ABBREVIATIONS
NC  New Caledonia
\ Vanuatu

>‘

abseiling & parasailing
New Caledonia 195
Vanuatu 56

accommodation 27-32, 118-19, 194-5,
see also individual locations

activities 32-3, see also individual
activities
New Caledonia 195-7
Vanuatu 119-20
AIDS 207
air travel 14
to/from New Caledonia 200
to/from Vanuatu 125-6
within New Caledonia 201
within Vanuatu 126-7
Ambae (V) 12,92, 92,13
Ambrym (V) 10, 43, 79-83, 80, 11
Amédée Islet (NC) 135
animals, see also individual species
New Caledonia 183
Vanuatu 106
Aniwa (V) 76
Aore (V) 31,88
aquariums
Aquarium des Lagons (NC) 135
Aquarium Naturelle (NC) 159
architecture 12,190
arts, see also individual arts
New Caledonia 188-90
Vanuatu 112-14
ATMs
New Caledonia 198
Vanuatu 121
|
B
Baie d'Oro (NC) 170-1
beaches 16
Anse Vata (NC) 135
Baie des Citrons (NC) 135

000 Map pages
000 Photo pages
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Champagne Beach (V) 91
Lonnoc Beach (V) 91
Luengoni Beach (NC) 162
Maré (NC) 158
Peng (NC) 161
Port Boisé (NC) 147
White Sands Beach (V) 64
bicycle travel, see cycling
birds 140
New Caledonia 183
Vanuatu 107
Bislama language 212-13
bites & stings 207
blackbirding 100-1
blue holes 18
Efate (V) 65
Santo (V) 91
Tanna (V) 73
boat travel 15
to/from New Caledonia 200-1
to/from Vanuatu 126
within New Caledonia 201-2
within Vanuatu 127
Bokissa (V) 29
books, see also literature
history 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 178,
179,180
New Caledonia 173
Vanuatu 97,116
bougna 193
Boulouparis (NC) 149-50
Bourail (NC) 151-2
bus travel
New Caledonia 202
Vanuatu 127
business hours
New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 120

Cc
cagou 140, 182
canoeing, see kayaking & canoeing
car travel 15
New Caledonia 202-3
Vanuatu 127-8
carving 10, 112-13,113-14
cathedrals, see churches & cathedrals
caves
Grotte de Kong Houloup (NC) 165
Grotte les Joyaux de Luengoni
(NC) 162
Le Bone de la Léproserie (NC) 158-9
Millenium Cave (V) 85
Trou Bleu d’Anawa (NC) 164
Trou de Bone (NC) 159-60
cell phones 15
New Caledonia 131, 198
Vanuatu 51, 123

chikungunya fever 207

children, travel with 29, 38-40
Noumea (NC) 141
Port Vila (V) 60

churches & cathedrals
Cathédrale St Joseph (NC) 133
Chapelle Notre Dame de Lourdes

(NC) 161

cinemas
La Foa (NC) 150
Noumea (NC) 143

climate 14, 19-21
New Caledonia 130
Vanuatu 50

conservation areas, see nature
reserves

consulates, see embassies &
consulates

costs 14,15
New Caledonia 195, 197
Vanuatu 119, 121
courses 197
credit cards
New Caledonia 198
Vanuatu 122

culture 6, 16, see also Kanak people,
individual locations

currency 15, see also exchange rates,
money
New Caledonia 131
Vanuatu 51
customs regulations
New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121
cycling
New Caledonia 161, 167, 201
Vanuatu 127

1
D
dangers, see safety
dengue fever 207
diarrhoea 207
discount cards 135, 197
diving 8, 16, 32, 34-7,119, 195, 208,
see also snorkelling
Efate (V) 56-7, 66
Grande Terre (NC) 135, 149-50, 152,
156, 157
Lifou (NC) 163
Ouvéa (NC) 166
Santo (V) 85-6, 90
Dog's Head, the (V) 76-7
drinking, see individual locations
drinks
kava 116
New Caledonia 192
Vanuatu 116
driver's licences
New Caledonia 202
Vanuatu 127

