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VITAL PRACTICAL INFORMATION TO 

HELP YOU HAVE A SMOOTH TRIP

ON THE 
ROAD 

Switzerland (Schweiz/Suisse/Svizzera) has 
three o   cial federal languages: German (the 
native language of about 64% of the popula-
tion), French (19%) and Italian (8%). A fourth 
language, Romansch, is spoken by less than 
1% of the population, mainly in the canton of 
Graubünden. Since 1996 it has enjoyed status 
as a semi-o   cial federal language, with guar-
antees for its preservation and promotion.

If you read the coloured pronunciation 
guides in this chapter as if they were English, 
you shouldn’t have problems being under-
stood. The stressed syllables are indicated 
with italics. Masculine, feminine, informal and 
polite forms are indicated with (m), (f), (inf) 
and (pol) where needed.

FRENCH
sal vowels (pronounced ‘through the 

) are indicated with 
st inaudible nasal 

s pronounced as in 'fair', 

nd
rench words

What’s your name?
Comment vous  ko·mon voo·
appelez-vous? za·play voo

Je m’appelle … zher ma·pel …
Do you speak English?
Parlez-vous anglais? par·lay·voo ong·glay
I don’t understand.
Je ne comprends pas. zher ner kom·pron pa

Accommodation
 camping kom·g

pension  po
hôtel 
auberge 

 de jeunesse

Av

si

Language
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 Switzerland 
Today
 Victim of its own Success: Franc Matters
 Peaceful and prosperous, safe and sound, a magnet for the rich and a 
safe haven for wealth: this privileged land of quality living and global 
 nance, of outdoor magni  cence and Alpine aesthetic found itself the 

victim of its own success in 2011. The Swiss franc, long recognised as one 
of the world’s most stable currencies, had become so overvalued it was 
threatening the traditionally robust Swiss economy. So strong was the 
franc that Swiss exports were falling along with the number of incoming 
tourists as price-conscious visitors from abroad suddenly realised just 
how much a cup of co  ee in Switzerland was going to cost them. Even 
the Swiss were abandoning their local shops and hopping across the or-

er into the cheaper France, Germany and Italy to do their wee y sho . 
So the Swiss National Bank, in an unprecedented move, ma e the va ue 
of the Swiss franc tumble in an instant (by 9% in 15 minutes! by egging

int: 

AMERICASWITZERLAND UK

visitors per sq km

 ≈ 33.7 people
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 Swiss Wine
 Savouring local wine in Switzerland is an exquisite, increasingly 
gastronomic joy in this globalised world: Switzerland exports litt
its wine; meaning that most of its quality reds, whites and rosé vint
including dozens by small vignerons, can only be tasted and enjoye
situ.

 The bulk of Swiss wine production takes place in the French-sp
ing part of the country where vineyards pirouette on the shore of 
Geneva, from where they stagger sharply up hillsides in tightly-pa
terraces knitted together by ancient dry-stone walls. Festivals piggy
on the agricultural cycle. Winemakers around Lausanne kick o   th
ticultural party with their May-time Millésime, but the real caus
celebration is in late September and October when the grapes are
vested and the vin nouveau (new wine) tasted. Nowhere is this resu
more  ercely than in and around Sion, gourmet capital of the Va
where the harvest is marked with La Brisolée (p346).

The annual Vinea wine fair (www.vinea.ch), held for three days 
year in early September in Sierre, Valais, is a brilliant one-sto  o
nity to meet winegrowers from all over Switzerland and taste their w

 When ordering wine in a wine bar or restaurant, use the uni
Swiss approach of déci (100ml) multiples – or order ai

 Lake Geneva & Vaud
 A generous smattering of small family vignerons o en their doors fo

tation (tasting) on the fringes on

 Digital 
Viticulture
 »  www.swisswine

.ch
 »  www.lesvins

degeneve.ch
 »  www.vins

-vaudois.ch
 »  www.lesvins

duvalais.ch
 »  www.ovpt.ch
 »  www.ticinowine

.ch
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 The Good Life
 What giddy romance Zermatt, St Moritz 
and other legendary names evoke. From 
the intoxicating chink of Verbier glitterati 
hobnobbing over Champagne in ice-carved 
 utes, to the reassuring bell jangle of cows 

coming home in the Engadine Valley, 
Switz erland is a harmonious tableau of 
beautiful images. This small, landlocked 
country was an essential stop on every 
Grand Tour – the place where winter tour-
ism was born, where Golden Age mountain-
eers conquered new heights – and for good 
reason: no slideshow of such epic propor-
tions is so darn easy to step into, experience 

d h d i d di i h Rid

in mountain spa water, snowshoe to your 
igloo, cross medieval bridges and know that 
life in Switzerland is good.

