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feedback goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who 
sends us information is thanked in the next edition – the most useful submissions are rewarded 
with a selection of digital PDF chapters.
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OUR READERS 
Many thanks to the travellers who used 
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ful hints, useful advice and interesting 
anecdotes: 
A   Aida Soldevila , Alex Jones, Alfonso Te-
deschi, Alison Lewis, Amy Baxter, Andrew 
Wood, Angeline Schoor, Anna Staudigl, Anto-
nia Diaz, Arundhati Katju    B   Bill Batcheller, 
Bill Weir, Bonnet Jean-Baptiste, Brandon Cae-
sar, Bryan Brennan  C   Carole Moore, Cornay 
Sinac   D   Daniel Kingston, David Cutaia, 
David English, Delphine Charlet, Douglas Brat-
ten, Duc Le, Dustin Gerding  E   Eline Bongers, 
Emily McGill  F   Fabiola Frattini, Felicity Bush, 
Florin Teodorescu, Frank Knab   G   Garry 
Grass, Giles Denby, Ginny Tong, Gordon Blues   
H   Harriet & Bryony Perks, Holly Hutchinson, 
Huw Jones   J   Jack Tattis, James Morrison, 
Jane Edwards, Janneke Blom, Jasper Raut-
enberg, Jay Sherrerd, Jeffrey Eng, Josephine 
Van As, Jvala Schelling   K   Karlie Drutz, 
Kilian Friese  L   Lesli Uebel, Liz Cornwell, Liz 
Rushton, Loeiz Lagadec, Lucy Marris   M   Mar 
Mosquera, Marcus Wood, Markus Pusnik, Mar-
tin Woodford, Massimo Corona, Matt Yates, 
Megan Harcourt, Michael A. Jensen, Michael 
Hromadka, Michael Meryash   N   Nadine 
Tapfer, Nguyen Tanh, Nick Comer   O   Ozzy 
Unsworth   P   Patricia & John Livesley, 
Peter Aston, Peter Calingaert, Peter Heading   

R   Rehahn Croquevielle, Réhahn Croquevielle, 
Riad El-Bdour, Richard Ackermann, Robert 
Hoke, Robert Moss, Rogier van den Heuvel, 
Ruth Webber  S   Sabine Höhn, Selma Askin, 
Sina Afshar, Sophie Sykes, Steven Cras, Susan 
Prolman   T   Ted Kaynor, Theo Muth, Tia Bul-
len, Tim Bird, Tim Schmitt, Tina Trenkner, Tony 
Chan, Torben Retboll   W   William Tinkler, 
Wouke Eindhoven   Y   Yee Foo, Yves Le Saux

AUTHOR THANKS 
Iain Stewart
So many people have helped me over the 
years, shape and create this guide. I’d particu-
larly like to single out Nick and Slo in HCMC, 
the Mui Ne posse, Dave in Con Dao, all the 
Nha Trang crew and Nick Ray. Caroline Mills’ 
contacts and contributions greatly helped me 
along the way and cheers to Vinh Vu of Hand-
span, Ben and Bich, Howard and Deb, Chien 
in Hanoi and Neil Fraser, Mark and Dzung in 
Hoi An.  Thanks also to Laura Crawford for her 
support and all the LP editorial and production 
staff. 

Brett Atkinson
Cam ơn to Kien Tran and my extended Hanoi 
family, and around Phong Nha, thanks to Ben, 
Bich and the team. In Dong Ha, thanks to Tam 
for surprising local flavours, and cheers to 
Mark, Leanne, Neil, and Caroline in Hoi An, and 
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to Tony in Danang. Nick Ross, Ariele Gold and 
(especially) Mark Zazula were great contacts 
in HCMC, and thanks to all the Lonely Planet 
editors and cartographers. Final thanks to 
Carol and my family in New Zealand.

Anna Kaminski
I would like to thank Laura for entrusting me 
with these chapters, fellow scribes for advice 
along the way, and also the following: Kelly 
McCartney for the serendipitous meeting on 
a plane, Thu and friends for the wonderful 
outing in Cao Lanh, Sherry and Brijiu for the 
company in Chau Doc, Hieu in Can Tho (and 
on Pirate Island), the good people of Mango 
Home Riverside, Murray Guesthouse and 
Villa Vista for all your help and advice, Curtis 
and Thuy in Dalat, Andy in Ha Tien, Mr The 
and Mr Hiep for the careful driving, and Mr 
An for introducing me to the culture of the 
Bahnar. 