: dugongs 67
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E
Efate (V) 41, 54-67, 54
electricity
New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121
embassies & consulates
New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121
emergencies
New Caledonia 131
Vanuatu 51
environment
New Caledonia 182-4
Vanuatu 106-8
environmental issues
New Caledonia 173, 184
Vanuatu 108
Epi (V) 42, 67-8, 68
Erakor (V) 29, 55
Eretoka (V) 65
Erromango (V) 76
Espiritu Santo, see Santo
Eton (V) 65
events, see festivals & events
exchange rates
New Caledonia 131
Vanuatu 51

F
Fest' Napuan (V) 21
festivals & events 18,19-21, 192
Asia Pacific Rally Championship
(NC) 19
Avocado Festival (NC) 20
Back to My Roots (V) 20-1
Bastille Day (NC) 20
Fest’ Napuan (V) 21
Festival of the Yam (NC) 19
Fete du Lagon (NC) 20
Foire de Bourail (NC) 21
Giant Omelette Festival (NC) 19
Independence Day (V) 20
John Frum Day (V) 19
Kastom Magic Festival (V) 20
La Foa Film Festival (NC) 20
Naghol (V) 19, 93
Nekowiar & Toka Ceremony (V)
21,7
New Caledonia Great Lagoon
Regatta (NC) 20
Port Vila Race Day (V) 20
Ruan Cultural Festival (V) 20
Stag & Prawn Festival (NC) 19-20
Touques Regatta (NC) 21

000 Map pages
000 Photo pages

Vanuatu Golf Open (V) 20
Vanuatu Open Water Swim (V) 20
Yam Festival (V) 19

H fishing

New Caledonia 136, 153, 195
Vanuatu 57, 65, 79, 86, 119
Foire de Bourail 21

food 17, see also individual
locations

New Caledonia 11, 131, 191-3, 197
Vanuatu 115-17, 121

French language 209-12
i Frum, John 19,71, 73,101

G

Gaua (V) 93

gay travellers
New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121

geography

New Caledonia 172, 182
Vanuatu 96

geology

New Caledonia 182

Vanuatu 106
giardiasis 207
grande case 160, 187

Grande Terre (NC) 11, 44, 132-58,
146-7,154-5

i H
¢ Havannah Harbour (V) 65
¢ health 206-8

heat exhaustion 208
heatstroke 208
hepatitis A 207
hepatits B 207
Hideaway Island (V) 29, 55
Hienghéne (NC) 156-7
hiking 17
New Caledonia 155, 156, 157, 160,
161,163, 195-6
Vanuatu 78, 81, 86, 93, 119-20
history
books 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 178,
179,180
New Caledonia 174-81
Vanuatu 98-105
hitching
New Caledonia 203
Vanuatu 128

§ HIV/AIDS 207

¢ Hog Harbour (V) 91, 2-3
holidays, see public holidays
i horse riding 32

New Caledonia 150, 153, 196
Vanuatu 58, 86

le aux Canards (NC) 135
¢ lle des Pins (NC) 11, 31, 45, 167-71,168
Tlot Maitre (NC) 31,135
immigration

New Caledonia 200

Vanuatu 125
insurance

car 128, 203

health 206

travel 121, 191

: internet access

New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121
internet resources 15, 206
Iririki Island (V) 29, 56, 30

islands 41-5, see also individual
islands

New Caledonia 31
Vanuatu 29-31

itineraries 22-6, 51, 131, 22, 23, 24,

25,26

PK

Kanak people
culture 8,160, 172, 185-7
history 174-81
languages 214

kava 116

kayaking & canoeing
Grand Terre (NC) 147-8
Noumea (NC) 137-8
Port Vila (V) 59

§ Koné (NC) 153

Koumac (NC) 153
Kuto (NC) 169-70

L
La Foa (NC) 1501
lagoons 17

i Lakatoro (V) 77-8
i Lake Vui (V) 12,92,13
¢ Lamap (V) 78

land diving 10, 19, 93,10
language 15, 209-16
Bislama 212-13
courses 197
French 209-12
Kanak 214

