
Snowdonia & the Llŷn
Why Go?
This part of Wales really packs it in, from rugged mountain 
trails and coastal paths to industrial sites and historic train 
lines. It’s dominated by Snowdonia National Park, where the 
mightiest peaks south of Scotland scrape moody skies. With 
such a formid able mountain shield, it’s little wonder that 
the northwestern county of Gwynedd has held tightly to its 
language and culture. Over 64% speak the ancient mother 
tongue here, which is the highest proportion in the country.

Along with the mountains there’s the sea – battering the 
rocks at Braich-y-Pwll, producing surfer-friendly swells at 
Porth Neigwl and cooling the bathers at Barmouth. All those 
bracing sea breezes seem to have blown any shreds of stuffi-
ness or British reserve from the local populace. In many 
ways, this slice of the country distills the very essence of 
Welshness – just don’t mention that to the folks in Cardiff!

When to Go
April to July are the driest months, while July and August 
are the warmest. The very best months to hit the mountains 
are June and July for their combination of higher tempera-
tures and lower wind and rain.

In June the Three Peaks Yacht Race hits Barmouth and 
the national Catholic pilgrimage descends on Holywell. In 
July Llangollen holds its International Musical Eisteffod and 
Fringe Festival, while Wakestock rocks the Llŷn.

September is the big month for events, with Bala’s tria-
thlon, Barmouth’s arts and walking festivals, Portmeirion’s 
Festival No 6 and Abersoch’s Jazz Festival. Snow starts to 
fall in the mountains in October and lingers on the paths 
until May.

Best Places to 
Eat
¨¨ Manorhaus (p218) 

¨¨ Castle Restaurant & 
Armoury Bar (p234) 

¨¨ Bistro Bermo (p233) 

¨¨ Tyddyn Llan (p219) 

¨¨ Gallt-y-Glyn (p243) 

Best Places to 
Stay
¨¨ Beech Bank (p243) 

¨¨ Coed-y-Celyn Hall (p238) 

¨¨ Old Rectory on the Lake 
(p225) 

¨¨ Natural Retreats (p258) 

¨¨ Ffynnon (p223) 
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1.Climbing.Snowdon.
(p244),.Wales’.highest.peak…
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and-pinion.train.to.the.top
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Aqueduct.(p215),.Britain’s.
latest.World.Heritage.Site
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Snowdonia & the Llŷn Highlights


	Brecon Beacons & 
	Southeast Wales
	Best Places to 
	Eat
	Best Places to 
	Stay
	Why Go?
	When to Go
	Brecon Beacons & Southeast Wales Highlights
	 Chepstow (Cas-Gwent)
	 Chepstow to Monmouth
	 Monmouth (Trefynwy)
	 Around Monmouth
	 Abergavenny (Y-Fenni)
	 Around Abergavenny
	 Black Mountains  
	(Y Mynyddoedd Duon)
	 Hay-On-Wye  
	(Y Gelli Gandryll)
	 Abergavenny to Brecon
	 Brecon (Aberhonddu)
	 Around Brecon
	 Fforest Fawr & Black 
	Mountain
	 Blaenavon (Blaenafon)
	 Merthyr Tydfil

	Swansea, the Gower & 
	Carmarthenshire
	Best Places to 
	Eat
	Best Places to 
	Stay
	Why Go?
	When to Go
	Swansea, 
	the Gower & 
	Carmarthen-
	shire 
	Highlights
	 Mumbles Head to Three 
	Cliffs Bay
	 Oxwich Bay
	 Port Eynon
	 Rhossili
	 Reynoldston
	 Llangennith
	 Llanmadoc
	 Laugharne (Talacharn)
	 Carmarthen (Caerfyrddin)
	 Llandeilo
	 Llandovery 
	(Llanymddyfri)
	 North Carmarthenshire

	St Davids & 
	Pembrokeshire
	Best Places to 
	Eat
	Best Places to 
	Stay
	Why Go?
	When to Go
	 Tenby (Dinbych Y Pysgod)
	Pembroke-
	shire 
	Highlights
	 Caldey Island
	 Manorbier
	 Stackpole Estate
	 St Govan’s Head & Stack 
	Rocks
	 Freshwater West
	 Angle
	 Pembroke (Penfro)
	 Pembroke Dock
	 Carew
	 Narberth
	 Haverfordwest 
	(Hwlffordd)
	 Dale & Around
	 Skomer, Skokholm & 
	Grassholm Islands
	 Little & Broad Havens
	 Newgale Sands
	 Solva
	 St Davids (Tyddewi)
	 St Non’s Bay
	 Ramsey Island
	 Whitesands Bay
	 St Davids Head
	 Porthgain
	 Porthgain to Fishguard
	 Fishguard (Abergwaun)
	 Cwm Gwaun
	 Dinas Island
	 Newport (Trefdraeth)
	 Nevern (Nanhyfer)
	 Pentre Ifan
	 Preseli Hills
	 Castell Henllys
	 Ceibwr Bay
	 St Dogmaels
	 Teifi Marshes Nature 
	Reserve

