
Route Info
¨¨ Distance: 4287km

¨¨ Duration: Four days, one 
hour

¨¨ Time zones: Moscow +5 to 
Moscow +7

Best Places to 
Stay

¨¨ Baikal Trail Hostel (p243) 

¨¨ Biznestsentr (p249) 

¨¨ Zolotaya Rybka (p243) 

¨¨ Hotel Taiga (p242) 

¨¨ Hotel Olymp (p243) 

When to Go

Mar Ponder the 
weird shapes 
into which Lake 
Baikal freezes 
from the shore at 
Severobaikalsk.

Sep–Nov Avoid 
summer crowds 
and ticket short-
ages with an 
autumn trip along 
the BAM.

Sep & Oct Larch 
trees around Lake 
Baikal’s north fill 
the landscape with 
autumnal gold.
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The Baikal-Amur 
Mainline (BAM)

Why Go?
Most people know the Trans-Siberian Railway, but how 
many can say they’ve heard of the ‘other’ Trans-Sib, its poor 
country cousin, the BAM (Baikal-Amur Mainline or Baikalo- 
Amurskaya Magistral)? The branch line to end all branch 
lines, the BAM begins as a set of points at Tayshet and ends 
more than 4200 lonely kilometres further east at Sovetskaya 
Gavan, passing through some jaw-slackeningly off-the-map 
places en route. As great railway journeys go, this is a Soviet 
epic, a rail-clanging odyssey you’ll never forget.

But it’s a miracle the BAM was ever built at all. Costing 
billions of dollars and declared a ‘Hero Project of the Cen-
tury’, construction was fraught with seemingly insurmount-
able difficulties. The line opened fully in 1991, just as the 
USSR collapsed. Today, only a handful of trains ply the route.

Riding the BAM’s snail-paced trains takes you to some 
very out-of-the-way places. Only Severobaikalsk on Lake 
Baikal is geared for visitors.

Includes
Bratsk...........................241
Severobaikalsk............ 242
Tynda........................... 246
Komsomolsk-na- 
Amure......................... 247