: Lapita people

history 99-100, 174, 176
pottery 102, 177

Lelepa Island (V) 65-6
i leptospirosis 208
i leshian travellers

New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121



Lifou (NC) 31, 161-4, 162, 6-7
literature 189, see also books
Loyalty Islands (NC) 13, 44, 158-67

Lifou (NC) 161-4,162

Maré (NC) 158-61, 159

Ouvéa (NC) 164-7, 165
Luganville (V) 85-91, 87

|
M
Maewo (V) 92-3
malaria 207
Malekula (V) 42,74-9,75,77,79
maps
New Caledonia 197
Vanuatu 121
Maré (NC) 31, 158-61, 159
marine reserves 108
Maskelynes (V) 78-9
measures
New Caledonia 196
Vanuatu 120
medical services 206-7
New Caledonia 144
Vanuatu 64, 69, 75, 91
mobile phones 15
New Caledonia 131, 198
Vanuatu 51, 123
money 15
New Caledonia 131, 198
Vanuatu 51, 121-2
Monts Koghis (NC) 145
Motalava (V) 94
Mt Benbow (V) 80-1
Mt Marum (V) 80-1
Mt Yasur (V) 8, 69-71,9
music
New Caledonia 189-90
Vanuatu 113
Mystery Island (V) 76

N
naghol 10,19, 93,10
Napoleon Il 176, 176
nature reserves 108, 184, see also
wildlife reserves
Lake Fanteng Conservation Area
(V)81
Loru Conservation Area (V) 91
Vatthe Conservation Area (V) 91
Nekiowar & Toka ceremony 71
New Caledonia 130-71, 132
accommodation 130, 140-1, 148-9,
150-1, 152, 153-5, 156, 157, 163-4,
166, 169-70, 171,194-5
activities 135-9, 147-8, 150, 151-2,
156-8, 160, 162-3, 165-6, 195-7
basics 14-15

budgeting 14, 131

climate 130

culture 172, 185-7

drinking 131, 142-3

entertainment 143

food 130, 131, 141-2, 151, 153, 156,
163,167,191-3, 197

highlights 132

internet resources 15, 197

itineraries 22, 24, 25,131, 22, 24,
25

money 15, 131, 198

shopping 143

sights 133-5, 145-7, 150, 151,
158-60, 161-2, 164-5, 168-9

tourist information 199

tours 139-140, 148, 161, 163

travel seasons 14, 19-21

travel to/from 131, 200-1

travel within 201-3

New Caledonia Great Lagoon
Regatta 20

i newspapers
New Caledonia 196
: Vanuatu 120
Nguna (V) 66-7
nickel mining 173
Noumea (NC) 44, 133-45,134,
136,138
accommodation 140-1
activities 135-9
children, travel with 141
drinking 142-3
entertainment 143
food 141-2
internet access 143
medical services 144
shopping 143
sights 133-5
tourist information 144
tours 139-40
travel to/from 144
travel within 144-5

: opening hours, see business hours
i Ouvéa (NC) 31, 164-7,165, 13
Oyster Island (V) 31,91
|
: P
¢ parasailing, see abseiling &
parasailing
i passports

New Caledonia 200

Vanuatu 125
Parc Provincial de la Riviere Bleue
o (NC)145,11
i Pele (V) 66-7

0 :

¢ Pentecost (V) 10, 43, 93, 94-5, 95
: photography

New Caledonia 198
Vanuatu 109, 122

§ Piano, Renzo 135,190
i planning 14-15, see also individual

regions
accommodation 27-32
calendar of events 19-21
children, travel with 29, 38-40
itineraries 22-6, 51, 131, 22, 23,
24, 25,26

New Caledonia’s regions 41-5
travel seasons 19-21
Vanuatu's regions 41-5

plants
New Caledonia 183
Vanuatu 107-8

Poindimié (NC) 156

politics
New Caledonia 172-3
Vanuatu 97

i population

New Caledonia 173
Vanuatu 97

Port Vila (V) 54-64, 56, 58
accommodation 60-2
activities 56-9
children, travel with 60
drinking 63
entertainment 63
food 62-3
medical services 64
shopping 64
sights 54-6
tourist information 64
tours 59-60
travel to/from 64
travel within 64

