLUMBIA RIVER

GORGE............ 248
The Western Gorge &

Columbia River Highway. 249
Cascade Locks & Around 249

Bonneville Dam ........ 249
Across the Border ... ... 252
Hood River............. 253

The Dalles & Around .... 256

Eastern Gorge.......... 258
CENTRAL OREGON

& THE OREGON
CASCADES ....... 260
MtHood................ 261



See the Index for a full list of destinations covered in this book.

On the Road

Lower Deschutes River .. 265
Warm Springs Indian

Reservation............ 266
Mt Jefferson & the

Metolius River.......... 266
Hoodoo Mountain Resort. . 267
Sisters ... 267

McKenzie Pass Area . ... 269
Three Sisters Wilderness ..269

Bend.................. 269
Mt Bachelor............. 273
Newberry National

Volcanic Monument....... 274
Cascade Lakes .......... 275
Willamette Pass ......... 275
OREGON COAST....277
NORTHERN OREGON

COAST .......oiiiinn 278
Astoria................. 278
Seaside ............... 282
CannonBeach ......... 284
Manzanita............. 286
Tillamook.............. 287
Lincoln City............ 288
DepoeBay............. 290
Newport................ 291
Yachats & Around. ........ 293
SOXTHERN OREGON
Florence............... 295
Oregon Dunes National
Recreation Area ........ 297
Reedsport ............. 298

Coos Bay & North Bend . 299
Charleston & Around. ... 300
Bandon................. 301

Port Orford ............ 303
GoldBeach ............ 305
Brookings ............. 306
ASHLAND &

SOUTHERN OREGON. .308
Ashland ............... 309
Medford ............... 313
Jacksonville............. 314
GrantsPass............. 315
Oregon Caves National
Monument.............. 317
Roseburg............... 318

North Umpqua River ...... 319
Crater Lake National Park 321

Rogue River............ 323
Klamath Falls .......... 325
Klamath Basin National
Wildlife Refuges ......... 326
EASTERN OREGON. .328
Pendleton ............. 329
LaGrande ............. 332
Enterprise ............. 334
Joseph................ 335
Wallowa Mountains ... .. 336
Hells Canyon........... 338
Halfway ............... 339
Baker City ............. 340
JohnDay.............. 342
Strawberry Mountain
Wilderness ............ 343
John Day Fossil Beds National
Monument............. 343
Ontario................ 345
Jordan Valley........... 346
Burns................. 346

Malheur National

Wildlife Refuge . ........ 347
Steens Mountain ........ 348
Alvord Desert .......... 349
Hart Mountain National
Antelope Refuge. ....... 350
Lakeview .............. 350
VANCOUVER, WHISTLER
& VANCOUVER

ISLAND ........... 351
VANCOUVER............ 354

WHISTLER & THE
SUNSHINE COAST ...... 374

Whistler ................ 375
Sunshine Coast ......... 378
VANCOUVER ISLAND. . ..380
Victoria. ............... 380
Southern Vancouver Island..390
Cowichan Valley ........ 392
Nanaimo .............. 393

Parksville & Qualicum. .. 395
Pacific Rim National Park

Reserve ............... 396
Tofino................. 397
Ucluelet ............... 399
Comox Valley. .......... 400
Campbell River......... 400
North Vancouver Island . .401
SOUTHERN GULF

ISLANDS ............... 403
Salt Spring Island. ... ... 403
North & South Pender
Islands ................ 404
Saturnalsland ......... 405
Mayne Island. .......... 406

Galiano Island.......... 406



Whether you’ve got six days or
60, these itineraries provide a
starting point for the trip of a
lifetime. Want more inspiration?
Head online to lonelyplanet.

OO o com/thorntree to chat with other
ltlnerarles travelers.

CANADA
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PACIFIC Manzanita
OCEAN
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lewpor

Oregon Dunes National
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Cape
Blanco O Port Orford
O Gold Beach

One to Two Weeks
Along Highway 101

From the California border to Gold Beach - renowned for its Rogue River fishing - is

some of Oregon’s most magnificent coastal scenery. Heading north, Port Orford has
art galleries and great restaurants, while Cape Blanco offers exhilarating views. Check
out the sandy hills at Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, and don’t miss New-
port’s first-rate Oregon Coast Aquarium. If it’s the season, take a whale-watching ex-
cursion at Depoe Bay. Enjoy the awesome scenery of Three Capes Drive, then relax in
laid-back Manzanita. Upscale Cannon Beach is great for people-watching, while cute
Astoria features historical attractions.

