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Best for Culture

=» MV Liemba (p248)

= Katonga (p241)

= Kipili (p249)

= Livingstone's Tembe (p239)

Best for Nature

= Mahale Mountains
National Park (p246)

= KataviNational Park
(p251)

=» Gombe Stream National
Park (p245)

= Lake Tanganyika (p248)
= Kalambo Falls (p252)

Why Go?
Western Tanzania is rough, remote frontier land, with vast
trackless expanses, minimal infrastructure and few visitors:
not much different to when Stanley found Livingstone here.
The west serves a sense of adventure now extinct in the rest
of the country. This is precisely what attracts a trickle of
travellers, many of whom plan their itineraries around the
schedules of the MV Liemba, which sails down Lake Tanga-
nyika, and the Central Line train, which crosses the country.

But it’s wildlife watching that brings most people. Gombe
Stream, Jane Goodall’s former stomping grounds, and Ma-
hale Mountains National Parks are two of the world’s best
places for chimpanzee encounters, while the vast flood-
plains of rarely visited Katavi National Park offer an almost
primeval safari experience.

Unless you charter a plane as part of a tour, you’ll need
plenty of time and patience to travel here. But, for that cer-
tain sort of traveller, Tanzania’s west is Tanzania’s best.

‘When to Go

Kigoma
°C/°F Temp
40/104 —

Rainfall inches/mm
—16/400

30/86 — . —12/300
20/68—. . . . ' . ' ' . . .73/200

10/50 — —4/100

0/32— 0
JOF M A M J J A S O N D

Dec-Apr Rains
bring washed-out
roads along with
brilliant lightning
displays.

May-Nov
Dry-season travel
is easiest, but
the forests turn
leafless.

May-Jun This is
when chimpan-
zees are most
likely to be seen in
large groups.
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Western Tanzania Highlights
@ Visiting Mahale © Sailing down Lake O Kicking back on the shore
Mountains National Park Tanganyika aboard the MV of Lake Tanganyika at Kipili
(p24§), the ultir_natg ‘get-away- Liemba (p248). (p249).
from-it-all’ destination. © Experiencing the primeval
@ Mingling with the chimps

at Gombe Stream National

rhythms of nature in Katavi
Park (p245).

National Park (p251).
© Diving and snorkelling
amid the kaleidoscopic

cichlids in Lake Tanganyika
(p2438).

@ Standing in the spray of

the seldom-visited Kalambo
Falls (p252).