 Port Vila Race Day (V) 20
 postal services

New Caledonia 198

Vanuatu 122
public holidays

New Caledonia 198

Vanuatu 122

! radio

New Caledonia 196
Vanuatu 120

i Rah (V) 94
¢ Ratua (V) 31
¢ religion

New Caledonia 173
Vanuatu 97

§ Rom dancing (V) 82,17
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S
safety 198

diving & snorkelling 35, 208

New Caledonia 198

Vanuatu 122
Santo (V) 43,83-92, 84, 88
shopping, see also individual

locations

New Caledonia 143
Vanuatu 64, 90
Siviri (V) 65
snorkelling 16, 39, see also diving

New Caledonia 138, 157, 161,
162-3,196

Vanuatu 56-7, 60, 66, 85-6, 120
spas 33
stings 207
surfing 18

New Caledonia 196

Vanuatu 58-9

T

Takara (V) 65

tamtam 10, 113-14,11

Tanna (V) 29, 42, 68-74,70,72

telephone services
New Caledonia 198-9
Vanuatu 122

television
New Caledonia 196
Vanuatu 97

time zones
New Caledonia 199
Vanuatu 123

tipping
New Caledonia 198
Vanuatu 122

Tjibaou Cultural Centre (NC) 12,

134-5,12

toilets
New Caledonia 199
Vanuatu 123

Torres Islands (V) 94

000 Map pages
000 Photo pages

i tourist information

New Caledonia 199
Vanuatu 123

¢ tours, see also individual locations

New Caledonia 139-40, 148, 161,
163,203
Vanuatu 59-60, 71, 78, 81, 94, 128

Tranquillity Island (V) 29, 65-6
i transport

New Caledonia 200-3

Vanuatu 125-8
travellers cheques

New Caledonia 198

Vanuatu 122
trekking, see hiking
typhoid fever 207

]
u

Uri (V) 78

Uripiv (V) 78
]
v

vacations, see public holidays
vaccinations 206

Vanua Lava (V) 93-4

Vanuatu 50-95, 52-3

accommodation 50, 60-2, 66-7,
71-2,73-4,77-8,79, 82-3, 88-9,
91-2,94-5,118-19

activities 56-9, 73, 78, 79, 85-8,
91,119-20

basics 14-15

budgeting 14, 51

climate 50

culture 96

drinking 90, 116

entertainment 63

food 50, 72-3, 89-90, 92, 115-17,12

highlights 52

internet resources 15, 121

itineraries 23, 26, 51, 23, 26

money 15, 51, 121-2

shopping 64, 90

sights 54-6, 70-1, 73, 80-1, 85
tourist information 123
tours 59-60, 71, 78, 81, 94
travel seasons 14, 19-21
travel to/from 125-6
travel within 126-8
a0 (NC) 168-9
isas 15
New Caledonia 131, 199
Vanuatu 51, 123
volcanoes 8, 106
Mt Benbow (V) 80-1
Mt Marum (V) 80-1
Mt Yasur (V) 70-1, 9
volunteering 124

|
w
waterfalls 18
Cascade de Wadiana (NC) 145
Chutes de la Madeleine (NC) 145
Mele Cascades (V) 56
weather, see climate
weights
New Caledonia 196
Vanuatu 120
White Sands Beach (V) 64
wildlife, see animals, birds, plants

+ wildlife reserves, see also nature

reserves

Parc Provincial de la Riviére Bleue
145 (NC)

wildlife-watching 32, 120

women travellers 208
New Caledonia 199
Vanuatu 124

work 199

WWII 90, 103-4, 178-9

00S

Parc Zoologique et Forestier
(NC) 134
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

We love to hear from travellers — your comments keep us on our toes and help make our
books better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about
this book. Although we cannot reply individually to postal submissions, we always guarantee
that your feedback goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each
person who sends us information is thanked in the next edition — the most useful submissions

are rewarded with a selection of digital PDF chapters.
Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask
for help. Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and

discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products
such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don't want your
comments reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit

lonelyplanet.com/privacy.
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