	Aberystwyth & 
	Mid-Wales
	Best Places to 
	Eat
	Best Places to 
	Stay
	Why Go?
	When to Go
	 Cardigan (Aberteifi)
	Aberystwyth & Mid-Wales Highlights
	 Aberaeron
	 Aberystwyth
	 Around Aberystwyth
	 Machynlleth
	 Around Machynlleth
	 Newtown (Y Drenewydd)
	 Newtown to Welshpool
	 Welshpool (Y Trallwng)
	 Knighton (Tref-Y-Clawdd)
	 Pilleth
	 Presteigne (Llanandras)
	 Llandrindod Wells
	 Builth Wells & Around
	 Llanwrtyd Wells 
	(Llanwrtud)
	 Rhayader (Rhaeadr Gwy)
	 Elan Valley

	Snowdonia & the Llŷn
	Best Places to 
	Eat
	Best Places to 
	Stay
	Why Go?
	When to Go
	Snowdonia & the Llŷn Highlights
	 Holywell (Treffynnon)
	 Clwydian Range
	 Denbigh (Dinbych)
	 Ruthin (Rhuthun)
	 Llangollen
	 Bala (Y Bala)
	 Dolgellau
	 Cader Idris (Cadair Idris)
	 Tywyn
	 Fairbourne
	 Barmouth (Abermaw)
	 Harlech
	 Blaenau Ffestiniog
	 Penmachno
	 Betws-y-Coed
	 Capel Curig
	 Llanberis
	 Snowdon (Yr Wyddfa)
	 Beddgelert
	 Porthmadog
	 Criccieth
	 Pwllheli
	 Llanbedrog
	 Abersoch
	 Aberdaron
	 Bardsey Island  
	(Ynys Enlli)
	 Morfa Nefyn
	 Pistyll
	 Nant Gwrtheyrn

	Anglesey & 
	the North Coast
	Best Places to 
	Eat
	Best Places to 
	Stay
	Why Go?
	When to Go
	Anglesey & the North Coast Highlights
	 Caernarfon
	 Bangor
	 Conwy
	 Llandudno
	 Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgo-
	gerychwyrndrobwllllan-
	tysiliogogogoch (Llanfair 
	PG)
	 Menai Bridge
	 Beaumaris (Biwmares)
	 Benllech
	 Moelfre
	 Cemaes
	 Church Bay (Porth Swtan)
	 Holyhead (Caergybi)
	 Rhosneigr

	PLAN.pdf
	Wales’ 
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Augus
	September
	October
	November
	December
	4 
	The Southeastern Marches
	9 
	South Wales Circuit
	10 
	North & Mid-Wales
	1
	8 
	Full Welsh Circuit
	Don’t Miss Experiences
	Walking
	Cycling
	Water Sports
	Golf
	Other Activities
	National Parks
	Wales for Kids
	Children’s Highlights
	Best Regions for Kids


	UNDERSTAND.pdf
	Wales 
	Today
	Cohesion Despite Difficulties
	Welsh Language Woes
	The United Kingdom?

	History
	Culture
	Poetry
	The Red Dragon
	King Arthur
	Merlin the Magician
	Folk
	Merlin the Magician
	Folk
	Rock

	Food & Drink
	Regional Treats

	The Natural 
	Environment

	SURVIVAL.pdf
	Directory
	Accommodation
	Business Hours
	Climate
	Dangers & 
	Annoyances
	Discount Cards
	Electricity
	Gay & Lesbian 
	Travellers
	Holidays
	Insurance
	Internet Access
	Legal Matters
	Maps
	Toilets
	Tourist  
	Information
	Travellers with 
	Disabilities

	Transport
	Airports & 
	Airlines
	Land
	Sea
	Bicycle
	Bus
	Car & Motorcycle
	Taxi
	Train

	Language
	Pronunciation





