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Why Go?

Turkey’s sparkling Aegean coast boasts 4000 years of civili-
sation - and it’s got the ruins to prove it, the most famous
being ancient sites such as Ephesus, Priene, Miletus and Di-
dyma, where excavations continue to yield astonishing new
treasures every year.

In summer, the coast’s population swells as millions of
foreign and Turkish tourists descend on Marmaris, Kusadasi
and, especially, Bodrum, the most glamorous of all Anatolia’s
seaside getaways. Yet despite the nonstop partying, this white-
washed town beneath a castle somehow preserves a unique
air of refinement, while new boutique hotels and elegant ea-
teries keep springing up, both here and in the exclusive (but
easily visited) coastal villages of the Bodrum Peninsula.

Nevertheless, all of the commotion aside, it’s still possible
to experience the elemental pleasures of rugged terrain, vil-
lage life and spectacular Aegean views on the more remote
Bozburun and Datca Peninsulas. The coast is most peaceful
in spring or autumn (when prices drop, too).
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Ephesus, Bodrum & the South Aegean Highlights

@ Join the masses in antiquities, at the ruins and @ Wander the white-
bringing new life to Ephesus museum of Miletus (p235) plastered old town, and savour
(p211), Europe"s begt- O Party with the Turkish 'the t_raditionalucafes and shops
preserved ancient city glitterati at the beach bars in friendly Mugla (p262)

@ Indulge in sophisticated of Tiirkbiikii (p256), on the @ Get your motor running
dining and nightlife in Bodrum  Bodrum Peninsula on a scooter trip down the

spectacular coastline of
Bozburun Peninsula (p264),
near Marmaris

(p242), with its castle and © Gape in awestruck wonder
evocative harbour at the soaring columns of

© Learn how the Romans Didyma'’s Temple of Apollo
bathed, and see priceless (p238)
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