Jessica Lee
On the road, thanks to Shu, Mr Tung, Dong 
and Linh and huge thanks to my road-tripping 
buddy Kien. Also, thanks to fellow author 
Brett for some great advice and tips. Back 
home, shout out to the amazing Shannon 
Wang who tossed her entire plans out the 

window at extremely short notice, to house 
sit for me so that I could research this book. 

Benedict Walker
Big thanks to my friends in Vietnam, Kien and 
family, Sophie, Fabiola and my old pal Zoe 
Butt: you’re an inspiration, girl. To Mum for 
keeping me sane when my bag disappeared 
and for always keeping the faith. To Jess at LP 
for lending a hand and the wonderful Laura 
Crawford for opening so many doors. This 
book is for aunty Bonnie, my book lady, for 
sticking around when I hit the road and still 
being here when I got back. If you’re an angel 
by the time this hits shelves, keep an eye on 
me please! 
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A
accommodation 20, 478-9, 

see also individual 
locations

activities 25-7, 36-42, see 
also individual activities

air travel
to/from Vietnam 488
within Vietnam 491

Amanoi 22
American War 446-51, 476
An Bang Beach 220-2, 

229, 228
An Thoi Islands 391
Angkor temple complex 

426-32, 418, 427,  
428-9, 428-9

Angkor Thom 427-31, 17, 
429

Angkor Wat 17, 426-7, 428-9, 
428-9, 17, 428-9

animals 471-2, see also 
wildlife sanctuaries 
& reserves, individual 
species

Anzac sites 278
architecture 462-3
area codes 19
art galleries, see museums 

& galleries
arts 460-2, see also  

individual arts
ATMs 482

B
Ba Be National Park 15, 

102-3, 15
Ba Chuc 404
Ba Na Hill resort 193
Ba Vi National Park 97-8
Bac Ha 13, 145-8, 145, 2, 

24, 30-1
Bach Ma National Park 190-2

Bahnar villages 307-8
Bai Bau Beach 238
Bai Dai Beach 262
Bai Huong 223
Bai Tu Long Bay 120-2,  

108
Bai Xep 22, 229
Ban Gioc Waterfall 126-7
Banh It Cham Towers 243
Bao Lac 151
bargaining 21, 482
Bat Trang 96
bathrooms 485
Bayon 428, 431, 428
beaches 23, 40, 229
bedbugs 502
beer 16, 22, 84, 16
Ben Tre 372-3, 372
bicycle travel, see cycling
biofuel 405
bird flu 499
birdwatching

Ba Be National Park 102
Bac Lieu Bird Sanctuary 

384
Bang Lang 383-4
Cuc Phuong National 

Park 159
Tra Su Bird Sanctuary 

409
U-Minh Forest 387

bites 502
boat travel

to/from Vietnam 491
within Vietnam 492

boat trips, see also sailing
Cat Ba Island 116
Halong Bay 111
Ho Chi Minh City 330
Nha Trang 252, 255

bombs 484
books 434, 461
border crossings 489, 490, 

see also Cambodia 
border crossings, China 
border crossings, Laos 
border crossings

Buddha’s Birth,  
Enlightenment and 
Death 26

Buddhism 458
budget 19
Buon Ma Thuot 301-3, 302
bus travel

local transport 495
to/from Vietnam 489, 491
within Vietnam 492-3

bushwalking, see trekking
business hours 19, 483

C
Ca Mau 385-6, 386
Ca Na 265
Cambodia 417-32
Cambodia border crossings 

489, 491
Chau Doc 407, 408
Ha Tien 401
Ho Chi Minh City 355
Pleiku 305

Cam Kim Island 220
Can Gio 365
Can Tho 379-83, 380
Cannon Fort 116
Cao Bang 124-5, 151, 125
Cao Daism 459
Cao Lanh 412-15, 413
car travel 

to/from Vietnam 491
within Vietnam 24, 493-4

Cat Ba Island 22, 112-20, 
229, 114, 229

Cat Ba National Park 113-14
Cat Tien National Park 14, 

298-300, 14
cathedrals, see churches & 

cathedrals
caves 231

Halong Bay 107-8
Hang En 163, 10, 227
Mua Cave 158
Nguom Ngao Cave 126-7
Nhi Thanh Cave 123

Phong Nha Caves 163, 41
Tam Thanh Cave 123
Tu Lan cave 162

caving 42, 41
cell phones 18, 484-5
central Vietnam 51,  

152-226, 153
climate 152
food 152
highlights 153

Cha Ban Cham Area 243-4
Cham Islands 223-4
Cham New Year 263
Champa 243
Chau Doc 405-9, 406
Chien Dan 226
children, travel with 479