 Action Stations
 This country begs outdoor escapade with 
its larger-than-life canvas of hallucinatory 
landscapes etched so perfectly one wants to 
cry – or at least grab boots, leap on board, 
toot the bike bell and let spirits rip. Skiing 
and snowboarding in the winter wonder-
lands of Graubünden, Bernese Oberland 
and Central Switzerland are obvious choic-
es. But there is plenty to do when pastures 
are green. Hiking and biking trails abound 
i b th l i t d t i

 Welcome to
Switzerland

00-welcome-swi7.indd   2 23/02/2012   11:49

“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
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 No country inspires exploration quite like this tiny country whose four 
languages and cultural diversity create curiosity and beg discovery. 
Switzerland’s French-speaking wedge – Suisse Romande – embraces the 
country’s western fringe from Geneva (no, not the capital) and Lake Geneva 
to the remote Jura in the north and Valais in the east. Moving further 
east into ‘middle ground’ Mittelland with Swiss capital Bern as its heart, 
Germanic Switzerland kicks in – and makes itself heard across the Alps in 
the country’s main outdoor-action playgrounds: the Bernese Oberland, 
Graubünden and the Engadine Valley. Then there is Ticino, a charismatic 
pocket of Italian-speaking passion and exuberance in Switzerland.

   

 Geneva
 Museums 
 Shopping 
 Boats & Lakes 

 Close to 150 nationalities 
jostle for a stool at the bar 
in this cosmopolitan city of 
luxury watchmakers and 
chocolate gods serenaded by 
Mont Blanc – all this on the 
western tip of Europe’s 
largest lake. p38

 

 Lake Geneva & 
Vaud
 Wine 
 Castles 
 Pretty Villages 

 Its southern shore belongs 
to France but the Swiss dress 
up Lake Geneva’s mythical 
northern shore with emerald 
terraced vineyards, fairy-tale 
châteaux,  ower paths and 
dreamy Sunday-best au-
berges – pure, utter Riviera 
seduction, ma chère. p55

 

 Fribourg, 
Neuchâtel & 
Jura
 Cheese 
 Local Wines 
 Rural Life 

 Gourmets and fresh-air 
a  cionados swoon over this 
peaceful, green corner of the 
country where fruits of the 
farmland are king – Gruyère 
cheese, scandalously thick 
cream, Vully wine and 
devilish pea-green absinthe. 
Best sleeps: on farms. p78

 regions 
at a 
glance
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The Glacier Express
 1 It’s one of the world’s most mythical train rides, linking two of Switzerland’s glitziest Alpine 

resorts. Hop aboard the iconic red train with  oor-to-ceiling windows in Zermatt, sit back, and 
savour shot after cinematic shot of green peaks, glistening Alpine lakes, glacial ravines and other 
hallucinatory natural landscapes. Pulled by steam engine when it  rst pu  ed out of the station in 
1930, the Glacier Express (p363) traverses 91 tunnels and 291 bridges on its famous journey to St 
Moritz. The icing on the cake: lunch in the vintage restaurant car. 

 15 
TOP 
EXPERIENCES
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    Castles & 
Abbeys
 A decorative smattering of 
fairy-tale castles and abbeys 
enhances Switzerland’s 
naturally photogenic looks. 
Perched high on hills or 
snuggled low on the water’s 
edge, their settings are 
picture-perfect.
 Chillon Follow the Flower Path 
from Montreux to this huge 
stone castle on Lake Geneva’s 
shore (p72)

 Thun No schloss in Germanic 

 Chocolate
 No country is more synony-
mous with chocolate –
and it comes in all shapes 
and sizes, Matterhorn and 
Swiss army knife included. 
More than half of all Swiss 
chocolate is consumed by 
the Swiss, making their 
country the obvious place to 
savour it.
 Interlaken Chocolate-making 
workshops in a Viennese-style 
co  ee house (p120)

