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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, 
Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share 
Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reasona-
ble care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maximum 
extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

OUR WRITERS
Paula Hardy
Paula Hardy is an independent travel writer and editorial consultant, whose work 
for Lonely Planet and other flagship publications has taken her from nomadic 
camps in the Danakil Depression to Seychellois beach huts and the jewel-like 
bar at the Gritti Palace on the Grand Canal. Over two decades, she has authored 
more than 30 Lonely Planet guidebooks and spent five years as commissioning 
editor of Lonely Planet’s bestselling Italian list. These days you’ll find her hunting 

down new hotels, hip bars and up-and-coming artisans primarily in Milan, Venice and Marrakech. 
Get in touch at www.paulahardy.com.

Marc Di Duca
A travel author for the last decade, Marc has worked for Lonely Planet in Siberia, 
Slovakia, Bavaria, England, Ukraine, Austria, Poland, Croatia, Portugal, Madeira 
and on the Trans-Siberian Railway, as well as writing and updating tens of other 
guides for other publishers. When not on the road, Marc lives between Sand-
wich, Kent and Mariánské Láznĕ in the Czech Republic with his wife and two 
sons.

Regis St Louis
Regis grew up in a small town in the American Midwest – the kind of place that 
fuels big dreams of travel—and he developed an early fascination with foreign 
dialects and world cultures. He spent his formative years learning Russian and a 
handful of Romance languages, which served him well on journeys across much 
of the globe. Regis has contributed to more than 50 Lonely Planet titles, covering 
destinations across six continents. His travels have taken him from the moun-

tains of Kamchatka to remote island villages in Melanesia, and to many grand urban landscapes. 
When not on the road, he lives in New Orleans. Follow him on www.instagram.com/regisstlouis.
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access to this chapter is not digitally restricted. In return, we think it’s fair 
to ask you to use it for personal, non-commercial purposes only. In other 
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email it to everyone you know, or resell it. See the terms and conditions 
on our site for a longer way of saying the above - ‘Do the right thing with 
our content.’
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