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



Th
e Baik

al-Am
ur M

ain
lin

e (BAM
) ﻿

Th
e Baik

al-Am
ur M

ain
lin

e (BAM
) T

Th
e Baik

al-Am
ur M

ain
lin

e (BAM
) H

ig
hl

ig
hts




To
 N

ik
ol

ae
vs

k-
na

-A
m

ur
e

To
 B

›i
j¸n

g
To

 B
›i

j¸n
g

Se
a 

of
 J

ap
an

Te
rr

it
o
ry

K
h
ab

ar
o
vs

ky

Te
rr

it
o
ry

Z
ab

ai
ka

ls
ky

Ir
ku

ts
k

R
eg

io
n

Tu
va

R
ep

u
b

lic

Te
rr

it
o

ry
K

ra
sn

o
ya

rs
ky

R
ep

u
b
lic

B
u
ry

at

R
eg

io
n

A
u
to

n
o
m

o
u
s

Te
rr

it
o
ry

R
eg

io
n

D
is

tr
ic

t
A

u
to

n
o
m

o
u
s

A
gi

n
sk

y 
B

u
ry

at

P
ri

m
o
rs

ky
Je

w
is

h

A
m

u
r

Ek
on

V
er

kh
na

ya

Za
vo

d
Pe

tr
ov

sk
y-

N
au

sh
kiTa

nk
ho

y

U
de

U
la

n-

U
oy

an
N

ov
y

K
or

sh
un

ik
ha

-
A

ng
ar

sk
ay

a

Tu
lu

n

Ta
ys

he
t

N
iz

hn
eu

di
ns

k

U
so

le
-S

ib
er

sk
oePo

lo
vi

na

Zi
m

a

A
ng

ar
sk

K
an

sk

K
ha

ni

K
ua

nd
a

Ba
ik

al
sk

oe

V
ys

ok
og

or
na

ya
Ev

or
on

Fe
vr

al
sk

V
er

kh
ne

ze
ys

k

Y
uk

ta
li

C
ha

ra
N

ov
ay

a

Ta
ks

im
o

U
lk

an

R
ey

no
vo

K
ra

sn
ok

am
en

sk
Pr

ia
rg

on
sk

Za
ba

ik
al

sk

Bo
rz

ya
O

lo
va

nn
ay

a

N
iz

hn
ea

ng
ar

sk

Le
na

Bu
re

ya
Za

vi
ta

ya

Po
ya

rk
ov

o

A
m

ur
sk

Le
ni

ns
k

Sl
av

ya
nk

a

G
ai

va
ro

nLi
to

vk
o

U
rg

al
N

ov
y Ty

rm
a

H
‰i

hé

N
er

yu
ng

ri

Bu
ka

ch
ac

ha

Pr
iis

ko
va

ya

K
ya

kh
ta

Sü
kh

ba
at

ar

Ba
ik

al
sk

G
av

an
So

ve
ts

ka
ya

Si
bi

rt
se

vo

Ta
rs

ka
ya

O
no

kh
oi

Te
rn

ei

Se
ve

ro
ba

ik
al

sk
Se

ve
ro

m
uy

sk

N
ak

ho
dk

a

V
la

di
vo

st
ok

U
ss

ur
iy

sk
H

ƒ'
›r

b¸
n

Sp
as

sk
-D

al
ny

D
al

ne
re

ch
en

sk

Bi
ki

n

V
ya

ze
m

sk
ay

a

K
ha

ba
ro

vs
k

Bi
ro

bi
dz

ha
n

A
rk

ha
ra

Bl
ag

ov
es

hc
he

ns
k

Be
lo

go
rs

k
Sv

ob
od

ny

M
ag

da
ga

ch
i

Sk
ov

or
od

in
o

Ba
m

ov
sk

ay
a

Y
er

of
ei

 P
av

lo
vi

ch

K
ue

ng
a

C
he

rn
ys

he
vs

k
Sr

et
en

sk
Sh

ilk
a

C
hi

ta
M

og
zo

n

K
hi

lo
k

U
LA

A
N

B
A

A
TA

R

D
ar

kh
an

Sl
yu

dy
an

ka

Ir
ku

ts
k

Tu
nn

el
Se

ve
ro

m
uy

sk
y

N
at

ur
e 

R
es

er
ve

Si
kh

ot
e-

A
lin

e

  Stra
itTatar

K
ha

nk
a

L
ak

e

Lake Baikal
B

ra
ts

k
Se

a

Is
la

nd
O

lk
ho

n

Amur River

Argun   River

R
U

S
S
IA

K
O

R
E
A

N
O

R
TH

M
O

N
G

O
L
IA

C
H

IN
A

C
o
as

tl
in

e 
Tr

ai
l 

Fr
o
lik

h
a 

A
d
ve

n
tu

re

G
re

at
 B

ai
ka

l 
Tr

ai
l

B
ra

ts
k

K
o
m

so
m

o
ls

k-
n
a-

A
m

u
re

K
h
ak

u
sy

Ty
n
d
a

O
th

er
 R

ai
lw

ay
 L

in
es

Tr
an

s-
M

an
ch

ur
ia

n 
R

ou
te

s
Tr

an
s-

M
on

go
lia

n 
&

B
ai

ka
l-

A
m

ur
 M

ai
nl

in
e

M
ai

n 
Tr

an
s-

Si
be

ri
an

 R
ou

te

0
50

0 
km

0
30

0 
m

ile
s

1
 G

et
tin

g 
in

to
 h

ot
 w

at
er

 a
t 

no
rt

he
rn

 B
ai

ka
l’s

 m
in

is
pa

s 
(p

24
7)

 fo
r a

 s
po

t o
f R

&
R 

Si
be

ria
n-

st
yl

e

2
 B

ag
gi

ng
 u

p 
yo

ur
 b

oo
ts

 
fo

r t
he

 F
ro

lik
ha

 A
dv

en
tu

re
 

Co
as

tli
ne

 Tr
ai

l (
p2

44
), 

on
e 

of
 S

ib
er

ia
’s

 m
os

t e
xh

ila
ra

tin
g 

lo
ng

-d
is

ta
nc

e 
hi

ki
ng

 ro
ut

es

3
 T

ou
rin

g 
th

e 
BA

M
’s

 n
ic

es
t 

to
w

n,
 S

t P
et

er
sb

ur
g-

st
yl

ed
 

Ko
m

so
m

ol
sk

-n
a-

Am
ur

e 

(p
24

7)
, w

ith
 S

ov
ie

t 
m

on
um

en
ts

 a
nd

 n
ea

rb
y 

N
an

ai
 

vi
lla

ge
s

4
 S

oa
ki

ng
 u

p 
al

l t
hi

ng
s 

BA
M

 
at

 th
e 

va
rie

d 
an

d 
w

el
co

m
in

g 

BA
M

 M
us

eu
m

 (p
24

6)
 in

 th
e 

BA
M

 c
ap

ita
l, 

Ty
nd

a

5
 L

oo
ki

ng
 o

ut
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
B

ra
ts

k 
Se

a 
fr

om
 a

 B
AM

 tr
ai

n 
w

in
do

w
 a

s 
yo

u 
tr

un
dl

e 
ac

ro
ss

 

th
e 

to
p 

of
 th

e 
Br

at
sk

 D
am

 
(p

24
2)

6
 T

re
kk

in
g 

a 
ru

gg
ed

 s
ec

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
G

re
at

 B
ai

ka
l T

ra
il 

 
(p

24
5)

 b
et

w
ee

n 
B

ai
ka

ls
ko

e 
an

d 
th

e 
Ec

ho
 tu

rb
az

a

B
A

M
 H

ig
hl

ig
ht

s