 Chocolate Train Ride in a 
belle époque pullman car from

 Family Travel
 Parents are spoilt for choice
in Switzerland’s Alpine 
playground where activities 
for all ages are squarely 
covered (p31). But kidding 
around isn’t only about 
kipping with the cows 
(p354). Urban Switzerland 
woos kids with some catchy
museums too.
 Verkehrhaus, Lucerne Fly a 
plane or to the moon at the 
Transport Museum (p213)

 Ferme des Moulins, 
Sembrancher Cheese fondue i

 » Bellinzona’s Unesco-listed Castelgrande (p189)
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I SBN 978 -1 -74179 -584 -4

9 781741 795844

99225

twitter.com/
lonelyplanet

facebook.com/
lonelyplanet

lonelyplanet.com/
newsletter

 STAY IN TOUCH
 lonelyplanet.com/contact

 AUSTRALIA  Locked Bag 1, Footscray, Victoria 3011
%03 8379 8000, fax 03 8379 8111

 USA  150 Linden Street, Oakland, CA 94607
%510 250 6400, toll free 800 275 8555, fax 510 893 8572

 UK  Media Centre, 201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TQ
%020 8433 1333, fax 020 8702 0112

Paper in this book is certified 
against the Forest Stewardship 
Council™ standards. FSC™ promotes 
environmentally responsible, socially 
beneficial and economically viable 
management of the world’s forests.

Get the right guides for your trip

COUNTRY & CITY
• The original
• Comprehensive
• Adventurous

p
• Adventurou

PHRASEBOOKREGIONAL
• Cultural
• Day trips & itineraries
• In-depth

Looking for other travel resources?

LONELYPLANET.COM
For travel information, 
advice, tips & digital 
chapters

MAGAZINE
For travel stories, 
inspiration & ideas
lonelyplanet.com/magazine 

EBOOKS
Guidebooks 
for your reader
lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

APPS
Location-based  
guides for the street
lonelyplanet.com/mobile

SHOESTRING
• Big trips, 

small budgets
• Multicountry

UNDERSTAND 
SWITZERLAND

GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you
can make sense of what you see 

PAGE

327

SEBSEBBOBOOKOKPHRAHRAH SS

switzerland-7-cover.indd   2switzerland-7-cover.indd   2 2/03/2012   9:53:45 AM2/03/2012   9:53:45 AM



GENEVA . . . . . . . . . . . .38

LAKE GENEVA 
& VAUD . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
LAUSANNE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

AROUND LAUSANNE . . . . . . 65
La Côte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
Lavaux Wine Region . . . . . . 68

SWISS RIVIERA . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Vevey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Around Vevey  . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
Montreux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

NORTHWESTERN VAUD . . . 74
Yverdon-Les-Bains . . . . . . . .74

SKIING THE VAUD ALPS . . . 74
Leysin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75
Les Diablerets . . . . . . . . . . . .75
Villars & Gryon . . . . . . . . . . .76
Pays d’Enhaut . . . . . . . . . . . .77

FRIBOURG, 
NEUCHÂTEL 
& JURA . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78
CANTON DE FRIBOURG  . . . 79
Fribourg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Estavayer-le-Lac . . . . . . . . . .85
Murten . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85
Around Murten . . . . . . . . . . 86
Gruyères  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87
Charmey & the 
Schwarzsee . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

CANTON DE 
NEUCHÂTEL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89
Neuchâtel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

Around Neuchâtel  . . . . . . . .92
Montagnes 
Neuchâteloises . . . . . . . . . . .93

CANTON DE JURA . . . . . . . . 94
Franches Montagnes . . . . . 94
Northern Jura . . . . . . . . . . . .95

MITTELLAND  . . . . . . . 97
Bern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Biel-Bienne . . . . . . . . . . . . .107
Around Biel-Bienne . . . . . .109
Emmental Region . . . . . . . . 110
Solothurn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

BERNESE 
OBERLAND . . . . . . . . 113
INTERLAKEN . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

AROUND INTERLAKEN . . . 120
Schynige Platte  . . . . . . . . .120
St Beatus-Höhlen . . . . . . . .122

JUNGFRAU REGION . . . . . . 122
Grindelwald . . . . . . . . . . . . .122
Around Grindelwald . . . . . .128
Kleine Scheidegg . . . . . . . .129
Jungfraujoch . . . . . . . . . . . .129
Lauterbrunnen . . . . . . . . . .130
Wengen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Stechelberg . . . . . . . . . . . . .133
Mürren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133
Gimmelwald  . . . . . . . . . . . .134
Schilthorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134