Hanoi 61
Ho Chi Minh City 333

China Beach 201-3
China border crossings 489

Lang Son 123
Lao Cai 143
Mong Cai 122

Christianity 459
Chua Bai Dinh 158
churches & cathedrals

Cha Tam Church 328
Cho Quan Church 328
Immaculate Conception 

Cathedral 309
Nha Trang Cathedral 249
Notre Dame Cathedral 314
St Joseph Cathedral 63

cinema 461
cities 232
climate 18, 25-7, see also  

individual locations
clothing 20
Co To Island 122
Co Tu people 222
coffee 15, 45, 83, 469, 15
Con Dao Islands 14, 22,  

279-86, 280, 14
Con Son 103-4, 279-86, 282
Confucianism 459
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consulates 480
cooking courses 45

Buon Don 304
Hanoi 72
Ho Chi Minh City 332-3
Hoi An 211
Mui Ne 269
Sapa 138
Siem Reap 419

courses, see also cooking 
courses, individual 
locations

diving & snorkelling 42, 
210, 252, 284, 393

kitesurfing 40, 268
language 72, 333
sailing 40, 268
yoga 213

credit cards 482
Cu Chi 359-62
Cua Dai Beach 220
Cua Lo Beach 161-75
Cuc Phuong National Park 

159-60
culture 434-5, 454-9
currency 18, 482
customs regulations 479
cuts 502
cycling 38-9, 115, 253, 

491-2
cyclo travel 495

D
Dai Lanh Beach 245
Dai Nam Theme Park 360
Dalat 15, 22, 289-98, 

290, 15
accommodation 293-4
activities 293
drinking 296-7
entertainment 296-7
food 294-6
history 289
information 297
shopping 297
sights 289-93
travel to/from 297-8
travel within 298

Danang 26, 193-9, 194, 
200, 26, 232

Danang Fireworks Festival 
26

dance 460
dangers, see safety
Dao Ngoc Vung Island 122
deforestation 473-4
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) 

16, 169-72, 170, 16
Den Kiep Bac 103-4

dengue fever 499-500
diarrhoea 501
Dien Bien Phu 131-4, 132, 

30-1
disabilities, travellers 

with 485
diving & snorkelling 42

Cham Islands 223
Con Dao Islands 284
Hoi An 210-11
Nha Trang 252-3
Phu Quoc Island 393

DMZ, see Demilitarised 
Zone  

Doc Let Beach 245-6
Dong Ha 172-4
Dong Hoi 167-9, 167
Dong Van 150-1
Dragon Bridge 195, 232
drink spiking 259
drinking, see individual 

locations
drinks 24, 469, see also 

beer
driving, see car travel
driving licences 493
drugs 481
Duong Dong 391, 392
Duong Long Cham Towers 

243-4

E
economy 434-5
electricity 480
elephants 304, 471, 472
embassies 480
emergencies 19
entertainment, see  

individual locations
environment 470-6
environmental hazards 

501-2
environmental issues 473-6
etiquette 21, 49, 456
events 25-7
exchange rates 19
explosives 484

F
festivals 25-7, see also 

individual locations
film 434, 461
fish farming 405
food 9, 21, 23, 43-9, 464-9, 

480, 8-9, 43, 46, 47, 
48, see also individual 
locations

fungal rashes 502

G
Ganh Da Dia 241
gardens 232
gay travellers 462, 481

Hanoi 85
Ho Chi Minh City 350

geography 470-1
geology 471
Giant Jesus 275
gibbons 299, 422
global warming 475

H
Ha Giang 12, 148-9
Ha Giang Province 12, 148-

51, 2, 12 
Ha Tien 399-403, 400
Hai Van Pass 193
Haiphong 104-7, 105
Halong Bay 10, 107-20, 475, 

