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CHARLES RAWLINGS-WAY 
Born in Devonshire and transported to Tasmania 
when he was three, Charles lusted after Sydney for 
far too long before mustering the nerve to ask for 
a date. And to his amazement, she said yes! The 
city’s cool bars and warm beaches proved predict-
ably seductive – lust soon turned into love and an 
inescapable fascination. 

A lapsed architect, underrated rock guitarist, 
optimistic home renovator and confi rmed hedon-
ist, Charles greased the production cogs at Lonely 
Planet’s Melbourne HQ for many moons before hitting the open road as 
a freelance travel writer a few years ago. Now an Adelaidean, he regularly 
fl ees SA for a walk on Sydney’s wild side, and to visit his mum.

CHARLES’ THANKS
Thanks to the following for their input, generosity and friendship during 
the creation of this book: Maryanne Netto, Tashi Wheeler and Errol Hunt, 
Mona and Olivia Rawlings-Way, Warren and Nathan Jones, Jay Chinchen, 
Rodney and Sandra Renshaw, Gerard Reinmuth, Andrew P Street, Sophie 
Du Bois, Ristin Nichols and Ted Vanderhoek, Gaetano Palmese and the LP 
production crew.

Above all, thank you Meg and Ione for our truly inescapable fascination.

THE PHOTOGRAPHER
With a burning desire to document the unusual, Travis Drever has spent 
a good part of the last two decades snapping happily at anything that 
takes his fancy. Shooting for a varied range of corporates including The 
Herald and Weekly Times and mX as well as donating his services to MiniBar 
Magazine and The Green Left Weekly, he now has a Lonely Planet commis-
sion under his belt. Australian-born, Travis has had to clock up many a fre-
quent fl yer-point in his plight to fi nd that perfect image: he has travelled 
throughout Asia and lived in Spain, Sweden, Holland, England and France. 
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Sunny side up: the Sculpture by the Sea (p22) exhibition
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THIS IS SYDNEY  
At the heart of Sydney – Australia’s oldest, largest 
and most diverse city – is the outrageously good-
looking Sydney Harbour. Like a psychedelic 
supermodel, the city curves and sways through 
a glamorous maze of sandstone headlands, lazy 
bays and legendary surf beaches. 
The Sydney experience is essentially physical: dunk yourself in the Bondi 
surf, sail under the Harbour Bridge on a yacht, jog along the Bondi 
cliff tops or just yell yourself hoarse at a rugby match. Outside is where 
you want to be – the beaches swarm, street cafés buzz and the harbour 
blooms with sails. 

No less culturally complex than it is on the map, Sydney is the landing 
point for most of Australia’s immigrants. An edgy multiculturalism ignites 
the city’s food scene and fuels its nocturnal life – you’ll lose yourself in 
the restaurants, bars and dance clubs just as easily as on the streets. Abo-
riginal heritage makes an impact through art – a crop of excellent urban 
galleries celebrating indigenous culture.

Jealous as hell, the rest of Australia stereotypes Sydney as more body-
beautiful than bookish, more carpe diem than museum – a narcissistic ‘Sin 
City’ fi xated on sunglasses, salons and soy lattes. Sure, there’s a lot of blonde 
dye in Bondi, but Sydney’s citizens are no prettier than anyone else. The 
genetic legacy of the British and Irish convicts who built the city is more 
evident in the city’s dogged self-belief than anything mirror-worthy. Make 
no mistake – Sydneysiders invest heavily in aesthetics, but their infectious, 
gutsy energy overrides the glam and relegates big-city cynicism, suburban 
sprawl and occasional racial friction to the back of their collective mind.

From squalid and desperate penal beginnings, it’s no small irony that 
Sydney has evolved into a sparkling, progressive metropolis defi ned by 
optimism and staggering natural beauty. The rest of Australia is in denial – 
Sydney is as good as it gets!
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