THE LAKES . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Thun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135
Spiez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Around Lake Thun . . . . . . .138
Brienz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139
Around Brienz . . . . . . . . . . .139

EAST BERNESE 
OBERLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Meiringen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .140

WEST BERNESE 
OBERLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Kandersteg  . . . . . . . . . . . . .142
Gstaad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143

VALAIS . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
LOWER VALAIS . . . . . . . . . . 147
Martigny  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
Around Martigny  . . . . . . . .152
Verbier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .153
Sion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .156
Around Sion  . . . . . . . . . . . .159
Sierre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .160
Salgesch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
Crans Montana . . . . . . . . . .162
Val d’Anniviers  . . . . . . . . . .162

UPPER VALAIS . . . . . . . . . . 163
Leuk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .163
Leukerbad . . . . . . . . . . . . . .163
Visp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .165
Zermatt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .165
Saas Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .180
Brig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .183
Aletsch Glacier . . . . . . . . . .183

TICINO . . . . . . . . . . . . 187
BELLINZONA . . . . . . . . . . . . 189

LUGANO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193

S A green or 
sustainable option

Look out for these icons:

o Our author’s 
recommendation

F No payment 
required



On the Road

See the Index for a full list of destinations covered in this book.

LAGO DI LUGANO . . . . . . . . 199
Gandria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .199
Campione d’Italia . . . . . . . .199
Monte Generoso . . . . . . . . .199
Ceresio Peninsula  . . . . . . 200
Mendrisio & Around . . . . . .201
Meride  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .201

LAGO MAGGIORE . . . . . . . . 201
Locarno  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .201
Ascona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

WESTERN VALLEYS . . . . . .206
Centovalli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206
Valle Maggia . . . . . . . . . . . 207
Val Verzasca  . . . . . . . . . . . 209

CENTRAL 
SWITZERLAND . . . . . 210
Lucerne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212
Lake Lucerne  . . . . . . . . . . 220
Lake Uri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224
Brunnen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224
Schwyz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226
Einsiedeln  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .227
Engelberg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228
Zug . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232
Andermatt . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234

BASEL & AARGAU  . .236
BASEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238

AROUND BASEL . . . . . . . . . 246
Augusta Raurica . . . . . . . . 246

AARGAU CANTON . . . . . . . 246
Rheinfelden . . . . . . . . . . . . 246

Baden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .247
Southwest along the 
Aare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248

ZÜRICH  . . . . . . . . . . 250
AROUND ZÜRICH . . . . . . . . 264
Rapperswil-Jona . . . . . . . . 264
Winterthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264

NORTHEASTERN 
SWITZERLAND . . . . .268
SCHAFFHAUSEN 
CANTON. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270
Schaffhausen . . . . . . . . . . 270
Rheinfall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .273
Klettgau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .274
Stein am Rhein . . . . . . . . . .274

LAKE CONSTANCE . . . . . . . 276
Kreuzlingen . . . . . . . . . . . . .277
Romanshorn & Arbon . . . .277
Rorschach . . . . . . . . . . . . . .277

ST GALLEN & 
APPENZELL CANTONS . . . 278
St Gallen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .278
Appenzell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .281
Around Appenzell . . . . . . . 282
Säntis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 284
Walensee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 284

GLARUS CANTON  . . . . . . . 286
Glarus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286
Braunwald . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286

GRAUBÜNDEN  . . . . .287
CHUR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .290

AROUND CHUR  . . . . . . . . . 293
Lenzerheide & Valbella . . 293
Arosa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295
Surselva Region . . . . . . . . .297
South of Chur . . . . . . . . . . 300
Bündner Herrschaft . . . . . 302

KLOSTERS & DAVOS . . . . .304
Klosters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304
Davos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305

THE ENGADINE  . . . . . . . . .308
Unterengadin  . . . . . . . . . . 309
Oberengadin . . . . . . . . . . . .313
St Moritz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .313
Silvaplana  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .316
Sils-Maria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317
Maloja . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317

BERNINA PASS ROAD . . . . 318
Pontresina & Around . . . . .318
Val Poschiavo  . . . . . . . . . . .318
Val Bregaglia . . . . . . . . . . . .319

LIECHTENSTEIN . . . 320
Vaduz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 322
Around Vaduz . . . . . . . . . . 324
Malbun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325







OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

 Nicola Williams
 Coordinating Author, Geneva, Lake Geneva & Vaud, Valais Ever since Nicola 
moved to a village on the southern side of Lake Geneva, she has never been 
able to shake off  that uncanny feeling that she is on holiday – a garden tumbling 
down the hillside towards that same glittering lake and Switzerland’s mysterious
Jura mountains beyond is her wake-up call. Nicola has lived and worked in 
France since 1997 and when not fl itting to Geneva, skiing or dipping into the Swiss 

countryside (or fondue), she can be found at her desk writing. She has worked on numerous titles for 
Lonely Planet. She blogs at tripalong.wordpress.com and tweets as @Tripalong.
  