108, 11, 28-9, 36
Halong City 110-12, 110
Ham Ho Nature Reserve 

240
Hang En 163, 10, 227
Hang Pac Bo 125-6
Hang Son Doong 164
Hanoi 12, 22, 50, 54-98, 

56-7, 58-9, 62-3, 66, 
68, 70, 12

accommodation 54, 74-8
activities 71-2
children, travel with 61
climate 54
courses 72
drinking 84-7
entertainment 87
festivals & events 74
food 54, 78-84
highlights 56-7
history 55
itineraries 55
scams 90
shopping 87-9
sights 55-71
tourist information 91
tours 72-4
travel agencies 88
travel to/from 92-4
travel within 94-5
walking tours 73, 73

health 498-502
heat exhaustion 502
heatstroke 502
hepatitis A 500
hepatitis B 500
Hien Luong Bridge 16
highlands 231, 231

hiking, see trekking
Hinduism 459
history 436-53

American War 446-51
China relations 452-3
Chinese occupation 

438, 439
communism 443
first inhabitants 437
French occupation 441-2
independence 442-3
Khmer Rouge 453
Le Loi rebellion 440
reunification 451-2
Tay Son Rebellion 441
Viet Cong (VC) 446
WWII 444

HIV 500
Hmong people 137, 457, 2, 

24, 30-1
Ho Chi Minh 443, 444, 445
Ho Chi Minh City 11, 51, 

311-65, 312-13, 315, 
319, 320, 325, 336, 
359, 11, 26

accommodation 311, 
334-40

activities 330-2
climate 311
courses 332-3
drinking & nightlife 22, 

347-51
entertainment 351-2
festivals & events 334
food 311, 340-7
highlights 312-13
history 314
itineraries 322
shopping 352-4
sights 314-30
tourist information 355
tours 333-4
travel to/from 356
travel within 357-8
walking tours 330-1, 331

Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum 
Complex 64-7

Ho Chi Minh Trail 96, 
304, 446

Ho Coc Beach 273
Ho Tram Beach 273
Hoa Binh 127-9
Hoa Hao Buddhism 459
Hoa Lu 158
Hoan Kiem Lake 61
Hoi An 9, 203-20, 204-5, 

3, 9, 45, 48
accommodation 213-15
activities 210-11
courses 211-13
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Hoi An continued
drinking 217
festivals 213
food 215-17
history 203-5
shopping 217-18
sights 205-10
tourist information 219
tours 212
travel to/from 219
travel within 219-20

holidays 483
Hon Chong 403-4
Hon Chong Promontory 

249-50
Hon Giang 403
Hon Lao 254
Hue 11, 174-87, 176-7, 188, 

11, 24, 180-1
accommodation 183-4
drinking 185-6
festivals 183
food 184-5
history 175
shopping 186
sights 175-82
tourist information 186-7
tours 182-3
travel to/from 187
travel within 187

Hue Festival 26
hunting 474-5

I
immigration 485-6, 488
Imperial Enclosure, Hue 

175, 178-81, 180-1, 
180-1

infectious diseases 
499-501

insurance
car 494
health 498
travel 480-1

internet access 481
internet resources 19, 483
Islam 459
islands 229
itineraries 28-35, 46, 28, 

30, 33, 34-5, 46

J
Japanese B encephalitis 

500

Jarai people 458
jellyfish 484, 502

K
Karst Mountains 231, 

230-1
karsts 111, 115, 123, 471
kayaking 42

Cat Ba National Park 
115-16

Halong Bay 109, 36
Ke Ga lighthouse 273
Kenh Ga 158
Khmer Krom 371
Khmer people 371
kitesurfing 40, 268-9
Kon Harachot 309
Kon Jodreh 309
Kon Klor 309
Kon Ktu 309
Kon Tum 231, 307-10, 

308, 231
Kon Tum Konam 309
Kon Tum Kopong 309

L
Lai Chau 135-6
lakes

Ho Tay 69
Hoan Kiem Lake 61
Lak Lake 300-1
Tonlé Sap 423
Truc Bach Lake 69

Lan Ha Bay 113
Lang Co Beach 192
Lang Son 123-4
language 18, 21, 503-9
language courses

Hanoi 72
Ho Chi Minh City 333

langurs 113
Lao Cai 143-5
Laos border crossings 489

Dien Bien Phu 133
Dong Ha 174
Kon Tum 307
Vinh 161

laundry services 482
Le Loi 440
leeches 502
legal matters 481
lesbian travellers 462, 481

Hanoi 85
Ho Chi Minh City 350

literature 434, 461
local transport 495
Long Hai 274-5
Long Xuyen 411-12, 411

M
magazines 482
Mai Chau 129-31
malaria 500-1
maps 482
Marble Mountains 201
markets 13, 23