Cross into Washington via the long Astoria-Megler Bridge. Like to drive on sand? Go
to Long Beach. Further north, beautiful Lake Quinault has good fishing and a great
lodge. In Olympic National Park, be sure to visit the Hoh Rain Forest, with its short but
magical Hall of Moss Trail. The Olympic Coastal Strip boasts 57 miles of wild, isolated
coastline. Heading inland, Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort is great for a long soak. End your
travels at the Victorian hamlet of Port Townsend.
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Just want to hit the highlights? Then load up the car and drive this way. Vancouver,

proud host of the 2010 winter Olympics, has lots of wonderful parks, ethnic attractions
and cool neighborhoods to experience. Further south, on Vancouver Island, is charming
Victoria, which offers European atmosphere and picture-perfect scenery. Now head up
about 200 miles to Tofino, which lies on the island’s western coast and is popular in
summer for its great surfing and kayaking. If it’s winter, however, ski-hounds will want
to drive up the amazing Sea to Sky Hwy and hit the slopes at the world-class resort of
‘Whistler.

In Washington you can’t miss bustling Seattle, with its funky neighborhoods, myriad
attractions and unique skyline; if you love beer, coffee and gourmet food, you’ll be staying
a while. Then make your getaway to the beautiful San Juan Islands, perhaps spotting an
orca pod along the way. Speaking of which, woodsy Orcas Island makes a great destina-
tion - you can bike around, climb Mt Constitution (the archipelago’s highest point) or just
find a quiet spot to relax. Back on the mainland, Olympic National Park is the jewel of
the Olympic Peninsula, boasting a unique rain forest ecosystem. For more of the state’s
gorgeous landscapes, Mt Rainier National Park is a must; plenty of stunning hiking
trails, some with views of glaciers, abound. And wine aficionados shouldn’t pass up the
chance to taste the goods in Eastern Washington’s Walla Walla, an attractive, laid-back
town.

There’s no escaping the attractions in Portland - from its landmark Powell’s bookstore
to its many microbreweries to tax-free (and hip) shopping. Just east are the grand vistas
of the Columbia River Gorge, laden with dozens of gushing waterfalls and great hiking
trails. Nearby Mt Hood is unbeatable for camping and hiking, and the historic Timber-
line Lodge begs a visit - this hotel starred in the movie The Shining, after all. There’s also
skiing on Mt Hood - not just in winter, but every month of the year! Much further south,
Crater Lake National Park is a geologic wonder with supreme scenery; you can drive
around its rim only in summer, when the snow has melted. Finally, if you have time left
over, there’s the grandeur (and seafood cuisine) of the beautiful Oregon Coast.
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Island Hop

Washington’s San Juans is an archipelago of hundreds of islands covering some 750 sq

miles. Only about 60 are inhabited, and just four are accessible by public ferry. Three
of these islands bring thousands of vacationers every year, but each has managed to keep
a serene atmosphere and distinct character.

San Juan Island has the best tourist facilities of the islands, along with the archipel-
ago’s only sizeable town, Friday Harbor. Lime Kiln Point State Park has prime whale-
watching shores; in June, keep a lookout for killer or minke whales feasting on salmon
runs. To the north is San Juan Island National Historical Park, with old British mili-
tary facilities and earthwork fortifications and - on clear days - great mountain views.

The largest of the islands, Orcas Island is probably the most beautiful - and the posh-
est. It’s dotted with fancy homes, and the lack of a central town gives it an exclusive
neighborhood feel. Check out Moran State Park, which offers camping, fishing, hiking
and mountain biking. Mt Constitution, the highest point in the archipelago, is also here,
and features some of the finest views in Washington.

Lopez Island is the most peaceful island, with friendly locals and pastoral charm.
Don’t expect too many tourist services - agriculture and farming are the main focus here.
The mostly flat island is made for cycling, and there’s little vehicular traffic.

If youre not pressed for time, a much larger island to explore is British Columbia’s
Vancouver Island. Start in lovely Victoria, a cosmopolitan city with a variety of eth-
nic cultures, along with a touch of old Britain. Can’t-miss attractions include the world-
famous Butchart Gardens, a few miles north of town, and high tea at the grand Em-
press Hotel. Wine-lovers and foodies should head about 40 miles northwest to the Co-
wichan Valley, home to boutique wineries and organic farms. Further west, on the coast,
is the town of Tofino, where you can go kayaking and spot marine life including gray
whales. Nearby is Pacific Rim National Park Reserve, home to rain forests, crashing
coastal surf, islands to explore and amazing hiking opportunities. Finally, head to land’s
end at Cape Scott Provincial Park to explore remote and pristine beaches; outdoor lov-
ers have miles of challenging trails and backcountry camping opportunities - plus the
chance to get away from it all.
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The Pacific Northwest’s largest city, Seattle has plenty going for it - a great location on

Puget Sound, a myriad of dynamic neighborhoods, interesting sights and attractions,
lots of first-rate coffee and beer, and - looming over it all - the lofty peak of majestic Mt
Rainier. Must-sees include Pioneer Square, Pike Place Market, the Seattle Aquarium and
the Space Needle, but there’s plenty more to keep you busy.