Kerry Christiani
 Bernese Oberland, Ticino, Northeastern Switzerland, Graubünden, Liechtenstein 
Post-grad stints on a vegetable farm near Bern and snowbound winters in Arosa 
and Wengen sparked Kerry’s passion for this boundlessly beautiful country. 
Since then, she has returned to Switzerland as often as possible to hike in the 
Alps, sail on Lake Constance and dig out the craziest Alpine events. Kerry’s 

wanderlust has taken her to six continents, inspiring numerous articles and some 20 guidebooks, 
including Lonely Planet’s guides to Germany, Austria, Sardinia and France.

 Sally O’Brien
 Fribourg, Neuchâtel & Jura, Mitteland, Central Switzerland A Lonely Planet writer 
for over 10 years, Sally has called Vaud Canton home for the last fi ve years. In the 
course of her research for this guidebook, she visited 11 of the confederation’s 
26 cantons and, most importantly, ate a whole lot of cheese.

Damien Simonis
 Basel & Aargau, Zürich Having spent years shuttling back and forth between 
Switzerland and elsewhere – often to update this tome – fate fi nally took Damien 
to gentle Geneva, where he is now ensconced. That does not preclude the 
occasional foray across the Röstigraben, which is always a treat!
 

Read more about Nicola at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/nicolawilliams

Read more about Kerry at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/kerrychristiani

Read more about Damien at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/damiensimonis
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 Itiner-
aries

 Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet
.com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.

 Two Weeks
Lost in Graubünden & Ticino

 A circular route that can be picked up at any point. From Chur, head north for a 
detour to pretty Maienfeld and its vineyards. Spin east to ski queens Klosters and 
Davos, then surge into the Engadine Valley, with pretty towns like Guarda and 
Scuol (tempting thermal baths). The road then ribbons southeast to the Austrian 

border, which you cross to head south through a slice of Austria and Italy, before veer-
ing back into Switzerland to contemplate frescos at Müstair. Continue southwest through 
picture-postcard Zuoz to chic St Moritz. Climb the Julier Pass mountain road and drop 
down the Via Mala gorges to art stop Zillis.

 The southbound road crosses into Ticino and Bellinzona. Steam on past lakeside 
Locarno and up the enchanting Valle Maggia. Backtracking to Bellinzona, the main 
route takes you along the Valle Leventina, with a stop in Giornico, before crossing the St 
Gotthard Pass to Andermatt. Nip into the monastery of Disentis/Mustér before 
plunging into designer spa waters in highly recommended Vals, the last stop before Chur.
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 One Day or Week
The Glacier Express

 This mythical, 290km train journey has been a traveller-must ever since the birth 
of winter tourism in the Alps. Do it any time of the year – in one glorious 7½-hour 
stretch or as several sweet nuggets interspersed with overnights in Switzerland’s 
most glamorous Alpine mountain resorts.

 Starting in Zermatt, the narrow-gauge railway winds north down the valley to Visp and 
Brig. From here it swings northeast along the pretty eastern stretch of the Rhône Valley 
through the attractive villages of Betten and Fiesch: hop off  in Betten and catch a cable car 
up to car-free village Bettmeralp (and onwards up to Bettmerhorn) or Eggishorn for a peek 
at the Unesco-listed Aletsch Glacier.

 Back in the valley, the Glacier Express trundles towards the Furka Pass (which it 
circumvents by tunnel) and descends on ski resort Andermatt before climbing up again to 
the Oberalp Pass (2033m), the literal high point of the journey.