Bac Ha Market 145, 146, 
2, 13, 24, 31

Binh Tay Market 325
Cai Be Floating Market 

377
Cai Rang 383
Can Tho 382
Cao Bang 126
Dong Van 150
Dong Xuan Market 60
Hanoi 89
Phong Dien 383

massages
Hanoi 71
Hoi An 211
Ho Chi Minh City 332

measles 501
measures 482
medical services 499
Mekong Delta 52, 366-416, 

367
accommodation 366
climate 366
food 366
highlights 367

Mekong River 376, 398
Meo Vac 151
mines 484
mobile phones 18, 484-5
Moc Chau 130
money 18, 19, 482-3
Mong Cai 122-3
monkeys 159, 254
motorcycle travel 22, 

39-40, 39
central highlands 295
northern Vietnam 128
to/from Vietnam 491
tours 496
within Vietnam 493-4

mountain biking, see cycling
Mua Cave 158
Mui Nai 403
Mui Ne 16, 22, 265-72, 266, 

16, 41 
Muong Lay 134-5
Muong people 457
museums & galleries

Alexandre Yersin 
Museum 249

Angkor National  
Museum 418

Cambodia Landmine 
Museum 419

Dien Bien Phu Museum 
22

Ethnographic Museum 
301

Fine Arts Museum (Ho 
Chi Minh City) 324

Fine Arts Museum of 
Vietnam (Hanoi) 67

HCMC Museum 317
History Museum 320
Ho Chi Minh Museum 

317-18
Ho Chi Minh Trail 

Museum 96
Hoi An Museum of 

History & Culture 
209-10

Long Thanh Gallery 251
Museum of Cham 

Sculpture 195
Museum of Traditional 

Vietnamese Medicine 
329

Museum of Vietnamese 
Revolution 62

National Museum of 
Vietnamese History 61

National Oceanographic 
Museum 251

San Art 329
Vietnam Museum of 

Ethnology 69
Vietnamese Women’s 

Museum 63
War Remnants Museum 

321-2
music 460
My Khe Beach 236-7
My Lai Massacre 237
My Son 224-6, 225
My Tho 368-70, 369

N
Nam O Beach 201
national parks & reserves 

472-3
Ba Be National Park 15, 

102-3, 15
Ba Vi National Park 97-8
Bach Ma National Park 

190-2
Cat Ba National Park 

113-14
Cat Tien National Park 

14, 298-300, 14
Cuc Phuong National 

Park 159-60
Phong Nha-Ke Bang 

National Park 10, 22, 
162-7, 231, 10, 41, 
227, 230

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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Tram Chim National 

Park 415
Van Long Nature Reserve 

158-9
Yok Don National Park 

303-5
newspapers 482
Nghe Islands 403
Ngoan Muc Pass 298
Nguom Ngao Cave 126-7
Nguyen Van Linh 453
Nha Trang 229, 247-63, 

248, 250, 228-9
accommodation 255-7
activities 252-4
diving & snorkelling 252-3
drinking 259-60
food 257-9
shopping 260
sights 247-52
tourist information 261
tours 254
travel to/from 261-2
travel within 262-3

Ninh Binh 154-5, 156
Ninh Binh province 153-62
Ninh Chu Beach 265
Ninh Van Bay 246-7
Nixon, Richard 448-9
north-central Vietnam 

153-69, 154
northeast Vietnam 102-27
northern Vietnam 50,  

99-151, 100-1, 38
accommodation 99
climate 99
food 99
highlights 100-1

northwest Vietnam 127-51
Nui Son Tra 199-201
Nung people 458

O
Oc-Eo 412
One Pillar Pagoda 364-5
opening hours 19, 483
outdoor activities 36-42

P
packing 20
paddleboarding 22, 42
pagodas 463, see also 

temples
Ambassadors’ Pagoda 68
Ang Pagoda 374
Bao Quoc Pagoda 182
Cavern Pagoda 409
Chuc Thanh Pagoda 209

Dieu De National Pagoda 
179

Giac Lam Pagoda 329
Giac Vien Pagoda 328
Ha Chuong Hoi Quan 

Pagoda 327-8
Jade Emperor Pagoda 

318-20
Khanh Van Nam Vien 

Pagoda 326
Kh’leang Pagoda 385
Long Khanh Pagoda 240
Long Son Pagoda 248-9
Mahatup Pagoda 384
Munireangsey Pagoda 379
Nghia An Hoi Quan 

Pagoda 327
One Pillar Pagoda of Thu 

Duc 364-5
Ong Bon Pagoda 327
Ong Pagoda 375
Perfume Pagoda 97
Phu Dung Pagoda 401
Phung Son Pagoda 328-9
Phuoc An Hoi Quan 

