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Crimea KprMm

POP: 2 MILLION / AREA: 26,200 SQ KM
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Why Go?

Diamond-shaped Crimea is a gem that has adorned many
different crowns. From ancient Scythians to Russian tsars,
everyone wanted to possess this little subtropical paradise
with its bluff limestone plateaus, lush coastal forests and
turquoise bays. If you were an army roaming in the vicinity,
we bet you'd soon be invading it, too!

The latest horde to swarm the peninsula is that of ex-
Soviet holiday-makers, who fill every patch of Crimea’s nar-
row pebbly beaches in summer. Yet few foreigners are here
on a beach holiday. Instead many of them are lured by in-
finite opportunities for outdoor adventure as well as the
peninsula’s fascinating ethnic mishmash.

Still, the main pull of Crimea for foreign visitors is its
history. You’ll encounter ruins of an ancient Greek colony
and Genovese fortresses, medieval cave cities and Crimean
War battlefields, residences of Tatar khans and Russian
tsars - even a short holiday in Crimea turns into a dizzying
journey through time.

‘When to Go?
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