 From here it meanders alongside the Vorderrhein River, through Disentis/Mustér to 
Chur. The main line continues to St Moritz, with a northeast branch to Davos.
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 One Month
Grand Tour

 The very best of Switzerland starts in Geneva with its vibrant museums and 
signature pencil fountain, from where a slow road leads east along the southern 
shore of the lake in France – stop for lunch in Yvoire – and a fast road (the A1) 
shadows the Swiss northern shore (lunch stops Nyon, Vevey or Montreux). The 

next port of call is art-rich Martigny and châteaux-crowned Sion, worth lingering in 
for its wealth of vineyards, wines and memorable Valaisian dining. Continue east along 
the Rhône Valley, nipping up to Leukerbad to drift in thermal waters beneath soaring 
mountain peaks. In Visp, head south to ogle at iconic Matterhorn from the hip streets, 
slopes and trails of chic, car-free Zermatt.

 In the second week, get a taste of the Glacier Express with a train trip to Oberwald. 
Stop off  in Betten for a side trip to Bettmeralp with its amazing vistas of the 23km-long 
Aletsch Glacier from atop Bettmerhorn. From Oberwald, drive north over the Grimsel Pass 
(2165m) to Meiringen (eat meringues!) and west into the magnifi cent Jungfrau Region 
with its once-in-a-lifetime train journey up to Europe’s highest station; base yourself in 
Interlaken or Grindelwald. If you have a head more for Italian passion than hardcore 
Alpine extremes, stay on the Glacier Express as far as Andermatt instead, then motor south 
into Italianate Ticino for shimmering lake life in the glitzy and gorgeous towns of Lugano 
and Locarno.

 The third week sees a trip north to Lucerne where you can cruise on a boat to lovely 
Lake Lucerne resorts such as Weggis and Brunnen. Feast on Kirschtorte (cherry cake) 
in rich old medieval Zug, then hit big-city Zürich to the north to taste urban Switzerland 
at its best (fi ve days in all). Should you fancy some border-hopping, Liechtenstein is very 
close by. Unesco-listed St Gallen is the next stop from where you can spend a week lapping 
up Switzerland’s north – see the Northern Treasures itinerary.

 Ending up in the Jura, it’s a quick and easy fl it south to Neuchâtel on the northern shore 
of Lac de Neuchâtel, from where the motorway speeds to Lausanne on Lake Geneva and, 
eventually, Geneva.
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City to City
Northern Treasures

 Two Weeks
City to City 

 This Geneva-to-Zürich, 385km trip 
is for urbanites keen to mix metro-
politan fi re with small-town charm, 
eminently doable by car or public 

transport. Fly into one airport, out the other, 
or zip back to point A by train in 2¾ hours.

 Landing in Geneva, explore Switzer-
land’s most cosmopolitan big city then 
trundle along the shore of Europe’s largest 
Alpine lake to bustling Lausanne, a hilly 
lakeside town with a lively bar and cafe 
scene and sweet old town. Continue along 
the same glorious route, aptly dubbed the 
Swiss Riviera, to the Lavaux wine region 
and beyond to Montreux. Then head north 
to Gruyères, land of chateaux, cheese, 
cream and meringues. Further north, you 
arrive in Fribourg on the French–German 
language frontier – cross it to pretty Swiss 
capital Bern. Later, drop down to the lake-
side towns around Interlaken (plenty of 
top skiing, hiking and other outdoor options 
around here) then swing north to another 
bewitching lake lady, Lucerne. Rolling on-
wards to Switzerland’s most hip ’n happen-
ing city Zürich, via tycoon-magnet Zug, the 
atmosphere changes completely.

 One Week
Northern Treasures

 In spite of all its natural wonders, 
Switzerland boasts overwhelming 
man-made beauty too, and there is 
no fi ner spot to appreciate this than 

in St Gallen, the seat of a grand abbey and 
church complex safeguarding one of the 
world’s oldest libraries (hence its privileged 
Unesco World Heritage Site status). Say 
cheese in Appenzell, a 50-minute journey 
from St Gallen on a narrow-gauge railway, 
then bear west along the southern shore of 
Lake Constance (great summer outdoor 
action) or to Winterthur (art museums 
and a kid-friendly science centre). Both 
routes end up in Schaff hausen, a quaint 
medieval town that could easily be German.
Don’t miss standing in the middle of 
Rheinfall, Europe’s largest waterfall.

 Next up, continue further west to art-rich 
Basel, either direct or via a pretty south-
west detour through Baden and Aarau, 
two picture-postcard addresses to get lost 
in cobbled old-town streets. From Basel, it 
is an easy drive west again into the deepest 
depths of Switzerland’s unexplored Jura. 
Push west to La Chaux-de-Fonds to dis-
cover several early works by architect Le 
Corbusier who was born here.
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