Pagoda 327
Phuoc Lam Pagoda 209
Quan Am Pagoda 327
Tam Bao Pagoda 400
Tam Son Hoi Quan 

Pagoda 327
Tay An Pagoda 410
Tay Ho Pagoda 69
Tay Phuong Pagoda 96
Thach Dong Cave 

Pagoda 400
Thay Pagoda 96
Thien Hau Pagoda 325-6
Thien Mu Pagoda 189
Tran Quoc Pagoda 69
Truc Lam Pagoda 291
Tu Hieu Pagoda 190
Van Thanh Mieu Temple 

377
Vinh Trang Pagoda 369
Xa Loi Pagoda 323-4
Xa Long Pagoda 385

painting 461
parks & gardens 232
passports 485-6, 488
Phan Rang 263-5
Phan Thiet 272
Phare the Cambodian 

Circus 424
Phat Diem 157
Phoenix Island 370-2
Phong Nha-Ke Bang  

National Park 10, 22, 
162-7, 231, 10, 41, 
227, 230

photography 483
Phu Quoc Island 13, 389-99, 

390, 13, 32-3
Pirate Island 403
planning 18-19, see also 

individual locations
budgeting 19
calendar of events 25-7
children, travel with 61, 

333, 479
first-time visitors 20-1
itineraries 28-35, 28, 

30, 33, 34-5
repeat visitors 22
travel seasons 18, 25-7
Vietnam basics 18-19
Vietnam’s regions 50-2
websites 19, 483, 498

Plei Thonghia 309
Pleiku 305-7
police 19, 481
politics 434-5
pollution 475, 501
population 435, 456-8
postal services 483
Preah Khan 431, 429
Preah Neak Poan 431, 429
prickly heat 502
public holidays 483
puppetry 86, 461

Q
Quan Ba Pass 149
Quan Lan Island 121-2
Quang Ngai 235-6
Quang Tri 174
Quy Nhon 238-43, 239

R
rabies 501
Rach Gia 387-9, 388
radio 482
rafting 42
religion 435, 458-9
reserves, see national 

parks & reserves, 
wildlife sanctuaries & 
reserves

responsible travel 470
Reunification Palace 322-3
rhino horn 474
rivers 232
road distance chart 493
road rules 494-5
rock climbing 42, 116

S
Sa Dec 415-16, 416

safety 259, 483-4
sailing 40, 268
Sam Mountain 409-11
Sapa 17, 136-43, 138, 5, 17
scams 75, 90
schistosomiasis 501
scratches 502
Sedang people 458
Siem Reap 52, 417-26, 

418, 420 
accommodation 421-2
activities 419
drinking 423-4
entertainment 424
food 422-3
shopping 424-5
sights 418-19
tourist information 425
travel to/from 425-6
travel within 426

Sinho 135
skin problems 502
smoking bans 482
snakes 502
Soc Trang 384-5
Son La 131
Son My 236
south-central Vietnam 

169-226, 169
southeast coast 51,  

233-86, 234
accommodation 233
climate 233
food 233
highlights 234

southwest highlands 51, 
231, 287-310, 288

accommodation 287
climate 287
food 287
highlights 288
travel to/from 289
travel within 289

spas
Ho Chi Minh City 332
Hoi An 211
Mui Ne 267
Nha Trang 253-4

Sra Srang 429, 429
STDs 501
stilt houses 129
stings 502
sunburn 502
surfing 40,

Bai Dai Beach 262
China Beach 202
Mui Ne 268
Vung Tau 275
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T
Ta Cu Mountai 273
Ta Prohm 429, 432, 429
Tam Coc 157-8
Tam Dao Hill Station 98
Tam Hai Island 235
Tam Son 149
Taoism 459
taxis 495
Tay Ninh 362-4
Tay people 457
telephone services 18, 

484-5
temples 23, 463, see also 

pagodas
Angkor temple complex 

426-32, 418, 427, 
428-9, 428-9

Angkor Thom 427-31, 
17, 429

Angkor Wat 17, 426-7, 17, 
428-9

Assembly Hall of the 
Fujian Chinese  
Congregation 207

Bach Ma Temple 59 
Bakon 432
Banteay Srei 432
Baphuon 431
Bayon 428, 431, 428
Beng Mealea 432
Buu Son Tu 384
Cao Dai Holy See 363
Cao Dai Temple 195
Chau Phu Temple 405
Hai Ba Trung Temple 69
Koh Ker 432
Le Van Duyet Temple 