Get out of town by hopping on a ferry to Bainbridge Island, then heading north to
Port Townsend. With its Victorian architecture and location on the Strait of Juan de
Fuca, this picturesque little town is a magnet for artists and eclectic personalities. From
here you can take a bicycle on a ferry to the San Juan Islands, though if you want to drive
you’ll have to access them via Anacortes (more on this later). Work your way east along
the Olympic Peninsula, perhaps stopping in Port Angeles for a quick day trip to Vancouver
Island’s pretty capital, Victoria.

Olympic National Park can’t be missed. Its coastal strip includes 57 miles of remote
beaches with pounding waves and wild scenery; visit Rialto Beach for amazing views.
Inland, the Hoh Rain Forest is a prime destination with its famous Hall of Moss Trail.
Now head further south to Lake Quinault, a gorgeous glacier-fed lake boasting a historic
grand lodge. This is the place to go fishing, boating or swimming. Then pack it up and
drive to Olympia, Washington’s lively capital that’s full of music culture.

If you like volcanoes, Mt St Helens will be on your itinerary. The 30th anniversary
of its 1980 blast recently passed - and a new dome is forming. Not to be outclassed, Mt
Rainier is another can’t miss geologic landmark. Hope for good weather and go hiking
among glaciers, alpine meadows and old-growth forests in Mt Rainier National Park.

Looping back to Interstate 5, drive up to Anacortes and take a ferry to the beautiful
San Juan Islands. There are three distinct main islands to explore. San Juan Island has
undulating hills and a scenic west coast where you can spot whales; upscale Orcas Island
claims the area’s highest peak; and Lopez Island is flat, laid-back and great for cycling.
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Start your Oregon adventure in Portland, well known for its roses, bridges, beer and

progressive politics. Be sure to visit downtown’s landmarks and the Pearl District’s
boutiques; Powell’s City of Books is one of the world’s largest independent bookstores.
Over on the east side of the Willamette River are several distinct and fun neighborhoods
including Hawthorne, Mississippi and Alberta. Take frequent breaks in the city’s excellent
coffee shops or microbreweries.

Now drive west towards the coast to Astoria, the first permanent US settlement in
the west. Today it’s a pleasant port city with a restored downtown, historic museums and
Victorian houses. Further south are plenty of beach resorts, fishing towns, state parks
and scenic promontories that jut out to sea. If it’s summer and you like to camp, there are
endless opportunities along the Oregon coast - just reserve ahead. Just south of Florence
is the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, the largest expanse of coastal sand
dunes in the US.

Heading inland, you’ll soon hit Eugene, a liberal and fun-loving city famous for found-
ing Nike and putting out track-and-field champions. Drive further south on mountainous
Route 58 to Crater Lake, Oregon’s only national park, offering supreme views of an old
volcanic caldera; the water here - fed only by rain and snow - is some of the clearest and
purest in the world. Going north on Route 97 will bring you to Bend, a city tailormade for
outdoor lovers. Close by you can go hiking, skiing, fishing, golfing, kayaking, rafting and
rock-climbing, among other things. Located on the dry east side of the Cascade Range,
Bend also boasts 250 days of annual sunshine - not your stereotypical drizzly Oregon
destination.

Driving north you’ll branch off onto Route 26, ending at Mt Hood, the state’s highest
peak at 11,240ft. While summiting the volcanic cone is only for hardy mountaineers, there
are countless beautiful hikes on Mt Hood’s flanks, along with plenty of campsites. Be sure
to stop in for a drink (or meal) at the historic Timberline Lodge. Now head north again
on Route 35 and you’ll come to the Columbia River Gorge. Cruise through this amazing
geologic feature, stopping for lovely waterfalls and hikes along the way, and you’ll eventu-
ally finish your loop back where you started - Portland.
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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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Becky Ohlsen

Seattle Becky has lived in the Pacific Northwest for 15 years. Drawn here

from her native Colorado by the promise of great music and the ocean, she
discovered that the area also provides excellent beer, a wide variety of pinball
machines, cute skater boys and lots of rainy days for reading moodily in coffee
shops. She lives in Portland. In addition to covering Seattle and elsewhere for
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tentatively. Her favorite bar in Seattle is Shorty’s and her favorite Nirvana album is Bleach.
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