329
Mariamman Hindu 

Temple 323
Minh Thanh Temple 306
My Son 224-6
Ngoc Son Temple 62
Nham Cham Tower 244
Ong Temple 379
Phnom Bakheng 431
Po Klong Garai Cham 

Towers 263-4
Po Nagar Cham Towers 

247

Po Ro Me Cham Tower 
264

Po Shanu Cham towers 
267

Preah Khan 431, 429
Preah Neak Poan 431, 

429
Quan Cong Temple 

208-9
Quan Thanh Temple 68
Ta Prohm 429, 432, 429
Temple of Lady Xu 410
Temple of Literature 

63-4
Thap Doi Cham Towers 

238
To Mieu Temple  

Complex 179
Tet 25, 458, 26
Thai people 457
Thanh Ha 220
Thap Cham 263-5
theatre 461
Thuan An Beach 191
ticks 502
time 18, 485
tipping 21, 482-3
toilets 485
tombs 23

Tomb of Khai Dinh 189
Tomb of Minh Mang 188
Tomb of Thoai Ngoc Hau 

410-11 
Tomb of Tu Duc 187-8

Tonkinese Alps 231, 230
Tonlé Sap 423
tourist information 485, 

see also individual 
locations

tours 21, 495-6, see also 
boat trips, walking 
tours

Tra Ban Island 122
Tra Kieu (Simhapura) 226
Tra Vinh 373-6, 374, 32-3
train travel

to/from Vietnam 491
within Vietnam 496-7

Tram Chim National Park 
415

Trang An Grottoes 159

travel to/from Vietnam 
488-91

travel within Vietnam 19, 
491-7

travellers cheques 483
trekking 24, 37-8

Ba Be National Park  
102

Bac Ha 146
Bach Ma National 

Park 191
Cat Ba National Park 

113,  116
central Vietnam 38
northern Vietnam 37-8
safety 37
Sapa 137
southern Vietnam 38

tuberculosis 501
Tuc Dup Hill 404
turtles 159
Tuy Hoa 244-5
TV 482
typhoid 501
typhus 501

U
U-Minh Forest 387

V
vacations 483
vaccinations 498, 499
Van Don Island 120-1
Van Long Nature Reserve 

158-9
Van Phuc 96
vegetarian travellers 44-5, 

466
Viet Cong (VC) 446
Vietnam Military History 

Museum 66-7
Vinh 160-1
Vinh Long 376-9, 377
Vinpearl Land 249
visas 18, 485-6
Vo Thi Sau 283
volunteering 486-7
Vung Ro Bay 246
Vung Tau 275-9, 276,  

279

W
walking, see trekking
walking tours

Hanoi 73, 73
Ho Chi Minh 330-1, 330
Temples of Angkor  

428-9, 428-9
Wandering Souls Day 27
water, drinking 500
weather 18, 25-7, see also 

individual locations
websites 19, 483, 498
weights 482
Whale Island 245
whitewater rafting 42, 253
wildlife 471-2
wildlife sanctuaries & 

reserves, see also  
birdwatching, national 
parks & reserves

Angkor Centre for 
Conservation of 
Biodiversity 419

Cat Tien Bear & Wild Cat 
Rescue Station 299

Dao Tien Endangered 
Primate Species 
Centre 299

Endangered Primate 
Rescue Center 159

Turtle Conservation 
Center 159

windsurfing 40, 275, 41
women travellers 487
women’s health 502
work 487

X
xe om travel 495
Xeo Quyt Forest 415

Y
Ya Chim 309
Yen Chau 130
Yen Minh 149-50
yoga courses 213
Yok Don National Park 

303-5

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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Walking Tour detour
Walking Tour

Path/Walking Trail

Beach
Bird Sanctuary
Buddhist
Castle/Palace
Christian
Confucian
Hindu
Islamic
Jain
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery/Historic Building
Ruin

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen

Shinto
Sikh
Taoist
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
Other Sight

Diving
Bodysurfing

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet
Police
Post Office
Telephone
Toilet
Tourist Information
Other Information

Airport
Border crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry

Underground station

Monorail
Parking

Metro/MRT/MTR station

Petrol station
Skytrain/Subway station
Taxi
Train station/Railway
Tram

Other Transport

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Beach

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

River, Creek
Intermittent River

Swamp/Mangrove

Reef

Canal

Water

Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake

Glacier

Mudflat

Beach/Desert

Airport/Runway

Cemetery (Christian)

Cemetery (Other)

Park/Forest

Sportsground

Sight (Building)

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour

Skiing
Snorkelling
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian overpass

Secondary

Unsealed road
Road under construction

Tunnel

Cable car/Funicular

Gate

Sights

Activities,
Courses & Tours

Sleeping

Eating

Drinking & Nightlife

Entertainment

Shopping

Information Routes

Boundaries

Hydrography

Areas

Geographic

Population

Transport

Note: Not all symbols displayed above
appear on the maps in this book
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Nick Ray 
Siem Reap & the Temples of Angkor A Londoner of sorts, Nick comes from Wat-
ford, the sort of town that makes you want to travel. He lives in Phnom Penh with 
his wife Kulikar and children, Julian and Belle. He has written for countless guide-
books on the Mekong region, including Lonely Planet’s Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
and Vietnam books, as well as Southeast Asia on a Shoestring. When not writing, 
he is often out exploring the remote parts of Cambodia as a location scout and 

manager for the world of television and film, including everything from Tomb Raider to Top Gear. 
Motorbikes are a part-time passion and he has travelled through most of Indochina on two wheels. 

Benedict Walker 
Hanoi  Currently hanging by the beach near his Mum, in hometown Newcastle 
(Australia), Ben is living his dreams, travelling the world for LP. So far, Ben has 
contributed to Lonley Planet’s Japan, Canada, Florida, Australia and Germany 
guidebooks. This is his first time writing for the Vietnam team. Otherwise, he’s 
written and directed a play, toured Australia managing travel for rock stars and is 
an avid photographer toying with his original craft of filmmaking. He’s an advo-

cate of following your dreams – they can come true. For updates, see www.wordsandjourneys.com.

Contributing Authors 
Andrea Nyugen wrote the Regional Specialities content in the Eat & Drink Like a Local chapter. 
Andrea is the acclaimed author of Into the Vietnamese Kitchen and Asian Tofu. She also publishes 
Vietworldkitchen.com.

Read more about Nick at: 
http://auth.lonelyplanet.com/profiles/nickjray
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Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reasona-
ble care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maximum 
extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

Iain Stewart 
Coordinating Writer, Southeast Coast Iain Stewart has been visiting Vietnam 
since 1991 and has explored virtually every province in the country over the 
years. This is the fourth edition of Lonely Planet Vietnam he’s contributed to and 
the third as co-ordinating writer. Travelling the highway between Vung Tau and 
Tam Hai was some road (and rail) trip, taking in the full spectrum of Vietnam’s 
stunning coastal scenery and numerous memorable meals. Iain also wrote the 

Plan and Understand chapters, Survival Guide and the Scenes of Vietnam colour section.

Brett Atkinson 
Central Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City For more than 20 years, Brett has been explor-
ing one of his favourite countries, and his latest Vietnam sojourn spanned street 
food and history in Hue and Hoi An, the thrilling cave systems of Phong Nha, and 
the irresistible urban buzz of Ho Chi Minh City. Brett is based in Auckland, New 
Zealand and has covered more than 50 countries as a guidebook author and 
travel and food writer. See www.brett-atkinson.net for his most recent work and 

upcoming travels. Brett also wrote the Eat & Drink Like a Local and the Food & Drink chapters.

Anna Kaminski 
Southwest Highlands, Mekong Delta A big fan of two-wheeled travel, Anna fell 
hard for the picturesque lanes of the Mekong Delta and the hills of the South-
west Highlands in years past and remains smitten. Given the food, the friendly 
locals, and ample indigenous culture, there’s little surprise that southern Viet-
nam remains one of her favourite destinations. Having previously lived in and 
backpacked all over Southeast Asia, on this occasion Anna explored the Delta’s 

forgotten corners and motorbiked part of the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Anna tweets at @ACKaminski.

Jessica Lee 
Northern Vietnam  Jessica first came to Vietnam in the late 90’s and has visited 
several times since then. This trip saw her road-tripping the winding highways of 
the northwest, up into the mountains of Ha Giang province, and then down to the 
bustle of Halong Bay – along the way, drinking more caphe sua da than is probably 
recommended. When she’s not travelling, Jess lives in the Middle East, and has 
also contributed to Lonely Planet’s guidebooks to Turkey, Egypt and Cambodia.

OUR WRITERS

OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, 
Melbourne, Oakland, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief 
that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

Read more about Jessica at: 
http://auth.lonelyplanet.com/profiles/jessicalee1

Read more about Brett at: 
http://auth.lonelyplanet.com/profiles/brettatkinson

Read more about Stewart at: 
http://auth.lonelyplanet.com/profiles/stewpot  
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